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c^c;/ /him/ afiidue libros traSlare Jeueros 

Hartole fiue tmsJfufQalene tuos. 

Scd It bet ad dulces etiam de/cendere lufus 
At que ammum dgtlU exhiMdn iocis* 
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I g H t noble L ordst 

x-^iw tcllcih v$ y that in bldtime *hcre were 
hut feuen wifelmen to be found in the world : 
but now it fecmes there are hardly feue;> igno- 

rant. For a m c^ ft o fo 0 n cr /c r a feirc wrkc. 




but' euerie bitngler will out with his bolt v _ 
though he coi||d xM(*m ocklu confer <) and like a 
Roman Cenfor will giue b is cenfiire* though (often) no more to the 
purpofc then Mtgnifiutlox Matm^msm tbeFrench proucrb. We 
are no w fallen into that criticall age,wh«rcjn (fofiris libwnmm be 

comccwySw/^^ 




For ifa manfollow tjiepoint ordcWy a^.wel^he is curfouMifihe di 
grefle neuer roh\tIe,bciafriuoIbitti if the flyle be c^bora^il fmelr 

lcthofthefockcn " ' " - 




iopperie 

icrenif of ndttejfor a rtwlign^ © ur ancefto'rV cafje^ft$ i^pirm 




him worthytabe^d *\&cg*mt tfplfo/m M(p mtomfalm 




THE EPISTLE 

from the chimney corner. Notwithftanding,if the Readers were 
onely cenfojious^the matter were the leflej but they are alfo humo- 
rous : For mens faces are not more differing then their fancies and 
affc&ions. Z e n o hath ftill two forts of fchollers in euery fchoole, 

,m„ iy» f and Koyo^ fome affe&ing nothing buifub/tfhm (ItenliAm, foli- 

ditic of matter : others refpefting nothing but fubkctmfimmitm^ 

quaintneifc in regard of the manner. The former being (like vntp 
C at o) brfuoncs Itbmnm (men of fteelc ftomacks) can digeft any dif- 
courfe (though ncucr fo courfc)thac comes to hand. The later (like 
our daintic dames) can away with nothing, except they hauc finer 

bread then can be made of wheat.S omc are like S o c r a t e s,whom 
nothing can plcafe but Ethicks , fome difcourfe of moral! Philofo- 

phie.Oihcrs(Iike Epic v r vs)can relifli nothing but Phyficks,fome 

fubtill difputation of natural Philofophic.Somc take plcafure in no- 

thingjCXceptitbefullofplainnelTcandperfpicuitic. Others (of a 
more refined and fublimatc temper) can fauour nothing but that 
which exceeds the vulgarcapacitie.Somc with Plvta rch cannot 
fancicAiusTOTLES Mctaphy ficks.Others with C a p e l l a & P o l- 
l i o find Solocciimcs in T v l l y, and I know not what Patauinitie in 

Li v I E«So that it may be truly fcdyVt rcrum omnium >ftc liter at umqtoque in- 
temper <wti,i labor amus: As we arc ficl*e of a furfet of all other things, fo of 

learning alfo.Therfore confidering there arc fo many thecues lying 
in the way, and fo many pirats in this our paper-fca (as wcl fca-dogs 

aslandcritickcs) itcannotbe that any mans writings ihouldfafcly 

tra tiaile in to any country without fafc conductor ariuc at any coaft 

without a conuoy. 

Vouchfafc therefore (Right honourable Lords,, and by right 

mod: worthy to be honoured, becaufe deferts hauc made you truly 
honorable)to giuc your paflc to this Apologie,now thdt it is to paflc 
the file of fo many and fodiuerfd iudgcmentst audtoletthcSunne 
of your fauourablc afpc&s giuc Ihinc to this new world: the Author 
whereof bein«i a man fo well knownc to the learned) and fb dcafe to 
your renowned Vnklc (that worthy Knight of famous memory Sir 
P h 1 1 1 p S i d n e y)canot be vnknownc nor vnwclcom to your Lord* 
ilnps.Ofwhom albeit I cannot fay asN szi a n 2. e n doth of B asil, 
that there is no more comparifou betweenchim and his fellowcs, 
then betwecne the pillars in the Church and their ftiadows:Yet thus 
much I hope I may fpeake without offence, that as he was aman of 
the rareft skill in the Greckc tongucj fo of thefineft conceit in pleaU 
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fant difcourfe that cucr this age affoorded, I appeal e no further then 
to this Apologie^ wherein (to parallele th. ofc hiftories in H e siop o- 
t v s,which fcerhe to fame fo incredible* and fo to ftop the moMthes 
of thofc Didy miffywho willbeJccue nothing except their fenfes fay 

Amen) he hath fo artificially couched diuers Centuries of our ftran- 

gctt modernehiftories(as an abridgement of the wonders of former 
Ages)and that with filch feftiuitic,variette,breuitic and per fpicuiti c, 
astheJikc(f perfwademy fclfe)isnottobefound in the French, and 
I dare boldly fay was ncucr in the Englifli tongue before.H ere your 
Lordibips mall fee the rufticitie of former times, and the f alb ions of 

forrain count ries;as alfo the cheating cun n icatcher,thc quackfal uing 

mountcbanke,the kind cuckold, the rigging hufwifc, the mcrcilcflc 
murthercr,the griping vfurer,the la wlerfe Lawyer, the ignorant,co- 
uetous,andfantafticall Phyfitian^c.fo liuely defcribed & laid forth 

in their colours,as if A p el le shad bene here with his penfill.But es- 
pecially (as a garland to all the reft) thegJ uttonie, lechcric, cr uelcie, 
iclonic,blafphcmie,ftupiditie,and the like cardinal! vcrtues of our 
good Catholicks of the Rorailh Hierarchy ;and that (ho w cucr they 
bcarc it but with a Romano refolution, in arrogating to themfclues 
the glorious name of catMfck 9 md branding their oppofites with th 

odious tearme oititntitks, as certaine Heathen )n old time called 
themfclues Dctp&nd all men elfe Atbafc and the Turkc at this day, 
who wil needs be the true Mnfalman^nd all the world befides Pagan $ ) 

that(Ifay)cheir Catholick religion is nothing but cathoJick corrupt 
tion, and Catholickc Papi(ts,catholickc heretickes* 

Seeing therefore ( moft noble and my mod honoured Lords) 
the qualities of the mind(as Philofbphy feachcth)do commonly run 
on a blood,(as in Rome the LeHj were wife 5 the puMmU curteous,the 
P^frugall > the^///rcligious > &c.) I am in good hope tbatasyour 
honourable Vnkle highly eftccmed the Author of this Apologie in 
regard of his excellent parts > and incomparable knowledge in the 

Greeke tonguc,and kindly entertained him in histrauaile, and that 
at fundrie cimesjas firft at ut'dMerghflhcr that at £m* tog£,andJaft of 
all at vienn* in v>rf* /fcraandcurtcoufly accented the two books which 
hededicated vnto him, the on-coming out of his preffej the*o]thcr ^ ra 
onely from his pcn:foyou(whofbrcrunneall asfarrc in curtefie as in 



c 



oinolog 



pedegrce) will jas kindly eritcrtaine this his pooreOrphane newly cr«cMs 
come intb a (trange country,aod hauing lately learned the language 

of the jplace. And were it butonely that your renowned Vnklfc(( can 
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ncucr name him too often whom I can neucr fufficiently honor) and 
your honourable Mother (the YcrtuousLadie, and thrifcrcnowncd 
iv. ventat. Counteflc of Pembroke) hauc trauailed in this kind, in mandating 
gSrtSf; fomeoftheworkes ofthatPhanixofFrance^heLord^^jnto 
fA«nft our E n g*' m ron g uc i I pcrfwadc my fclfc,it would not be vngratcf ull 



ef Psnbrelp. 



toyourLord{hip$:cfpccially being dedicated by him who hath dedi 

cated and dcuotcd himfelfe,to employ his pen and paincs, and what 

fcruicc he can clfeperformc for the honour of yourhoufe. Inconfi- 
dence therefore of your accuftomcd clcmencic, as the Author dedi- 
cated his World of word s(I mcane his trcafury of the Greek 
tongue)to the grcateft Princes of Europej that vndcr their names it 
might paflc with greater applaufe to their Vniuerfities: So I do here 
humbly commend this his World of WoNDERS(aworkof 
farre leflc volume, but no lefle value) to your honorable protection, 

that vnder your patronage it may pafle to the vniuerfc ofourBrittilh 
natio. And verily among thofc many radiant Diamonds which do (o 
beautifie his Highneflc Cro wne & Diademe,I could fee none more 
refplcndcnt, and confequently fitter to be placed in the Frontifpicc 

of this workc (like two great lights to mine in the heauen of this new 

worId)thcnyourtwoLordmips. For who more fit to patronage fo 

conceited a workc, then they who fort heir fufficiencie are beft able 
to iudge oi'conceitstand by their excellent difcourfe (as it is faid of 
(,tn A9 .xo. A s h e r) to afToord plcafures for a King ? And to whom (hould ftu- 

dents hauc recourfe, but to thofe who are &mmi)udiorumtjrfndioforum s 
both loucrs oflearningand of learned men? (whofcrecompenceih 
this barren Agc,were it not for fuch bountiful bcnefa&ot$,would be 
but fmall; their bed might be vpon the ftraw at the fignc of the Star, 

and they get nothing but their labour for their paines.) And if it be a 

true fayi ng, Temples are to be dedicated to the Godsend bookestogood mc*$o who 

may 1 better dedicate this Apologie, then to your good Lordmip^ 
horn thofe eminent parts andalmoftheroicaH vcrtucs of y 



dearcft VnkIc(whofc vntimely death hath bene fo infinitely regret- 
ted) arc now (as out of the afhes of the p/tarix) quickned and reuiued 
againPand in whom the bloflbms of many rare vertues putting^mh 
fo timely in this Aprillofyourage, do promife more then ordinary 
fruite of great good in time to come? 

But left I mould /eeme to guild gold : and for that you ^rc not 

wont to feed vpon the wind of mens words 5 1 ceafe tobe;furthcr 
troublefomc: though neuer ccafing in my beft wifhes and dcfirris to 

pray 



pray to the 
(who is great without q 
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place^tcrnatf without tih)p 

the Center to the eirc^e^fe • *oi^ 
higheft Scraphjty) to blcffc your Lprdfliitw with 



cyniph 



peace ofconlcienccj ricrcafe, bfWounand fengtnofdaics: that his 
mod excellent Maieftie mayil^ enio^ueMaithfull Achateses, 
and learning fuch bountifull M b c a ru t b S, : and that in the cud of 



ortalitic (affc 



may attune to t 



uimu wBg«nATBs,j ana mat m the cud ol 
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wferj Tntnjfoion of 

tmW/^p^j/MM Morf » MM jJrcfent vnto thee 
vndertbcnameoft\Wx>MsdWohi\as. When J cad it a World of 

Wondcx$sbinke not that I go About to gull thee with an happelourde 

fame counta fatt work , bating only glorias* title , and performing nothing Ick 

thai that which the title dotl/pP)fti(l ahdpm&d. Uke Lucians Vcrar hiftorij?, ore, 
pedhng pamphlets , which haue pjus falis quam fumptus, Morcconccit then qoft 

^fnw K the world with copper for go^^ 

yf'jd ivhcn 1 fhS^cn *M<^,\iMagine not that thou haft either Pafcphatus 

a™-* w /a*W> GoularS Admiianda^ WoJ/uis Memorabilia,*" Torauc- 

mcda s Mandcu ile of miracles; w any fuch rhapfodie cfan indigefted hi) on , who ft 

°f f/je U ?V«"> **' « famed, pit Jjy, and 

plea/ant i^fpolog/e, wUofelitk doth neither bely the text, nor the text frame the title. 

For as tt is called A World of Wonders :fo it containeth a world of matter, and that 
beyond all maritel.So that if Poets do rightly callh^ 

f won derive may well call this Apologie A World of wonders, confide- 

r/ng the ratne-bow hath not halfe the varietie of colours, that this apologie of ftranve 
and pleafant hfories.And though a wonder lajl but nine dates ,.u the common fay in A- 
yet a World of wonder skvil lafi to all poflcritie.Andvcrilyjfwc may conieliure of future 

cucnts by former frrfi dents , / fee not but that it will rcmaine (more durable then the fc- 
ucn wonders of the world) euen to many generations, fith it hath already pa (Jed the pre lie 
{if I hatte counted right) we/ neare fourteene times within thtfe for tie yeares. And 
//"'< }fatt (if the Catalogue deceiuevs not) wcarctorecciucamwimprepon. So tl 
a haue b,:t halfe that kind entertainment here, that it hath bad,andjlilhath,in it o 

commy,tld?rinper\vtllbenoloferbythebamin 



t 





ypftrpoje (gtotkRcader)bddtainetheewithm a . 
bcuttcarmesandWes,norytii6dhttfcthypafa^ 

tus, (for that were but to defwtthe time } andtO mite Jliada port Homcrum, confi- 
dcrtng tt hath bcMfuffictenthpir formed by Manutius,Camerarius, and this our Au- 
thor.) Howbettffreih'mgifnt^ fortbis^po- 

logiejo dear c it offhofi rtarty imputations and afperfions that are cajl vponit . M well 
i pon the matter of the bookwtbe manner I 1/ writing: t 'he truth of the hi/lory, <u the mo- 
dejlie oft he hiftorian.Andfirft to begin with crimen falfi : Our good Catholich abroade 
and corner- creepers at homesick not to caft out fuch jpceches asthefe-jhat it is an eafte 
matter to make the tale run which way fralpleafe the teller yhat m vnder the fair k face 

lieththefouleft heart Jo(ofte)in the fmootheft tale the fmalleft trttth.ln a word fiat Ste- 
phens ^ologieunothingbutarhapfodieoffablesofFriers,deuifedofhuf and 

therefore thcTranfiatorhadmedtolooketolmproofes, But what writer flwuld be in- 



nocent, 
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ttMnt,tffichfenM might pajfe for proofe ? They are therefore to know ,t hat 

the great ejljltcklen are not alwsy thegreatejl ftrihrs, nor the loudejl barkers the for ell 

biters >JVe haue liued too long to be feared with fuch bugs. Kjlnd I doubt not but (I or all 

thefe crackes and brauadoes) they wit take counfell of their pillow , and (perhaps) flroke 
their btardsfut times (as the DoSlort of 'Sorbonnc thatdifputed Erafmus did, 

ere they could bring out one wife word) before they will di/proue it. For had tt binfo eafte 
a p'tl to haue bene Jwallowedjve Jbould haue heard of them long ere thujonfidcring they 

haue had it lyinv by them full fortie yeares and more. But this u the matter: //Stephen 

or any other orthodoxe writer trip neuer ft little, and mifiake but the leaf circumflancc, 
they try out by and by that they do nothing but belie them ) that they mif report their all i ■ 

ons y andfalfife their toofttions,&c. Wherein they deale like certaine theeues^ who rob- 
bing a true man t and finding more money about him then he would be knowne of cried 



out of the faljlmd of the world y that there was no truth to be found among men . They 
may dowelltolooke a little nearer home, where WaJfingham (one of their owne wri- 



Rich. 



that Friers in the raigne of King Richard thefecondjvere fofi 
(or rather tnfamom)for ther lying Ahat it w>u held aa good an argument to reafon thus 
Hie eft Frarcr,rrgo inendax: $e & a Iftper, a Iff r: as, Hoc eft album, ergo' a » 
COloratQ.-Thisiswhitejthercforecoloured. Andthat they haue not yet loft thew/jet.^^' Ko 

Jlone/tor left their old wont, may appeare by tbofe infinite loud lies which they haue pub. Pij f??efi?cJ 

hjhed in their Lcgetids,Feftiuals,Brcui4rics , Specula Hiftor. Vira? Patrum tioures 6o , b - lta ' i - 
Office$pes^ortifories,Hrtuifes, &e. For n^6* a Mahomct left but n S .fables in ^1$™' 
huMconn-.tbey haue left more then fo many thou/and. For hardly fiat/ a man find a co '"'- 

leafe(l had almoflfaid tt Une)without a lie. Togiue a taftoffome few: What more com- d S ffj 3 7t 
mon in their writings then fuch fMs as thefe? That b Saint Denis //* Arcopagitc col'!. ° 197 

tookevphuh,cad after it was firikcnoff^andcariedit in his hand two miles, T ha f taint 1 A,corSF,Sc - 

Dunfhnc tooke the diuel by the nofe with ttptire of pincers as he looked in at a window, tstSS SSl 

Mdmadehtm cry moft pitifully. That* Saint Bernac turned cake leaues into loattes ,viz. Alcer. 
by changing one letter Jones into fijhes, water into wine : andthat he failed oner thefca H °? H 1 • 

vptnajlone-aa <an hundred and fiftie */Iofcpb of Arimath .company did vpon hisfons les E7oL 
Jhtrt ,and l Frier Herucus vpo hit manth \Thtt ^Sdint N icholas while he lay in his era- * I - C0 M» 

die faffed Wednefdayes and Friday et, on whtch dayes he would neuer ficke aboue onc^. VJt^t 
rhatyaintChx\(ioph€rpitehedhisflaffeintheground 

brought forth leaues : at the fight whereof eight thou fand Pagans became Christians ' Ho)iAA % w ' 

That { BtJl)op Trian honing killed his cow and bis Calfe to enter taine Saint Pan iclce and «?J *** U 
his companie, the next morning both of them were feene feeding in the meadow. That a k L°mb.bid 
k Jheepe behgfoUn,and not reHored to the owner as Saint Patiicke bad commanded, 
hecaufed it to bleatein the belly of him that had eaten it. That l Saint Briccius being but iix&p!t 
4 boyfaw the Diuel behind the Altar, noting the mifdemeanour of the people in a peece Ttm P'' n 

of parchment :and that when he wanted Parchment to write onJ,e pulled it fo bard with cSttL* 

his teet b y tbat the parchment rent i and he knocked his headagainf the wall. Andthat E«mp.i*. 

Saint Martin coninred bimfijbat be caufedhim to blot out what he had written. That , v 
whenthe^KinpdaughterofU^ caUer girdle about the Dragons necke( M saint i.£& 
George had commaundedher ,) he folfowed her vp and downe like a gentle doaoe. That ^ eor R , ' ,t "^' 
" S \^^*^^{^^^%W 4 by making tteftgne of the croft ^ ^ 
vom rejrefhed therein ^ts if he had bin in a bath. That 0 Saint Goodrick (that y>od N or- Angli 
foJke Saint) ten yeares before his death faw clearly whatfieuer was done within ten miles "V' 

ofhimrotmd about: and that he often faw whatever mt done in all the world. That 5esS 

nt Domi nicks bookes being fallen into the riuer, and lying there three dayes, were oico - ,u 1 
d by afiJJ)ermaM 9 4nd taken vp as dry at afeather \ ThafiSaint Romuald Jeliuered JSS 

high 



oLc£cn.nou* 



aur. 
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hiib pints of dm iiutu .tsfbonc as he was borne ; and prefently 4ftcr het was faptized 

j/^jjjj; made a learned Sermon. That* Saint ChxiCtinaJpake when her tongue was cut out.That 
hiB. b Saint Mwgivct being {wallowed by a Dragon ^ hadnofoonermadethefigneofthe 

biiiiJ.Jes. £ri ff €i but the Dragon burst Aptnder^ and out JbecAme as found as a trout. Tht c Syrc 

x * cu Ambright Harle of "Venice ofVto^whetheryou wil) deftrous to receiue the Sa* 

Feftiu. crament, and being not able to take it by reafin of continuall cafttng^ layd it on his fide, 

Omthf7 v f 6 P^ vc mxt ,J " tttArt y f*P n & Lord tfm ^ n0we fl that I hue wee with all my heart, 
coll .4. ° / would fain e receiue thee with my mouth if I durjl . but becanfe I may not t I lay thee on 

the place that u next my heart : and hatting fofiid, his fide opened \ and when the hojh 
a c a p-r.i.ec. wit gone in, it clofedagaine. That d Beda's boy (who led himvp anddowne to preach be* 
U 3 j r C oL 4 . ' caufe he was blind) being difj>ofcdto play the knaue with bim,brought him into a valley 

full of great /tones s telling him that there were many there ajfcm bled to hearehim ; and 
that when he had made his fcrmon, and concluded with per omnia fa?cula facculorum, 
the flones an fwered aloud, .Amen venerabilis Pater* which was one jpcciall reafin why 

€ Roacnu fx was cuer after called Venerable Beck' . T hat when «Thomas Bcckct (who neaer 
1 foucdJiut. dranke any thing but water) fate at table with Pope Alexander, and that his Holi- 

neffc would needs faff of hit cufitejl his abflemioufneffe jlwuld be knowne^ G od turned the 

water into wine: Jo that the Pope found nothing but wine in the (up. But when Becket 
pledged him, it was turned into water again e . For it were halfe her eft e to thinke (not- 
with landing the Pope/bund it to be wine) that Thomas dranke any thing but water. 

With the fc and infinite the like fables (which a man would thinke fbould come rather 
from the wife men of 'Gotham, of the pofl critic of them that drowned the Eele, then 
from any in their right wits ) do their pulpits dayly (bund, and their writings fwell 4* 
gains. And therefore ifyoudonotbeleeuethem,takeheede you be pot burnt for An he~ 



reticle 



;e. 



T^ow it would be tedious togiue but a light touch to thofi manifold fables which they 

hue hrothedof their lying Saints } as of Saint Chriftopher, Saint George, Saint Ca« 

thenncuvhich nener fan } the light ^noreuer had beingfaueonelyinpitlure and imagi- 
f Mtfx. in nation. And which they flame not to tellvs in their lying T rAditions i as namely of the 

'■' bodily aflumption of the virgin Mary into heaue^&c.In their lying reuelations^ as of the 
c.7! deli iterance ofTmum foule out of hell&c. And which they dayly broach in their lying 

g Turiil.Ub.1. reports, as that 'Ignatius Loiola was rapt vp into heauen, and faw the holy Tt initio in 

b iciJitcucc tl,ree P er f 0,JS effencet and that Cod fhewed him the pattern which he layd before 

j.b.i .cip.17. hhn when he made the world. Andlafily in their lying letters 7 of the miracles done by 

\ l,,u v the holy Fathers of their fbcietie in the Weft Indies: as that^a burning taper of a cubit 



Jil> i.cjp. 



uc»r 



length being (it before Xauicrs tombe, burnt aboue three weekes d4y and night, without 

fling. That\t man (who neuer faw further then the length of his nofe) opening Xaui- 
^'"Jnttd crs t0 ' n t' c > and rubbing his eyes with his hand t recouered his fight . That 1 a peece of his 

toLtotfiQi whip and girdle cured all forts of difeafes'.And a thoufandfuch like: which our holy Mth 
c tUtthf cum the,- catleifWus fiaudes, godly cofinages : and themilke which SaintVm\ gaue the 

it Amu*!?* CQtiMUhnstodrmke^bein^vnableto^/gefifrongerfwate^ at a Frier At Gaunt was 
m Coikr. wont to fiy.Andnomaruel they fliotdd fend vsouerfo many Legends (or rather legions) 

oTti. fia.de- ofl'us s andfuch a far die of fooleries out of forraine countries, when they art notafhamed 



tnon.m pun 



feed vs at home with as fine fables :and that not oncly in printout Alfo in piflur, 



Suph.&c namely .that x fome for the Catholick caufe haue bin here in England/w into Beares skins 

5tac!£wi! and b * iud witf) Caputs. That m others haue hadbootes fullofbeylinggrcafe pulled on 
P Co(ier.C6- their legs. And thai others haue bin jhod with hot ironfiioes^c. That " Luther was be- 
pcnd.orth.fia. gn tn by ^wlncubus,^^ firangled by thcdiuel.T /j4l°CaluinjiW4 Jtigmatickjnd ba» 

g^a. 2^ "'fled fir a Sodomite . That Wuccr renounced chri/liAtt religion at his dc4th % And died 

4 lew. 



TO THE RE AIDER 



4 t^'tf^fairicbwiledbsmfel/^ n 

his opinions out of the Fathers jhou dan wsr.that befral not Ac thoufh, Mi k ft. ^"luk- 
^Pff^nUwfuiUsjliwhcn 



thefi 

Th 



gen. 
ap.f. 
ibidem 



al. 
Canonic. 



%mu ftrumpa^u Xenocratw . TlrtQg&i, Etizabc* h*» Hack hard 
thm dffStM, mMm of ■* b^c^h.t M f t »k & m/H tr ,dimhJmm make p-Ac" 

Meiofls, In MAg lit^mfi^dPliudolb^Mm Latin « «Men ■ 

fZfClZltr'r Y^'fitf™ ""' "*> reafin „ lay lies 



tkkmt/Uitmt. mtmkt0»*it 9 W**i*kJ l d t i l ^J 

people mh fabU>^,M,hem mbinght uh m of the Lit . Viu« ZZ f 

of He Lon.bard.ca h,(ter U /^A f( >• i> mt fiiU rjk/any chripan . nnd tb 
hcanno, , t JhauUte caMtbc Golden J^eni. cmfideL lt 'JZ 

te«b,4 neanfaa or^plumbei cordis.^Briftow bimfelfiria.cLineoftheir^ 
execrable Me Conformities mitten bj Barricmcw de Pife (fir, ha, of ohZ 

^'Mbe^kn^ifFotc^ereji^ 

Imredu&mf » tjtmm vpall the copies they mid hare of. that tbelorldmil 
71etf&run t mfM ' ****** -r forefather, . *S 

maUee of, he J IM l,„ho of Ueugrmnefarre more im f ,i, m u \e who knowm, h« t.me 

former age, wereolhtmtd once to hetrt OfMimpe, a, this day jlicktno, to defend. For 
Booosfa nun do b»l once caU,hc e oHn,crfai,b,l n ofS<,w, Gcorcc Sain CM** ■ 

berefie^pemthen-focietie Anl, « M Unjfae ,hen ,Lher oilt Jh Je ft« 
reeemeU, Apolope ,n defenceofthi, »mby mrteofCotihrnix^ , mttten hIZ <L 
Henr.e Siifm^,mrhe Frier a,ainSt the Al/dran of the Franci^et/oZ 

"Ai*^ f " / n" < "'' bnt y, IMS al(o into tliuiiinJriere. 

fire feeing they or, not ojhatoedto thrnfl rmm ' ^ j £ . 



Jc rcr. 

Hafcic* 



rup ait tib.z. * 
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THE EPISTLE 

to rcll.NccelUy it u we \hou[d fame °f tht » V th *»} h * r f'« s 

andanfwerfooles according their fillics.jhatfi they may hone a qui pro quoyi Row- 

tender »bliua i <#^/M / '/ #r, ^*^« ir - # , rt " viiwLz... 

£*r M tki limldfay(4s their niannerie)that our loadtngof them Mth^ 

tb,n» kllen the far die of onr owe faults and fables 5 and thai to make bngmttftltuet 

(how truly (oeuer)againU the old Legends, doth make little foriuilifying of thuApolo- 
■ -, i r oieilwouldbaucthcmtoknowtbatthereunooncMfioryintbcwh^ 
X t «*Wf tbofi which the Author had by credible information or ms owne f mate ijerua^ 

fr.cnj.ica*. t [ m , v hUh are but very few, and wherein thcfeisno indifferent man(lthmke)butwtll 

rJcrcrcdithim^rote^ 

tiles who are hound to a king occupation) which may not be ptoued by good aMhmtte^ 
and mofl what out of their owne writers:* name/v cut of ltoccacc t Vctnrch,\\mzn\is, 
Puliaofius,PoQBius, Menard, hctwo,and the like : ejpechlly out of the ^ueeneof?^ 
11 arret H cptamcron , //* >w> /» imitation of&occace hu Decameron.^ booki 
which (he fides that it was penned by one of their owne profit on , for Lady Margaret 
author thereof ,was the Duke o/Angoulelincs daughter ft ffer to Ktnr Francis thcjirff 9 

aunt to King Hen ric the fecond, and grandmother to King Hen nc the fourth ^tnow 
Mou.u.F.aiy. ra i 0 „ el /j) u authorized by King Hcnric the fecond,wtth a large pmtledec and highly 

hb uc, * lu corded by youtdeuo 

ratine of King Francis the frH ,that fuch asjfake againfl it were feuerely punned WtU 
vit Fr.rn.iun. netti Frier Tofon.mrdcnoftbe FrancifcansCouent at Vhxodunum, who for pre* 

w *><• cbiw avainll her, a»d faying that /be was a Lutheran , and thatfja deferuedto befewed 

inaptcke, andcaft mto the riuer (for thatjhe baddifcoue#dtbeknauertetef his fellow* 
Friers,) was bm\hed Prance by the King, andfent to be atattyflauein the Mcdtterra* 
man fat, for the (bate of two yeares. 7{ow agaihft that which Stephen hath here dcltuc 
red touching the leudneffe of their lines, 1 hope they will not greatly except. For though 

-Tactic our new Jotogifl'SMim (the great ProXour fir the francifeans) jlickc not tofay, 
Pr*i.«. A P oi. t } )At there u m mm CO mpArt{on betweene their Friers and vs tn regard of holtnejje of 

hfe, then between light anJdarkneffe, Chrifl and BeliaLyet if the matter once come to 

curiou* fanning, it will be found that they haue nofuch caufe to tnfult otter their netgh* 

bours^ they bcini fuch a viperous brood,whofe venome lies not onelj in thetr tonoues ,but 
Ifo in their tatles , that ts to fay,4S well in their leud Hues, as in their dtueUtfbdoSirsne: 
and that if the life of our Minijlers be compared with tlmt of their Kriers,ttwtll be found 
to exceed theirs as far re M Yorkc dothfoule Sutton, to vfe a Northernephrafi.ynd 
that ifholineffe of life be a true note of the Church ,ourt will be found ApoftohcaU hetn 

Apoftat Leal. For if they put their hands into their owne bofoms,oh how leapromjhalthey 

pul the forth again f They are indeed often praymgjet where leffi devotion? vowing obe- 
dience, yet where more contention? cha/litie,yet who more luxuriomfpouertte^et whofi 

couetotu! It were infinite to recount what we find in their owne writers of thetr Pf"^ 
Dc nus.cu.i- annC5 Salisbfaith.thatthereafon (in Gods prouidence) why Popes dtefoM^tSyMttf 
4Uib • ,, • they flwuldlitie any longtime they flwuld corrupt the whole Church. KM fatth>thatm 
nc .He, Muttony and lccher hV c&mmn quemq ue fuperanf . Warnerus author PafctciTemp 

Hen hcu,DomincDcus,quomodoobfcuratumcftauiaim^mutatuseftcolorop- 

timus. Qualia contigiflTe circa ha?ctcmpora etiam in fanfla fedc Apoft. quam v£ 
que line unto zclo cuftodifti/candala i qualcscontentiones/ea* 5 muidiae, am- 
bUioncs > intrufioncs,pet(ecuttoncsf O tempus peflimunvn quo deficit fahflus & 
diminutar funt vcritatcs a" filijs hominum.Eia quis conucntusf qua? congregation 
, rt ftlc quishomoiamfecuruserit,firicdcficitfanaitas Apottolica? P<trarch^M^ 
T-TEp it. friend not to come at the Popes Court (which lay then at Auinion in Vmvx)hath theje 



TO THE READER 



vords:Loco tc fi uiouerc voIueris )a d nos veni: vide Romam, vide Mediolanum, 
vide i Vcneaa$ ) vide : Horcntiam,videl>atauium tuum,vide Bononiam: poftremo 
quidJilKt vide, Iudos quoque, modo ne videas babiloncm , neque dca-endas in 

Internum vjuus.// thou wilt trauatle,come to mgwgo to Rome, or cjtiillan Venice or 
Florence, or to thine owne ci tie Padua, or to Bononia : in a word, go whither thou wilt 
(though tt be to the indtes) fo thou com not at Babylon ,and fo cjuict to the dwell ed 
begtutthareafonofthtsh^ 

Alhna vel ^gypna Babylone,quicquid dc quatuor Labyrinth*, qukqmd deni- 
quede Auenii Jimine,de<j[uetarfareisfy]uis,/uIphureir4j' P a]udibus leeifti : huic 
1 artaroadmotuin,fabula eft. Hie tqrrificus fimulatquc tcrrificus Ncmroth hie 

pbarctra 6emirami5,hic inexorabiiis Minos, hie Rhadamanthus, hie Cerberus v- 
niueifaconlumens^kTaurofuppofitaPafiphae^ixtuuH^ucocnus 
mtjproIelquebirorinisMinotaurusineft^enerismonimcnta ncfandic : hie 
ftremoquicquidconfurum,quicquid atrum, quirquid horribile v/quam eft , ul 

hngitur, afylQmMcTbatisJhat whichthou readefl of Babylon wAffiria,«r of 
tbattn ^gy pt, or of the four e Labyrinths, or of the gate that leades downe to hell or of 

thojetartarean woods % andfulphurean lakes, Unothingm compartfin of this hell " Here 

dwels that towring& terrible Nimxod,thathutingrigsby Semiramis^/ inexorable 
JVlinos and liadamanthus,//*/ alUeuouring Cerberus Pa/iphac who profit- 
tuted herfel/e to a bull, that mongrell and monftrons kind, of which Virgil fbeakesof: 
that two formed mUjhapcn Minotauru$.:^f monuments of/awlefe/uji not to be named 



wordjtothing is or can be imagined fa con fifed and out of order j fo vgly. horrible 



po 



hU ?™f ,ich ?, mt *° befeen. But to leaue their f opes ,and come to their Prtefl 
what fat throne of their holy Fathers of them in gcnerall? 

Noclu filium Veneris agitant in cubihV 

Mane filiurn yirgims facrincant in Altari* 



Nodlc Vcncrcm ampl 
Mane Virg 



■"Innocj. ia 
die Cincr, 
Scnn.i. 



Andwhat faith y Palingcniusf 

Proh dolor Ihos tolerarc potcft Ecclcfia porcoi, *inSa S i«. 
Ountaxat ventri, veneris fomnociue vacahteu. 

Holcot collet h the Priefls in his time Sacerdotes Pr iapi : and faith moreoner that they 
-re Angeh Sathana; per difcordiami Angeli Apoftatici per fiipcrbiam. Anseli in- 

cubiperluxuriami Angeli aby/Iiperauaritiam. Hence it is that Er aiinus4?^. 

maunded what chant it was-, an/wered,that it wa s a Friers cowle, becaufe it couereth a 
multitude offwnes. And that it doth fo, heart what Walter Mapes/w /&: 

Eft nullum MonachomaiusDajmonium, 

Nihil auarius,nil magis variunij 
Cui fl quid datur,cft po/TelTor omnium, 
Si quicquam petitur,nihil habct proprium ( 

Si prandctjCompctitjVt Ioqui nefciat, 
Ne lingua denrium opus impediat. 
Si bibit, expedit,vt fedens hauriar, 

Ne pes Tub ponderc ventris doficiaf. 
Die dcuotustfdoratdolia, . 

N o^c cun> bip^de laborar be/lia: 
Tali diicriminCjtali moleftiai . 

Merctur vir Dei rcgna cocleftia* 

^ a And 
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K>ind what bone ft men theft kfuites are,may appeareby the late Gunne-powderf reafi 



f.Quodl. again/Ibis UUaicfiy and the Statc^andby that which Wat/bn and other fecularPriefi. 



•I without as within the land banc written to their great commendation. But though 

Pl enck fjilent.yet the very ft ones would fpeake(as chrifl faith in another cafe)andjbr- 



I Cit.il.Tc!). 

I vent Iih. I '* . 



the fwdmfji 0 f their lines. Witnes {Among the reft)* f titan in aft one pal in the Library 
of the Monaflery at FuMa (which remniwsa* a monument to the world of their euer* 
lofting reproch and ignominy )of* Wolfe in a CHonks t$mte>wHh a flatten crmne^ lea- 
ning on a ftaffe , and preaching to a company ofgeefc, and faying, Tcftis eft mihi Dcus 
quam cupiam vosomncs in vifcenbmmtis^ndthatofaCatwitha miter onher 
headend a crofter ftaffe in herfoote, preaching to the mice. To whom one of them anfwe* 

nth in this fort : Charius eft mihi vt moriar Paganus, qudm fob veftra manu nam 

Clmllidmis .The Cat replies , 

Quod fucram non fum,fratcr,caput afpicetonfum. 

S he an fivers againe^ 

Cor tibi rcftat idcm,vix tibi prarfto fidem. 
Whsch pilhrts bang alone too.y cares old at the leaft (though WiceliUS call thept Lu- 
themuftimas) do notably fit forth the fraud and felony y the couetoufnes andtrechery of 

thePo f)ijb prelacy . For netur did greedy Wolfe fo rauen for his prey > nor the cat fi nar» 

rowly watch the moifi, ,u thefe falfe Friers haue done to prey vpon t he poor e people .Wit 

ncs the R o/nanr of the R ofc, Mapcs his Goliah, Chancers Iacke Vpland,Taxa A 
po ftolica ^c. Kyi nd whereas the) fay that the loofe life of Catholicks proceeds only from 



R ofc. Manes his Goliah, Chauccrs Iacke Vpland.Taxa A 

yenu. 1 ---- - - - - - - - 

ortlio f , _ _ 

1'rxf: a J Lea. humane frailty, and that in <vs hereticks it flowes from the principles of w 'new diuinityi 

huh permit sv fm y^difrenfeth with polygamy $ grants liberty to a man to copam with 




o- 



his maid when her miftris is too coy : They keepe their old mnto filing and (l> 

For none of all thefc can be deduced by iufi conferences out of theprincipl 

flrimithc fir/ bang a meere miftakingofCaMnitheficond t ibc fngular opinion ofO* 

chinus -.the third > fiamefullflandcrandwilfullwrefting o/Lmhcr. T hefwnes rather 

of ihc popijh Clear'gy and Laity do flow from the principles of their diuinity y and art as 
itv//pra?dicationis as cornier fationis,,** well Cathedrals Perfonall.Forveniallfinnes 
(to vfc their owne dtftintlion\arc eafily done away with a jfhortjlirift, an Auc Mary,w 
a bo!) water ftrmklc. Witneffc their owne verfes here enfiing: 

Confitcotyundo, confpergor, conteror, oro, 

Signor,cdo>dono:pcr h»c vcnialia pono. 

T hat is, 
I am confeft vntothc Prieft, 
I knock mine heart and brcft with fift i 
With holy water I am befprent: 

And with contrition all yrcnt. 

I pray to God and hcauenly hoft, 

I croflc my fclfe at cucry poft. 
I cate my Sauiour in the brcadt 

I deale my dole when I am dead. 

And doing fo, I know I may, 
My venial! finncs (bone do away. 

And its for mortall finncs y any wan that hath money may haue a warrant dormant Jo do 

what he lift , euen to commit ftnnes a^ainft nature^ to mary his Aunt with Ferdinand, 
his brothers wife with Henry the eight 9 his niece with Philip the fccondinay to mary his 

owne fifler : for Martin the fift (of whom the hoyts at Florence were went to ftng as they 
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TO THE READER. 

• El Papa <Jttartino non vale vn *quatrino: 'Afanbine, 
Martin thcPopc is nor worth a rope:) 

diJfenfiJ with one to mary his ownefifreryss their cwn*writers do record.Ei qu id(f 0 vfc * AntonXuro. 

*Crantzius his words) hodic oer difpenfationcm Apoftolicanonobtinetur? What 

tnaynotamandtnowadayetiywarrantfromthe^poftoM V* , de 

are vtont to obtcSljbat in {peaking again/l t fie cunning and Jleight of merchants , chea- cbu. &s y w. 

tertjnountebanksjbecouetompraEhf' ofvfrrers^tleknaueries of Friers } &c!he doth j. n u ™^ pJ * 

nothing but teach tbem % and therefore mtght banc done better to haue concealed them ! / bo Dilpenl 
anfwerjbatbereinhekathkiafofowedtbeexan^^ 

anstf/Ariftotle who deliuercth the doclrine ^Fallacies, or Sophifticall SyJIogifmes, eap 
not to teach men how they may play the Sophifiers^ but how they may cjpy and auoid 
their fophifmes. (And verihifthe Tranflation had bin out bat one halfc yeare before^ a 
friend of mine might haue had more money in his pntfi.) of the Lacedemonians, who 
were wont to king forth their fertsants being drunk, and to fljew them to their children, 
that feeing their beajlly behauiour they might grow to a greater loathing and detestation 

of their drunkenncjfe. And thus much for the matter of the Booke. 

Touching the manner of writfogibecaufe the moflcU fancy and affect nothing but 

that which it canded with pleafurc and d^kbt^ he hath ofpurpofe penned this Apology 
both pithily like a Logician % andpleafantlylikea Rhetorician -.yet not following the exam- 
ple of the Lord of Saint Aldegondc, who vfeth ieafts andplcafant conceits asfaoult^and 

not as fawce^and can neuer take manum de tabula; but rather the precept of Ariftotle, 
who would haue matter of meriment (asitmre)fprinkUdmadifmrfi! % and vfedi< «*- 

fv*(A« 9 not it K<T«fffMt, oneljas a condiment, and not as nourijhment tpurpofely fanning 

h filthy /ot/en, and vnfauory ffeeehe^ as being not onely condemned by the Apofi/e,but 

by the very light of nature itfelfe . But doth not the Apo/llc (may fome fay) condemne 



To Alvear. 9c 



a 



<ell iv7t*v*\ltw as ajcrxjokvytdM jefling as filthy freaking? No verily 



welltranflated 

med 



curn- 



imf« is nothing elfe but Ariftotlcs (3*{*oM X t*' \-And therefore it is not fo n 

letting in the Engli]h,nor plaifantcrie in the French: it Jbould rather bet 

litters it is in the old Latin Interpreter. For fo the Syrian Otietaphrtfi vnderi lands 
when he cxpre(fcth it by »mai & w«n,lufus & fabulae, as a man would fay, toyes and tri- 
fles \ fables and fooleries. And Bruciolus by Ic cimckjhat is \idle iergon andva/nebab- 
hng.And Luther by lefdWttttatt fc&fotpff, light talke, Wprirtle prattle.r^- 

^/•eTheodoret faith ,tbat the Apofile condemnes not all manner of ie fling and meri- 
ment j but onely immoderatum tiCixmjmmodcrate mirth: fuch (faith Primafius) as 

cannot flandxoith chrijliangrauity: (fuch as was the feeffing & fcurrilous vaine oft hat 
famous fbould 'i fay ,or rather infamous lend libeller Martin as well mar re Church and 
mar-Prince as Uar- Prelate.)We mufl therefore diftingnijh inter fakm Mercurij^ /*- 
lem Momi, between f equity and fcurrilit% vrbanity and ribaldry: Inter iocos crucn- 
tos cV cruditos, between fuch iefis as will '/ufl undcre fingu incm^and thofe that witlcC 

fundcrc , that UMtvteene fuch as will make our aduerfaries blujb^nd thofe that will 

make them bleed.So that telling being rightly leucled in regard of bis obiett (for it is no 

newfaying^on paticur lufum, fama^des.oculus.') and rightly bounded , / meane 

kept within the banks of Charity & Sobriety /nay wel be <vfed,& that in two cafes: either 
in way of honefi recreatio: or in dealing with ob ft in ate here ticks and enemies of the truth ^ 

who bauing bin confronted & confuted a thoufand times ouer^erfifflil in their fomer 
follies \albeit they bring nothing but the painted face cflczabel, rotten frtsffe newly var- 

ifhed ouer 9 and old cole-worts in a new dijh: that fbtheymaybe(astbe Lord threatneth 



the obftinate Icwes)a by-word andaprmrb^a hifiing and a derifion to all that are round if .9. 
about them. For proofe whereof (to faffe ouerprepbane miters , as *CiCCTo/Hofaee s l? c °t alJ 
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*jnftii out. * Quintilian,4»^ the liktyrho in feme caps pr$rreafle*fdHtmcei(b<firta founder 



lib. - cap ^ 
Scr!ii.I.j. 



fiitb 



ridiculum 



iai .10. fortius, & melius magnas plcrum^ue fecat res.) 

7 he current oft he ancient fathers ism this point concurrent :fome teaching the lawfuL 
A«w.!).Trc(. ncs of it by precept; others by prailifc, Ircna>»us derides the Valcntinians, calling them 
hii. i .cap. t - pq, oncs fopiuf tas;W//;wvE6ncs,cucumcrc$ & cucurbiras.7W/fo doth Clemes 

AJv.vjjcnr. Alcxandrinus,Strom.lib.7. yWlgnatiuscpift.ad Tral. Tcrtullian faith that if he 
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csj).6. laugh them to (command dtrtde their dreams and dotages, he femes them hut right 



(yif/z^/^funr/icdignarcuinci^neerauirateadorcntur* Andhi 

Cbrijltan Vhilofopher) hath written a booke which he cah Gcntilium Philofopho- 
m irndo.wherem he finely (huts the folly of the heathen Philofophers. Why then flail 
not be lawful for vs to do the like in it jling at thofe who iejl at God and hu holy truth? 
eperience tcachct h,that an Ironicall fpcech doth often pierce deeper andfiicke cbfer to 

nan then a found argument . It is the Phy fit tans Ugd * iki <* '.for <ts that femes to curt 

dt (cafes of the bodyfo this the Maladies of the mind.lt is the corraftue which tlias ap- 

cdtothcgangrcincof[\AdkPricfls that had fo dangcroufly infetfed the people of the 
vesjCxy aloudforiicisaGod:citherhditolkethorpurructhhisenemic8,orisin 

his iom ney , or (it may be)he flcepcth and mu(t be awaked. // is the fait which Eli- 

j.Kin.i.ti.ii za'lis cafl into the barren waters of I cri c h o ; For as they could not be cured hut by the fait 

which he cafl into the fount Aincifi neither can the waters, vpon which the Scarlet ftrum- 

Apoc.i7. if. pet fitttth {being people ,and multitudes, and nations ,and languages) be cured of their 

fpiritnal barrenncj]e,or of theRomifh pock and Mgyptian fcab,except the fait of the San* 

cluary (as I may fay) be applied to their fores. What more frequent in Scripture then fuch 

Ccn 3.21. h/nd of Ironies? Ikhald man is become as one of vs,to kiow good and euilhNow" 

therefbt c(m* mufl looke to it) left he put forth his hand,and take of the tree of life, 

i.Kin.it.i*. and catcclicrcof,and fo Hue for cucr. Go vp and profper,for the Lord willdcliuer 

the citie into thehands of the King. The Prophet Ifaiah u eommaunded to ukevpA 

p.irable(or .1 taunting fpcech ,u the word fignifteth)againil the King ^Babt'l , andto 

/iy, 1 low art thou fallen from heaucn 6 Lucife^/on ot the morning? And he der'h 
\h.^.\u6- dcth the brutilhncs of Idolaters, i\ho of the fame wood whereof they make a fretowarme 

tlnnifclucsjo bake their bread,and rofl their fit fbimake a God to wor/hip.And how doth 
the holy Ghofl play <vpon the very places of idolatry y as namely vpon mount Oliuet,wfo* 
} Jm he nickname! h it(,rs I may [ay )calltng it no more Mons mi(hchf,/£* mount ofoliues or 
ofvnl/ion,hut (by an excellent Amonotmfy)Mom tmflK'lmh, the mouxt of cor rep- 
ealled Beth-el,^ houfe of God, but Beth-aven,r/# houfi 



l"U r '.i'i 



1 



II0C4.1J 



of iniquity . 

'How if any modefl mind flail (haply) taki offence at fomeofhis broad fpeeches^or 
jhallthinke that they might bane bin better f pared: J /hall defirehim to confiaerthat it U 

not fo eafie a matter to find modefl words to cxprcjfe immodefi things : as himfelfe faith 

Chip. ^4.^.2 .that he hath but laid forth the Hues ofPobift) Prelates,as Suetonius is faid 
to hitue written the Hues of the Emptrours, JEutdcm 'Jibcrtatc ciua ipfi vixcrunt '..and 

that there is no reafon that fomejhould commit their villany with impunity; and that no. 

uufi nmy fpcake again ft it with modefly : or that writers ftmild be counted bandy Bales 

( th.tt is t k»anes) for pub// /lung it, they hone ft men who prac life it. As for thofe rvit-foun- 

dredand letter- fir icken /Indents, I meane thofe cloudy fpirits that are fo wedded to the 
Mufcs, that they become enemies to the Graces, and can relifh no difcoitrfc except it be 

full fraught and farced with Ob.WSol.Videturquod fic:probatur quod nori,&c. 
let them (a Gods name) enioy their Dunfes and Dorbels a their Ban.cs And Batri« 

bres. 
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brcy^Royards And bHnp! bayardw/^% meaftiroAts not by their fane meatwand 



(makinrthfif ' minds themodeU for *ttmn)but giitcvskw to vfe tut liberty >and top- 



mi tat e The ma if e of prudent Phyfttim&ho 'apply the medicine to m malady pith 
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ncubsr refpetl of the Patent* temper -yWgming the famepdthn fo 4 Mafic and a fletk 
fioynach.F^€uetypkmMtionotforeu^ 

titudc andmfouni Clark Ate not to h per (waded with eke fame arguments. For popu- 
lar per fwafm ibi learned prife notyanddtipe demonflrationthefintp^pime not. They 

mufl alfo remember what saint Auguftin.e/iii£,Vcilfc eft plures libros apluribus 

ri,diuerfo ftylo,non diueria fide,ctwm dequaeftiohibus tjfdem,vt ad plurimos res 

bfapdructuaMdaUosf^adaUosauromfic. Thottt, It, is good that man y bookes 

(hould be written by wany<men,& that of the fame argument^ a different ftyle. 

but.noc.ofa.dirferent faithubar /6 rhc fame truth may be conueyed to many j t& 
ibme after (his manner,to fome after titer * 

Touchipgjhe T runflatrnj haue nit much t4 fay : for i do not profeffe my filfa Tran- 

ptor ^either do I arrogm. my extraordinary shl in the French tongue. (I leaue both to 
the skHfull Lingums ofou? modcrne languAges , ^ ft 4tjt ly Sauile , flour ijbing Florio, 

graue Grimcfton ficile and painful Holland,^.; Yet this I hope I may truly fay .that 

ih*nc exprtffed tfo meaning of my Author both truly And fully : and that I haue not loft 

tithertbcltfcorthcgmtojAnyconceityhtHitw^ which ijbeah 

not 44 doting vponmirte omdoingsxforl am notfoin hue either with the work or work- 
manfhifcwith the m amy fifth Me^yke manner of handling, nor the gay coate that 

J haucpM vpon it^ea H&MomitoffM AmmmdifcourfeofChmdez (called the 

./Ethiopian hifto*y)wb* ekofi rather to leaue his BiJhoprick,then local in his book J am 
rather VMarcilius Ftciwis fa [mfaforfy having tranfla ted Plato info Latin , came i 
W^^r»^/rw^MufurMsCandiot to know his opinion of itiwhereCtndiot after 1 
he hadperufedfomefewleAues , ferceiuing that it would not fatisfie the expeffation of 

the Uarned,co»fideri»gM w*s but fluttered 'ouor^and 'that it refcmhlcd the ortginail (ds 

Cicero tkywger did his fAther) in nothing but in name: takes a fionge, and hauinv 

dipped it in 4ninkpot,hloisouttheftrfltage t then turning him to Ficinus t Thoufleft 
Xquoth he) how I haue corrt&cd the firfl page: if thou wilt, I willcorrecJ the reft in Jike 
firttfo wbmFidiwxi very mildly anfwered : No ha fin that Phtq^fhould be difgraced 
ihmgknn default 1 ah dfb refined it again. (Who no/withftandsng haulng done the heft 
he could, by his ruflicttt pmphcitie reUmh.les the maicfly e/Plato j> ftyle (if we may he* 

4eeneScMgtt)nootherwife. then ne if an Owie JJmld represent an Eagle.) Jf therefore 

Any candtdt Candiot (for Ufpeale onely to fuch m haue skill in the French tongue) 
fhall jhew me that I haue done the like in tranflating this ^pologiej and that I haue riot 

d to the V<nus of the French^hcfinm^fitmjft^dfiatneffe ofthephrafi 
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fifuft nfi thefiongeifo that he null corttt? me,andtu>t can troll tne.. At for the reft, l fhal 
defirtthemtofiare their cenfure tiUthey hm learned Mdr Littleton. But left any car- 
ping coimmmjbould bm that be fad found a hole *> mi coate, and that he could fbew 

where m*e miffed the cujhiom I dihtmmia my felfi andconfeffe a fault in the tran- 
flation t Chap> 1 $. §. 1 .which as(in my necefftry abfence)it pa fed Uhe pre (ft before 1 was** 
ware.fo if it come to afecond reuiewfball haue his due correction. As for other fcapetfa. 

mng(ischasbafteefcafedtheCorreamcm)lknownone\exeeptfi^^ 

it a fault to tr an/late a pain & a pot,4/ bed and board: a pot & a cueillicr^/ racke and 

manger: Entrc Paris & Lyon>fcriw*i Yorke and London.Chien dc S.Roch :To- 

btes dog,&c.As though itwereneuer lawfull to tranflate fexecnta , Hue h undtc&And 
Albeit it he booth fe to complaine of thofe infinite rubs that lay in my w ay jmd theft many 

difficulties 
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difficulties which encounter edme inmy courfeiyet he that fball duly sounder the Author* 
intricate notions, hit oh/cure alluftons, his manifold (though not impertinent) exeurfi* 

c»$ y bu continual! repetitions of the fame phrafe in diners fenfes, (for. Homers Tj, /' *V 

*Epigram.i.i >«/fyaw *<tf^*MartiaI 3 WTullies cflTc vidcatUr *Moumigpc,*re not fific* 
jeft.46. q utnt m Stephens a fe propos) and lajl of ill his infinite parentheTes> which were t» 

^ , ^ b ' , ' mugkto ex tret ft the patience of a Saint: willno doubt (if helaue butagraintof candor\ 

as well with conniuency paffe oner fuch faults as are triuiall^as taxe thofe with fame eafso 
cenfure which he jhal find to be materialist for the wide cen furor (whtit cru delis in 
animaducrtendo) 1 fhall deftre him but to make triad himfelfe in tranjlattng of two or 
three paragraphs, and then I doubt not, Quin merit ftudijs xquiorillemeiS'T inching 
the phrafe, 1 deftre the leffe fau our, for albeit lam not ignorant that tailtrt andwritert 

are now in like c flee me; that if they haue not new fajhions, they are not fancied* and if the 
flyle be not of the new fiampe,the author is but a fmple fellow ,and may put mphispipesx 

yet/ banc 0 f pur pole fo tempered my flyle, 4s that it might content the iuaitiomx nothing 
resetting tie iudgement or cenfure of our finical offerers ,who are fo humorotssileauing 
inkhorne phrafes and tapilerlike termesforthetauerne^and affeftcd frames of Oratory 

for the flage. andauoidingefpcciaily the French ft\^ct\e x becaufe 1 would not haw it 
feemetobcatranJJation. 

9(oiv before 1 conclude, I am to aduertife thee (courteous Reader ) that of two edition s 

of this \ylpohgic, I haue here followed the latter y (viz, t that e/Rigauds AnnoJfpz*) 

the rather becaufe l was giuen tovnderfland,thatthe Author himfelft not long before 

hU death ,didreuiew the former edition ofMarefes^tnd left srcorre&ed as here thou haft 
it J haue alfe obferued the feueral feflionsineuery Chapter* they are in that Edition,^ 

haue added the figures for thy cafe, and for more diftincl reference in the quota fio ofpbt* 

ces: which notmthflanding through the Printers ouer fight hath not bin obferued tin the 

l%,Chaptcr*^Andwhcrca*thoumaifl (haply) expeCt another booke to fecendthiej be- 
caufe the Author cats it The firft booke of the Apologie, (fir ^Demonax faith in 

Lucian,« -x%»m « ] \Ai*%)Thouarttoknow that as Francis del'Ifle intendingto write 

three booh of the life of Chulcs CardinallofLomincjnd thehoufe of Guile, conclu- 
ded all in one :fo our author purpofsng to haue added a fecond (and it may be a third)vn* 
to this fir fi^by reafon of bis great emploiments and manifold difraclions,hath fbutvpall 
in one, making the Preface to the Reader fcrue not only as a fpecimen but as a fitpplemenp 
in ft cad thereof: as thou maift better vnderHandjf it plea fe thee toreade the Preface fa 
the fecond part $ . 2 . The material I faults which corrupt the fen fe J hautcoMtlid aecrf* 
ding to the page and linens thou maifl fee in the end of the bodke,where I JhaUdeJin the* 
to begin to correct before thou begin to readcjntbc Preface tothe Reader pag*ia,lin.j9. 
thou maifl (if thou pleafe)for The cudgel! marres loue,Thecudgel made loue 9 roade 
The cudgcil kils loue,The cudgell kindled loue> Other literalland ltjfefaultsj»hich 
haue efcaped either my pen in writing,or the Printir in correcting^ I leaue to (fry indict* 
ous candor.i^fnd thus much (if it be not too much) Ml Cuffce for the prefent* till this 
world being ended, I bring thee further newes out of another world. London,Nouemb, 6 . 
Anno 1607* This very day iufl one and forty y cares fince the firfl Edition of this xjipo^ 
logy : and the day after the gun powder 7 "reafon, 
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Jjfo HVCr DIVES in the Preface to hishiftorie, hath an 

excellent laying worthy our ferious confideration , tea- 
ching vs to condemne that in our felues, which hecon- 

demnes in the auncient Grecians y for f^eakin g vainly of 

fundry accidents which fell out before their time,groun- 
ding their beh'efc vpon an vnccrtaine brute blazed abroad 





without taking further paines to fear ch there in to : which 
L was the caufe they Co often entct tained faMhood in ftead 

of the trurh. Which fliopld teach vs to bridle our leu irie, 
as often as we are drawne to credit any teport,efpecially in mattei* of importance. 

But this cuiil hath made fo deepe impreflion ia many mens mindes , that before 

it can be beaten out of tbcm,l fearc me,they muft be call in a new mould . Not- 

withftanding,thcreafons hereof are different > for the caufc of fbme mens oucr- 

great incredulitie,is weaknefle,and want of iudgement, in that they are not able 
to difcuffc what they heare . The ouer-light bcliefe pf others proccedcth from 
hencejin that they neglccl^tleafrwi/edo notferiquflyconfiderwnatis (aid, but 

reliemore vpon the authoriuc of the ipcaker, then tHe' truth of that which is fpo- 

ken, according to that Of Euripides: 

In rich mens mouthes the fentence ofihepoore, 
Soundeth alike (perhaps) but weigheth more. 
Which common experience proucs true in thoic who are wont to fay \l 'beleeue 'H 

for I heard it of fuch a Gentleman, or fuch a Lord, or (td cxprefle Euripides his o wnc 

terme) of fuch a man cfcredite and account , Seeing .(Ben this ouer-great credulftie 

entertaineth all rcpons alike without iudgement or diicretion, to cxcmplifiecuc- 
ric branch in particular,w6uldjbe aching not onely tcdiou«5jburcuen endlelfe,and 
fuch as would neither be pleafant nor profitable to the'Reader. I will therefore 
content my felfe with the relation of one of them , which may feruc as an intro- 
duction tothe argument I Iwue here Undertaken to intreate of. ' 1 
Firft therefore I will begin with the raflmelfe of certaine critickes in cenfuring 

the Writings of ancient autnors,\vhich as it is now ^rowne fatte greater then euct 

it was in former time,lo the leuitie of others in beleeuing their cenfures,was n^uer 
fo great .Inidleed fome of thefe felfcrcbnccitcd cenfurcrs,who haue hot loft all mc^ 



dcme,flioot their bolts in priuate only among their friends rot hers fufTering thent- 
fclues to be tranfported with prefumprion and vaiheglory^or nci*ev\ ith contend 
publifli tliem in print.to the view of the world. Wherof we haucan exampleln an 
Ita/ian,whdfc iudgment(or cenfurejof 'certain latin Poets,if it were ttue>he only 
among all the ftudents of Poets and Poetric ' for thefe diucrs hundred yeares,was 
fhai-p lighted and Eagle eyed,the reft as blind as Moles & I3ectles,And wbat(I bc- 

feech you) fay thefe credulous men heropon^Sueh oV fuch a one(as I rake ir)is no 
fitch good Poet.And why Sir ,1 bfeecHyoufBecadfc(forfoodi)fuch a learned and 

B famous 
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famous writer faith Co . In like manner, we hauc heard of ionic within thefcfevr 

ycares, who haue held ftrangc opinions of lattn authors : ionic giuiog the pre- 

hcmincncc (for a pure and elegant ftile) to three; others to oneonely. Fdrfome 

make a trmmniratt of Terence, Cicero and Cdfar, Others make Cicer 9 the Prince or 
rather monarch and foucraigne Lord of all the Latinifts. And then Godknowes 

how finely they who allcdge no other rcafon then rheauthoritieof fuchioily jud- 
ges come in with their / bcleeue . In fpite of all which,there was a bold Brittan who 

profci ibed Cicero with all his eloquence to pcrpetuall banilhmcnt . Howbeit,hc 

was ftraight recalled by another of greater account. Sec here (gentle Header) 

how thefc learned Latin authors hauc bene trounced by theft dangerourtycon- 
ccitcd and proud prcfumptuous cenfurers . But what mail we lay of Crank Au- 
thors? Arc they exempt from the fliarpc cenfureof fuch critickes? No verily* For 
this worfliipful writer of whom I haue fpokeh»(parcth theGreeke writers no more 

then die Lath. Kud whoknowes not,how that famous and thrife renowned k^4- 

riptte^mih all his Philofophic,hath bcncfcourgcd by a pedant of f«rki 

But to come fomcwhar nearer to Herodotus (the author of whom I am to 

focakc) I w ill here enter difcourfe as well of Creche as of Latino Hiftoriographers, 

feeing they arc the men who arc moft read and perilled by all forts of ccrilurers, 

by rcaibn of their transitions. What hiflorian then is there extant at this day,on 

whom thefc halite hot-fpurrcs fpend not (bmc by-words and taunting quips? As 

when they lay, Herodotus doth nothing but lie, T hucydides can pen an oration pretily 

w tl t and tfmt is all, Xcnophon is not likt himfelfe in his hijlory , And fqme (hew them- 

fclucs yet more ridiculous in giuing peremptorie iudgmcntof the ftyle of the hi* 

» dorian by the tranflation-as when they fay ,7 hncydides hath no fuch graue and ex- 
9> cjuifuc ftile as fomc affirmclyrn to hauc: for a man can fi e no fuch thing neither in 
5> me Latin, French, noranyiftfftf! tran/lation. Theft men (mc thinkes) Ipeake toas 
great purpofe, and with as good t eafon ,as if a man (hould guelTe at the beautie of 

one long before departed ,by his skull taken out of the charncl-houft: bras if one 

feeing a lickc man, reported to hauc bene very faireand beautifull, ofa vermilion 
hue , and rtiddie as a roft (as we commonly fpeake when wc would cxpreffe a 
faire complexion ) fliould call the truth of that report into qucftion, orflioiild 

amrmeit tobeasfalfc as contradiction can make it onely vpon a filly fuppofall 
and mccrc imagination, that jf there had bin any fuch thing,cither the lineaments 
of his fine feature, or fomc rayes and rclikes of that vermilion tinclure would re- 
maine to be fecne . If any (hall here aske me, why I make choife of thiscompari- 
fon, and deliucr my notion rather in this then in any other alln/ion : Innfiver, be- 
caufc I find none fo fit nor pertinent to my purpofctfor I dare confidently affirme. 
that the grcateftpartof Grceke writers, who in their owne language are found and 

fucculcnt, and of fuch excellent forme and feature, colour and tinclurc, that the 

bcamcs of their beauty do draw vs into an admiration of them,and are(as it were) 

an allecliucromakcvs in louc with them: look very fickly, as being much forunk, 
and almoft disfigured in French^talian^Spanijl^md other languages, by rcafon of 

the bad entertainment they haue found oy the way . That is (to fpeake plainely 

without allegorizing) that the greater! part (especially of Grceke authors) who be- 
ing read in their owne language by fuch as vndcrltand them, haue excellent good 

gracc,and do not oncly plcafc the carcbut cucn raujfli the mind with di %hr, arc 
fo poorely and pitifully tranllatcd into French \Spaniih and Italian jthit a man {hall 
find as great difference betwecnctheoriginall Greek and their translations, as bc- 

t wcene a body in perfect health ,and the fame when after a long & lingring ficknes 
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it is ready to giuc vp the ghoft . And from whence (I befeechyou) cometh this* 
but onely from hence, that they which tranllatcd them into their mother tongue 

haue bene tranflatorsof rranUators, that is to lay, haue tranllatcd them out of the 
Latin tranflatiop 5 and bailing no knowledge in the Grecke, haue not onely retai- 
ned the errors of thefc tranllations, but often miftaking cucn them alio, haue fal- 
len into fundry other more groflc and palpable. V/hereof I hauegfacn lomcfcw 

examples in my Thucydidcs, (hewing how Laurentius Valla hath guclfcd,and (as 
it were) deuined at Thucydides his meaning : as alfo how the French tranflatot 

Claudius At ScyjJH bilhop of Marfetle hath gutilcd at Valla* tranflation.But as Valla 
did much miftakethe meaning of Thucydtdes , (oClaudim de Scyficl didgueffc a- 
mifleat Laurenttm liis meaning. So that looke how much the number oTtho/e is 

greater, which hauc bene wronged in this kind (which is more truly verified of 

Thucyd/des and Herodotus then of any other,) fo much is Plutarch the more be- 
holding to two learned tranflators, who to array him in French Mb* onely chan- 
ged his garment and attire . Whereas thefc tinkerly tranflators (of whom I hauc 

Ipoken) change not oncly the authors attire, but put him alfo into another fa- 

lb ion. 

Buttorcturnetothofc who iudgenot of authors by their tranflations, but 
by a ccrtainc notion which they haue of their phrafc and idiomc.Vcrily litch cen- 
furers arc rather to be regarded,as not being lb impudent as the former: nor yet 

like Rabbi Beda,who to the end he might aucrt king Francisthc firft from his moft 

noble and princely resolution touching the eftablifliing or profelfors of the lan- 
guages, alleagcd in the pretence of the now deceased againft ihcGrceke, 
that it was the fountaine of all hcrcfies. whereas hc(on the contrary) encouraged 
the King by all poflibie meanes to go forward with that lb worthy a workc . But 
after it was once knowne that Beda condemned a language whereof he fcarcc 

knew the fir ft letter , he was condemned of all for a very bcdlcm. Thole (I fay) 

which rely vpon fomc (mattering knowledge thcyhano of the language, are not 

in the fame degree of impudencie with the former $ notwithstanding they fliew 

that they haue eaten too much of the criticall crcame,whcn they ccnlure a whole 
worke becauftthey vndcrftand fomc part thcrcof.Bur that wc may the lefle won- 
der at tl)is ramnc(Te,we muft remember an excellent laying of the forefaid Thncy 

dides^ There are none fo bold.ts theft blind bayards. "The realon is plaine,hccauie they 

cannot lo Wv ll fbrelec the difficulties which they arc to encounter with , as thofe 
who haue waded through them . And verily this prouerbiall ftneence is verified 
at this day in all bold anil rafli aducmim rs,bntefpcciaily in fuch as take vpon them 
to ccnlure cla (like authors, a thing as well dangerous as odious . How euer it be, 

ccrtainc it is that they who for their fiiificicncie might btft play the t^friflarch/ y 

and thereby purchalc to thcmfelucs immortallfamCjdolcaft of all others inter- 
meddle therewith. 

But to defcend to particulars i if the common proucrhc t K>ffioks bolt ufoone 

fliot, was eucr verified in Greelte or Latin writer, it may be truly laid of Herodotus 

'aboue the reft : for he (poorc author) is eucr brought vpon the Irngc, nor onely 
by fuch as haue read him rather in a ftrange language then in his owne ; but cucn 
by thofe who haue not read fo much as one line orlctter in him,but are altogether 

ignorant of the very inftriprion and title of bis hiftoric. How then (may fomc fay) 

clo they fentence andcenfure him < Verily by following the example of others, 
who (it mav be ) know nothing but by hcarcfay neither. Bur leau ing fuch ccrifoi i- 

ous Sirs , I come to thofe who ground not their opinion vpon fo fandie a foun- 

B % dation, 
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dation,but fccmc to be able toiuftifie what they affirmc. I demaund then, what 
rcafon they hauc to condemnc his hiftories as falfe and fabulous t Will fhey fay, 
they know them better then the author himfclfe^They are not(I hope) fo deuoid 
of fliame. Why then do they fufoe& thentfBecauft(forfooth) they haue nofliew 
nor femblancc of truth. Confider here (gentle Reader)how Logically they rea- 
fon,whcn they infcrrc,that therefore they arc not true,becaufc they feeme to be 
falft. 

Rut this is not all I hauc to fay : for I further deny that to be true which they 
take as granted and already proucd,viz. that theft hiftories hauc neither fubftance 
norfliadowoftruthin thcm.Yet admit it were fo : whereon (Ibeftechyou) do 
they ground their opinion < Verily vpon theft two reafons. Firft, the exceeding 
great impictic which is to be fcene in fome particulars defcribed by Hcrodotm 
and the extreme folly which bewrayeth it ftlfe in othcrfome feeme to them alto- 
gether incredible . Secondly conCideting that moft of that which we reade in his 
hiftory ,hath no correfpondence to the cuftomcsand falhions of thefc times they 
fuppofeauncicnt ftorics to be as diflbnant from truth,asthey are from that which 
they dayly hcare and fee. The former of which two rcafons,branching forth into 
two ftemmes or heads J hauc encountred before:for doubtlcfle we dial find fomc 
as notorious fiitfs as any mentioned in Hcrodottif , which we cannot but beleeue 
as hauing bene cyc-witncdcs thcrof. The like I affirmc of the fottiflinelfe of thofe 
times. For though it may fteme incredible to fomc, yet I doubt not but if it be 
compared with the limplicitie of our late forefathers , it will be found but as a 

mole-hill iu comparifon of a mountaineer a dwarfe of a giant. I am not ignorant 

how tlKpoorcALrypttMsin ^^///rare derided and laughed to ftorne for their 
religion (it it may be fo called) and deferuedly I confefle,as mayappcarcby their 
exceeding trifling ceremonies. But if wc come to the fupcrftitious Maffe-priefts 
Which haucbene within theft thrccfcoreyeares,and narrowly fearch all their trafll 
and tr inkcts,wc llial be(in a mancr) en forced to confelfc,that the Mgjptiaiu might 
(in com pari/on)cucn glorie and boaft of their religion. I lay in companion as wil- 
ltngof tsvocuils to point at thclcflc . Notwithftanding left any man fliould fay 
that I fpeake of the laft yearcs fnow,I will come to that which is plainc & manifeft 

to all that hauc their eyes in their hcads.O (will fome fay ; what great fooks were 
theft ALyptiaw to worihip bruitebcaftsil confeflc they were great foolcs indeed- 
yet fo,as that they alfo confePCctlmt worfliippers of Jiucle/fc creatures arc greater 
foolcs then thofe that worfliip liuing creatures. Which being granted,the Maffe- 

pricfts cake is all dough. For they worfliip both dead and liuelcflTc things. And of 
thole things which ncucr had lifeor fcnfe,not only creatures ofaccounr,but cuen 
vile and baft things, as not onely filucr and gold, but wood and ftone alfo. For if 

they did proftrarc thcmfclucs onely before gold or filuer, their worfli ip would be 
fomcwhat more honorable: (as the heathen when they would haue a god carying 
fomc maieftic with him, framed him of one of theft two mctrals.) And they 
might allcdgc that infittr transformed himftlfc into a ftiowreofgold As alfo that 

in all ages ( cuen in thofe countries where Images were not in vft ) couctous men 

Jiaue worfli/pped thefc mcttals as their gods: which cannot be /aid of wood and 
ftonc. Howbeit wc haue a ftory in this author,which fhewes what diftracc may 
befall the worfliippcrs of gold and filucr, as well as of wood and ftone. Forwc 
reade how that Amafis of a golden bafon (wherein he was accuftomed to wafli his 

feet J made a god. And why might he not as well make a bafon or chamber-pot of 

his god,as a god of his bafon r But I leaucit to the Readers confide ration, what a 

gricfe 
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griefc andfhame it ought to be to a man to fcethat, before which he hath profha 

ted himfelfe,conuertcd ft) fo baft and fordidevfcs ascatfnotonoebe named with 

niodeftie. And here doubtleffe the ^Egyptians wouldallcdge forthcmfclues,that 

their worfliip being directed to, and terminated in liuing creatute5 (though they 
had pictures alfo and graucq images) war pot liable to Such diigtoceand inftmie. 

I omit fuch reafons as common fence Jeadcth vs vnto to prefcrre* a liuing thing 
(whatfoeuer it be) before that which is voideof life/or which neuerhad life, and 
come to the other point,viz.that as the Mgjpttins were not fofottifliin their wopi 

fliip,neither were they fo foolifli in defending it; And therefore that which Di<h 

dorm Smlii* reportctn of the Alexsndrim, who would not fardori uRomainetoc 
killing one of their cats, is more exculable and toUerablc then the dealings of out 

Mafte-mongere (whereof we haue bene eye- witncfles) when they cruelly mafla- 



cred thofe that maimed their Imagcs.For a liuing creature maimed in fomc mem 



ber,is hindered of the natural morion whereof thatmcmbcr is an infti ument.But 

doth he (Ibdfeechyou) thatcuttctholFtheleggesofan Image,depriue it of wal 



< 



* 



king? or doth he that puts out the eyes of it (if 1 may To fpeake) bereaue it of fighte 
And yctthCifi^/wwncuer tooke fuch crucll reuengc ypon any for killing their 

cats,as they hauc done of late time in wrecking their malice vpon fuch as maimed 

any of their marmouftts or puppets. 

But fith the comparifon ftandeth betwecne theft two follies , whether fliould 
be the greater, and that all Maffe-mongers do not worihip Images , we will come 
to that which all the profeflbrs of that religion generally wormip, which is their 
reat goddefle Diduajthe pillar (as it were) of Popery ,6k the foundation of all their 

botery,which they maintaine with fire and fwardalct vs therefore weigh without 

partialitieorpaffiomwhat we wold think or lay ifH^«worfome other ancient 

hiftorian fiSould tell vs, that men in certaine countries were T heophdges (thzt k 
God-eaters) as they report K>£\yintbrofofbages^ £lcpb*n$ofbagcs, Ksicridofhagty 

Ththirobhaget) and fucn like $ would we not ftraight lay,that S{\%7 heopbme were 
incredible , and that theft fablers dcuiftd it of their fingers , and fathered it 

vpon them ; though otherwift moft barbarous? Notwithftanding we dayly heare 

certaine report of theft Tbeophagts^wzy (which is more) of Tbmbcus. What fay 
I, report ? fteing wedwellin the fame countries, townes,and houfes with them? 

Concerning other my fteries as wel MoroUgkal as fJyperbddi»omorokgfcal t vtUkh 

accompanie this Tbtopbagie , I leaue them to the difcretton of the Reader , from 

whofecyes God of his goodneffe hath remoued the veile of Tuperftition : not 
doubting but that when he hath well weighed them, he will confeffe with .me, 

that in comparifon of thcm,thcre is nothing baft in the religion of the JEgypi* 

4tfs 9 Imeanc in their fuperftiuous ceremonies, which they otherwift call Re- 
ligion. 

The fecond thing that etackes the creditc of Herodttiu&m that we reade fun* 

dry particulars in mis hiftorie,which fute not with the falhions of theft times.For 
fome there be (as hath bene faid) who neuer obftruing the great alteration that is 

to be ftenc almoft in all things unce thofe day es, would haue the dilpofition,cu. 

ftomes and manners of our anccfters fo to fute and iumpc with ours point-deu ice, 
that nothing could pleaft&t them but what plcafeth vs . And not fo onely, but 
would find a correfpondence betweene the States of common. wealths , king- 
domes and goucrnmcnts of thoft times with theft of ours.Nay, fome in readin 

of aunctent hiftories goyet a ftep further, in meafuring the climats of forrcinc an 




far remote regions by their owne, fuch finiple foules they are. And for conclunon 

B 3 they 
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they alicdee diuefs rcafons , for which fundry things related by Herodotus feeme 

improbable at the leaft. Well, be itforyet what Logickctcacheth vs fuch a confe- 
quentf It is not piobable,dicifore it is falfc.lf this were agood argument 5 nothing 

would foeme cither ftrangCor wondcrfulU For what do we vfe to wonder at,but 
at that which falleth out againft our expectation oropinionfthat is^at that which 

wc find to be true 5 and yet fcemcth tobe falfe, becaufc it is not vfuall,oiiaboueouj 

reach, or againft rcafon $ 1 meanc our mcniall difcourfc grounded vpon fuch or 
fuch rcafons . In the meanc time confider whether this be not to tyrannize ouct 
biftorians,tofubicc1: them (as it were) to this feruitude and flaucry , 'that they re- 
port nothing but what we (hall thinke probable, for fearc of being accounted ly- 
ing, fabulous, and dreaming fellowcs. 

.,. But it will be more expedient (in my judgement) to inftance this by exam* 
pics. Herodotus therefore rcporteth very ftrange things I confeflfe 1 and nSoreoueK 

an%me,that they are of two fbrts.For in fome of his hiftories wc admire the works 

of nature : in other fomc wc w on der at the actions of men $ and n ot fo onely, but 
hold them altogether incredible . Firft then we may not thinke any thing incre- 
dible in nature , if we confider the almighric power of the author and gouernour 

of naturc.lt were inough to make vs all at our wits cnd,if we mould fee the Sunnc 
ftay his courfe and ftand ftil in the firmamcntrand who would not fay that it were 
cleane againft the ordei of nature ? N ot with ftand ing wc hauc fuch authenticall 

proofc herofjthat wc cannot once cal it into queftion.Tme it is,nature now a daies 

produccth neither Giants norPigmes : doth it therefore follow, that it neuec 
brought forth foch? Touching Giants,the Scripture giucih fofficicnt teftimonic: 



and dead mens bones may well induce vs to beleeue there haue bene fuch . And 




Pigmes ( as authors haue defcribed them ) were not much differing from the 
dwarfes and elfcs wc day ly fee . Men at this day liue not ordinarily aboue 80. oc 
^o.yeares.*and yet wc dare not denic but that fome (not to fpeakeof MethufeUh) 

hauc liucd fixe or fcucn ages longer . And befides thofe mentioned in theholy 

writ, we find that many (long nnce their time) haue liued fb exceeding long 
(though not fo long as thofe mentioned in Scripture) that there is no compari- 
son bctweene their yeares and outs . Women at this day go but nine moneths 

for the mo A part : and therefore Herodotus muR be fen t packing with his ten mo- 
ncths . Sec how cafic 0 matter it is for thofe who credit the common report(which 

hath often a bliftcr on her tongue) to condemnc Herodotus as a fabulous fellow 
and lyine Legendary. But let vs fee how many authors they here encounter. For 

if Herodotus muft not be heard with his ten moneths , neither muft Hippocrates, 
Galen^htarcb y Plime } fundry lawyers, nor the great eft part of Poets,as Tbeocri- 

tu6 > ?Uutu4£eciltM y virgil and ProfertiusjNho amrme as much. But ccrtaine it is, 
tf wt they which condemne Herodotus in this particular,eithcr haue not read him, 
or do not remember that they hauc read as much in thefe writers$and being fore- 

ftallcd with this preiudicateopinion, that he maketh no confcicnce of a lie , they 

fcorne any further information 5 to which if they would but lend a patient care, 
they (hould (without forraging fo farrc) find the like > nay fomc farre greater and 

more wonderfull things in the extraordinary workes of nature then any mentto. 

ned by him .For clearing of which point,! wil adde an obie&ion of another kind. 



That which he rcporteth of the fertility of the territory of Baby/on j\wt onegrainc 
yeeldeth for the moft parr two hundred and oftentimes three hundred, farre fur- 

pafTcth the fmitfulncftcofourfbylc, and therefore (fay they)itisoUtofo ) ueftion 

he here Iie^f or the whctflone. Butletthcfc horned Logicians which frame fuch 

crooked 
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aiiyniortMef 

her felfe,then the knife can cot of itfclfe* They wittarrtwer (I am Ftfae) that items 

not. ' " " w ' " .J ' w , ... 

all thefe things i They dare'not denie but that n isO^nipotem^ which fcxiwy 
rant,why ihould they thinke that tobe impoifible to him,whieh ii here affirmed 





y Herodotus f If they (hill fiirthci fivythat hcand other hfflotiaife tell vs fttahge 

tales of the ferulitic oficcrraind co'untac^wbofe ptenricconfifte^atihi$ day only 
in fcardtie, want and pciiuric,andheieii|^n.fhaUac<^tfehim offbiyrie^ lcttbetri 
beware left they in uoluc the holy fcriptures in the/ame accufation; fbrthey make 
fome places fertile,whichare now in a fnaner barren; But if wc Con fider toe horid, 
which foiiitimes ft retcheth forth it fclfrnd fbm times orawes it felf in again,wHicH 
now fenderh forth a bldTing,and now a ctirfc vponone and the flmecountr^/Irt 
briefe,if Wc call to mind the fay ing of I>itt/^,Pi3l. io4^nd refer the iwfbn otoh 
alterations to that fupreameand foueraifenecaufe, wefhall find the True anfwtttd 
fuch obieclions. Mofeoucrjthofe Who for theformer rcafon w il I not bdeeue #r • 
rodotus his report of the feuitfulheflc lof Babylon , will heuer beeleutt thafthe iMi 

Babylon was k> great as he reportcth it to haue bene,viz.thar thofe which dwelt iri 

the fuburbes were furprifed and taken before they in the heart 'of th«citic4iad 

knowledge thereof. For if wemeafure the largencfle of it by thegreatnefleof out 

cities,it cannot chufe but feemefalfe and fabuloUs. ' 

I proceed now to profecute the fecond part,toucbine the actions of mehifirft 

then as Herodotus is fufpc&ed of ralfhood and forgery, tor repotting that Babylon 
w as fb beautiful^reat & r ich,and fituatc in fo fettila foile : fb is he alfoi for the large 

report which he maketh of the puiffinccof the Ptrfitn Kings,L6ids of thatci tie. 



For who cah beleeue that a Kingof P&fia euer led fuch an armie as dhinke riiievi 

drie^I meanc fuch finallriuers as nefpisaketh of.True it is(I confefle) if thekeadec 
fljal confider the power of our modertic Kings,and thereby iudgcof rhepui/Iancc 

and power of the Ferfm Monarchsjic cannot but hold Here dot usiot the fontkft 

febler that euer writ. But to make this comparifbn,were to demaund (as one did) 
whether the Sea were greater then the Lake of New>caflle : and' it Were to fbeake 



with as good judgement as he that faid(as it is reported)^ Rty de Ftdnfl fifiujji 




bin gouaerna, } /ouffi maitre ethouu de noutron feign*. It were 



tomeafute 

thc.pow er qf Princes .with his mete-wand, who faid,M0, Th purmito 'jlo ft , I Hot 
l&ftzbfor mfiHMdrcostie ^p.cheif^norih^Mber^oMmettereinterrA tin* 

quecenti ctudtfouili . Forlooke now mucn thefe fond fooles debated the King of 



France by fuch ignorant and doltifli (peeches : fb much do they debaf^ thelCin 
of Perfa who compare him with our modcrnc Kings . But as he which aske 
whether the Sea were greater then theLake of Newtijlle, would tieuer haue de 




manded this oueftion if ho had CectvsDtntbius or Nllut^ but woid (atleaft fhoulri) 
haue gathe/ed>that if thefe riucrs do ineomparably exceed this iLalte in WgneiTey 

the Sea(into which all riucrs do run;) muft nccditic oftt huge tind ftjaddus gttfati 

nefle : fo:hc that bath but read whatfOrees TamberUme Ieuied 0$ late year eS Th 

comparifon (being at the firft but aNeatheard) will' (no doubt) if he haue but a 
dramme of iudgement thereby gather>thatthe power of the perjtah Kin^s did i nf- 

fihitcly furpaffethe forces of our modem e Kings. For Tamberlaine had fixe hun- 
dred thouiand footmen and fourc hundred thoufifnd HoffeBfeU when he en- 

countred Baiazet the turkijh Bmpefour 5! and bauing SfcomfittS WO'fttMdhft 
thoufand of his mended himaway p'rifbna in fetters oPgdld: l*lwt»Aeb -if Tim 

berlaine of a rieathearrf became fo puiflam a Prirtce,to what height (nliy We think) 
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mounted the Ki ngs of Perfsa, confidering that euen from their cradles they were 

men of matchleflc might, which at their dying day they left much more increa* 
fed* For confirmation whereof, though many prcgnan t proofts might be produ- 
ced, yet I will content my fclfe with (uch as hilboriaris do affoord, as namely how 

Xerxes (one of thefe Emperours) gaue toThemtpoclesRat great cities ; the fir ft 

forhis pantry, thcfccondforhisceller, thctbkd fbrhiskirchin, the fourth for his 

wardrobe, and the fift for his bed-chamber. And what great thing was this for the 

King of Per/la to giuc? Verily no more thei for a King at this day to giuc one or 

two fmall villages. 

They further affirme^that it is not probable that euer any Kin$ (hould play 

fuch prankes as Herodotus reported] , notoncly not befecming their places and 

persons (being Princes) but^any fimplc fwaines or corridons of the countrey. 
Whereunto I anfwer, that irit were a new thine to fee Kings commit fa<2s vnbe- 

fecming their places and pcrfons, we might well fufpect his report in this bchalfe. 

But if it be common and ordinary in euery childs mouth, why (hould we not be* 
Jecuc itf YVhar(may fomc fay)is it credible thata Kingfhould fofarrefbrger him- 
fclfc, as to cxpofc his naked wife to the view of his fcruant, as H erodotm amrmeth 
of KingCandautcs ?To which I anfwer, that if Candaules were the onely K ing that 
played fo fliamcfull a part,we were in fome fort to be pardoncd,if we did not fub- 
fcribc heretoj(though other as vile parts and pra&ifesof theirs might induce vs 

to bclecne ix) but when we findc in other vndoubted hiftories that Kings haue 

done the like , why (hould not his teftimonic go for currant with vs < Nay, we 
rcadc of fomc who naue not onely committed the felfc fame fa& , but others alfo 

farre worfc . Albeit my memory furnilhcth me onely with two examples at this 

prcfent.The firft is of one who committed the very lame: The fecond,of another 
who did wel worfc.For the firft,confidcr what Suetonius writeth in the life of C*- 

flg#/4,wherc he difcourfeth of that which this Ktng(or Emperour as the Romanes 
fpeake) did to his wife Cefata, Ft fife chlamyde \fcltag t (b' galek armatam^ iuxta 

adcquitantemjniliHbus ojlenderit , amicis vero ttiam nudum . Yea but Cal/gula was 
a man giucn oucr to all kind of vtflanie. And what then* as though Candaules was 

not as very a villaine as he < For the fecond , confidcr how a King (not regiftred 
amongtbereft as famous, or rather infomous forhisvillanics)hathcommitteda 
tarre more fliameful fad then the (hewing of his naked wifc.For Baptijla Fulgoftu* 

rcporteth hpw that Henry King of Co/lilt, fonne to king /d&#,bcing trigide and vn- 

ablc tqget childrcn,had one by the hclpc of a goodly yong man of the countrey, 

one Self ramus cueua. As who fb will not credite my rcporr,may reade in the third 

chapter of the ninth bookc of the faid Fulgofius. And it is further to be noted,that 

he did not this in heate of affe#ion,in fome fbdaine moode or paflion , but after 

long and mature deliberation , hauing aduanced him from the bottome of bafc- 

neuc to the height of honor, from the dunghill euen to a Dukedome, to the end 
he might at the taft dra wfWm /Mm rhis feruice in rccompcnce of fo many bene- 

fitcs . And if I were difpbfed to ipeakc of priuate men, I could alledgc examples 
of fundry fige$ t poheued with this Kings humour, cofingermans to that witttU, 

who is fo famous by theft verfes of Iuueval, 

— do&ut fpefl 'are lacunar 

Poffuv&adoalicemvigiUntiJlerterenafb. 

But among other (lories impugnedby many ^uid reckoned in the number of ridi- 
culous tales, that is not to be forgotten which is recorded in his firft booke,ofccr- 
taine that came to King Cnsfus ,rcqucftin g him they mighthaue his fons company 

to 
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to alfift them in taking a great wilde Boare which wafted the countrey. See (lay 
they) a fine tablc,and cane to be belecued, that a Kings fonne mould be intreated 
to perfbrme ftich an exploit. Verily if this hidotie were to be examined by the cu- 
ftome at this day, I grant they had reafon thus to except. For examplc,in the yeare 
i548.when acat of mount which cameout of the forreft of Orleans did infinitely 

endamage the country of Berry (as another beaft had done clfcwhcre in the yeare 

1 546.) the inhabitants were farre from requefting the King of France his fonne 

(though he had bene of yearcs^ to helpe them. But if we con/ider (as we ought) 

that Kings in thofc dayes were exceeding iealous of their honour in performing 
brauer exploits in hunting(e(pecially in ftriking fierce and furious beafts)thenany 

of their fubiecTs, we (h all haue no caufe to thinkc this hiftory ftrange. Now that 

they were indeed iealous hcreofjin fuch fort as hath bene faioynay appeare by that 
which Ctefias, Xenop6on,and Herodotus al/b (as I remember) report hereof", viz. 
how they put fome of their huntfinen to death for ftriking the beaft they had til 
chafe , and lb depriuing them of that honour which (as they thought) was due 
to none but to thcmlelues . But leauing the further profecuting of this point, we 
vnderftand by this ftory what great defire they had to become famous and re- 
nowned for their prowefleand alriuitic. 

I haue likewiie heard the ftory of the Magician who feined himfclfe King of 

Perjta t md for feuen moneths was reputed for no Iefle, accounted fabulous. For 

is it likely ((ay they) that this counterfeit (hould not haue bene difcouercd in fo 

long time? To which I anfwer,that we haue fundry examples of this kind of cofi- 
nage(as I haue fliewed in my Latin Apologie) where I hauealledged two notable 

examples of the like impoft ure, viz. of (uch as haue enioy cd the name and roome 
of thofe who theycounterfeited,as though they had bene the parties themlelues, 

which in all reafon ought not fo eafily to be credited : and yet are fb authentically 

verified,that we cannot doubt thereof. One is of dame Ioane (the (he Pope) who 
was held for Pope /^#,rill thata butterflie cameoutofherbelly.Thc other is of 
one Arnold du Tilh> who played the cunning counterfeit fb well, that he was ac- 
knowledged and rcceiued as husband to the wife of one Martin Guerre ,who was 
then ab(cnt,keeping her companie both at bed and boord as though he had bene 
her true husband,for the (pace of three yearcs and more , during which time he 
had cerraine children by her : neither flic nor any of her kinred and friends euer 
dreaming that fhe had companied with any fauc her own husband.But in theend 

her true husband returning horae(but not knowne)commenced fute in the court 

of Parliament at Thouloufe againft this ArnoldjNho dift urbed him ft) grieuoufly in 

his pofTclfion in the yeare 1559. as is to be feenc in that ftrange manner of procee- 
ding afterwards publifliedin print. 

Touching the different difpofitions "and bchauiours of men in fundry coun- 

tries defcribed by Herodotus jx is ftrange they (hould be found fo ftrange as not to 

be bclceued j Specially confidering the difference and diftimilitudc which is to be 

feenc betweene vs and our neare neighbors, as alio the continuall ftrange alterati- 
ons of cuftomes and fafliions in one & the (amc coun try .For as for the difference 
betwixt vs and our next neighbours,who (ces not, how in their manner of life, at- 
tire,and ordinary affaires, they haue nothing common with vs? If we (hould (ec a 
a man of worth in Fr<t»</,apparcued in grecne , we would furely thinke he were 

fomc what fantafticall : whereas in many places of Germam this attire is generally 

approucd of all as decent and feemly. Againe,if we (hould fee a woman in France 

weare a go wne of diuers colours with broade guards,we would thinkc (he meant 

to 
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10 come vpon the ftagc , or that flic did it for a wager : whereas in that countrcy 

they hold this kind of attire very ciuill. Further, we in France (and others alfb in 
other countries) would hauc a hard conceit of a woman that ihould go vp and 

downc the ftrccts with her breaft laid opcn,fhcwing halfe her dugges: whereas in 
fomc places of Italic (efpecially at Venice) not lb much as old filthy hanging dugs 
but arc fet out (as it were ) to (hew and file . Morcouer, in France and clfcwhere 
women go to marker to buy their proui/ion: whereas in Italic their husbands go 
themfclues,kceping their wiucs mewed vp as it were in a cage. Furthermore, kif- 
fing in France betwecne gentlemen and gcntlcwomcn,&c. is permitted and held 
as honcft,be they kinfmcn or others: whereas fuch a kifTc in Italic would not only 
be fcandalotiSjbu t alfb dangerous.ln rccompcncc whci eofjtalian dames make no 

confcicncc to paint rhcmfeluesas/Vw^ Ladles do,tho/e at Icaftwi/e that are not 

Italianized, Thcfe few examples (which may feme vs as a patterne of that which 
hcreaftcr(God wil!ing)flial be handled more at large) /hall /office for this prcfuu: 

and herewith I will conclude, that if in lb ncarc neighbouring nations,and in the 
fame age, the manners of men arc Co diflbnant and d ifagrecing one f i om another, 

wc may not imagine the difference betwecne vsandtho/e of whom Herodotus 

(peakcth fb incredible , they being fo farrc remote from vs, not onely in diftancc 
of placc.but alfb of time. J3ut became the difference betwecne our cu/tomcs and 

thofcof ourpredccclTorsmay cafily be difecrned, I fparc examples. 

Yet one tiling further is to be notcd,viz.that fomc which at the firft blufli may 

haply fecmc foolifli and ridiculous (arid arc therefore thought forged and fabu- 
lous) if they be throughly confidcrcd,willbc found to be grounded tfpon good 
rea/bn. Among the reft, that of the Babylonians recorded in thefirftbooke may 
v well be numbred. In eucry market townc(faith he)oncc a yearc they aflcmble all 
55 the mariageablc maidcs,and leadc them to a ccrtainc place appointed for the pur- 
j> pofe,whcre a multitude of men come flocking about them: and there they are 

s> fold by an officer to him that offercth moft, the fuircft of all being cried firft, and 

)j (lie being fold at a high ratc,thc next to her in beautie,and fb the reft in order; yet 

» vpon condition that they marry them and rake them for their wiucs. Whe reupon 

35 the richeft Babylonians mtcnd'mg to marry, buy the fairefl and moft bcautifull vir- 
jigins in the company,one out-bidding another in the bargain.Tlic country fvvains 

» contenting thcmfclucs though they hauc not the faircft, take the woodden-fae'd 

m wcnchcs,and the ill- fauourd-fbulc-fuftilugs /bra final! /limine. For when the of- 

5, ficerhath fold all thchandfomcft,hccomestothcfotilcftofthemall (her efpeci- 

3 ) ally that is lame, or hath but one eye , or fomc fuch deformiticj and crii s a- 

i^oudjWfjowiH 'lane her for fitch a price? In the end fhcisdcliucred to him that will 

jjbc content to marry her for the fmallcft fummc.Thc mony which is siucn for the 
)3 manage of the fouleft,acrewing of the /ale of the faireft. And thus the fairc marry 
a, the foulc,and fuch as hauc any bodily blemifli or imperfection. Neither is it law - 
j) full for any to giuc his daughter to whom he thinkes good • nor for him which 

9y hath bought her, to carry her away before he hath giucn his word that he will 

„ marry her. This ftory at the firft fight fecmeth not onely ftrange,but alfb ridicu- 
lous : howbeit if we con/ider the cauCcs and inducements which motied rhe liabi- 

Ionium to marry their daughters in this fort , wc (hall find that there is more rea- 

fbn and lefle fin in this cuftomc,thcn in fundry lawes dcuifed by thofc great Phi- 

lofbphers Plato and Ariftotle. 

Now as it cannot be denied but that there a re in //iff o^/w fundry cuftomes 
and faQiions,both wilde and wicked, which for this caufc cany fmall acd'uc with 

them: 
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them : fo mult it needs bcgrantcd.jfoK fee rccord^bi piapy ^l(i4il|P|P^i#r ( 

mous ate and valiant cxpi9i&,yndcwakc^ 

rage,prowe.fle and valour, V may w^Wtfoue a Jpiratjot>t. AflAtfw jkm 
thing in Ihishiftory fo abhorring from Mb M WWwto Wc> bUA|W mm Gffc 

dencc if we compare it with that wj^ttbtt hil|k<^»nstiaucj wt/tt^ m;tkJ^ft 
kinde . For they report faw itangtffa W Wftm a$,w.ej«j«cbj^ued 

infinite grater proweffeandvalouftrA^ 

it was neceffary men uSouJd (as it we*e)4bubk-and.weple tbfii|iV4l9or J in^xpo ? 

fing thcmfeluesagainft their mercMe fury aodj^gc. And w*bm$ daylymwi 

and occurrences whichdqin a ow^coropel ^^vs^olpeleeue^^lt^trM^ whj<jh 

before we held to be falfp . Thsfa&pf ^/«alwav?s thought fofcnge and in* 

credible, was confirmed Anno istf»..fy a.$cot« who bein£ vmm<l. t>y-ttmm 

Rciftcrs (from whom hecould not wM.biraC#)fcapt with, hk kw fe fani # 
top of the moumaine <p*w (near* tp ti*wt#4rm « W titkwiw- thtf$Wi 

and fo efcaped fafe to land: which is a itory confirmed by • innumerable 
monies. . . ' ,•-.'.!, , • ..!■// ii ^V/ .Ib'toil 

I am further toaduertife thee (gentle Reader) rhat fome ftofiesjecpr^J^y 
H^^wluchfeeme very ftrange^and whiebainan wouWtWnk wea Wilten 
for the whetftone, are confirmed not onely by the teftimonies of; apptpued km 
writew, but of our modcrne hiftorian$,as \ haue (hewed in n)y Utine Apology* 

Of which number that of the women of Thracp, may wel be reckoned, who.cpn- 

tended when their husband was dead (forjone wan had many wjjjes) which of 
them fhoulddie with him forcompanie. Foreaehof them affirmed that jthey 

were bcftbflloued:andfhcreupoagres«T«ke w*. ande by Mt IMAinim 

friends, that tliey might hauc the honour to accunpanie him a« his death * :l?Of 
(lie that was thus graced,was accounted happie , the reft going mty with (hanie 
enoughall their liues after. Verily this hiftoty cannot be lam plea* nor para!el!e*J by 

any example of women in thefe countries? tor cuen thofe kindhearts whiebjow 

their husbands beft,would looke ftrangely vpon him that (houldiaskc them wil^ 

ther they could not becontentedtofiy downetbeir Uues fo.r thar husbaods^s 
Akctiia did v (a fac^ grounded vpon belter reafon then that of ihc Thraciats .yfad 

I perfwade my felfe tbey would aske fo many three dayes refpitt : v and fq ftiany 

tcrnta to anfwer in one after another,that there would be no end;.: But fhaHiwe 
therefore fay it isafiction? Formyparr, thoughthere werenonebutpnely/ftsfy- 

dotm that affirmed it, I would not hold it incrediWe,ConGderipg what ctfar and 

other auncient hiftorians write of thbfe which fuffered volunrary death With Jbc 
Kings oUquitanc, FortheKingof that countrej?<faith)ie) hadfix hundred men 

With him,wkom he entertained in his Court ? p«cftitUne wem to hauc $lmA lin 

managing th* affaires of the Stite^vpon condittonithey fhould beare him cflmpa- 

nie at his death : which (without further intreatie), they wereieft4ic to p^forme. 
This hiftory (I fay ^maketh theother inuch more tffldible* But n^mnjt this known 
example, We find this vety thing which fferodtimcpom oftMoT hracian^ re- 

corded by other hiftoribgraphers, who (aswekhow)neuel tPQ>eitoutof him: 
andteftihed alfo by others who were; eye-witneflfei thereof: albeit they report it 
of the Indians and not of the Thracim* 

I further affirme that our modcrne hiftorians report fomc ftrangcr things then 

any is to be found in^^/^.whichhatbpurchafedhim fo ill a name ; which 
notwithfkanding goforcurrantfromhand to hand, becaufc the authors thereof 
arc men of credit and account. Thofe Specially which write of barbarous coun- 
tries, 
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tritt^ttll vs certalne ftrangc ftories,farre furpafling any in Herodotus. I mearte fuch 
ftrangc wondtti as arc to be feenein the workes of nature,and the actions of mens 
liucs,as well inthelr manners as difpofitions: Whereof we haue examples in thofc 
who haue written of CMufcouy ( in aunc tent time called scythia) efpecially in Si- 
gifmundui Liber\ Who difcoiiri ing of ftrangc humours and difpofitions, hath one 
thine amongft thfcrcft which is more then incredible. And though all men (hould 

fuMcribe vnto if,yet I feenof now any woman could be brought toctedit it:and 
yet he fpeaketh nothing but vpon good cuidence. It is of a woman borne in a 
countfey bordering vpon CMufcouy, who though her husband entertained her 
in the kindift melting maner that might be, yet perfwaded her felfe he cared not 
for her.Whereupon ne demaunding on a time What reafOn (he had to thinke fo? 

flieanfwcredjbecau/che /hewed not the true tokens of his ioue . He then reque- 
fting her to expound her meaning: How (quoth flic) can you fay youloue me, 
fith (incc the time we came firft together you did neuer bcatemefHe wondering 
atthis (b ftrangc a humourand extraordinary dcfire,promi(ed togiuc her her bel- 
lie full. Which when he had done, both parties tooke greater contentment then 
euer beforcrfbr (he found her felfe wcJJby being beaten,and he |w beating of her. 
For where as it is faid.that tbuadgtll m m t * loue, the cudgclli^faetoue. And thus 

he kindly entertained her for a long time. Howbcit in the end he entertained her 

fo exceeding kindly with blowcs,that he killed her with kindnefle, caufing loue 
and life to giue their laft farewell. 

There rcmaineyet other things to be fpoken concerning Herodotus-^ but it mall 
fuffice that they haue bin difcufled in my Latin Apoloaie. And here I wil take my 
leaue of thce(gentlc Reader) onely defiring thee to hold meexcufed ifhaply thou 

find any thing flubbcrcd vp or ported oucr. For as touching my rude and vnpoli- 

fhed ftilc,andabufe of certaine termes , be(ides that the great varietie of matter 
might excu/c me (the bare contriuing whereof would haue required greater lei- 
fure) I hope my profeflion will pleade for mc:for it diftrattcd my mind, and con- 
ftrained me to deuide the fame haltc hourc to the (Indie of the Greeke, Inline and 

French. But I will confefle mine ignorance, that I know not where a man may 
furnifli himfclfc with fuch a French phrafc as may go for currant in all places, tee- 
ing the beft French words are day ly rcicclcd and cried downe by our new mint- 

mailers, who though they thinke they vie a fine Hied phrafc, and (peake in print 

after thcCourtfafhion,yetfpeakc harflily & barbaroufly in the judgement of the 
fager and (bbcrer fort whoretainc the ancient phrafe of fpeech. True it is (I con- 
fefle) I haue here coined (bmc new words , howbeit very (paringly, there onely 
where the auncient failed , and fuch as any man may percciuc I haue forged of 

plcafure,that I might (peake ridiculoufly of ridiculous things , which notwith- 

ftanding through the ttmplicitie of (bme (illyfoufcs are accounted : very ferious. 

And albeit (centlcRcader)I am not ignorant that it will bethought that I am ve- 

ric forgetfull and much wanting to my felfe, in that I make no other excufe nor 

Apologie touching this edition : yet I hope I (hall not need to intreare 

further hereof by the grace of God, to the which I hear- 
tily commend thee. 



Henrie 





enrie Stephen to his friend. 

Hen 1 firfl tooke pen fill in hand to draw the lineaments of this 

pre font Apologie,wherin t haue fbadewed out a world of wonders, 

1 per (waded my felfe that fuch as were acquainted with my daily 
emphiments (whereof the weale-publike, J me&ne fuch as loue 
and like good literature may reape lefje pleafur*,but more frofte, 
then by this difcourfe ) would reckon this worke for hone of the 

Ua/1 wonders. And nothing doubting but that you (Sir) were one 

of that number, 1 was the more willing to eafe you of that fain e, 
(paint I fay, feeing admiration is counted a papon by P hilofophers) And to fatisfe yon 
touching the inducements which mouedme to undertake thisfrefent bufincjje, LMarke 
theninwhattearmesitftands . Hauingfet forth Herodotus tranpted to Laurentius 

Va\h i andcorreSi'edby my felfe , and prefixed an Apologie in behalf e of bis hilt or ie , / 
had intelligence not long after of one who was minded to tranfla te it into French : which 
IdidtheratherbeUeue,andthemorefeare,forthatlrjtmembred alike pranke which 
had bene played me about eighty cares before. For I had no fooner fublijbed a little Pam- 
phlet , but '** met with a tinkerly tranfiator,who P igmalionUtke doted vpon his owne do- 

ings, thinking he had put out the Popes eye- y whereas to my thinking he roued at randon, 

and erred the whole hcauen-, in fuch fort that I could neither concern what l had writ- 
ten, nor yet per ceiuc any footfleps of my wonted fiile. sothaflmay well fay with thelu- 
Jian, that he Performed not the office of a traduttore, but of a traditore , that is, that he 

played not the part of a tranflstor ,but of a traitor. Which notwithftanding 1 pardoned 
tn that namcleffe author, not doubting but that in doing ami/ft he did his befi endeuonr. 

Fearing therefore left the like inconuenienjee would befall this mine Apologie, I thought 
good to take order for it be time. And after afbort fummons of my thoughts, 1 fooneper- 
ceiued that it wm my onely courfe to preuent thefe turkifhers ,by being m:ne owne inter- 
preter-, as knowing 1 could not only under fl and mine owne meaning better then another, 
but fllfo take that libertie to my felfe, which would neither be permitted them^noryet be. 

feemethem. Ttytwithftanding all fell out croffe and contrary to my expectation. Forthe 
translation which I had begun, difliked mefo mtich,thatlgaueit ouer in the pUine fcld, 

and in (lead thereof (for mine owne fatu faction) began to profecute thisfrefent worke, 

rather fome J1>adow or femblance thereof. For certes it was not my purhofc to lanch (d 

rreinto thedeepe H but going about to faile by thejhore, 1 (Iraight found that I was f to- 
ting in the maine. And then I remembred the Greeke prouerbe, that a man ought to be 

wettaduifed before he take /hip, but when he hath once hoi fed vp thefailesjt is too late 

to intreate the winds. T^otwith/landing 1 am arriued (God be thanked) at the laft \ if not 
at the wijUd haucn , yet where I reft content . Sutto leaue thefe flourtfbes of Rhetor icke, 
and to ftcakc plaine Englijb, whereas my purpofe was not to exceed the particulars hand- 
led in the Latin Apologie, I fell by little and little into other difcourfts , the profecuting 
whereof I found to be mere tedious then 1 had thought, and fuch as you here fee. Howbett 
lam in good 'hope that thit worke (once come to perfection) willbe bothpleafant and pro- 
ftabte h fo as the Render may not only reape benefite bj euery particular here recorded [but 

further learne to par allele auncient ftories with moderne, by obferuing their conformitie 

C and 
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and Analoaic OflhU word found not loo barjhlj in Engl® care^and cnfiquintly ft 

ttS (dte* mjfmd himl Jlead vohen occaftmMfirm^boutftcobfir. 

TpLratue trcattfi,., '*< tUhmrmum : Mm a man mj here take *>4f** 

whicthath bcncfail *t « theciufe **}**** A prepatatiuc Trcatifr, or The 

ft boot of rii Apologic. BMjcl may hen baft, demand tbereafontba mm* 

mMut* tbt Latin ** ^ ^ / ?" } ( J^S 

OZmtdfccnfuecrL cetfc ml to accufe » andfabulofttt^. 

Zd , ha, hf groat defirc I had i teWfic my good Madam fm***> 

Ibold banifl, Til fear, if mine owne infujfeiency vndemicthe venmng 4J*"*£ 
'to, MQm Uucr able tofrrniji out thi, argument Mid take ttm ^Mcr- 
ou r I confeffe {for I can amuk nothing from mj friend) that one reafon among th ■ tfi 

Z h JJedL to am thi, jlcMktng mm* mthdtrmh.mn wkm 

ten in the G, z^t tongue) is ml onely the gnat affnitic the French hath mm Of 
& am ether Linage (<u I haue flawed at large in atreatf vohch I publu 
TdmMn, tZ conformtuofiheft m language,) but for that there « n„ a Greek, 
'Zorxant at iU.aU,, nor any to he found in the heft LtbrarMm France or Italic, 

XchZe'hfo veil with the French phrafe , and t. the vndnflandtng hereof tk 
knowledge of the French « fi ncceffaric and auailcab/eyuHaodowsta. 

NoZjl haue taken Jon met. he Herodotus his aduocate : fi lam to wtreatcyo* 
to hi mine, tn pleadinlforme^ain/lfucbfiferfleona cenfirers « no, content to 
IS me firm fan/is ( fori fearc mc 1 hamgincn them hit can ft* many place,) fij 
TrZethemlelue, to « a note aboucBla , and to correli Magnificat, tn calnmmaung 

that I banc finlcbed entry Jloricvpm the fainter, , and made mount amaof moUM, 

vto know me fi mil) can witneffi with me, that I make confeunct of tnhan. 




ha, There I found my authors (who Ire for thcm.fi far, clafiinu, meter,, or hereon, 
of note) iarL and at d,fcord, I left all cWcumfanct, doubtful! andvncertatne , con- 

alio boU^ake i, vpomy word.tba, if 1 banc brougU in am Ukc - ' "T 

cncealino their nam„,itwaamt becane 1 was ignorant of them , but for that I knew 
, would t more odJ, to fon^andlcf profitable to other,. Hmrff 
frtvcrihtbccxampleuntbefiraparto the Apolog,e IcrucmfeodofcryfiaU^mn 
Vc ma fie the wJardneffe aldJntmardneffc, the peeuifhncjfe and peruerfnefc o t 'our 
^JhmbackwarJiti.toanythingthaticg.^ 

which « enill; 4, alfo what we are of our felncs when we arc depute of the fcare of God 
„hicb , « a bridle Ibmld curie an J keep v, in.,which point u handled more a, large Chap. 
ufecU^aineMftrueinfieadofaduertifemen,^ 

ef fundrie (MM (leight, and deceit, fi common and nfe ,n the world . T hofc tn the fr- 

vj) i* j \ ^ j j . a*'Xy»0 .iH rtilttntifi ! more 



,J parifl™ how fane one Age exceeds another in clotomfme 4«d rnfrmnt : more 
e (bet Mi they feme win (lead of ft **-*) mirmrs, wherein m maf behold the natural! 
Mndnefe oft he multitude in the maim matter concerning thetrfaludttctt , and con- 
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Ceauenth in what great need they /land of " diuine illumination . True it is indeed,! haue 

there alio blazoned the vertuet of 'our good Cathoticltes of thePopijhclergie,who feedt 
themfeluesfat by famjhing of others , in debarringthem of the foode of their fifties^ 
and wickedly prophaning that which they bean the world tn handed vrgt vpon others 
as the onely true religion . Whofe inditement I haue fo hotly purfied y and rauerfed eue- 
rie point thereof that (/ feare me) lhaue [omewhat oucrfhot myfelfe infettingdoxrne 
Come of their fweete ftyings and doings in the darke y not wort hie to be heard but bi their 

which ,1 per [wade my fei fe t not you onely Jut all that how me, will 



prete no otherwife . H&twitbHandmg Ut me intreateiou todo thepart ofafaithfull 

friend,™ informing thofe with whom you jhallconuerfe^fthcfimeritie of my meaning 




herein: Icfl haply they fir etch my words beyond the leuell of my thoughts , or makefomi 
other con Hruttion of my meaning then indeed was meant . KAndthusS ir, ac- 
cordingly I recommend my fiite vnto wujtnd myfelfe toyoHrfa*our> 

defiring the Lord you may rejt in his. From our He- 
licon the ftxt of 7{ouember. 

I 5 6 6, 
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S 'therc} are many* Mo 1 do>folghly * 

arid haue it ingti»t:«dii)lrtUoft7an(i arc (iffrmajrfo fpcake) 

fo fcealbufly affe&cd to Ward* % that ; the' wu&cfoce they 

bearc it. is in tire lieareft degree w fupcrfticionrr(d ithcrei 



©thefs tonthVcwrtrary) wfo^ 

Wftcb of due^lohgs vntb^hat they do>tib«5dnety<diP 
di^itwhasthtt^ Now 

that thefe tab effort (be 1 'they fihtffc** homowjjftaue borne (my among 

the aunden^allappeirfehere^wi'by t>rcgnantflto6fcs V But fbr the better ^ 
nifefatiqrtftfthciwforkWhcmtt^^^ Fthought it not 

impertinent to treare ingenetall of the venues and vices of auncicnt tiroes . fear* 

" ~ " V, . , ' w '. " " " * the ftauctof this diwourft 

l|iwcomebeio0miii^flWn&-tfamii) of the old^oUerbiall /ifwencc , which 



chihgoot the firft (burcfa 
J may come to examine an 

faith by way of wuilubbdttoHy fl* Mtyufe <w ^ /'iwpw, mrld groves 
Mi wfi Afdmrfi . And ib defceAdfag (as it iviere) by (fcps and degwes, may 



obtoc the pjcamples of altetlarions which haue hap 




for HerMk). 




?, not as. it is recorded 

... Canonical! Scripture) which can tiot lic i • but in the Apocryphal! writings of 

PoetSjWhocannot fpeakfcthe truth $ being as falfe, fond and fobulous , as it is true, 

certaine and' vn fallible; ' And Ibegihhe w ith Poets'tbe rather, bccaiife inoft men 
hauc euer bene addicted eo the reading of Poemea * I being hereunto allowed; by 

their plca&m fiftions^whipb tafinuatFngtncmiclucs by little anttlitttc into th*ic 
eares, haue in proceffe of rime (bfetledin their mfads,rhatjfbqrhaue taken dcepc 

rooting tWfrin. Whereby we perctfeMw men Sn bid time % fcntertainin^df 
fablc^and fuflfcring t(icjm to lodge and harbour in their minds^iauebenebrougKt 

to beleeuc many fond fooleries^ which haue bene conueyed from band to handi 




locked vp (as it were) in an vnknbwne tongucas well from theft great admirers 
and fcomcrs of ^antiquities from tWoft of whom 1 om about tbirpeake'. Nay, 
many who haue had fome fnutterihgteowledperthcrein , haiie rcieflcd them 
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as more fabulous then mccrc deuifed fables. For Come pocticaU fi&ons taken ori- 
cinalty from the (acred fountame ofteritic (as a true ftorie may be difguifcd run- 
dry waics) fcemc more probable in fome mens corrupt judgement then the truth 
it iclfc, as (hall be exemplified in the Chapter following. • 



■f 
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^A dvfiript/on oftbeftrU Age of the world, called Poets Sarumcs, and the 

golden tecari'd bow they haue depraited it with their faoli^ 

at they bant done other hi ft ones tn-tbe BiblL>. 



i 




V we will giucanycreditctoCr^3ndZrfr/»Poets,wemuftcon- 

fefle that the firft age (called by rhem the golden age) was as happy 

as a man could Willi, for the ground Without tilling or manuring 
plentifully affborded all commodities for the life of man 5 which 
were common to all, feeing no man knew what mine 

meant : and confcqucntly were not acquainted with hatred, enuie *M ftealth , 
much IcflTe with warrcjand therefore needed not to bearcnrmcsagainfr any, lauc 
onel v fas fome arc or opinion J againft wildc beads, which they wore/not greatly 
to feme neither, confidcring their wallcs were fo high that they could not tyring 
them and fo ftrong that they could not dcmolifl) them,l fay as feme are ofoptmon 1 
for others make no exception at all, but amrme that wilde bcafts were then more 
centlc and tradable then tame ones areat this day: and that thofe which are now 

poifonfull and venimous (ascxpcricncc (hewes) wcte then nothing dangerous. 
But tolcauethiuU(putc,andtoprofccutemyformerdefctiption touching the 

particular, wherein all generally accord . vvefliall further belccue (Ifay)that as 

there were then no lawcs 5 fo neither was there need of any, feeing no man wiflied 

the hurt or hindcrance of his neighbour, neither was ioJlicJted thereto by any 
mcanes ttelidcs,thcy knew notwhatftckneflcmcanttandas they were of a ftrong 

and found conttitution , fo did they abound with all things necciTary for the fo. 

ftcn ration of mans life , albeit they knew not of what colour gold, filuer, copper, 
or other mcttals wci c.Vor men were not then fo curious to dig the earth to know 
what nature had hid in the bowels thereof: Bcfidcs,rhey minded not the fea, nei- 
ther tooke they triall in what fort the windes did tofic thewaues ; foreueryman 
abode at his ovvne home,likc the fnaile in her fheI,or the Monk m his ce!!,norh tng 
curious nor carcfull to know what his next neighbours did-, no mote then the old 
man inCWw»,who though he dwelt within a quarter of a mile o\ Verona (or 
thcrcabout)yct ncucr went thither in all his life: nor then mer«*/M*gcnrlemai 

who being almoft fourc fcorc and ten y eares old ,neuer defi red to go out of Vmm 
vntill he was confined thercin as in a prifon . This (ro omit the hony and milkcn 

riuers with fuch like toyes) is thefumme of that which Poets haue tkhuered tou. 

chine the felicity of that age,and of that plaine,honeft,and vpnght dealing which 
was then in vfe , notwithstanding the great plentie and abundance of all things, 
contrary to the old Greeke prouerb,which hath bene found too true of other ages, 

A 900 J la »d y a bad people . 

Now that this PocticaU defection of the felicitie of the firft age is true in 

gencrall (if wc confidcr the ftatc of man before the fall) we may not denie,exccpt 



5 



We will calltbe Scripture info queibon 1 1 fay mgwenll', notinfifting vpon parti- 

cularsy though Poetslike wiWim wets exten^irjfqrti^r then they are warranted 
by holy writ^ which&ew^how'thtty firft parents 

man did^tchis brcad.ro rhellw^ Poets alfolpcak 



chough turkilhing the wane* 6r (tqfoeakc thore^ilcrk) Kwuag it uwoa metre 



feblet ajfitming that the great God Jupiter cretfeedjhc world of a huge confofed 
made, which they call cms (wbmtei the deaRflats; weorminelod; pckmcll ) and 

that Prometheus aftetwa* & formedimch of earth tempered vtitb Merlin the like* 

nelfe and fimilitude of the Gods.They adde moreouer,that he ftole firefrom hea- 

uen,arid conueyed ftidownc to rlgwjiiih j wbmtaktfiis grtatCWd yua ifbbighly 

offended (in that mtafc by thli mtaries found trt*:«aeehanie« hits andfcjenbes) 
that rorapunifliroencftcifent them* Jrong dam^fittmedinulfibe Gods, (each 

of them hauing beftowed fomcthin^ vpon her, -fame to pCTrW^hchinibcamicy o- 

thers t(>makcher wantori, fuhtilh crafnc* and fuUiafaltoiirig ffeighes 3 i Vultante 

uing formerly framed the body of clay, and 'after? infilled the Swk into it) and 

diretted her firft to 

miftrufting fome trcchery: but his vri wife btomttMfimetkeua willingly accepted 
of heri& gaue her entenainmeiitjIH|6wbeie Ik refold aftcr 4 land 

not he onely,but all h»pofteritie after him. F<>nhis Minion, forthwith opbned a 
box, whereoutifluedail manneTofeuilsi mi/chiefvfy^nd mifericsi which bauc e* 
uer fince harboured in the worldiNoW ynder thdfir^blcsand^fiiftionslay the true 
ftory of the crcationbf our firft parcrits, and ofiruitAfJoflafie (asit iwefe>mai^ 
ked and dilguifed . Forbymefirwnfen:ffianiedjw^#w^^ 
ftand Adam y and by the ybng dam(pll r called tfyuMa£*i> (VBholbcihg hnWght 
to <^4«,was:thecaufe of hfafaih!)a^^^^ 

ucn ( by meanes whereof men came to the denowj edge of mcchanicall arts ) 
the fotbidden fruite, whereby they had experirnentall Ichowlcdge of $ao4 
and 




\ 



True it isjall Poets ftay not here 5 but(asit is the cuftome to amplifie and enlarge 

mens reports ) adde that Prometheus fafhioning the firft man of earth,infbfcd into 
him fome what bf the nature of euerybeaft (for all of them were then created) as 

namely part of the Lions fuiy, wWch hc inftiWintohisbreaft, Howbeit poore 

Prometheus could not efcapc their lharpe ccnfures,f or not hauing duly confidered 
of all things appertaining to the cimftitution of a humane lk)dy:as for not ma- 
king windowes in his breaft, whereby we might fee what wa«;ih his heart 3 feeing 

moft mens hearts and tongues agree no-bettcr then harpe andharrow . Againe, 

whereas fome fay,that this Pandora was thcfir(l wdman that was madcrothcrs af- 

firmc that Prometheus framed a certaine ; V number of women,immcdiatljraftcr 

the crcati6n of man , and (hcy.blirtc him moid for this fecond worke " 
thefirftrforhc ought (fay they) to haue confidered fundry things 

of this fexe,which it fecmethhe did notvalledgingthis ^among ^ the 1^(1, watM 
vnto them as large a tongue as vnto men $ whereas if they had had But rejlfe 
tonguc,they would haue pratled more then enough. But if HmethttAMiM 
make me his Proctour to pleadc htscaufe, methinkes I fhouldnot be vnnroui- 
ded ofananfwer t and though hegiue me riot my fee, nor reaneft mc to lpeake 
in his behalfc , yet I will aniwer in a word, that he knew hot tltatwomen would 

prattle more then men $ neither could he imagine how their* tongues co*W ytter 

onekhing^nd their hearts conceiue another. Nb mamettth^dreif he didiiot 
preutet the incotiuenienccs which he did riot forefec. 
v C 4 But 
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THE FIRST BOOKE. 
*°« «.r ..me to the arguments which all Poets hauehandlcd with one accord 

But to rcturnc to the arg f d aftcring G i. 
bor ^^ anotLwhichy t fcruc them 



,n« w ho heaped miehtic mountains one vpon anorncr,wn, w , ....g.. ^ ««..« 

,W1 E TtoTcalc the heauens: whereas the Scripture fpeaHes onely o( 

tSSS^W*™ whofe toppe mightre/ch ^"fl" 
wcnaswouiu though clfewhere if make mention of fuch. Thcfloud 

a^^^n^SU Pocts.who agree with the Scripture 

whekfcre i« %* fent, viz. «< pumfhment for the finne of 



. I • * ■ ' # " 



Now in fpeakingof the golden Age.I thought it not amine to proceed a httle 

r Jh^SLfc Poltieal^aiWo *e end I may focw (as occafion (halt 

r^TSfSwen.) better then wel qualified«aiom (for as thejr 

f^)thaufthefenana ^ ^ cd ct) ro ^ „'„ other) batte notwithftan- 

A^Z bottomc : we ought not lightly tOcondemne aunctenthtftoties,thofc 

Slv Xr«^uncient writers haue fubferibed, * not hamng the leaft 

lei nee of truth . In the meane timel «^»^ 
r a \Z , Zr,ScA fundrv hMlories in the Scripture : fo haue fundry hiftonogra- 
S^S!^2K^^ » bis Euange Ucall prepara- 
Son rcmTmbcr a fo.that when! was in lt.SU I read in one of tW Ltanc a 

faemcnt of Z*«*r» wherehe tote W«» 

SffiLe andfeflnon. Andwnar(Ibefeechyou)haue fomehtftonans 
written 3 he originall and religion of the Iewcar What 
ZZ Hcffcd Sauicur 'And though I (hould gram all thefe tobe Batons in hifto- 

Si with a Liudicatc opinion may condemne any hiftone vpon ho tneete 

End b m ^e P Si(h)fanciV.For as there is no reafon that the good Ibould I (nffer 

for the bad : fo neither that true (lories (hould bcarc part of the pun.fl.ment due to 
the fallc.Thus then I rctume to the golden Age. 




CHAP. II. 

Anther defcriptm >f the firft Agttfthtmld (exiled h/oe,>Satatnynd 

the told!* L) J i,« redded m Scriptures/let th t Mtfmfa§f*. 

rents. And in n>hl fence thfe tn>t Bfiihets m^, heguen 

n the Age wherein tie lint. 

Oets (as I haue flicwcd a little before) confine not the fclicitic of 
the firft age of the world (defcribed in the former Chapter; in fo 
ftraight and narrow bounds as the Scripture dotb ? but giue it a farrc 

longer time and tearme of yeares . For the murder committed by 
^^=^ Cm,b much more auncient then that committed by , or 

aWmio7ed in prophane ftory . Notwithftanding if we make the Scripture 
uagTanu Vmpire of this controuerfie (as Chriftians ought) wemuft needs con- 

fclTc thatfimpleandplaine dealing continued long after the fall of our firft pa- 
m in as great and ample meafure , if not in greater then eucr it did fincc 5 an4 
[hat men were not fo loofe and licentious/o woluifli and maliciousin the golden 
Age asintheagcsfollowing:inharmkfleinnoccncic and fimpliciue,rcfcmblmg 




. CHAPTER. HI. « 
the rolfct-coates of the Country ,in comparifori of fubtill citizens.So that the mur- 
co^^ the time - ^ 



her committed at this day bya countrcyCoridon,incomparifon ofonecom- 
mtedty a citizen or Courtier. Buthowfoeuerrhemyfteryof that (ecrer tod, 
Sc it is that fuch diffolute demeanour and loofeneffe of ltfc,tuch not and ex- 
Sch fwearingand fwaggetine, was neuer heard of in the prime and in imcy 



of the worW as after wa rd towards &e middle /tayind as now in the decrepit Ag 
thereof in the decrcpitc Age (I fay) if we may Wuc our eyes or nidge by the 
Scoria* oLg. or creait fuch as are better able to ludge of fuch q 

ftions hen ou?fc^ 



am of opinion that it farcth with the vniucr fc or er eat world, as with man the litlc 
worW?n dot The older it MxttKthe more it dotctl.Vot he tharfliall cuoully con- 

fito&wifcofihcwoild atthisday,cannotbutfay thatitdoteth e X tr«mely, 

Satitrefem^^^ 

MmnTni name it may iuftly challenge to itfofe t though on the other fide, 
my wcU be called the gotten Age, in the fence that Quid applied it to hisowne, 



when lie faith 



\ 
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nc vert funt ftcttL : flurimus 

bonosx auro conciliator amot 

That 



• r 



Golden U our Utell worlds age mojl ittfily reported : 
Gold alone our fate hies .-gold onely furchafeth honor 



■ • 
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CHAP. HI 



fome haue afcribed too much to Miquitie^nd others 

derogated too much from it. 




Et vs now confider.whethcr by our former defcripuon of the fi . ft 

Ace. ir m ay appcarc wheteon thefc great admireis and contcmncis 

of b an iouiL ?eft and rely themfelues, Andletvsm .the fitftplace 
_ examine the reafons whicl. they alledge for confirmauon of theu o- 
J>^=i f irft then weare to oketne>t the ouer-great reucrence 

Which fomeCetrne to Ltiqu.tie, is (ufficiendy ^f^^Zd 

ohrafes as when we fay, Nihil *»ti<\™« ('•»« B ; word lc * wor S' / . l 
Zf^reZl m)l ftead of ^,7 here r m,hing«, 

iem L. m, or, I htdgretter care of it then of*, thing m the mid 

Nihil mihi enmt\niJilU re, that is, / .ccmnt t+* "^Ijffifc* 

mrepremm. SofUntm when he would command a yong man to be well ^qua 

Ufied^faith he was indued ^r^,^SiS2Sffi^ 

which the French call U W/i;, that is,plaine meaning W«nd onU dca 
Ho<> And Cicero fccmes to call thofe men <w«f«« ( who vfcdold and ancient nm- 

} ilfc? anS weS fa man would fay) ^f^^J^uS^ 
what smund thev haue for thcit opinion, who, by fuchplnafca do fo.hlWW- 

S magnTantiquitie. To which I anfiveMtat 'fe^j' ^ 

and plaine dealing frifimfidtm. alludRfoo d«Wl»*e 
Kdit in the fecund cLpter.Whemieis mwxW thcywhlfb nM 
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it THli TIRST BOOKE. 

\thiUnthtu)us hahni, I efieemcd nothing more auncient, in (lead of,/ ^/°^ in 

"««Jom&c. had an eye to a further matter Some (ay they refpe^d he 

t r whicl wasgiuen to aged pcrfons, which feemcsrobc more probable 
he Grcckc word w*w is all one with the Inborn for found and fig- 
cition • tor it is applied to old men , wiicrcas the Latin word antique ,s ocucr 

vi d in that fence. Whcrforc (vndcr correction) lam of opinion that it isaphrafe 

boro wed from x\v great account and eftimation which was had of antique works 
former tim especially of painters and carue.-s.For when they fpakcot a pidure 
ancient ftatuc S thcy meant a rare and exquifite pecce of workc,whrch was much 
ft bv and of erc\t price : which they vndcrftood not oncly of the pictures of A- 
U' and ZmU , or of the ftatucs of Scopa*, ow r ^,Pr^/«,and like cunning 
artifmsof thofc times (whofe workes were then in farrc greater rcoueft then thole 
TLcr, Raphael^ Michael Angelo are at this day) butof iunclry other work- 

rt f meaner note and later times. About which toyes fome haue bene excec- 
irions For Horace rcpor tcth that one Bamaftppm was io caned away mm 
amor.tie in thiskind,that it bereft him of his wits. And llcauc it to thy confide- 

r UionCuentlc Reader) what the Poet (if he wcrcnow lining) would fay of thefe 

it this day and at whole coll fo many cheaters make fuch good chore; who 

f noorc f miles) arc fo fane from difecrning betweene antique and modern , mat 
L fc a. ee vnderfland the meaning of the word, , (which Inch as it is, was lately 
brought hither into France by fome fidling Italsan) and this it is which makes 
thenf nut their hand fo often to their purfcs,and pay for the pins . And vcnly the 
samwd did feutly and finely , who going about to catch a fottifh Antiquary, 
fooli' hly fond officii toyes, after (hat the fanraftick had courted him a long time, 
in the e nd for a eoodly auncient monument (hewed him his wife who was fpure 
fcorcy cares of age. but to rename to the argument in hand. Many men ^ntimes 
mft were ftraroSy po/Tcflcd and befottcd with this humorous and itching defire 

Kquitic in matiersof Poemsand Poetry :a fault complained of in thefecond 

bookc of the Grcckc Epigrams, but much more by fforace.whcn lie faitl), 



dinq c 



ddit 



pretium chart u quotas 



Scripts ah him annos centum qut dectdtt Jnter 

Vcrfechs.vctcrejijf referri debet^an inter 

Vila at que nouosf 

That is, 

If Poems wont ,ts wine receiue their prat ft 

From tenger dayes. faint would / know what year e 

0 »r writings mote in deare? if he that wratc 
About the date of hundred yeares agone, 
Be deemed one of 1 writers ripe and/age, 
Or of the moderne age? 

He further allcdgcth fundry other arguments to this purpofe,^.^.^///i/.Well, 
be it fo ( may fome fay ) that this phrafc,/< n'ay rien eu pirn anti what is,/ eftemed 

mihingmorc anncient , had hi* originall from the greatopinion which was had of 

^4whctherbuilding orpi&urcsjbut why wcrcthcy had info great account? 
To which (omitting Poets) lanfwer, that for as much asthcy had fuch cxquiltte 
and perfeA worktnen in old time , it Teenies they were of opinion, that rtie nea- 
rer their fucccflbrs followed them , the more they retained of their perfection. 



CHAPTER. III. *3 

Another argument of m auncettcrs faithfull and plaine dealing, in doing the 



workes they tooke in hand more fubftantially then workmen art wont to do at 

this day>may be taken frona the oldandancientmannerofbuadiog,whicbfcem$ 

to beoftron W'ftceleinrefpc&ofours.I meanefuch buildings as were wroght 

with ciment . It will here {I know) be anfwercd, that cymcnt is not now in vfc. 
And Ianfweragaitte,ihatdicfmallcaK::vvhichmcnhauc had to workc foundly 

and fubftantially , neuer refpeaing how fleightandflendetftheirbuUdinBs be A 

hathmartedall. HowbcitifanymanmaUthinkethiirearon weake or mfumci- 

ent he may hold him to the former \ , which notwithftandingl durft not alledgc 
of Poems, fith itholds not true in gcnerall , but oncly in particular k Forthoogh 

it may be truly faid , that Homers great feme made other auhcieht Greeke Poets 

generally better thought of, by rcafon that this opinion poffeflcd moft mens 
minds that the nearer they were vrtto him in thne,thc pcrfeftct<they were in Po- 

erry. Yet the famecannotbe faid of the latfn Poets. For it cannot be denied but 
that Viriil excelled all the Epic kes : that TihUMandonid wonne the garland from 
all the ElegUckt : that time* was the chiefe of choifc among the Vfricks. And (if I 
maybe fobold as to interpofe an example of the Poets of our time) would it not 

be[iniurious(trow wc)to our moderne French Poets eh UpleUdetf their anceftors 
fhould be preferred before them? Verily I am of opinio,that he that mould prefer 
them before them, mould do them as great wrong as they do fundry other Poets 
(their equalsat lcaft in iime)in pearking before them,onely becaufe theirMufe is 
too maidenly,as being nothing fo wahton and lafciuious as thcirs,b«t refembhng 
rather that tflmhim du Bell*). Butbctbis fpoken as it were vnder Bepcdicittotid 
by way of paren/tefis , and let this be thccohclufion,thatthereafon formctly 31- 
ledged, why aiincicnt workmanfhip was fo highly efteemed,and in fuch requclt, 

is not generally true ofPocmsand Poetry: the rcafons whereof I mould here let 

downe,but that my occafions wil not permit me to trifle away the time with fuch 
toyes j 1 will therefore leauc it tothofc that haue more fpare time and idle houres 
thenmyfeife. . 

Now as we begun to fpeake of the cxtollers of Antiqume by the Latin pnraie, 

fo will we begin with thecontcmncrs of it by the Creeke : foras there are certaine 
Lat'me phrafes which giue teftimony of the reucrent opinion men were wont to 
haue of Antiquitie 5 fo are there Greeke words which fhew the contempt and dip 
grace wherein it was. For the profeffbrs of the Greeke tongue cannot,at leaftwife 
oughtnottobcignorant,thatby«ifx«««an d ^X*'^ ( which in proper .termes is 

as much as */</and auncient ) is meant a fimple fouIe,or a oouice who is but newly 

crept (as it wcre)out of the fhcll.The reafon of this their opinion is very apparent 
and plaine:for they called thofc« f x*<« (that is ancients) which were veny fimple, 

fottifh, grofTe and blockifli, as being ^perfwaded that men in old time (efpccially 
in the golden Age) were but fimple fwaines in comparifon of thofc that came af- 



Thus then we fee how Antiquitie hath bene admired by fome , and 
tcmned by others, for diucrs rcafons, as hereafter mall be declared more at 

large. 

But here it fliall not be amifTe(for the winding vp of this Chapter) to examine 
a few ordinary French phrafes appertaining to this argument. Firft then when wc 

fpeake of antique workes (that is,of works made after theoldfafhion) wetfo it for 

tncmoftpartinfcorneandcontempt,contraiytotheZ<i//w,asit wc fhould fay 
Tdtt lour dement, rudely done 5 and (as our criticall coiners of new French words 
fpeake at this day ) gofftment> grofly orabfurdly 3 the common people tX Unt 




■ 

THE FIRST BOOKE. 
fav orottb nsodo. ContrariIy,wc honor Antiquitic mudyn calling it Lebon temfs, 
thcf ood timcFoi when we fay , thofe that were d» bon temps fiw not the vanities 
whi^wcfcawcmcancthcnicnofoiaumc. The like honour we giue toaoed 
Sons when wc caU an old man Bon bomme, md an old woman Bonne femmejox 

(hall hcare them now and then (when they arc called Bmhmmes, bonnes 

f™mcs)c ? \y and fay (alluding to 

co not vet with a ftafc.I obfcSed beforc,that that which the Latins call Prsfcaf 
E we French-men caUJ^*/*/^^^ 

nifiethefamebyiv^owhich properly b % viite *rn*n of good befausour , and «r 
" Sat ancient. For by both tbde words they are wont to cxpre tie and figni- 

fic a fimplc foule. And the Greckc word UN* agreed; very fitly with our French 
rhrafc j?w 4 U bonne foot $ui<vA trop k U bonne fa that is,one that is plane 

D unftabfc who hath neither welt nor gard, but is as ; plane as a pack-fta Jfe,w«h- 
out fiaud,coucn or deceit. Whereof we haue examples in Condons of the covin- 
ucv in whom we may fee the fimplicitie of ancient times in fome fort fhadowed 
out vU vs. Albeit amanmight find (ifnecdwere) enow fuch fwaincs cucn , m 
vourchicfeft cities . WitnclTctheEmbafladour fent to the Pope by a Gcrmaine 
CceXtakinghisIcau^ 

^^mbOmifime^ was in fuch a cWe,that he had almoft giuen him 
hf lie tcllinghim /hat his Matter was no Prieftsfonnc, meaning that he was not 

flXd He likewife was plaincfimplicitie.who being fent with a letter to the 

O^zo^^M commaundea to kifTc it before he dcliuercd it. Becaufc 
Sordtoldhim in words ofdoubtfullconftru<5tion, Carry this letter to her 
no*** H i^cffeVand before you prefent her with it/ (which may be vnder- 

KWrofthc^ 

frncc bathe went wrhc Queenc and kifled her (not doubting but that he had 
SS) »«I hauTng fo donc,deliucrcd her theicttcr without further 
complmen t. Wc %y alfo Aller ala W/^whcnamanfpeakesanythinginfim. 
plSSch^oufd behadh or hardly taken being fpoken by another :as when 
foZ^GHlUn told king Francis the firftyhat when flic faw him in fuch a fqte^c 

thought flicftwonc of the ninety™* • (that is,^)as ;they are vfually paint^ 

wSsOKi^ouldhauefaid, One of the nine Preux, that is forthtes. Tothcfe 
?Sc tteaanplc of the filly ^W, who taking thefentence of con- 

5 which palled vpon him (whereby he was adiudged to be hanged)ve- 

SSid^ nsejtauM vo prion r U ^f* m Wft$f* 
lit v oZd f»t>l befecchp^fjou "mil banc me reunite it, Us me be beheaded .Form 

™ k ** m «w hc meant fimpIy Jt w r c , rc c t to h »?! £Sl 

X^pksof likcfimplidtifc Butweare toconfider,thatthoughafotand 

Tfw inebevcry "care of kin ,euen cofingermans at the leaft y et wemuftdiftin- 
euifh them s cfpecially if we wil follow the Grccians,who call the one W'^f ™ 

6 Ki^. For though cuery fot be a fimple foulc, vet cucry fimpte Mkw 

neffi cxccp t be accompanied with luicn-likc loutiflmefte : although it come 

SS Sing chid by her mother becaufe (he did not thanke her 

S^lwcrw^hedfaifciDhBrj me telling her roundly ofher ft ult, and 

fi^Kh£ not fay the next time that hc drinkes to thee, I pledge you, 
TliS^toWng fuidy flic l*d learned her leflbn better, forgatnot 

not STmply , but plaid the foolc in graine , who ate the Phifitians pick, i P t 



CHAPTER. Ill 2S 

(I mcane the paper wherein it was written ) becaufc he had bidden him take it. 
And I doubt not but the Reader wil giue mcgood leauetoenroIeacertaine5»//- 

*ar'm this regifter (for I hope I (hall do his worfliip no wrong) who with great 

importuoitie asked rcquitalland fatisfa<5lion for the French pockes which he had 
gotten in the Kings fcruicc . And if I durft be Co bold as to fpeake of the Scots 

(who are all cofins to their King,as they fey) I would here bring in a F.of this fia- 

tcrnitie,who hauing heard none in hisawnegudecuntrcy but gentlemen of the 
better fort fpcake French, wondred not a litle to hcare the poore peoplein France 
beg their almes in French, and little children fpeakeit fo readily. But left any man 
fliould fay that I fpare mine ownecountri-mcn,and fpend my fpirits vpon others, 

I wil here bring the filly Limofin vpon the ftage,who hauing lecne a Spaniel gen tie 
fold at Lions for foure French crovvnes, highed him ftraight home aeaine, forcer- 
tain great maftiues which he had left behind him,cafting with himfelf what a dog 

of fuch abignefle would affoord,if fuch a little puppet were fold at fohigh a rate. 
Buta man had need to put on his countering cap, ifhe would finde fit termes to 

cxprcflc fuch fooleries.For we dayly heare of fundiy accidents,which at the fir ft a 
man wold think were fiiti/h^hctcas thev are rather to be counted foolijh^as being 
in a higher dcgrcc.For though euery foods be a fot y yet eueiy Cos is not afookx which 

I might exemplifie in the Bimop (who was not onely afotbutalfoatoolej,) who 

after he had trounced his Chanons in a tedious and troublefbme fui;e,and tofled 
them from poft to pillar , tooke order by his will that his tombe fliould not lie a- 
long,but ftand vpright in the Church, fearing left after his death they fliould pifle ■•■ 
on his head in way of reuenge. As foohfli was he,wl^o put our the candle that the 

fleas mightnot fee him,and fo might not bite him.Hchkcwifedcferucd this name 

(what country-man fbeuer he was) who burning his (bins before a great fire,had 

not the wit to go backe,but (ent for mafons to remoue the chimney . Who alfb 

hauing fecne fbme fpit vpon iron to trie whether it were hot , fpit in his pottage 

to know whether they were hot or not.The fame fot being hit on the back with a 

ftonc as he rode vpon his mule,blamed the pooie beaft for kicking of him.lt were 
cafie toalledge fundny like examples of fuch filJy fots (they being mo then a good 

many, and in fuch plentie that they arc notdaintie.) But thefe (ball fuffice to ex- 
emplifie the former diftincT:ion,which harh bene and ought to be made betwecne 

a fot and a fimple fwaine : which I was enforced , to make eafie paflage for that 

which foloweth,the better to profecute my intended difcourfc.Howbeit there are 

certaine particulars which will puzzle a man flireivdly to tell to which of thdc 

three heads(or common places)they ought to be referred, thofe efpecially which 
{cemecc|ually to participate of fottiflineueand fimplicitie (I alway es take fimpli- 
citie in the fence that we vfe it when we fay , He meanesh fimply,) Wherefore 
leauing it to the Readers iudgemcnr,l will only adde this one thing, that it is held 

in France a greater indignitie to be called fot then fook , notwithftanding my for- 
mer difcourfe.The reafon is^becaufe that when we call a man a fot ,we do it for the 

moft part in carncft: whereas when wccail him fook,wc do it ironically and in icftj 
and therefore it is not taken in fo ill part. 

And now that I am fpeaking of the French phralc , let me adde one thing fur- 
ther , which I fliall defire the Reader to conddcr^ viz, that ( if my memory * 

f aile me not) wc cannot callaman/w/ir inFrcnch,butbythcword/e/i whereas 

wc haue fundry fy nonimcs for a fot. Vox Niats (in old French Nice) that is a nouice; 
^4f,that is,a foo\e J odaut (called infundry places Badlori)* cockneigh ♦ Nigaud, 
a noddie 5 Badin y a boobie 5 and fuch like , arc all fwome brethren (at leaft cofin* 

D germans) 
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Germans) to a fot . We alfo vfc proper names in the fame fence , as when we fay 

cUd m BcntLHi is a fimplc cockfcomb(fdr in this phrafc it is pronounced Benejt, 
and nor as it is comonly Benoijl.) Joannes is vfed fomwhat othci wife- for when wa 
fav Ctyi v* Ioam<s> it is as much as if vvcfhouldfay,He is a Pedant, or a quaint 
\]m J*4for tpiftfcs. And when vve%,^^/^(thevulgarIortfaith G^) 
wevndcrftand a wittald,\s\\o takes it patiently when his wife makes him a horned 
heart We further vfe the word Grue\ that iSjCr^tofignifica^^-for^/v^w, 
is as much as cifl <vn fit 3 Ccjlvn niaui He is a fimplc lot, or a noddic . True it is, 
tint a merry companion being fucd for an adion of trcfpas s and brought into the 
Court for calling one Bel oiftati j:\mt is,////? £W,and then telling a tale ofa Crane, 
was not fo mad as to expound his meaning, but left it to the dilcretion or the lud- 
ncs For the plaintiff: accufing him for calling :. ; - Bel oifiau, QUI that he had cal- 
led him cuckold by crafoin calling himgofing. My Lords (quoth the defendant) 
I conferte indeed I called him Bel oifeau^m hfaire bird, but J deme that I meant 
4 *o(Im* ncitlier is it probable I fhould fo mcanc , feeing there are (as himfelfc 
confcllcth) many birds fairer then a Golling , were it but a Crane. Whereupon 
the IikK-s (healing him fetch oucr hisaducrfary fo fTnely,and nettle him worfc 
then before the fimplc noddic ncuer pcrceiuing it) brake forth into (uch a fit of 
laughter that they were glad to rife from the bench,not knowing whether of them 
had won the day. And thus much ofaStt.lfany fbal hcrcobieel,thatwccal a man 
fo'dcin FW^andyetneucrvfethcwordjandtherforcthat/^hathhistellow.as 
wd as fit his (y nonimcjl anfwer that it followes not-for my meaning was not that 
jr could not bi- expreffed by a pcriphrafis or circulocution,but that it could not be 
expreffed in one wordtf or 1 grant indecd,that whe we wold delay the • harftincs of 
this phrafe,//W J* MHe is but a foole, wefay,// a le ccruem gasllArd,Hc is light 
headed or lU le cement vnpeu gadlard, He is fomcwhat gtddic headed: whereas 
others hyjh'a pas lecerueaubienfait.Hc is fomewhat brain fickpr /I n a pas la te/le 
bienftite He hatli a crackt crannyior,//; a deU Ltwe.Hc islunatik;or,//)> adelheu- 

w ,„rhe\slmmorous.TtK'\vord^^ 

He is a puoi c innoccnf,imporrcrh nor fo much.-and T ra»frorttycenjejoc[ha*£ht 

of his wits,mad,and fuch like,imply morc,as comming nearer to the fignification 

of fury. Now the rcafon hcrcofyiz.why we fliould hauefuch vanetieof words to 
cxprefle tfitjmd but one (if we fpeake properly)to cxpi effea foolej leauc to be 
dilcufll'dby others,(cxccpt this perhaps be the rcafon, that thcrcarc mo fots then 
fooIsOcV wil hcreaddcone thing more touching fhofe phrafes of which vvefpake 
in the firft placc,vK.that(if I hatic rightly obfcrucd)wc vfc the word Moutc j.that is 
fhtepe tropica!ly,not fo much to fignific a fbr.asa fimplc faulc.who f nfl-ers hi mfdr 



e 



y the no r e,as we fay .Which is common to vs with the Grecians,as with 
Luchn among the rcft,fauc that he vfeth the word drying & not leading He -filth 
alfo another proucrb to the famccffecfyhc meaning wherof is,as d one lliold lay, 
lie follow him m * freep doth agreene bough: which may feme to confirme the vfeof 
thi ; metaphor in our tong.Howbeit we hauc no need of Lmians aufhontie in this 

cafe fcein" &fchyltts(or\z of the ancicntcft Greek Poets)vfeth it in the fame fence. 

* But to omit the phrafes formerly fpoken of (which are fo many pregnant proofs 
oftheconremptof Antiquitie) we will in the fequell of rhisdifcourfe allcdgc o- 
thers when we come to fpeake of thofe Poets who (contrary to the current and 

common rccciucd opinion) thought it a farrc happier thine for them that they li- 
ucd in their owne age, then if they had lined in any other. And verily my purpofe 
was here to hauc fpoken of them at large,and to haue added them as a fupplcment 

to 
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to this Chapter, but that I percciuc I haue already paflcd my bounds . Ho wbcic 
I hauc an excufe at hand, viz. that he which hath any dealing with fooles can nc- 
uer haue done. 



* 





CHAP. IIII. 
Hew And wherefore cert dim Poets fo eamejlly defired 

the golden Ages, 

V 

■ 

Hen Poets (whofe Writings ferue vsin fteadofrriirrours , wherein 



we may behold mens turbulent palfions) compared the fafhions 
and cuftoms of their owne age with thofe of the golden Age,they 



could not but wi/b thatit had bin their hap they had bin borne ana 
liued in thofe daycs.We hauc an example hereof in Tibullus, who 

hauing recounted the happioefle of thofe rimes(whicn,to omit other particulars, 

were not harried nor rent infunderwith vvarresandgarboilesi) breakes out into 
this patheticall wifli: • 

Tunc mihi vita foretjvulgi nec trijlia nojfcm 

Arma y nec nudiffem^ corde mi cant c, tub Am, 

That is, , 

Liud 1 Again e, I neuer more would we Ate 
No deadly armet i nor neuer more would heart 



The trumpets warlike found. 



* * 



Neither arc we to wonder at this his wilh, feeing that Heftod (who liued many 
hundred ycarcs before) fighcth and faith : N 



Thar is; - ; 

Would I mought Hut in this lead Age no lmore i 
But or l)Ad ftnet bene borne ,or dide before. 



4 / 



But he greatly deceiued himfelfe (good man) in thinking he fhouldnbt haue bin 
Co vn fortunate if he had-liued in the Aec following t %ox this is no new faying* 

which is commonly fpoken byway of a?quiuocarion \ Le monde va touftours I 

V empire: The world growes dayly worfe and ytqtfc; witnefle t^fratw another 
Grcekc Poet, who in the Pocmc out of which Saint fWtopke an hemcpthion, 



hath thefc words: 



X«}OTif HV * Uf4«< A* X<tJt(to71 j* -n^t^t*, 



That is, 



i 



* V 1 it J ' 0* J . . » » 
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Qur golden Sires left ,ts their lajl bequefl , 
An Agefime dealt imp Aired from tfse oejl: 

And you frail ft Amen for your future hares, 
A worfe then theirs. 



1 # .1 



• % * 

% • • 



• * 

, . ' ■ i * ' 
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In imitation whereof Horace faith, 



• • ... ' 

• * • 



Mtas farentum prior aufyulit 

Nos nequiores^moxdAturos 

Progeniem vitiofarem. 



t> 2 That 
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That is, 

Our parents age t w or ft then our aunceflors , 
Hath borne vsworfe then they ^ndmfiall breed 

Afarremoreviaouefeed. 

But how commcthit to paflc(may fome fay) that our parents mould be more vi- 
cious then their fathers and grandfathcrs,and they likcwifc then their forefathers, 
and that wc (in like fort) fliould exceed not onely thcm,but all our anceftors, and 
our children vs? The reafon hereof (me thinkes) is cuident.For as he which is fole 
hcirc to many rich men , hauing befides the inheritance left him by his father, 

much more wealth accrcwing vnto him othcrwayes , muft needes be richer then 
thcyjwhofc heirc he is:In like mancr,itcanot be, but thatthey who are leftheires 

de Ajje of all their aunceftors viccs,and by their good husbandry improue thcold, 

and daily purchafe neWjfliould in the end be more vicious then they whofe heires 
and fuccctfors they are. Seeing then it is plaine and apparent by vndoubted fto- 



that cucn thofe finnes among the reft,againft which God hath thundred 



fuch fearful! curfes in his Iaw,haue bene fo rife in the world fince the golden Ag 

and cuerfincc runn ing vpon the fcoxQ^ can wc wonder to fee them now innume- 
rable^ When I fay from the fbft age J. fbcake according to theScripture,whichcon- 
finethmanshappiccftate in farre lefle compaflc then pi ophanc writers arc wont 

to do, namely .during that fhort time that our firft parents continued in the eftate 

of Innocencic. And fome among them confine it in farre fhortcr bounds and li- 
mits then others; as Jmcnal by namc,when he faith , 

\^4nt't([uum favetus eft alienum Pofthome/^/*M» 
C<mcm ere \<ttqt*e pcrigertium contemner e fitUri. 

Omne diud crimen mKferpeApotttlitaU$ % 

yiderunt^rimos argent eafteislamcechos, 

Thatis, 

ofmientpndiitgtsthatpleajingftnne^ 

By wanton jlealtt) of warming others bed: 

Bach other crio^th^\ron Age did gin y , 

T he ft liter world it jelfe fome letcfa ' s bred* 
But who would cucr bclceue that Adultery fliould Ijaue Jjene fb common in the 
filucr Age,a\id othet vices not on& know nc nor heard of tilthc iron Age' Verily 
though theScriprure wcre^lenr in this parricular^nd did not amrme the contrary 
theftory of C/i/m hiurther ,;yct I fee not how any man mould giue entertain 



ment to this conccit.His meaning tberfore(I take it) was to mewyhat whoredom 

and adultery were the vices whereunto men in all Ages were moft addicted. Arid 
how mould the heathen and prophane Pagans make con fciencebf fuch fins,whcn 

as Chriftians(eue thofe that are othcrwife vrj^oetcd of the World) account them 
but workes of naturc,and tr iclces Of youth . ' 

Howfocucr the cafe ftand , ccrtainc it is,thatthe firft Age was not wifhed for 



fc. For whatfocuet 
ill probabilitie)in comparifo 



corruption tyasm thofe day 
f that of lite? *itncs,\yhich til 



was but (mall (: 



ke bad weed hath 



grownc with fpeede . True it is, tfiaf as we (confidcring the con uprion of thefe 
times, and the wickcdncfTc of mans nature) can hardly bcleeue it mould be erea. 

'ter:fo did ouraunccftors iudecof the corruptions of their ownc. ////tfWfpcaking 
of his own Age,faith that it did fo dcgencrate,3tid was fo debafed from the purity 
of the golden Age,that itdeferued no longer 'to tie called by the name ofany met- 
tal- thereby fianifying that he flipuld grace it much that fhouldcall it the iron Age, 
* ' confidermg 
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confidering it did fb fane outft rip it in all execfle of riot. And Quid (peaking of the 



vnconfcionable couetoufneffe of the men of his time, faith, he could not imagine 




natch it. And therefore as we may not thinke that the golden Age was without 



how it mould be greater. But it Ottid were dcceiued,in thinking that the wicked- 
ncffc of his time was then in the rufTc,much more was ffefiod,who liued fb man 
Ages before . But finnc and impictic did then fo abound,and likca great dclu 
did fo mafter the banks and ouerflo w all,that he thou ght it a thoufand times bett 

to haue liued cither before or after the firft Agc,perfwading himfelfc that it was fo 
vnlikcly thetffliould come a worfe,that he thought it not poflible thatany fliould 

ail corruption (albeit Poets cxtoll it to the skies, and fing forth a thoufand praifes 

in commendation thereof:) fo neither arc we to doubt but that the Ages enfuing 
retained fome feeds and fparkes (as it wejcjof the firft , notwithstanding the cla- 
morous complaints they make again ft tkilJF or that which Iuuenal faith in com- 
mendation ofthe golden Age,viz.that they accounted it a capitall crime ifayppg 
man (were he neuer fo rich)nad not rifen from his feate,and done reuerenqppi 
old man,though neuer fb poore, was prac-tifed long after by the Lacedam^ 

whopunilhed fuch an offence, either with death, or with fomegrkuous 

ment. And what great reuerence the auncient Romaines bare to old age, vm may 




reade in Valerius Maximus. 
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tat rvhatfocucr Poets haue mitten cf the mehednejfe ef their times. 

might haue bent affirmed of the Age lafl pa(l. 




Lbcit it be a vfuall thing with Poets, fb to amplific the matter they 
intreate of, as that they make mountaines of mole-hils, and there- 
fore their teftimony may well befiifpeciedjnotwithftandingldare 

bebold to fay,that they haue written nothing of the leudnefTe of 

their times which can iuftly be challenged , cfpccially if we com- 
pare it with the praclife at this day .And furcly if Poets ought not to be fufpeded, 
much leffe Hiftoriographcrs, who take not fo great iibertie tothemfelues , not- 
withftanding they make relation of fuch deteftable fafo as fecme paft all belicfc: 

Thucydidesby name,whodifcourfed at large oftheplague wbichiwept awavan 
infinite numberof people at Athtnt-jn whom we find theragingandfuriousiufts 

of fome (mif< reams rather then men) to haue bene fuch and fo great , that they 

tooke occafion by that fo terrible a fcourge^praftifc their villanics. If there be 
any that cannot uibfcribe to this his report, let him but inquire what was done in 

the yearc I5<$4.the plague beine at Lions (a Chriftian citie,not hcathenifh as ^A- 
them was ) efpecially by tnefbuldiers of the ciradell , and he will no doubr, not 
onely beleeue them to be moft true,but will further iudgc them cxcufable and tol- 

lerable in comparifbn . To be fliort 3 to what outrage(may we thioke) would not 
they let loofe theteines of their head-ftrong affedtions,who made it an ordinary 

thhigf&defloure maids^nd to force matrons euenthen when they were infcClcd 

with the noyfbme and contagious difeafe of the plague a,nd peftilence, and now 
ready to giue vp the ghoft < What language is there vndcr the cope of heaucn (I 
except not the Greek* it felfe,the moft flowing and copious of all that are or liauc 
bene)tbatcan affoord vsa word fuflidently cmphaticall to expreffe fobtutifli,fo 

D 3 de(j>erate 
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dcfperatc and furious a fa<a.QucftionlclTe if the Turkcs had heard of fuch villanic 

they would hauc abhorred it as hell it fclfc : and not fo oncly , but would hauc 
doubled and trebled the hatred they bearevs tor our religion. 

but it (hall not be impertinent before we proceed to a further and more ample 

difcourfe of the guifc and fafhion of this Age , to enquire how euenly our aunce- 
ftors(which liued fomc three or fourefcorc y earcsago) caned themfelues (where 

I confine this word Age within fomewhat ftraighter bounds then others com- 
monly do)confidering the world waxeth daily worfe and worfe. To whom thcrt 
may we hauc rccourfe to make inquiry hereof? Verily to the Preachers which h- 
acd I in thofc dayes , and amongft otheis,for Franco Frier 0 liner CM at liar </,and 
Trier cMichael CUenot : for Italy, to Frier CM ichat I Barelete (alias de Bareletai) 
who thoueh they hauc infinitely corrupted Chriftian Rclieion with their doting 
dreamcs and foolifli fancics 3 and wiujfcmdry wicked fpeeches, proceeding partly 
from blockiih ignorance, partly from meet e malice ; not withftanding they ouit 

themfducs like valiant champions , in encounti ing the vices which raigned in 
thofe times, as (hall appcarc in the iequcll of this difcourfe. I will then (as occafion 
fliall be offered) begin each feucrall argument with ol uerMaillard (as being Me* 
nots auncicnt) and after I will come to Barelete ,one of another country .And firft 
(becaufc it futeth fo well with that which hath bene faid) I will (hew how all ot 

them in general!, and cucry of them in particular, find the wickedneffe of their 

times fo intolerable and fupcrlatiue , that they iudgc it infinitely to furpafle the 
lcudncffc of all former A ges. Marke then the words of Oliuer Cftafl/ard, fc .96. 

col 3 . K^tudtt tamen a/faere quod multt funt prions in quarto anno nunc, quam alifc 
in feptimo : & nunc wfeptnm>quhn alias in At ate per fetid. And a little before, viz. 

fol. 81 . coUz . Et quum nunqudmfuerint ma/ores luxurujniujliti* ejr rap/n<e>qua nunc, 

idto,&c. Likcwifc/i/.2i7.0 Bern mem .credo quod ab incarndtione Domtni noflrs 

lefu Chrijlijion reonauerunt tot luxursoji in totomundoftcut nunc Varhiftu*. CMenot 
(who lined ecrtatney cares aftcr)faithas much in thefc words: Legatuhtllort<ts > & 
tion wucnictis quod mundmfnerit ita deft attaint Sunt nunc eft. To which (bcfides 

the former fcnrcnccs already allcdged out of CMdillard , lumping with it in 
fcnce v and meaning ) hce hath one which futes it both in fence and words. 
In another place he twits his auditors not fo much for their non-proficiencie 
in that they did not amend, as for their deficiency ,in that they waxed daily wotfe 
and vvorfe. Let vs now come to Barelete. Kunquam (faith he fit. 161. col. 1.) mun- 

dusfuit tarn malm vt nunc, neque tarn feparatm a Dei amore &proximi, vtnunc eft. 

Thus we fee how all three (though lining in fcuerall countries)iumpe and accord 
in one in taking vp the fame complain t agaihfr the wickednefTe of their rimes, as 
farrc furpamng all the outfaces and enoi miticsof former ages . Let vs in the next 
place confidcr how they vpbraide Chriflians with the fame vice, affirming that 
Turkcs and other Infidels lcade not fo loofc a life by many degrees. CMaillard ha- 
uins reported howatTours in the raigne of King Lewis the eight, the Icwesrc- 
proucd Chriflians for faying that Chri ft died for them , and yet blafphemed and 
curfed him, hath thefc words: ^Audeo dicer e quod pluresinfolentupunt tn EccUfid 
Chriflianorum quam ludeorum. Kn&fot.Vtf.col.iMt faith he had cojiucrfed with 
* A/*ww,nnd found them farrehonefter men then the Chriflians then flvingin 
France . Frier Michael Menot faith nokfoiSunt tuddiin Auinione,& funt^ Paganl 
in p atria ft a : fed fir miter credo, quodfeclufo luminefidei perfeflius, moralhg viuunt 
quam hodie plum chrifiiAni, nee tdntd miferUfiunt inter eosftcut tnter not. Kefao de 
que vobii feruiat nomen Chrijlianitatis, &fdes chrifli, quam recepift* in Baftifme. 
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Let vs now heare what £4*&/* tcllcth his Italians fo/.i^.col.i. 2{on efl plus er ubef 
tcntia tenere publicc concubinatfcciperc facramenta falfa,& omnia sllicita pervetram 
A Saracenisjb Agarenisjb Arabis t ab ldumau,a Mahomet anis y k Barbaru t a Iudau^ 

ab infdclibftSy 0 falfi Cbriffiane h*c acceprjli. 



CHAP. VI. 

How the former Age bath bene repronedby the afore/aid Preachers 

for all forts of vices* 

Et vs now confidcr how the afbrefaid Preachers declaiming thus in 
generall againft the wickedneffe of their times , do in particular alfd 

reproueand cenfiirc men for all fbrts of vices . And that I may pro- 
ceed in ordcr,l will begin with that which (as luuenal would make vs 
beleeue) is of all other vices the moft ancient, and Co much the more 
anciently how much the filuer Age is more ancient then the iron Age. What is 

this vice,may fbme fay? Surely whoredomc,otherwifc called carnalitie,(enfuality 

or lechery. ( For that which luuenal faith of adultery , ought rather to be vnder- 
ftood of umple fornication.) But for breuitie fake I will alledge their owne words 
(where they rcprouc whorcdomc in generalljcalling it Luxuriam^) yet fb,as I wil 

not make a medley or mixture of Church-mens lubricitie with lay-mens lechery^ 
which method I wil alfo obferue in difcourfing of their other vertues,left it mould 
be faid that I did confound the fpiritualtte with the temporaltie, or that I did 
mifiere facra jrrofanis , mixe facred things vfith prop ham, (as it is in the Latine pro*, 
uerbc.) I am therfore to intreate our holy mother the Church to haue patience a 
while,ti)l I hauc got our three good Latinifts difpatch the tcmporaltitie: and then 

I will do her this honour,to place her apart by her felfe. 

Let vs then heare oUuerMaiUard, who(tqpmir other particulars concerning this 
fwecte finne) is much offended with gentlewomen tor making their husbands 

wear e the hornes.yi/.8 1 .col. 2 . Et vos domic t 11. t qua habetulunicM dpertdt pumqutel 
mariti veflri fuM comut^ejr ducunt vos ad banquet*? Ana" thereupon faith, that the 
King of £»£/Wconfultiiigon a time with his CounceljWhcthcr he fhould wage 
wan e againftJthe French or not, it was concluded he fhould, becaufe theEnglsJh 
were appointed by God,to be as it were his fcourge,wherewith he would punifli 
thefinnes of the French. Whereupon hcaddetb.; Et cm nunquam fitersnt md- 

sores Iuxurt4 ) iniuftiti4 t e} t rdpin4 i quam nunc: ideo Jecretnm fuit vtvensrent. We 

hauc alreadie heard how he faith in his brauc Latihc;Q good God, I am fully per- 
fwadetl that there was neucr fuch riot in the world fincc the incarnation of Chrift, 

as there is now at Pari*. Further,he complaineth (foil 36.^/4.) of the Parifians, 
which let their houfes to panders,whores^ind bawds . And that whereas good 
King S.Lewu caufed a,brothcl-houfe to be built without the citie,|here were then 
ftcwes in eucrv corner . And in the page following dinj&ing his fpecch to Law- 
yers, Ego non habeomfilingHdmx ego ftcio appelldtionem, nip depofueritisrsbaldai & 
meretricesllocisfecretis'.habetislupinarferi in omnibm locis ciuitatis . Likewifc fol. 

Zdf.col.^ where arc the ftatutes of holy King Lewis? He commaunded that 
ftcwes fliould be remoucd farrefrom Colledges:but now the flrftplace that (cho« 

lers runne vnto when they ftcp out of a Collcdee,is a bawdy houfc ♦ Againc *thc 

fore/aid King Lewis would haue fwept all whores dcane out of^isjlealme, 
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(> itt 3utf to auoid a greater inconuenicnce)hc was counfelled to let them make their a- 
bode in the fuburbes,or in fome remote place without thecmc. And he fheweth 
clfc whcrc,that himfelfe was iumpe of the fame opinion.So that he who as a prea- 

ofrhc word ought to haue reformed others, had need himfelfc to be retor 



mcd .as hereafter fhall be declared 



But to proceed on in my d if- 



eyes 



tuullt this iolly preacher complaineth, that bawdes made their bargaines with 
ftrumpcts in the very Churched thcrupon he callcth them facrilegtous perfons. 
Morcouer, he marucllcth (which is a ridiculous conceit, albeit he fpakeit m great 
fimnlicitic) that the Saints there interred did not rife againe and plucke out their 

Heithctdothhcfparethofcmothcrsthatarc bawds to their ownc daugn- 

^.^fol^.SimtnehicmatrcsilUm^^ 

nib,u de curiaM^randnm matrimonii fmm ? And/*/.j).w/.*.after he hath laid, 
Where arc you my maftcrstfe Iuftices of Peaceand Quorum*' Why do you i not 
nunifh the whoremongers, bawds, and ruffians of this cities and mewed how 

they let fuch thceucs as thefc go Scot-free , whereas they fcucrely puntfhed com- 
mon felons : he commcth to fpeake of ba wdic bargaining, (a fa& farrc more dc- 
tcftablc then the former) viz. how they made their daughters get their dowries 
with thefweateof their bodies: &faciuntcis (faith he) lucrarimatrtmomum fuum 
adpxnam & fodorem corf Otis fm. And pl.t 2$.c 0I.2. Were it fo hard a matter (think 
you) to find fome in this towne who in their yongcr yeares were arrant whores, 
and now being old crones are become common bawds i I charge you with it 
you Magiftratcs, for lcauing fuch Dcrfons vnpunifhed . If a man fteale but 
twcluc pence, he fliall furely be punifhed for the firft offence: and if he fteale the 
fecond timcjic fliall leauc his eares on the pillorie, or otherwife be punifhed with 
the lofTc of Umbc (for he faith, effet mutilatus in corpora) if the third time, he fhall 
rceainc the IofTc of his eares by fetching of his nccke . Nowtell me yelufticcs 
ofoyer& Terminer, whether it be worfc to fteale ahundredcrowncs,ortoiclla 

maides virginitic' „ , „ , . , . , 

But let vs heare what iMenot h\x\\(fil.i%.col^ the fecond impteffion,wbich 

I follow) Wnc at as iuuemm it a dedita ' eft luxum^uod non eil nec prat *, nec vtnea, 
nec domL A u, miMlmittmtmfcUtnl^tof* i^.coU. Nunc aqua luxu- 
rU tranfit per monafleria, & habetis vfquc ad osjoquendo deea. And a little after: In 
fubmbh!& per mam villam mn vidctur alia mcrcatura* other ware. In camcru cxer- 

cenJhxurUjnjM^ 

confequcnter in omni flatu . True it is indecd,he is fomewhat troubled in afloy ling 
aqucftion which he propounded! in the bchalfeof yong maricdmcn , who by 
reifon of their affairesand buftnefle abroad,arc often enforced to go from home. 
Fol.t ) fi.col. 4 .Cognofcitisquodnonpoffimtss > &c. Youknow we cannot alwayes 
haue our wiues tied at our girdles , nor cany them in our pockets : in the meane 
time our yong gallants cannot Hue without borrowmgof their neighbours . Let 
a man come into Taucrncs, Innes, hot-houfes, and fuch likcplaccs andhefhall 
find wenches for the purpofe, common as the high way, .that will feme his turne 
forafmallprice.Idcmaundwhetheritbenotlawfull foramantovfe them as his 

wife < Lo here a qucftion which he propounded* in the pei fon of certaine good 
fcllowcs: whence wemay gathcr,what fmallconfcicncc they made of fuch things 
in thofedayes. For whereas hcfhould haue fharply cenfurcd the mouers of fuch 
qucftions,and haue cut them off in a word , he anfwereth as one who thought* 
a very ferious matter . which required decpe and mature dehberat ion before he 

eaue his final refolution.Notwithftanding he fhiftcth his fingers very finely of all, 
■ , , ■ without 
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without difbataging his reputation* Morcouer he cried) out(as well as Filer Mailt 
lard) againft bawdie bargainingjWickcd wenching, and vilJanous plotting vfedin 

Churches. toi.94- col.*. Si fit qnaftiofacere & traclare mercatumde aliqua fkdra* 

pienda,aut alio malofatiendofpMetqumr<ertmdgnas Ecclfiftasjjrc. Arid he (heweth 

elfcwhcre,how the Church was madethc rendezvous for all their merry -mad-mco 

tings . Yet one thing there is which makcth him (bed teares,viz .that mothers fell 

their daughters to bwds.ftl.fi 7 .cot.* Et quod plus eft Xquodejr fern dico)numquid 
nonfontquapropriasfiuasvenundantlcnottibus? 

Barelctc Ukewife complaineth hereof :foLi S.coL u 2l$tt eft ampliu* vereenndia 
publ/cc tentre concitbinrtijvutur vxor& nutrttur put ana cum manic is rubeis. And in 
fundry other pftto he takes vp the fame complaint,efpecially againft whoicdomc 
committed by Nunnes (whereof 1 find nothing in xMasllardot Menot) s&ftlu^u 
col.uAdmonudesconuentuales^udhabentjiliotjpurios, 

But to proceed to other villanics,as irtcefts, fbdoraies, and the like (ins againft 
nature : I do not remember that 1 haue read much of them in xMenot y howbeit 

KMaillard faith in gcnerall^/.278.ffl/.3.T4w de adultcrijsftttprfs y ejrinceflibnd ) ejr 
ftccatuc6ntr4iidturam.hndfoL300£ol.u$ifredantfurirf 

ejr incesluofii&c. And he inueigheth in particular againft Sodomie^/. a£a. c ohz. 

Howbeit he fpeakcth not of it as of a thing whereof men made a trade and occu- 
pation,but onely(hauing fhewed what the Scripture faith of fuch villanie)addeth 

that many Cbriftians are fo blinded and befbtted therewith, that they are not 
afhamed to defend it. But Barelctc (haUirtg to deale with Italians Jcrieth out often 
againft ix^ifol.sS.coLj^auotfidamiu.o quot ribaldil And fol.71.toL1. he addcdi 
another mifebiefe which followcth in the necke of the former : Hot impediment 0 
impedn "Dsfibolus ling u am fodimstarfus cum puerurm turptm agit. . 6 nature deftru* 

ttor Impcditur ilk auuumvxorcmn agitper rtttamlincamAm 
rem turpem agit.O leflii dctcrior. Likcwife fol.iq, col. 1; he ioy ncih Sodomsa s with 

Cardinalstates,wnc\cY which word lyethhid (no doubt) fome great toy fterie: but 
1 leaueittofbme Delimox Oedipus :hiswordsare thefe: guistt cohducit adinhont* 
ftates^r ad libidinet t ejr cardmaUtatcs^4dfodomiMf Hoivfqeuer it be taken, cer- 
taine it is»his meaning was to cxprefTc fom e great ca rdih all venue tytardinalltatesi 
in placing it betwixt wbbredome and Codomic 

Thefts alfb are fharply cenfured bythefe threcpreachers. as alfo rapine and cx- 

tonlon. Howbeit they tnfift longer (tanfd not without caufe^ vporr (uch thcf» as 
are not accounted thefts,butgo icotfreeand vnpunffhed,theh vpon others^ land 
chiefly vpon vfury .Firft then MailU*dbmx\§ ^^alledged this diftirt&io otn orTho* 

mas of Aqtsin bctweene theft ^and rapine j: itbat rapin* is when he that is fpoylwk of 

his goods doth notknow it$ yet afterwards he fneweth another aeccption of the 
word, faying that rapine is committed openly and theft (which he calleih/w-- 
tum) fecrer ly . Heaccounteththen that tb be rapine or robbery, ^hen a man hih 
uing power and authoritic in his handsjdothdepiiiiranothcr (v^hois^ot able to 

withftand bim)of his goods, as when a Prince Ofa gentleman tdeeihhis /uWods 

or tenants goods by force and violencG.Furtjher he 6i th hat thehhane r o f ftealitig 

vfed by fouldiers,is robbery. That is rifo cdledmWfcr^(faim»lw) which oughttra- 
ther to be called concufitn 9 as whence mafta witbholdeth hismans wages, the 
miftris her maids,&c. Of aU which rlitftshe fpeakcth^. one tha^ wahtednoc A 



of cxampIis.But let vs proceed to greater polling^ftcaJih atidrmibrfaaib 
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which is prac^ifed by vfuvers. ftemies groflean Jpate^^fuw^licbihti) 
clocked vfury > whereof hebrings^thcfeouuiiplesi TnisxtoaJatoviti^isrb^ 
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4 THE FIRST BOOKE, 

ftandine in need of mony 

cciuc a dioufand cro wnes$thc Trcafurcr tds him,he cannot haue it till after a for t- 
nieht % at which time he is to recciue a certainc fumme of mony . The poore man 
anlwers,that he ftands in great need ofit, and cannot ftay. WeH then (faith the 
Trcafurcr) fith it muft needs be fo 3 vou (hall haue the one halfe of it in mony,and 
the other halfc in wares : and fo dcliuereth him wares for two hundred crownes 

which arc farce worth an hundred. He further allcdgcth this example. An vfurer 

lendcth a merchant-venturer an hundred pounds,vpon condition that if the mer- 
chandize profper andcomc to good, befides the principall he (hall giue b 1m halfe 
ofhisgaincjifnot^caiaUrcftorcthc principal] againe. Wttgnphe addc ™> 

fit fic quotient ponitur capital* m lucro,& lucrum fib dubto,tbt etimmafitata . He 

further allcdgcth another example which I hereomit,and comeTo tteafurers , at 
whomhc2udcthinfundryplaccs J as>/.83^/4. Asforyou Clarkcs ofthefc 
chequer, and you Treafurers , do not Captaincs giue y ou ten crownes m haften 

their pay < This I tell you is vfury . You fay , your office is little woi th of it felrKbut 

that your vaU«,praaifc,and dealing is good.Thc diucll take fuch dealing: Adorn* 

ttcsJiahbstaUsprattiuXou fay morcoucr your offices Coft you much, and ther- 

tbre you muft helpc your felucs one way or another, and fill your bagges againe. 
All this is not worth a blcwbutton 5 nay all fuch dealing (lean tell you) is very 
dangerous. And ye gcntlc-women,do ye not wearc rich t urres and girdles of gold 
by mis meanes i You muft cither make rcftitution for this geare,or be damned to 
the diucll , chufc you whether. Againe,/*/^."/* fpcaking of filthy lucre, This 

(faith he) conccrneth receiucrsand treafurers wiues,&a For when a man is to re- 
cciue a fummcof mony , before he can get a farthing from thcm,he muftprefenr 
their wiues with fomcfairc ring, girdle, or go wne , And/Ulj.crtg he twits 
Church-men for giuing their tythe cornc vpon vfury : and he vpbraidcth com- 
mon bankeis with their lending of ten crownes vpon a peece of land , that in the 

meanc time they may hauc the poffeffion of it : and merchants alfo , who leh- 

ding their merchandize in ftcad of mony,valuc them at twice fo muchas they be 
worthjwhich he formerly layd in m^^ . 

tjMtnot in like fort cricth out as well againft clofc and cloaked vfury rto vie Ins 
owne words) as open and manifeft: when he faith, Hoditfim public* vfurs, non 
cooper u <vtl palliauJed omnino manifefi* ,ita vt vidtamur tffe fine lege. And in ano- 
ther place, Poore men arc pilled and polled with greater vfuries at this day then 

cucr wercpradtifed by the Lombards or kms , for which notwithftanding they 

were banifhed France. FoL 100M1. Fuerunt alias Longobardi & t«d« * 

retno Francs* jfuod Mam Urram infeiebant vfif'u i fed mme pemittuntur cr afiicres 
Viaboli vfuraru mam vnquam fucrint Longobardt [tut luaUii (Sutable whercumo 
we mayobferue how CMaiUardtiAth , Vos dtcitisqiibd ill* qttitmnt banquosadv- 
furamfunt de Lombardia.) He addetb,£f ddhuc quod fortius & vehementtds ladtt 

cor meumSunt ills qui dicutur fapientioresSo that his opinion concerning vfurets is 
this,that if diucls mould comcdowncfromhcauen by thoufands vpon thcearth, 

they would not fo endammage and fpoile poore people as one great diucllrfh vlu- 

rcr doth in one 0 nclyp2tiQvFoU7.co/.3Xredf'tem/hi i fsms//e ^aboUdtfcendereni 

de aire in ttrram adperdendum bona fauperum , nan tot mala facerent quanta nmua 
eroffrnduboUnvfirarimnmaparochi*. Et tafa \ funtfugiends ftcut DiafoU . Fur- 
ther, in difcourfingand laying open their wickednefle tothc world/*/,ip$.«f u 
he faith, that if thefc wicked wretches chance to reade * prognothcation which 
forctcllcthadearthof cornc orwine, they buy vp all thatcomes to the market, or 

can 

/ 
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can begot for mony $ and hauing hoorded it vp* will nor pa« M*h I r,no;w>fc&£ 

the relicfc of the pewe people,exc*pt ftcy pay double the prk^ J&y wbfch,crw# 
and tyrannicall dcaling,thcy being fo pinched with pouertyjfiWO^Hforb^ng^ 
and die without made. And>£no.^4» Thcfc gwffe fUurfliftiyfurershaHqj? 
gnawed the poore people during the dttrttyhat they hauc nothing left wherepa 
to liue,cxcept they mould flea themfelues and fclUfceir skinnes ;., Where note, m 
phrafe which he vfetb, alluding to the place whichhc had bctore alledgcd , Bern 
me* confumptu carnibm adbxfit os mum . Thereby flhjp wing that Ahe poorer^tt 
haue iuft caufe to take vp this complaint. Ukewifofttt >coU& 3*0 Wm$mv+ 
(krarij, per vcflw vfum definite pauperet, & po4tk *** nudos in magnA miferjfi 
homines fine mi fen cor Ma &ratiw. fu 

viditis hoc anno ejfe magnam indigemiam bladi 5 ideweftrnm paupertbus venditis in 
duplo plufquam t mi fits. Vefira hmeapkna.fint^pppulmfameiitunatur. AnoW.*$* 



tami 

now 



: 'fafiunt iftt orefii vfurarjjjuivehnt dectpire puperem t dando ei bladum^vP. 

tandem pofitnt habere fuam' hmditatem Ml he difcottrfeth of this morelargely clfe- 

where die wing how in^i cheape yeare they would (ay to the poOre farmers that 

brought them their rent cornc,Scll it/eU it,and keepe the mony to your felues fat 
we need it not y et:and fo would watch thefe poore fouIes(as it were) by the way, 
and in the end would call for all the arrerages when it was deare j4b that theyibc- 
ing not able to pay their rcnt,were conftramed toleaue them thwlands * andta 
giue them for foil paimentin ftead of corne. For tbefe gallants (as we way gather 
by the writings of this Preacher) put their confidence in that which many now a 
dayes rely vpon, viz. the founding of fome Chur^iC haopel^ or fqme tehgtous 
houfe, or otherwife vpon the virtue of their alme$, in being benehciall totht 
Church at their death. F*L$.coUMfvfunrijpntatis ena4eremms t Ego <?mml* 

ifiwfedhoceficumintentiwM 

and then lay bade vpon theft vfutcrs , efpecia]ly in the former particular 
mentioned by M«w/,viZithat /w«W*.ie banifhed out of FrancfhyKilopofchM 
vfui ies;and yet more villanous vfurers were to be found among Ghnllians> 
cucrwere among them. Men nowadayes (faithhe) are nQthingafliamedtopv^ 

out their mony to vfury,no not to haue deaJingand tuaffick with*)*; MoYcr 

ouer hemaketha fermon of purpofe^ vfutis &*eWtutione reialfen** alledgiug 

fundry rcafons why vfury mould not be toleratediwhere (topmwother pawlfln- 
iars)he cries out in thisforttO whaw number ate tber€,wholnf6wyeare$o»V«w 
poorcare growne exceeding rich pfirfa&nefvtSvch a poore man ba.tblbPiight 
chcef(vwhich he neuer«ftedof 5 another hathboughtcloth^ 
neuer clothed. O ye vfurers wiues^tf your eowne^Nvere ^ putinfttoreflq.t^bjou^ 
of the poore would drop from t hem> v , Wfil&Sto mm MM mmm 

furcn»,who for ten meafureswhichjlheylend^ufeftxteenftoragte^ 

tobe,fe«4owncin thrill. And heru^o b«(h^«whaiipuwft^nt \w\*ff*4 
vpon an vwrtrratCr^jlnhi$ Mmi3*^holending<ftO bum^^pf f orne^aujjt)^ 

teenc tobe fet dowocin his booJ^v^to the n<M<uy was pUniftK^ Mh \WMe 

of his hand , and the vfurer with the ioflTc . of allhiagoods * ^ml\*v couj 
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chufc (I fuppofc) but % be enen boatfc againe wtths«xcU«mng^ «§ai 
and polling praclifcs of out lawfcffc"^ 

fuchTikcOf Aduocaies ^^ith,that t^Mkfl ^ dmwMMxmxti 

he rclateth a very pleafa^ ftory ,o^,ftMWi c^ 

ccrrain pttfe of Frame M ?he raiglW O^ing Z^th€ twelfthvA Mb hu^ jmn 

(faim hc)intreatcdoflcof thefcgoo4*lk)m 
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a Cute which he had in the court} which thing he vndertook. About 2 .houres after 

came the aducrfe partic(who was a very rich man) and intreated him in like man- 
na to pleadc hiscaufc againft a cettainc husbandman : which healfo took in hand. 
The day being come wherein the caufc mould be heard , the husbandman came 
to put his Proctor in mind of his fine, who anfwered him , My friend when you 

came tonic the other day, J gauc you no anfwer, becaufc I was otherwife em- 
ployed : and now I giue you to vnderftand that I cannot dcale for you , hauing 

vnacftakenyour aducrfaries caufcj notwithstanding I will dire&you by my letter 

to an honcftman.Wheruponhe wrote to another Lawyer asfolloweth:Twofat 

capons arc fallen into my hands* hauing chofen the fatter, I (end you the other j I 

will plucke the one , pluckc you the other . And fit. 75. cot* 1. Ye Counfel- 
lers, do yc not allcdge the lawes to ouerthrow right iudgement < Do ye not 

corrupt and falfific depofitions as much as Iieth in you? Do yc not frame ap- 
peales againft God and your confidence to ouerthrow the aduerfc part? Do ye 
not require the ludge togiue fentence againft equitic^Doyc not take money on 
both hands ? And a little after; As foryou Gentle-women (Counfellers wiues) 

do ye not weare girdles of gold and filucr , chaincs and ribbands with beades of 

goldandoflcat, which ye haue got by thecofiningconucyance of thefediuels 

your husbands<It had bene better for you to haue maried clownes. And fol.it 

col.; .Ye wiues of fuch Counfellers, Atturneys, and Maftcrs of rcquefts , it were 
better for you tobchangmens wiues. Rgmfil^.col.j.o Domini de Parlamemo 

qui datU ftntcntiam per Antiphrajin t melim effet vos ejfc mortuos in *ottru matrum v<f- 

Jlrarum. And fol.^g* col a. hclaycth open another notable peeceofknauery, Ye 
Proctors (faith he) do y c not go to men in prifon,and vfc fuch or the like fpeeches: 
My friend you haueahoufe and two akcrs ofvinesj if you will giue them to fuch 
a Iudge, you mail befctfree. UMenot like wife difcourfeth atlargein fundry places 
of thefts committed by Pro&ors and Counfellers , thofc efpecially that fell to the 

rich the poorc mans right. I meane, which draw from thepoore whatpoflibly 

they can, and in the meane time betray them to their adueriarics,which come off 
roundly in paying their fees, and fill their purfes better . When Cfaith he fol. pu 
c»Lj,)& caufe hath hung in fu/pence foure or fitieyeares,an A tturney wil come to 

a rich man (who hath a poorc man in futc, and hath the better end of the ftaffe) 

and will fay vnto him; Sir,you muft agree with your aducr/ary,for in the end you 
will be caft, After that,he will fay to the poore man , My friend,you ouerthrow 
your felfe,it is not for you to go to law with fuch a great man jit is your beftcourie 
to agree with him,and giue him the land for a hundred crownes,otherwifehe wil 
begger you,and ftrip you of all. Whereupon hc(poorc foule) fearing the woift,is 

glad to giue the land for a hundred crowncs,which is worth a thousand. And fit. 
104.cc/.1.heare what counfell an Attutney giucs a filly fellow,0 mice \oporttt quod 
tu accordes cum iflo > quia alitor nunquam habtbis pacem 1 nam tu vides that he is not 
worth a groate, and that he hath a fhrewd head,and is like to trouble thee much* 
Dicam tibi tu non perdes totum^ tu diets, auod ipfe debet tibi centum fiuta \ habtbis dc- 
ctjtr trit contemns ft placet. Tunc dicet iltc bonus homo, 0 quomodo poffem facer e ifudf 
Nefcirem: quia ego per dam rem meam nimis miferabilitenego non poffem facere. 0 (dt» 
cet ille) my friend melius eft quod tu hoc habeas quam tu per das totum : quia dicitur 
39 communiter: When a man hath loft his cow, and can butrecouerberraile, it will 
» fetue to make a handle for a doorc. N cither may we wonder at the matter, confi • 

dering the report which goes of the Court of Parliament which was in thofe 
daics.For he faith tliat thcParliamcm was wont to be the faireft flower in France: 

but 
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but fince that time it hath bene died in the bloud of the poore,who run weepidg 

and wailing after than. And left any mould thinke that I adde any one tillable of 
mine ownc, thefc arc his words;/?/.io4.«/.i. Dic&qubd eftpulchrior rofaquafit in 
Francik quam Par lament urn : id efcquod habet videre & Jupcr Ecclejiam, & fuper 

bracbiism fauUre.Sedifla tofa verfa e$i in fanguinem iftc quod eft omninb tinfia f an- 
guine pauper um clamant turn plorantium hodie pojl cos. 2<g0 mention Afterwards 

he faith , A poore man may be in Paris ten yeares following his fuite, and yet ML 
hang in the briers, and get nothing but his labour for his paines 2 whereas they 
' might haue difpatched him in a wceke. And a little before he inueyeth againilw- 
Lawyers ingenerall, for that they make a rtumberof poore people to trot after 
their muks tailcs, not once vouchiafing them audience, though it concerne their 

vttcr vndoing ; whereby it comroeth to pile, that thefe filly foules dying in the 

meane while in following their fuites, icauc their children beggers, and their 

daughters in ftead ofbeins well married arcconftraincd to become Catholickes. 
lAcmkfol.17.coL1. we fee rich men who hauing fpent fixe or fcuen yeares in 

following their fuites t and their goods alfo i yet could not wind themfelues out of 
this endlefle and inextricable labyrinth, but haue beneconftrained in the end to 

go naked with a white ftickc in their hand (for thofe are his words, Et exierunt 

omninb nudi cum baculo albo in manu.) Or hauine loft thcircaufe, haue bene fen* 
fenced by the Court to pay the whole charges of rhefuite, and Co in a manner for- 
ced to flie the country. And fot.90.coL1. Sic hodis vos Procuratoresjudicts/fr 1 Ad- 

uocatijacitis cm ere pauperis cum procefibtss vejlris fofl caudas mntarum veHrarum^ 
manutenetis eot in his dsabolicis proafsibus, vt Jemper pofi/tis arripere pecunias, finger 

fbme money. And ftraight after, he mentioneth certaine fuites that had hung tall 
twenrie or thirtic yeares 5 fo that two or three wranglers hauing/pent both their 

and liuings in following the law,and leauing their heires nothing wherewith 



to follow it any longer, haue hung them vp atahookeora naile. And foLu^.col 

a. Domini de iufiitia, qui tenetis homines at a bay, clamantts, Sunt tres menfet, vet 



quibus habetts fentemiam torn in cafitevt/lro^quam potejlis vnedlefcrre 

fidfemperadaugendum lucrum vejlrum ^facttis etsjiccare pofi vos, vtsncantatos for- 
titegiyO* currcre pop caudas mularum vejlrarii y cumjuisfacculis, .Which agreeth well 

with that which Maillard caftcth iudges and Atturneys in the teeth wirhall: who 
(notwithftandingall their wrangling, bawling, and outcries one againft another 

in open Court) prolong a (lute full foureyeares for.onc onely dinner . I returne 
to Me»ot t \v\\o vpbraideth Atturneys (fol.iii.col.i.) for keeping children in fuite 

againft their mothers,being>widowcs: and who crieth out againft pettifogging 
Proctors, tor counfelling debters toftand ftoutly vponthe deniall of the debt, 

when the creditor hath neither writ nor witnefte. The fame preacher (ftpeaking 

of fuch as enrich themfelues at the poore peonies coft) complaineth of Prince* 

who ouercharee their fubie&s with taxes and fubfidies, asfol.iyo. coil. Quantum 
4dpopulum,miferia in quatftfaUseflxMoriturfamefluodnunc patisut tallias , gabcl- 

las ,roJionet,excoriationesi $* nift dimittat pellem non poterit am pit us aliquid pat J. Item 

fol.\o%.col.i, 0 vtinam itlud attenderem domim iujliciarjj \ quifauore Principum 9 vi 
obtcmperent) obediunt nefandis eorum prtceptis, pauper em popuhim rodi 



riantes pupilbs & vlduas s nouas quotidie exatliones fufcitantes * Noth wi thftanding 

(faith he) Lawyers do more iinpouerifli a poorc man in a three^penie fuitCi then 
all tollesjmpofitions and cuftomesj yea then all the fbuldiers that could come to 
h is houie in a yeare. Por thefe Lawyers (whom he calleth the Ki ngs officers) ap- 
pointed for protection of the poore people , are like the Cat which kecpeth the 
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Mice from the chcefc 3 who if flic once fall of eating her felfc, will do more hurt 

at one bit,thcn a moufc can do at twentie . He alfo exdaimes againft lunges for 

tollcrating vfury and the ftewes : and he vpbraidcth certaine Lords of thc-Pariia- 

mcnt.for making no confcicncc to let their houfes to panders, whore-mongers, 
and bawds . He rccordcth alfo fundiy othcrknaueries committed by other offi- 
ccrsjas namely /0/.128. And directing hisfpeech generally againft all fuch as en- 
rich thcmfclues by vnlawfull meanes, hce faith, Ye gentlemen and gentlewo- 
men , that haue all things according to your hearts defire, and weare Scarlet 

gowncs , I verily thinkc that if a man (hould preflc them hard, thebloud of the* 
poorc(\vhcrcin they haue bene died) would drop out of them. Which Hypcrbo- 

licall and loftic kind of fpecch,is almoft word for word the lame with t|pt of Ba- 
relets (whereof we haue already fpoken) who forgets not Lawyers (efpecially At- 

turncys ) no more then his fellowcsj albeit he (pcake but little of them in compa- 
rifon . Fol .10 9 .col.) . O perfequutores viduarum^ 0 lupi rapaces 9 0 crudeles aduocats.Scc 
what he alfo faith,/0/.2d2. 

I procccdc to other thefts and pilferings committed by other tradef-men, 

and men of other callings , and rcprooued by thefe preachers , efpecially by 

CMailbrd , committed (I fay) deceitfully either in falfe wares, or in falfe 
weights and mcafurcs,or otherwifeby cunning conucyancc. Firft then, fol.yo . 

col. 2 . he iaith, Pos domini notarjj t fccifltfie deceptiones m Uteris? fade diciturcom- 
munitcr in communi pr oner bio , From three th ings good Lord dcliucrvs, fro,m a 
Notaries & cttera , from an Apothecaries guiproquo^ and from an Italian fggei 
(where note by the way,that he kcepeth a fbule ado in fundry places with the A- 
pothccai ics qui pro quo.) And fol,2j.col.2, as a\{bfol.66.col.$. he is offended with 
diucrs of them for mingling ginger with cinnamom,to make /piccs,and with fuch 

as lay bags and bundles of ginger, pepper, fafFron,cinamon,&c.in a celler or vault 

vndcr the earth to make them weigh the hcauicr . Morcouer, he inueyeth againft 
Apothecaries for minglingoile with faffron,togiue it a fairer colour, and better 
weight./-W.68.^/.3.Not forgetting merchants among the reft,who powre water 

into their wools that they may weigh the hcauicr: nor Clothiers,who wet their 

clothes to make rhem fti ctch the better. He further reproucth infinite deceits in 
fundry other kinds,till he come cuen to Vintners, who fophifticatc their wine in 
mingling water therewith : and to Butchers who blow vp their flefl) , and mingle 
fwincsgrcafc with other fuct. But he chafcth extremely againft huckfters, 
wlio buy with a great meafiire or weight, and /ell with a le/fe:and he is home mad 

at thofc which helpe the ballance with their finger, to make it fill. Ft quando pon* . 
deratis aliqttid (faith he) datis dc digttofupcr jlatcram t <vt defcendat. He Ipeakcs alfo 

againft Merchants who forfwearc themlclucyo the cm) they may fell thedcarer, 

CMerces fu.u plus periur'js oner An do quam pretijt : and againft fuch as cut the poore 

peoples throatcs with their Monopolies ; where weare to take Monopolies (ac- 
cording to the proper fignification of the word)fot that which is vfually pra<ftifed 
by the engroflers who get into their hands any commoditie thecountrcy will af- 

foord,and afterward fell it at their owne price . which 1 do the rather infinuate, 

becaufc the word Monopolie is commonly taken in another fence • But to returne 
to the pcriuries of Merchants. He vpbraidcth them (pag 331. col. 2.) for that they 
make no bones to forfwearc themlclues^and to damne their (bulcs to the diuell for 
an halfc pcny.Eflis hie (faith he) quiprovno ai 'bo efts content* damnari?bm Menot 
telleth vs of certaine merchants who made no confeience to forfweare thcmfelucs 
for a farthing. And he further fheweth, that thett manner was (in thofe dayes) to 
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ouerprife their wares, and to fell that for a (hillings for which they Were not afha< 

mcd toaske ten • He is alio much offended with thole merchants, who not con 

tented to know cunning knacks ofknauery,andtopra&ifethem dayly for their 

owne aduantage, do alfo teach them their children, lcarce crept Out of the cradle* 
feariitgleft they (hbuld want wit to deuife them themfelues t and how they teach 
them the trickc of the ballance (menfuram partti ponderis) threatning them that 
their children thus taught and trained vp by them, (hall one day fcruc in (lead of 

fagots and fire-brands in hell to burne them) as/W.i 15^.3 » and clfcwherci Bart- 

lete is as bufie as his fello wes in blazoning the knaueries committed by thefe co~ 
uetous caitiues in ware* and merchandizes: where he bringeth in one of tliem al- 
lcdging this proucrbe, J iw/(as the Florentine {*\th)bm an iron armc^n Ants belly, 

adogsfiulc: that is, to the end that I may become rich, I will take asmuchpaines 
as 1 am able to endure : 1 will (hift with as little coft as poflibly I can t as for con. 

fcience,I will refpecl it no more then a dog. The laft of which, agreeth well with 
th is other prouerbiaU faying , He that would quickly be rich/nuH tttrnc bit bade on 

GW.Both wh wh are true and infallible tcftimonics of the orofancnefle & impiety 
which hath long fince feized and taken pofleffton of moft mens minds, though 

efpecially applied to Merchants* 

They cenfurc blalphemies as Kharply as other vices (which come in here very 
fitly after periurie, whereunto many are egged on by couetoufnes.) Fii ft therfore 

with Maillard^fol.iji.col.uO wicked wretches (faith he) which ncuer 

ceafeTwearing by Gods flefh,by Gods bloud,by the body of God,byGods head, 
by Gods wounds,by Gods death.He elfewhere mentioncth other blafphemies,as 

/ roil haue it in dejpite of God: J renouce God,tjrc. And gam efters (faith he)are wont to 

fay, Infpitecf God y which he expreffeth in thefe wordi, In mak gratia fit hocfatim 
le defauoue Dictt, Gallic^ j I care not a blew button for God. Moreouer, he twits 
women with thefe their modeft fpecches and-^^riBprceations, T be diuell take me > 7 
1 would J might ncuer come in heauen 5 / would I might be damned if tuer J did or fata 

this or that. And that when their husbands* tooke them tardic , as in talking with 
their paramours, or any whom they fufpec?ed,and had in iealoufte (for which he 

them one ortwo Items,) their manner was to fay , T he diuell take me if eucr 

ke to me of any fid thing. And he cricth out againft their hellifh blafphemies, 
as fwclline againe not onely with the venime and poifbn of impietie, but euen of 

plaine Atneifme } as when they fay, Let God keepe his heauen to himfelfe^and let vs a~ 

hne^and follow our pleafures.Fol.i2^col.$. And coming afterward to fpeakeof 

blafphemous oathes (much like the former) he faith » And you bafe Cntiftians 

which fwcare by Gods wounds,by the bbdie of Godjand Gods bloudjis not this 

the language of the infemall lake i And fol.tAQ.col,i.he reportcth that it was en- 

adted by holy King lw«,thatblafphemcrs fyt tht firft ofrencc (hould endure a 

moneths imprifonmcnt, and after to befet on the pillorie, (for he fmhponerentur 

in ptlarioi whereas Menot faith, Au earquan 9 ot au collier: ) for the fecond, that their 

fhould be pierced through with a hote iron : for the third, that their vi 
derfippefhouldbeboared through : for the fourth, that their tongues and lippes 

fhould be cut off. And we may not forget the place formerly allcdged, where he 
reportcth how certaine lewes ztTours (in the raighe of King Lewis the eight) 

heat ingChriftians fwearing in moft fearful maner,as if they meant to haue pulled 

Chrift out ofheauen, faid, they wondredthey wouldiooutragchim, if they did 

belceuc that he died for them. Menot alfo is hote aeainft the blafphemers of thofe 

tflftiL telling them that it is all one as if they fhould fpi t in Gods face: allcdgin g 

VVi. . E a out 





X 



•A- 



\ 
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out of Saint chryfofiomc, that Chriftians finnc as grieuouily which blafpheme 

Chrift: now being inhcauen, asthclewcs did who crucified him when he was 
vpon earth . He further allcdgeth fundry reafons why this finnc of all others is 
moft to be dcteftcd , where he faith, 0 miferi } nun(juam Dtaboltaufifuerunt facer e 

quodfacitis. And Hie wcth what a fliame it is,that blafphcmies fliould be pun ifhed 
by Turkes and Saracens, and fhould rcmaine vnpunilhed among Chriftians. And 
a little a ftcr, I n times part (faith he) they were fct in the ftockes, or on the pilloric, 
or cart in prifon, or had fome great fine fct vpon their heads : and in the raigne of 
holy King Low their tongues were pierced through according to the Law which 
he had made in that bchalfc. But the contrary is praclued at this day :for they that 
fliould punifli blafphcmies , are of all others thegreateft blafphcmets,glorying 
therein, and faying that it is not for a paifant to renounce Go^^uod non pertinet 

ad r urates rcnnuciarcDeum. Et ego duo t/biquodadte nonpertinet Mr arc Paradifum: 

and I tell thec,thou (halt ncucr come into heaucn for this geare. I n another place 
he makcth mention of a notorious fwcarer , whofe tongue King Lewis caufcd to 
be c u t ou xjbl. 1S3.cdu Sic S. Ludou tests de vno bla/pbcmatore P arifi us ,qui fecit et 
abfiindere Imguam. But Barelete is morehote and vehement againft bis countrey- 
mcn the Italians then they againft theircountry men the French, when he (aith 
fdxtoxoU.Q Italy infcclcd with fucha vice, O people polluted with fuch wic- 

kedncflc : I fearc me Gods vengeance will vttcrly ouerwhelmc you in a momenr. 

Neither is he to learne how to apply King Lewis his decree againft blafphemers, 

allcdged by the two former preachers. He (aith moreouer,that the Saracens had a 
la w,tliat vvhofoeucr blafphemed Chriftor theblefled virgine(bis morher)ftiould 
be famifticd to death betweenc two boords. He telleth vs alfo of another aun- 
cicnt law, which puniflicd blafphemy and buggery with the fame punifliment. 
And is it not a lamentable thine (faith he) that Duke Galtace (hould hang a man 
oncly for murmuring againft him i and that the Duke of Mantua mould put ano- 
ther to death for the likcoffence:and that blafphemers fliould go fcotfrce and vn- 
punifhed < He further flicwes that it is lclTc excufablc then any other vice, in that 
whereas men arc drawne to commit finne through delight and pleafurc which 

they take therein, (as the whoremonecrby the pleafure hetaketh in whoredome 
and daliancc; the glutton by the delight he hath in his full furnifht tablc;in dainty 

morcelsand'the laughter of his wine,&c.) the blafphemcr can hauc no delight in 
fwcaring at all : adding morcoucr that it hath this proper and peculiar vnto it, in 

that whereas all other finncs ceafeaftcr death , this onely continues. For proofe 
whereof he allcdgeth K_Apoc.\ 6.\jind men blafphemed God which hath power oner 
theft plagues. And a little after , ^And blafphemed the God ofheauen for their painet 
and for their fores. And to the fame effea alfo in the end of the Chapter. Laftly 
he labourcth with tooth and naile (at leaftwife in (hew) to withdraw them from 
this finne, as by propounding fundry examples of Gods fearefull judgements 
which haue befallen iwearers and blafphemers j as that when certaine gameftert 



rake forth into blafphemy againft our blcfled Sauiour, their eyes fell 



on rherablc.TharntJfo/w* achild (but hucycaresold)blafpheming the namcof 
God was caricd away by the diucll from betweene his parents armes.That a mar- 
rincrat Ra^oufe ,mo(l fearfully tearing and rending God afunder with his bloudie 

othes, felfinto the fea,and was not fecne tillccrtainc dayes after that he was found 
on the fliorc , where his bodte was taken vp entire and whole, the tongue oncly 

excepted . He further fpeakes of certaine oathes proper to Italians, as when they 

call God traitor, and the virginc (Marie whore JoU lUol.uClamant Dmm^m* 
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tor cm, virgin em , put attam . Which I remember onely for their fakes who haue not 

bene in Italy . For they who haue continued there any time, and haue traucllcd 

through the countrcy fas myfelfe haue done) may by there two remember o- 
thers farrc more horrible 5 except God hauc bene more mcrcifull vnto them hcrc- 
in,thcn vnto me,ingiuing them grace to forget them. And I pcriwade my relfe, 

that fi nee Barelet /time blafphcmies hauc much more increafed both in number 
and nature , I meane as well in quantitie as quaiitie • For I remember that in the 
laft yeare of my abode in Italy, I heard certaine oathes Which I had not heard be- 
before, as at Bononia which I had not lieard at Venice % Padua nor. Vinccntia\ and at 
Florence , which I had not heard at Bononia not at Luke : andTo of other places, as 

at Rome, Topics, ejrc But the moft honible terrible oath that cuct 1 heard bel- 
ched out in all my life, or euer heard of, was vttered by a Pricft at Rome, who bad 

bene angred by a courtizan, whichl will conceale for this preterit, and returnc to 
Barelete , who mentioned) a merry oath which a good fellow (an Italian) was 

wont to vfc, viz. A bots on the affe that carted Chrift to ierufalenii a merry one i fay, 
if any oath may be called merry * Ho wbeit it is rather to be termed a icaft, then an 

* oath. And yet if it be fpoken with an intent to fwearc jx is worke enough for Di- 
uines:as when Italians lay in their fuftian fumes Per la Pott* of fuch or fuch a one* 

whereas they are otherwife wont to fay, Per la Pott a de la virginc Maria$ot by way 

of exclamation,/**//* de la virgine Mam$m leauingout Marsa,*% being ea/ily vu- 

derftood 5 and when French men fay in heate and haft vertubieu : as alfo when 
Germaines in their curies and imprecations corruptly pronounce the word Gott v 

for which we call them daJlipoteurs,bcaufc we do not vnderfland them. But to 
clofifvp this point, wereit not for my former pt omifc,I would here relate what I* 

haue read in the Sermons of Bareletfi, pf a Bi/hop, whohad # taken vp fuch a bad 

cuftomcoffwcaring,that when Bareleie came to admonilh Aim thereof, faying, 
Rcucrend father, I haue often heard that you cannot fpeakc a word without an. 
oath, or naming the Diuell : he prelently (toclearehimfelfcofthat imputation, 
and to uiewthat it wasbuta falfe (lander and malicious dt famation)faid,^n?^ 
reported 'that of me in the diuehnmefiy G.body itisfalfe. Then laid he, Rcucrend 
father,! take your felfe for witnefle.Buf if any defire to heare his pure Ciceronian 

Latin, thus it is word for word:Exemplum PrJati,quem noui lanu*>qui loqm nefiic- 

batyniji per corps* & nomen Diabolt.gwm nemo auderct mouere, ego Gabriel offcium 
fa fctpi, ascent, Pater reuerendc \plures de vepis nobis dicunt, quod nefiitis loqutfine 

ramentOydr nomine Diaboli.At Epifiopsss in impatient iamverftu \ait, In nomine Dia~ 

hols, ej* quisde me ita dicitf Per corptss Chriffi non efl vcrum* Cat refpondi, Reuerendc 

Domine^avobistejlimonitmcatiioiftc^cumruboredifcefit . Which bote bickering 
betweene Barelete and theBhnop I hadnofbonor related to a vertuous gentle- 
man of good crediteand account, but he paralleled it with another very like it, 
which hegaueme in exchange,albeit his was new,and m jnefbmcwhat ftalcHo w 

that he hauing told a gentleman (his very good ft iend) that the wound he had re- 

ceiued,ought to be a warning vnto him to beware of fwcaring, (a finne to which 

he was much addicted) he (hould anfwer and fay , By G, body I will ncucr fweare 

morc_j. 

Moreouer,theycomplaine much Of murrhers and man^flaughrers. And their 

manner is in fpeakingof the finncs of their time, to range whoredome* theft arid 
murther in the fii ft rankcand they fecme to begrieued to the very fbule that; they 

arc not puniflicd. cJto0/faith,ifa mango to the magiftrate,and informc him of 

a murtber committed \kc laft night in fuch a place % he will not ftirrca footc, nor 
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mouc a finccr,cxccpt he fir ft know the accufer,and who will difcharge the Court 
buying Sic fees :ot which neglefl of iufticc,he fpeaketh in findiy other places. 
Hcc complaincth alio that men are no more moucd then ftockes or itone walks, 

when they fee a man of worth flainc in the open ftrectcs. And BareUtcfoxhpcct- 

diturhomo , & adlmc mdefailor flat in teminupatrUfmepauorcj , quia non eft 

^ But there arc other murthers, forwhichthcy weepc water and fnot: as thofc 
which women commit in caufing an abortion : and (which is worfc) for that 

Pricfts fas UMailtard Qaixh) pcrfwadcthem that in Co doing they commit no mor- 
tall fi n ne Fol. 74. col. 1 . Suntne ibi mulieres >& facer dotes mi dmnt quodmultercs 
ewedentes venemm ad expetlendunt materiam dt matricefuh, »f™™«i<fl«: 
tarn antemam anima rational* introducatur t non peccant mortaltterf^nmnc alio 
tcllc'th vs of children caft into riuers,and priuies . Vtinamhabertmm aures apcrtap 
/r andtremt* voces puerorum in Utrinis proieclorum vtnflumtmbtu Barolete aIR> 
crieth out againft this CmncJbU42.col.2. 0 mot luxuria, o mot Sodom* Oqnot 
formcauontXclamant latrinaMUbula vbifint pucriMocatiJontanus ajfo alledgeth ^ 

an example of this curiifh crueltie, affirming it to be more vfuall with Nuns then 

Wl ThcVc7nopemayfuffice to m W the eftatc of the Age laft part. For (if accor- 
ding to the old fay ing,/f mrd be enough to the mfij) by thefc the learned Reader 
may concciuc of ihc reft . Tor albeit we hauc fpoken nothingof the gluttonte and 
di unkenneifc of thole times , yet we may not thinkc that whoredomc was with- 
out thefc two companions , especially confidcring what the old proue.be faith, 
sine Cerere & Bnccho jrigct Vtnm . And the Greek* verfe faith prouerbially thac 
when thcbcllyis full,thc mind isamonethemaides.Which agrees well with the 
French prouerbe, Jtfres la panfe>vient I danfe: After banmetongfolloms chambe- 
rs oMCofaixh^^ cf ^ Andwemay 
allure our f. lues.that there was no manner ofcoftly Or fumptuous attire,no fond, 
fantafticall,gaudtc,orgari(h fafliion,whichthcwit of man or the wickednefle of 
the ti me could inuenr,but was then in vfe. For Oliuer CMatttard is at hot as a toft 
withAiturncyswiues,who(notwithftananngtheirhusbandsr^orceft^ 
not after they hauc payd forthciro/ficcs fomuch as twentie (hillings a yeare left 
themlarcas ftately as Princcffcs . tMenotMo is round with them, telling inert - 
that there need no other flags to difplay their folly , but their fans and verd. ngales : 
bur efpecially for that they did not bide that which modeftie wold haue couercd. 

Fol 6 1 col 2. Vos iuuencs mulieres qua aptrit'u feci or a veil r a ad ojtendendum mamti- 

UuJltenonlCouketh on likean oilier-wife, for that they wore their gownes 

fo open beforc,that a man might hauc almoft feene their bellies . And he repro- 

urth them fharply for fundry like vnfeemly and vnciuill behauiours:efprcially for 
this • If my miftris (faith he) be at Church , and there come in fom e gentleman- 
like man .to keepe the cuftome of gcntilitie,ftie muft rife vp amongft them all,and 
giuc him a lickcon the lins,though it be in the Sermon or prayer time, when cue- 

ric man is deepe in his deuotion . The diuclt (faith he) take fuch fnfhtons. Adorn- 
tics dUbolos talu modtufactcndiMx it is now high time we fliould heare how thefc 
preach' rs fay Church men their IclTons, or rather how they rcprouc them and 

giue them the gentle correction : if the reproofeof the meanc may take place 
with the miehtie: and iftheir loud cries and mrill voices lifted vp like To many 
trumpets, may pierce the eares of thefe deafe adders, better flopped then euer 
were rhfllf* , lcaft hee (hould heare the melodious harmonte , or harmo* 
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nious melodie of the Syrens fbng , to vfe the phrafe of our defcanting 
and Pindarizing Poets. 




CHAP. VII. 

of attaint vices reproued in our good Catholickes 

by the afore faid preachers. 



> 1 





Hat I may petforme my late promife, I mud beftow this Cliap^t 

vpon my Mafters of the Popifh Cleargie : beginning according to 
my former method, with their whorcdome j yet not forgetting 
their (ecret thefts«and cunning conucyance » whereby they, were 
wont to maintaine themfelucs in their diflblute demeanouir and 

loofe life , as they do at this day. Firft then let vs heare olwtr tJMaillard (doing 

him this honour,as alwayes heretofore, to giue him firft audience.) F0J.32j.e0L1. 
Hauc you any of thole great men here, wnofe wiues make them wearc hornesf » 
YcSjthercisftorcoffuchifothatwemay well (ay,thcCuckoes long is now come •> 

into the Popes Court. But before wc come to Prelates,let vs heare now he layeth » 
out theknauery of poorePricfts and fimple Sir lohns . They heare (faith he) wo. j> 
mens confeflions, and knowing who they be that vfe the occupation,they runne » 
after them . Which puts mc in mind of that which I haue read of certaine Priefts 
who would gladly haue brought vp this cuftome,that the poOrc penitents which 

came vnto them for abfolution, mould fhew them thole parts of their bodies 

wherewith they had offended. I returne to LMaillard, who hath thefe words vfu- 

ally in his mouth; Sacer dotes concubinarijjyc forniear^ as alfo, religiofi concubmarij. 
He further fpeakes againft fuch as keepe them in their chambers *i lain &a potx as * At bed and 
foi.6i.col.$,Su»tne he fkcer dotes tenentes concub'mai apain &hpot. in ftead wherof boord ' 
Menot faith *a pot & a cueiUier . To reture to Prelates, againft whom Maillard in- *k x rack and 
ucycth,^/..«.tf0/.*.O yc infamous damned fat gorbcllies, written in the diuelsmm>g<r. 
bookc, theeues, and Cnurch-robbers, (as Saint Bernard faith) dove thinkc that» 
your founders gaueyou your liuings todo nothing but to hunt whores * and to « 



moote ayhott buts(f And fol.t 07. coUAndyc my Mafters of the Clergie, that 

fpend your benefices vpon horfes>hounds and whores.Headdcth alfo Hip/tones. 

Likcwife pag.S 4X0I.2 . Aske S.Stephen ifhe went to heauen by leading fuchalifc 

as you do, making great cheare, euer reafting and banquetring, giuing the goods 
of the Church and Crucifixe to harlots 5 keeping hounds and hawkes with the 
goods of the poorer It had bene better you had neucrbene borne, then that you 
In ould leade this loofe,la2ie,and licentious lifc.Where he likcwife addeth Hiftrio- 

nes after meretices. All men know the fignificationbf this Latin wordj burbecaufc 

both he and his fcllowcs deale with tf|e Latin as they thinkegood , vfing words 

arfic-verfie and kim-kam , I doubt whether by Hijlriones he meant not moriones, 
which will appeare to be more probable, if we con fid er the pra&ife vfuall at this 
day. In another place he faith that Prelates haue no table ralke but of obfeenitie 
and ribaldrie . And he is the man (if my memory feilc me not) who faith , that 
whereas Prelates in times paft gaucmony towards the manage of yong maides 

(which were monilcfle and friendlefle ) they contrarily furTcr them wplaythe 

ftrumpers vnder their nofes^ making them get their dowries by the fwcateof their 

bbdics. But let vs heare what goodman Mmt faith (w ho currieth the codefcombs 

E4 of 
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of thofe gallants as wcUasthcbcftofthcm.) FoU^.col.2. I % the like 

^UisZtdmm non licet dare hoc facramentum Enchmftt^ <H f»* 
ZJZ2h cmfLdoKLJ cum mo & cochlear*, at bed andboord, b$J* «* 

TTIS^ ph* ** when cntrcd an Z T» nc ' 

the fitft th tohcy fought for was the Curates (or Parfons) Lcmman . And they 
S h u dWwcllfas toe as we may gather by his words) , to 
3fromoneend of the townc _to the other, 



& heyid cuttomers in euery corner of the to wnc Albeit they tooke g ea ; 

making Counfellers wcarc the hornes.But here was the ^Mv™ 

men had cuer one Prelate or other for their gompstthc goodman takinghirrt 

n hi copper Latin he callcth the committing of whoredom with a 
Allium Domini Epifcopi : to do my Lord Bifhop a plcafurc : as fU S . 0 Doming 
&3iW' And/,/.iio.^.i.Ifyourfi a llaskehowthis 

h« moScfwS vw familiar with the Bifliop, and for kind acquaintance^//^ 
He tone mentioneth a cunning flcight prated by thefe fir ^o hmc^ 
ptete of thofe w ith whom they w ere in loue,that their manner was(if no other 

ocS 

Snns Laft of all hcfliewcth that Prelates in his time had both maids and ma. 
^^i^SSc^ commaund. We haue already heard how 
W/STWJ calleth them theeucs,and Church-robbers. Let vs now 
tot wh i « faith of their thefts and fimonies (though men ^no w a dayes 

mlebuui^ftoffuch finnes.) Fiiftthcn^70.^i.^to*^«^ 
Kj MM # mntunm* bibitUantmmm Crucfxj, audste. And Jtf 

Keltic? Q*idLtuJomni EccU^ki & PrMti , ?? i *f 

wXundmpJm veriMem: O what a notorious mamc it is ! I (ay the plainc 

,hat the poore people iinncand arc damned ad omntsdtabolos And/*/. 
/ Tr7/XS the dealing of all thofePrclates packing to the diucUn the fence 
h* men £ ™« « paife tL. for good husbandry TQm (faith he)^** 

eorul^lulre, boclodo £0 bonmpattrjarmli* he is a good husband : 

Sf r/X/. / . |4*JL JWf Ecclefum vt bouttftabulumcormbm eUua. 

torum ^to:byforceofa^ s ^ 

Z7p?oZLoc> L eerie Spirit* fanclm tft hodte expulfm ^concthofpagoga 

IS Pnlatorum.^tv^ f : 

WZLmdlm parochU in auafim ***** fett^X 

tf«W«f «f a Courtier,^ Art*** / tf X>*w 

VZ% qlmodo hodie aUnturbenefcia Ecclefiajlica . Si quart* quomodo puerjft 
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babuitbencficmmifmMrejponfioMm, Mater fuaeratfM 

ther was very familiar with the Bifliop , and for acquaintance fake dedit ei. • Nam 
no die verificMr & cempletur PrffphctU Efay* } . ? op alum mtm txatlorts (mfiolid- 
uerunt y & mulieres dominate funt torum, Vidtmtu hodte fuper mult* , hdentt* duks 

Abbatia* \dnos Epifiopatw {Anglice twocroflcs,two myters) dradbucnon funt con- 
tents As alfo in another place, And you gentlewomen (faith hc)that do my Lord 
Bifliop the pleafure you wot of > and then y*u-fay,Oh,oh,he will do my ibnne a 
good turne, he fliall be the better prouided for by fame benefice or EcclefiafticaM 

dignitie. Alfo fola 1 1 . cola* ^uod bodie non duntur bencficia, non^on^fid vendun- 

tur. Non eft mcum dm vobis, Antiquitus dictfantnr Prkbcnd^ a Pr<ebeo, prtbes : fed 
hodte diet debtnt Emend*,ab EmOyemit^ quod non efl meum dm vobis. Which con- 
ceited allufion puts me in mind of that which he hath J&/.100. f 0/4. Secunab.ertt 

Prior^AbbMfomendatariutjfypot'MComedatar'MM 

ofte reproues and cenfurcs them for fimony (to wnich we may refcrre certain par- 
ticulars fpoken of before) as fil.9^coU.Nonne repuutis fimoniam qqando pro Epfi 

cop At u valente nouem mill t a , facitu fafcuulum plurium beneficiorum afcendenttum 
vfque ad fumma nouem mtllium^ aatis hoc pro recompenfa? Ad omnes diabolos titles 
recompenfaXikcwiCc fol. S.col.j .Sicifti Protonotarij out habent Mas dijpenfasadMA[ 

imo Ad quindecim benefci^ejr funt ftmonUci & facrilegv.fr non cejfam miptrebinc- 
fciajncompatibiUaxidcmejleis.Sivacft Epifcopam t pro eo habendo dabitur vntagfof 
fit fafchulm a Horn benefcioru. Primo accummabuntut arcbidiaionatw, abbati^ duo 
prior at us \quatuor tut qmnque prxbendt^ & dabuntur hac omnia pro recompenfatione. 
And fit.100.coL2. Die de abujtbus qui funt quando ifft qui babenf hneficta, aant )1U 
fiatrivxoris t vt ilk portiontm b*r edit atum fir Atritbabcat . I may not here forget 

what he faith (fol.u^cot.$,) concerning Monkcs 4 viz. how they are euer follow- 
ing onefuite or other in thepallace atParis 1 fothatbf foureyou meet withyifts^i 
wonder if one be nota Monkc . And if you askc them, , what tiufiriefle thcy.MUc 
there One Clerk* will anfwer, Our Chapter is in fuite with the Deane, thcBi- 
fhop,&c. and I dance attendance f>on thefe Oounfellers for this end. An<l thou 
maifter Monke,what docft thou here < I pleade for an Abbey of eight hundred 
pound rent for my Lord Abbot * And thou White Mohke* I pleade for a (faall 



Priory for my fclfe. And you beggerly Monkes,that hai^ neither land nor Hun}£, 

what do you fneaking liCTCfThelfinghathgrantcdvsfil^wood^nd the li^ 1 but 
his officm denie togiuc them t or fuch a eoiietous or'enuious Ciirate dejieWs 
buriall , and will not fiiffcr vs to performe the will'of one latdy ! deeealcd 1 ioihai 
we are inforced to repaire to the Court to feeke^drcfle. ■ • ■ ; : 1 ' ' - •'' ' 1 ,( n A ° - 
Barelete indeed doth not lb often inlieigh agMnft thefe tW6 vlccs d 

* . ^ - — m*m m « «• • T r • * • ' 'If f !'! /• * - 




men,as his fellowes. But clftwhere he telleth ys ayery mei ry.taWdfa 

clor, who beinc taken with a filthy drab at vhavtarefc in the^erV (a«, 



her miftris, and Barelete (then prcacher-in rente) whdmft(C ? pad ferif fortM. 
this fport, and being admoniflied of this fo hainous 1 andfcandaloW a (?n,made ho 




other anfw 



cr,but that he was Co deepe in loue wtyH tHIs d^ied^mitliep^ 

not what to t hinke or fay of himfelfe.whether M6 were a itian or iteaft. tipt grJKer 



cries out 



t againft N unnes for peftettng the world with a ^oode-ofbaftatt! Bfa,ts ? 

whereof h« fellowes fpealce nothing to my wme^trance^dl^Hf 'Pdniat&tkk 

vs in plainc termes of certaine Monafteries of T4 unnes at faljmifaih $pahi'^kh 

differ nothingfrom ftewes. Andleaftany fhould furpcftmeof^Ifificatidji drfdr- 
gery ,1 will anedge his owne words, they art to be found in* his treadfe Dr1m* 

manitate>caf.i7.V*leniUtn HipniMciteriore, ^desquadamP^rkftaUu^ 



paterta, 
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pslieria, ita quidempatentamatoribM^tinliarlupanariorumjint. . M ?!fP ucr .» 

courfing in general! of Nunncs, he faith, that they either kill their children in the 
wombc by ccrtaine potions, or elfc ftrangle them as (bone as they are bor nc,and 
after caft them into priuics. 





CHAP. VIII. 

the forefaid Preachers haue difcouered cert aim abufes in Popijh do Urines 

and of the couetoufhefe of the Popifi Cleargie. 

Vt(toomit theloofc Hues of our good Catholickes) the forefaid 
Preachers difcouer ccrtaine errors in doctrine (though themfelues 
were greatly ouerfecne in fundry things, fo that we may well mdgc 



of them according to the prouerb,Hc that hath butone eye is king 

among the blind:) where note, that they arc fuch errors & abufes. 

is helpc to kcepc their kitchins hot. Firft then Maillardis full of inuetfiucs aeamft 
pcdlers of rclickcs, as joUs . col. 3 . Efis hicDomint hullatores & portafitres reltqut*- 

rumf And fiUj. col.3 . Dixi hodie want de lingua fiaudulatoriajjr credo quod lUgling 

Gitf\(xAnglicejortAtomnliquM^^ menfutatores vultuum tmaginum 

faecomcduntdeiflopaflilloAkfol.fr^ r 
Units* auditores vestros ad capiendo* but f u eorump UkcxxifcfoLts.col.f.Etvosppr* 

tutor ts reliquiarum tjr indulgent iarum , numquidiatlatuvos de waits qua ficitis in 

villagijs ? But before I proceed to a further point, I will giue a fliortcxpofition of 

this word paplo,that is^aflie^ and that out of the author himfclfe. We arc there- 
fore to kno w,that it hath relation to a talc that he told fol.i^ col.A<. ^ It is reported 
(faith he) that the diucll being very fickc vpon a time, his Pbifirians asked him 
to what his ftomack would beft ferue hinyq .frefh water fifh,or to fca-fiuVHc an- 
fwered to ncither.Whcrcupon they asked him if he had a mind to porke , biefe, 
or veale? He anfwci cd, No. Well then (faid the Phifitians) haue you a ftomacke 
to cluckcns,partridges,or venifon? He anfwered,that his ftomack could not away 
with them no more then with thcrcft:but thathc wouldgladly eare of that mcate 
which women catc of when they lie in childbed , to wit, of a paftic of tongues. 

Whcrupon they asked him with what fauce he would catc it. I would haue them 
(faid he)firft fried,and then baked. I lcaue the deduction and application hereof 

to thofc that haue thcbook,fccing I haue quoted the place where it is tobe found. 

But thofc that haue heard the chat & pratling of thefe gofliping houfwiucs when 

they fit by a warmc fire , may eafily guefte how their tongues wag when they arc 



bathing themfelues in a warme bath of a woman in childbed: which is a circum- 
ftancc worthy the noting. For verily it is not probable, that their tongues mould 



then be frozen,at leaftwifc I dare giuc my word for the good wiues of parie t who 

call their feates cacquetairts jhat kjatlwgbenchesfvhctt fitting together after they 
haue finely fctcht oucr their husbands.brethren, fiftcrs,kinfmen and friends (yea 

and their Ioucrs alfo who arc now called/?r<ww/) at laft fill foule among them- 
felues, giuingcach other fuch priuie nips and crofle blowcs oucr the thombes, 

that their husbands are hornificd thereby. But now to the matter againe(lcft it be 
faid that women make me forget my fclfc) yet fo as I will not giuc them a final] 

farewell: for the ft& whereof I am about tofpeakc (reproued by CMaMard) con- 
cerns them very ncarcly , viz. thatnotwithftanding the glofle affirme, that if a 

pricft 
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prieft be found kifling a woman,we muft fuppofehe did it to print a blcffine vpoii 
her hps : yet we may in charitie iudgc that it isa preparatiuc to initiate them in 
fome other my ftcry,efpccially if they be alone,and in a fufpetfed place. Hc/pca- 
kcth alfo very boldly (for thofc times) againft. indulgences and pardons t yet fo 
as a man may well perceiue he fpeakctb not all he *inketh. In the mcane time he 
flatly condemned! thefe pcdlers of pardons (whom tic callcth in another place 

bullatores) for faying, that if they were perfwaded that their aunceftors had not 

bought Popes pardons (meaning fuch pedlary warp as thcy ; had in their packes) 
they would neuer pray for them. Among other things hefairb, <^in credttisquod 
<omts magm v fur arm flcnus wtfa qui habebit milk mtllia peccata, dsn do (ex a/bos 
trttncoMbeat remifionem omnium peccatornmfuorumKerte durum ell mihi credere 
& durtus predicate. He further reproUeth fuch as preached onely for gaine, Are' 
you here my maifters (faith he)you Lent prcachcrs,who preach oncjy in hopcof 
gainc-and when you hauegottcn a round iiimmc/ay on Eafter day,that you haue 
had a good Lent? Where he compares them toadultcrcrs for this reafon : Adulters 

errim de walo concubstu recipiunt frolem : ita & vos pecuniam . And Fol. 331. col. 1. 
Videte magtflri venerandtjjabuiftis bonum quadrageftmale , literati ep centum (ran. 
cos congregap multum h vos reddetis comfutum . Hccomplainerhal/bthatfto- 
Church-men fell the diucll and all,in refilling to bury one in the Church vndcr a 
franc . I rcturnc to Menot> who calkth thofe pedlcrs of relieves port atores rogatio- 

mm % whom Mallard callcth porUtores reltquiarum indulgentiarum, & hullato- 
res. It is (faith Menotfol. 13 1 .) the pra&ifc of thefc pedlers to make poorc wido wes 

bcleeue,that they and their family ought rather to ftarue for hungcr,then to want 
their pardons.In like manner Fol Shall I fpeakea word for all^Diuines 

neuer medled with thefe pardons,or very Jitde. And prefently after,Nonc preach 

them but thefe faHe Friers, who adde infinite thcrcto,to decciue the people: and 

being in tauernes , kcepc rcuell rout, as though they were yong diucls , talking of 
nothing but of dallying and whorcdome.Furthcr,thc laid preacher (fol. iz.col+ t ) 

makes mention of ccrtaine cheaters, who hauing pawned their rcliks in a taueinc, 

fliewed the people a brand , and made them worfliipir, as being one of thofc 
wherewith Saint Laurence was broy led. But ofth is more hereafter. BareleteaXfo 
(as I remember) rcproueth ccrtaine abufes,though very briefly , rather pointing 
at them, then dwelling long vpon any point. Neither are we to wonder that he 
and his fcllowes fliould let fo many abufes go fcotfree, vntouched, and vncenfu- 
rcd. It is a wonder rather they could difcouer any, considering the courfe they 

tooke. Howbeit wcarc toobferucthisone thing, that whatfoeuer the ignorance 

of former times hath'bene , the dodrincwhich tended dire% to kcepc the pit- 
ching hot,hatheuer bene fufpccled. Whence it is that fomc (cucn of our good 

Catholickes) could neuer be brought to put any confidence in fuch pardons: for 
that they considered (albeit they mould haue afcended higher, and fought pe- 
remptory proofes ) that if they tooke place , men fiiouldbuy^the pardon of 
their finnes at too eafie a rate . Thus wc fee what the do&rine is,which tends di- 
re% to kecpe their kitchins hot. And in very truth there is no one conclufion in 

the Romjfli religion which pointeth not this way , though fome more dire&ly, 

others more obfcurely. How euer it be, our old prouei bes do fufficiently blazon 
the couetoufnefTe of our good Catholickes. But this enfuing beft of all: 

Trots chafes font tout d 'vn accord, 

L'EglijeJaConr^&UmQrt. 

VEglijc prend df* vif, dtt mort i 
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U Courprend U <troiti& k torn 
Lamrt prendUfoiblt&lefiiU 

That is, 
rherc be things three do well Agree y 
The Chunhjthe Court > and definie. 

for none will 'aught to other leauet 

The Church from Hue And de Ad doth reauex 

The Court tikes both the right And wrong: 
And death takes $oth the weake And pong. 

Y W k alfo another proucrbc which faith,that three thtngt *"™f*» blt 

der Priests. 



CHAP. IX. 

Wherein is decUred \th a t by how much the fckednejfe of the WAp dotbe* 

eed the former, byfo much ours dothfirpaffe ^'^MC 

that vices are better detelied, more. /barfly cenfure^nd 

feuerelj pumped then euer ihey were. 

r&sM&m E may per ceiuc by the complaints taken vp by the forcfaid Prejk 

chcrsftL they faw the world I in the wane waxing ^yly worfc 
ill and vvorfc. Tor it is not to be thought but tha they ommed 

©JTOSB fiindry eroflc and hainous finnes which raigncd in thofc dayes, 

either becaufc they knew them not,or rcmcmbred them not. hot 
wclSvw^ *inke s that men in thofedayes were not onely good guardians,in 
S^ri^te^cof their aunccftors' left them inheritors but mpows 
K fn rcS their ftockc by adding of new. And verily I muft conRflTe that I 

w^ a^dmUins, but that many gleanings and after-gatherings rem .tnebe- 
Wnd for S haue moc idle houres then my felfe . For who fo Iball diligently 
^^^M^c Dolors, (4 find that I hauc omitted a num. 
ESS^I^ fa^whkh haue bene di*ou ? cd in part by an- 
dent Poets. Forproofchaeof,confiderwhatUW^faith:The forme jrould 
See out his fat her s eyes to enioy his goods . And I pcrfwade my f he dm Ae 

K'n wh ich children ftudiclcaft,and whichgrieueth them mofl,isth< Afcrf 

SSr fathcis where he alludes to a baoke called ViU PAtrum, written of certaine 

SSd^to^t^ to haue led a Oriel and holy life.) And a little before, 

/Rl* F^bfc toLd friendfliip among enemies when loue is not ^ 
Sa^ongkinlmen* no not betwecne parents and children 
fters" No w Jut this finne is ofgreat ftanding, may appeare by ^Mwhom OitfJ 

hath thus cxpi cfled : 

yiuitur ex rapt6> non ho/fes Ab hofftte tutm^ 
KonfocerAgenerotfAtrumquoquegTAiiAmAef* 

tmminet exitio tnr coniugU^ ilia mariti. 

Lurid* terribiles mtftent aconita Mum*. ^ 



\ 



CHAPTER IX 



WWch UlfArrot hath thus turned: ' : . « s. : I 




dejia dc cc quen tmblc & dffc. 

ChezChoptitrn'ett feint aflwtfbofi 



I 



o i ' 



Ne le beAupere Auecques lefien gendre 

Petite Amour esitrejreres s entendre. 

Le maris ogre a la mort defafewme, 

Femme au mahftfr fimblablt diffwhe. 

Per ma I- talent us marAfres tert sties 
Mejlent fouuent vemnsfroids &• horrible.'. 

That is, 1*a>J 
KsiUUue on ffoile. one where the wariegneft 

Sujfetls bis filler hojl* Elfewhere the finne 
Hit feeond father feAres. Nor can one breft> 
One wombe t jhteld brothers from dtffention* 

The fait hie [fe wife conjpiret her bus bands bm 9 
And he in feUrennge fakes hers AgAine. 

The eruell fief -dame deadly foyfonbrues.&c. 

He afterwards fpeakes of children, who abhorrc to ftudie or wade in the bookc 

called Viu PAtruno. 

Filstu Ante diem pAtrios in quint in annos. 

That is, 

ThefonneforraiftngofhUoyoneeHAtOi 

Wijheth his father dead ere nAtnres dAte. 

True it isindeede, thefe words For raifingefhis ownteflAte^tc dot in the Latinn 

howbeit they are added very fitly to make vp the fencfe, as any man may percctuet 

and they accord with that of CMenof, that childrcriifrouldplucke out tncit fathers 
eyes to enioy their goods. An/i as they complained in old time of other vices, fo 

of the neglccl'and want of iufticc.For this is an ancient proucrbe (if we regard the 
fence rather then the words,) Greater theeues hang the leJJL>: agreeable to that 

of luuenal: 



That 



ffira cohtmbjs, 



♦r 



Mjf4& whiljl Rdtuni fi*pt*fi< 



'i 



And itfuteth well with thefayingof;hatfamous.I^w-giuer^/««tf, thatlawes 

are like to cobwebs : for as fmall flies v&aught in them,whcn as the greater breaks 

through them: fb poorc people, or fuch as cannot prattle apace, are infrared in 
them ; wherasthe rich,or uich as haue glib tongu'es,breakc through them by forest 



vnlikc to that 



am non rete Accipitri t end i tnr netjne Mi Ink 



* . ■ 

* ' ' ft 



guimau fatiunt nobis jlhsqui nihti fgduntytendtturv 
guU asmjlliifruMefl^nilUsoperatuditur. >•.;,-•' : r y[ - d 

Which is fpoken by a.fmell-feaft (pi igobd trehcher-fman) eallbd (by thfsi^ctet i* 
Parafitc, who hauingboafted that hedid ftrike and bcate whom he Iifted>,\ and 

plaid the pike in a pond, and that none,durft oncexjuincftbr fpeakea word agaln,Qj 

him 5 being demanded thereafon of this fo^rcatbdidneflejahfwerediD^wfeitho 

net is not Unread for the *Sacre or Kite Much annoy vs , butibt thofc harmWft * 
birds that do not hurt vs : for there is fomeprofite in thefe , asfor.thcreft iti&bw 

labour loft . ' The Poet indeed (which I Ipedke only fy the way ^^Sbth Ja* f: Wo^J 'Acapim. 

which (asfomc are of opinion) figmficthallkindof haukesi whether fpatn^ft 

J? haukes. 
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haukcs ,&ulkons,ot ota. But Irate * ^p/ou^c^^ , as if a 

mon ohrafe in cucry m»s mouth vfcd m way o a P ,^ ^ for 

,„an mould 6y '. h " s /fe n ^^ ». cel., . forgers not thofc that 

ton,ot a wincbibbcr. And gooc uarncr j ^ Xox CJiafflimng 

cxclaimcagainfttlKpoore.&haucnothmgtouy g ^ 
Ac hiftoty of d-c woman who was taken W-adu1te,crauo< 

Liour6mft,hcdc m and«h«hcrea^ 

To which ^ E^S^S^S?^ bu. hauc no, a word to fay 

common praduc at this day . «™y *.iu « i f ' . ;„„ an excellent good 

aMinfta^^-Whtch word IWJ of p wpo e as be g ^ 

F Lcb word (though now almoff SffiSff '» D " w » 

his ancient:/*/.", col.*. g™< •'• nd fma11 

But » ^nSK^*? author of this com- 

5SEi5iS2fflffi^-F«^- '« tooke in making lawes.was but 



..s Ztouc w;vnan«am....... _»•- r—~- „ f )e fl, 0U u| r a y,that as the 

Nowwlwat«^»^^Wi^^2ffi whereas thc.Bcc and 

flie and the gnat fatting into a cobweb arc ten«^ d «n 

Lwafpe breake through andfl.e away : fo , *e, oorc &c ^ 1 ^ 
vpon tile Philofophc. A»«h«p ,m fe ad "P^Xaiidwiefcdia,** 

Le and the rich) vfe a companion ^^^^ fidy in another 

in my conceit) hath .not fo^^^S^W*^*''^ 
comparifon .which will not be »™ c *^^ mffl0n wca f,li, 0 r vndcrany go- 

ucrnment, tha "n^°" w ^^^ 

" £32 Two beare ( how -« ^^ttfiSSg^ 
myo(vioitm^^» M ^ JMB ^^ v ^! e M finical and fine 

/.an ifi~*,V ^^"SuX iXg Ktneirfurres of (able, 

as fippence: and how he " nd «h tom wun c k and ' wh ich they wearc a- 
their gold wherewith they att,w bctyanglc their ncaas, / fot 

cold in the flrcetc.wnncit mou m» i . > . yc arc:and dpf ft 

or eight gowncs it .thy ^ ^SSSftp^beSw 

thou not thinke thou ftal t ""Mho feeing a 

Godsiudgement feate < I ^W*^ thrfe dies of veto after 

poore man naked and «T ?/°" 0 ^' 'JXXTxcX btauery, (I (hould fay 
L. But howwomen in all ages hauc. dented 




But how women i>n< ^^^fc^^ifalKnutohauepKKte- 

in pompe and I^^S«ffiS23te in his kind, wbofe teflimon.es <rf 

haply they dial not latisneany; incy ■ >jy cataiiK tttmtbie Ladies and 

b/hkrians jj™"*^ S«3E5KSScd P ra»e and chaft ma. 

^^mZ^wA^^^ as wouldhot (hiftr then to rem. n e 

♦ - i 

t 
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fuch bridles to reftraine them, and curbes tokecpe them in i iMenot a\{6 vfeth a 

word, which puts me in mind of a place in Terence, where he fhewes what paines 

women tooke in tricking and trimming of themfelues • For whereas he faith hy~ 

perbolically, that a man m ight (boner make a (table cleane where fortic hories had 

flood, then a woman will haue pinned all her pins,andfetled her attirci Terence 

(aid long ago, Dum commtur annus ef. The fame Preacher doth often fume and 
fret agajnft thofc hufwiues whoattired themfeluesfo modeftly, thata man might 

fee eucn to their nayels. His words are ihcdc^fiUsxtU* Habclit magna* manicas, 

caput dijfolutum, & fe^us difioopertum vfque adventremfum ftltomi albojper quid 

quit clarepotejlvidere, Which putmc in mind of that which Htrace faith: 

Altera ml ebjlat Cots tibhpene videre eft 

Ft nudam. 

But fomc may haply lay, Asfbr this light,Ioolc,and Ia/ciuious kind ofapparell 3 1 
. hold it to be a wicked thing indeed: but why (hould brauery and fumptuous attire 

vndergo fo (harpe a cenfurc^ To which I anfwer,that in foine perfons it cannot be 

reproued:notwithftanding fuch coftly array hath cuer benccondemned, becaufe 
that for one that maintaines it at her owne colt,thcre arc an hundred which main. 

taine it at their coft that cannot do withall (as Barelete and Menot tcRific) though 
the mony come out of their husbands purfcs,or acctew to them by cutting afun- 
der the true loucs knot. For proofc whercof,confider the place formerly quoted . 

out of Barelete i O ye fuch and fuch mens wiues, 1 tell you 9 if your garments were 
put in a pre(re,thc bloud of the poore would drop from them. And OMenot alio, 
who iumpeth with him, not onely in iudgemcnt,but almoft in words : Ye my 
Lords & Ladics,who are fo addicted to your pleafures^ind wearc Icarlct gowncs, 
I verily think that if they were wel pre(Ted,a man might fee the bloud of the poore 

(wherein they were died) runneoutof them. Which prouerbiall phrafes,though 
they may not be taken ftriftly according to the lettcr,but hyperbolically, the bet- 
ter to fct out fuch impietie (as it were) in orient colours: Vet Barelete not content 
to houer thus in generalities, bringeth for tnftance that which befell an vfurer, no 

lefle ftrange then the former: forheiaith that bloud came out of the bread which 

he ate . As for thofc hufwiues that mainraine their pompe and ftatcby falfc play 
atthetables.inbeatinga man too many,con trary to duty and promife,c^4/«4r^ 
and Menot (ay them their lclTons. But I will content my felrc with the tcftimonic 

of Maillard, who hauing faid , Tell me whether it be a goodly (ight to fee an At- 
turneys wife, who hath not twentie{hillingsaycare left him after he hath payed 

rorh!s^5ce,togolikcaPrincelTe^ to haue her head befpangled with gold, a gold 

chainc about her necke,and a goldenjgirdler You fay your places wil maintaine it. 

The diuelltake four places and you * //&KS|ddcth afterward , It may be you wiM (ay, 
Our husbands gtuc vs no (itch gowrics,but we get them with the paine of our bo- 
dies. All the diucls in hell go with fuch paines.For thefc are his words:X>«*r*r fm\ 
Mat it us n offer non dat nobis tales vejles^ fed nos lucramur ad pan am it o fir i corporis. Ad 
trigtnta mille Diabolos t alts p ana . Now it is eafie to vnderftand without further 
explication what this paine is: ncuertheIeiTcifit(cemefoob(cure to any, that it 

need a glo(fc,a man may fetch it out of Maillard^whcrc he exclaimcth againft fuch 
as are their daughters bawds, and who make them get their dowric with the paine 

and fweate of their bo4ic$.Faciunt eijumrimatr'momumfMmaApmtm&pido- 
rem fitt corporis y fol,) $.col,^ 9 

But to apply theie tcftimonies to the particulars which I haue here vndcrtaken 

to intreate oh If in tiefiods time there was fmall fidelitic to be found among men, 

Fa, no 
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. hmhn-n nor vet in children towards their parents : doubtlcflc 
I 0 TJ^nt^JM klTc in theages following andlcaft o( all 

fShc rein "vX And if chati.ic d.d waxe cold in former times, tt is now 

?,^,TlScn if iufticc did then halt ofonefootc, (henowbaHc.hdowne- 

*■ & SmSSSin bn. one cyc.fl.c is now (tarkc blind. If (he was dcafe 
! u of one c ! rcSnow as deafe as adoorc naile (1 fpeake according to theold 

^tZ rk cTLu^l'' tfai mtiMhttrc: to wh ch we may addc <h , 

V T ^ ZhJJbe thit mlnotCu.) And whereas (lie then tookoncly with 

tetart now tC. both with hands and fcete : and whereas brauety and 
J Tn, Sc toattire lafciuioufneue in fpeeeh and behauiour, and al luch vt- 

mifchiefes, went bur on footcand (lowly , now 

2? our fellies arc now in the ruffe, and (as it were) in the Aprill oi then a^, 

wlreTt e "Smci were but in their winter:) hailing to much more v.gourand . 

(whereas the '°™ cl . . . f as trcffi mi ?hnts hauc in the fpnng 

8f n'Z we lnucfo Utile eaufe to eomplainc of the want of Chriftian reproofo, 

inftVuE renrehenfion, and admonitions, or to iudge it to be the reafon of the 

^fro »3s vs in this bchalfc, we cannot but wonder how theimpietic 
S a^rilZ ton d any way come neare that of our aunccftois . For where 
uSSS » be found (though many do no.hingbm flatterand bolftet 

™ in .eX.es) who if he fhoufd fay in open pulpit with 0 to- <M M 

? P w„/ , \ hat whores oueht to be tolerated , would not be afraid lead little 

(fit.} l3 .«/.a .) that vnorc' oug ^ found,that dare ipain- 

fflSS^S Pdefts (as he faith) defended in hjAne 
T nr i won an killing .(.e child m her wombc, did not commit a morta I fin nc? 
A d alS hail, euer bene an odio..s,and fo confidently a dangerous thing, to 

And alb »™ f ■ ^ um who complaineih that Preachers m his 

% ZZl S r STXared hat , and .hat rhcy (hould be made Cardinals 
whhou S 

^ A » Court,lcft his head behind him) ye. .. was neua halfc o dan- 

Lorr^atrhisdav. And though flatterers, who are namraly caned w. hahel. 
fflZre. as nft fuch as reprotS and cenfure finnefwarme m grcatcrmnUttudw 

H S. and though the number of (uch as dare no. fpeake the muh 
/f ^^^nflvira mcafurc, lollc of goods,or future hopes) be as great aseuc it 

v ntf* Sfi3 g es are bef.er darted and more (harply cenfured by 

was • n0 ™'7"' • b , thevwercin the diycs of our forefathers} which as it 

„^,!on whfn we (hall due vn our account at the general! audirc. - 

'"nS&M&h* which 1 propounded to in.reate of in this ChapterftO 

w i« that Coo p mifireth fin more fcicrely at this day then he d.d m former ..me) 
becffleKalargerdifc^ 

S2*SSfe nl feeling thereof, is neither If*. 

nor C<rwa««,I>ut in the fliape of a man,a my bcaft. 

m 

CHAP. 




CHAPTER X. n 
CHAP. X. 

tf<nr that the forefaid Preachers haue left fittdry vices 

untouched and vMenfufed* 

■ 

Eforc I make a comparatiuc cftimate of the leudnefle Qf former 
times with the Ioofencfle of our owne, it will not be amifle to coiv 

fidcr whether the forciaid Preachers (whole teftimonies I haue al * 
ledged) hauc omitted any particular, through obliuion, or othcr- 

wife. Firft then albeit Oliuer Matttard and OHenot (his punayj /ay 

JLittle or nothing of inccfts 3 fodomies,and other prodigious vices , as murthering 
of father and mother, ofwiues murthering their husbands, and husbands their 
wiucs, parents their children, onebrotheranother, and one kinfman another^ wc 
may not therefore thinke but that thofe times were ftaincd with thefe finncs : or 
(to fpeake more properly) that fuch infection which had continued feftering fo 

longjdid then ceafe. I fry which hademinued fo hng^ confidcring what we reade, 
not only in prophane Antiquitie,but cfpecialfy in the Saaed hiftory, of thefeand 
the like vices. For it fareth not with God as it did with the law-giuer Solon , who 

being told that he had not prefcribed what punilliment fliould be infliclcd vpon 

parricides (there being then a malefaflorjaken who had murrhered his lather,) 
anfwcred,hc could not ena&a law for the punilhmcnt of fuch a fad, as he could 

not imagine any man wold fo much forget himfelf as once to comit.Thc cafe I lay 
is farre othcrwife with this great law-giucr, who fecth the moft fecret and hidden 
thoughts of mens hearts,and the motions of their minds more clearly then we fee 
the feature of their faces.Neither may we thinke t;hat any age hath bene free from 
fuch prodigious vices, but that they were euer extraordinary in rcfpe£ of other 

finncs^asalfomorc rare in fomc countries and ages th(?n in others.And I here p 



teft,it much miiliketh me to enter difcourfc of fuch anargiMiient . But as he who 
vndcrtakes to extoll the proweflfe of ^jichillet aboue that otHetlor or Aiax y is not 
to omitany of their hcroicall exploits if he would haue Achilles more renowned 

and extolled to the skies: fo confidcring the end of this dilcourfc is to flic vv that the 

VicioufnelTe of our time is a perfect patternc thereof, being compared with that 
of the age laft paft (which notwithftanding furpaflcth I fuppofe all former gene- 
rations) I fliould not cfcape the fliarpc cenfure of iufl: reprehcnfion,ifI fliould dif- 

charge one of thefe ages of fome vices ,the 

;oabout to keepc the credite of the one entire and inuiolablc,by cracking thccie- 
aite of the other.For as for the refl,I grant that though it was the wili.of God fuch 
prodigious finncs fliould be recorded in holy Scripture $ vet it is fo much the bet- 
ter,by how much we fpeake or thinke the lefle thereof. And as for lbdomie,I am 
calilydrawne to be!ceue,that the former Preachers were verv fparipg in fpeakipg 
thereof, left they fliould open a gap to mens curiofuic which is naturally cxorbU 
tant in this kind.The more knaues are thePriefts,who in their auricular confeflion 
(as they call it)ftir the minds and awake the ipirits oftheirconfelfioniAs by th^jr, 

interrogatories, occafioning them to, mufc vpon fuch matters, and to feed their 
fancies with fuch 6<&,as otherwife tliey would ncuer hauc dreame4pf.Fpr. mine 
owne part 1 confeffe , that for this very reafon I hauc had much atlo to perfwade 
my fetfe, that fwinifli Sodomites and beaftjy l?uggcrers fliould be cwrcuted Ipub- 

likely. True it is, funqty weightte reafons may be alledge<l on both fides 3 

but 1 hold me to that \yhich I fee pra<S« fed in well ordered atjqs . Further- 

F 2 more* 
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more, the reafon which moucs mc to thinkc that fodomie was not then (in 

all probabilitie) fo common as at this day, is, for that there was not fuch lefort 

inro thofe countrcys where it is made a trade and occupation asatthisprefent, 
For proofc hereof if we confider who thofe French-men be that giue themfclues 

toftch horrible and hcllifh finnes , we fliall find that moft of them haue bene in 
Italic or Turkic, or (not to go out of France to fecke them) hauc frequented their 
companies Icaftwifc hauc familiarly conuerfed with their fcholIers.For albeit A- 
thenum tdl vs in his thirteenth bookc (which I remember I hauc read elfcwhete 
vnder the name of Hermifpm) that the Celtes in his time, notwithftanding they 
had fairer women then other Barbarians, were addiftcd ro this finne:yct (God be 

thanked) before wc could fpeake fo good Italian in France, there was (almoft) no 

of this villanic , as I hauc heard of diucrs old folkes . And verily 



pardonable in Italians then in French-men f if pardonable in any,) feeing that 




> 



they (who for the moft part call it but peccatilh) are nearer their fanclitics who do 
not onely giue a licence for it by way of permiffion , but a prefident alfo by wr~ 
of cxamplc,as hereafter (hall be (hewed. Notwithftanding the words wherewi 
wc cxprciTe fuchdiucllifli and damnable dealing,bcing borowed from the Italia* 
tongiiCjarc a pregnant proofc that F ranee learned all tne villanic it hath of them 
thou fch'it were hard to fay from what particular place. For this is a common (bug 

rant in cucry mans mouth: 

Sun a ft vanta di quatro cofe, 
Di torri, & di campanc, 
1)J bardajje, & di pmtane. 
Or thus, 

Siena di qaatro cofe e pictt^ 




&C 



That 



tbefe fourc things Siena lcokes fo hie, 

for bels, for whores, for bugg 



But Maifter Vaputin fhcwerh plainely in fundry of his Satyres, that notwithftan- 
ding that prouerb, Rome in regard of the third particular ought to go before Siena, 

as where he faith, 

Sed Rom* pttcro non licet ejfe mihi. 
And were it but onely for the reafon I hauc now alledged ,he cannot endure (and 
furcly not without caufe) that Rome fliould be depriucd of this honour. 

Touching inccfts , Italic (no doubt) will afToord vs better ftore of examples 
then any other countrcy ; whether we fpeake of this age,or of that of the former 

preachers .-which wc fhall thebetter pcrceiuc,if weflwif confider the diuellifh pro- 
uerb which is there fo common of fathers who haue manageable daughters.But if 

I haue well obfcrued,there are more inceffs committed by Lords or men of note, 

thenby meaner petfons: which puts me in mind of that which is recorded by 

tanui) now that Sigifmonim Malatefla Lord of Rcmagniola^ad a child by his own 
daughter . True it is that other prodigious villanies committed by the fame 



(if he may be called a man) and rceiftred by the forcfaid author,will make vs lefle 



wonder hercat. For hcrcporteth how that he would haue abn fed hjs ownefi 

ring boy of him , if he had not drawne his 
how that being defirous to haue his pleafurt 
of a vertuous Germaine iidic that trauelled through bis countrcy to Ro,wcj, and 
pcrcciuing that he could not work her to his will,he cut her throatc,and afterward 

fatisfied 



Robert ,and that he had made a bug 
dagger at him,and Co cfcapcd.As al 



CH APTER 




fatisficd bis luft. What can a man now find in Hmiotm^ I lay not Inctcdiblcbut 
hard to be beleeuedf But it (hall notbt amiflfero pdute herea little^ and to Men to 

that which pontantu addcth after the narration of the inceft committed by th is 
wicked wretch . For he alledgcth two examples well worthy the noting,of a ccr- 
taine naturall honeftic which is to be found eucn among beans , Which condem- 
neth fuch prodigious praclifes among men • The firft is of a little bitch he had, 
which would neuer fufFer her whelp to line hcr.Nntsij[»am(foith he) pajfa eft water 
xfliofuo inifiy & quamuu meis a ptteru comprehenfa tencretur , nihilommm 



dtcmpueros a fe teiecit, & in filium iiiata y ilium dentibtu maCe habait . The fecond 
is more ftrangejof a Mare that would not fuffer her colt to cotter her • but hauing 
bcncatthclaft coueredby him (being difguifed with a skinne of another colour, 

& by other deuifes J after fhe once percciucd it, forfook her meate for very griefe, 

and died fli only after : which (as he faith) was told him by one lohn Vingtmilte 

an //*//40 Marqucfle, whofe the Mare and colt were, Thcfe be the two examples ta (\y * 
alledged by pontanusji man of fo great crcdite;* that I did not fticke to relate them 

vpon his word , albeit I am not ignorant they fliould be accounted of many but 
fond and fabulous: which (itfecmcth) hinuclfeforcfavVyandthtirefo^e vfctn thi* 
preface in the narration ofthe CitiicMm^ReferamifUieegoipfeexadMerfi (jri#di> 

&teJlar t &pcrfancTeetiamiftw : and for the fecond > he alledgeth his author or 

whom he heard it.But feeing that inceftsarc extraordinary finnes,why fliould we 

not think that God would oppofe the extraordinary honcfty which is to be found 
in ccrtainc^bruite beaffc,to fuch villanie prarftffed by men to condemnc the rea- 
fonable creatures by the vnreafbnable*? Neuerthelefle I report my ftlfe to the thing 
as it is, efpecially confiderins the French prouerbc doth nor account him a good 

dog that keepcth his kind. Tncrc is yet another kind of inceft, according to thofe 

who hauebeneof opinion,and are eueh at this day , that Nunnes are holier theri 
other women: and verily it may fceme,that fith they kecpe the fame place thefV- 

Jlal virgins did in old time(in the iudgmcnt of fuch as call them by no other name 

in Latinbat reltales) we fliould call the whotedome committed with them,./»- 
cefi-y and that he which defloureth them after they haue once vowed virginitfetd 
God (orto fuch or fuch a Saint) wtre a facrifegious |>cr fon • I grant theone, But 

not theother. Igrarit(I fay) that fowfniuch as this doughfie deifotion is Horotvecl 
from the heathen , thevvord whereby they were wont tb esmrcfle fpch ji 
flippery tricke commined with a holy Nunne,ma)rbckept,and that ffb fpeake ass 
heathen do) it may be called inceft V but fdenie thdt he tMd^fflttha Nuniife isa 

facrilegious pcrfon,to (be,ake as Chriftiaps do.For hereupon it fbHftw.mat 

fuch vircinitie fliould be a holy coWfecrated thin^ and tothe^'it migHrlj'e' 
holy and confecrate , necefTary it is 4 that either Gbd"dr the Sainr tb^hom 1 it 

vowcd,confecrated 6r dedicated,(h^lHtj declare by fplemne eoueriaht andhVj<^ 
lation thathe did accej^ thereof; But how can theV accept of that 4i thehandiJ.bf 

a Nunne ? which fhe cannot giucr &t wharrtafon'ft th^uSejlh^U'o 

which me hath no right? And P 




any votary vow perpetu 

rant froni him fo 




)m'him fo'to 'dbtrTo cbndudeh^hicerta/n^ 

ofvirginiticand^glelif^w^ebijtan^a 




is no moreholy 'then another woirtah; . v ^c deflbuWn^ 



re|ardof confetence^tfd thereforeihety^ 
foProbbing and fpoiling of his idoB^hich he m bound 0cc6rdth| U hJ85^ 

F 4 lr giftn) 
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gion) to hnue holdcn for gods , whereas, one of another region holding them 



mfe'tatM* niouidl« D uc"bcnc but a fimplc thiefe. And fcubde/fc the folly 

cell I will oncly addc this one thing, that our kind Catnohckes arc WK.n^j 

plainly by that which hath bene aliedged out of P, mmm ■, that N unnencs w 

defter then ftcwes in the time of the former Preachers. . 
b ' TouSShe finnc againft 



writcth of a britu* whohad the compamc of an Afle, wluleft the 1 tencn King 

ScXds in oncanothcrs bloud: and of children 
nffems their clfW 

bands nnmhev their wiues.or wiucs then hf^^^'^SS 

l,S nriuicie&bccauf. he had defiled the marriagcbcd.Nptwithftandmg the oc- 

cStt of t S proceeds from both par'ties, defiring to cn.oy tavn- 

iSnulb wi^H***. The caufe of frat, icide,pr mwtecomm.ttcd 

" ree whctheiof them fbould remainc ahfolutc Lotd, and< ° arc * nl °''ff;„ 

decide S sht by dint of fword , whetcofwe haue. very aunaent oaniples m 

d« SSSbShKo. »d in Rhmm and Mk in ^t- 




drcnandot pring,asj-i"""'«f"«-«u.v« 1 . «».,.»•■-■---••-.- .•• , ■ - .t.. 

fi.rh^haucmurthcredrhcirbre^^ 

SI thcrp on the hip, Specially of«J^« £ 

W> Li> wMjn like a?an«ct how one Wf»« OrdfhfUmO^ b|«c .occasion. 




a^^'&*^'fc their btptha (PWf^ijg 

LmSte to.J<edpni f : Moteoue t we ^of one fl 

^ t pukeof G^.who flue hisbwttccJC/fW*, - Wshtni «» 




CHAPtER. XI. 57 
that he afpired to the Dukcdome. In like fort LwM Marie put Gateace his brothers 

forme to death * to the end he might the more quietly enioy the Dukedom c of 
mfiliaine. 

Touching murthcring of parents (properly called parricidefhough the fignifi. 
cation of the word be lomcwhat more large) we find in auncient hiftorics that it 
was more ordinary w ith Kings,Princes,and great Lords,then with meaner men i 

and (bit continues eucnro this day. For the Emperour JFredericke the third was 

flaine by his owne fonne Manfred (his bafe fonne as fomc alfirmc) at lcaft wife he 
the plotter and procurer ofhis death . And one Frtfqut murthered his father 



the duke offerrara,to the end he might come to theDukedome,as indeed he did 



though he cnioyed it not long ; for hisfubicfls fliortly after,cxccWing Gods iuft 
iudgement <pon him,cut his thrOate . And doubtleue the age laftpaft can neuer 
wain it hands of this wickednefle, albeit I produce no examples for confirmation 
hcrco£haftcnine to end filch difcouries as mould not oncly be offenfiue to Chri- 

ftian eares,but afib make their very haires ftand vpright on their heads. What (ay I 

Chriftians i Nay the very heathen al/o 5 yea the moft barbarous and fauage 
among them. 




CHAP. XI. 



That the notorious and incredible leudneffe of thefe timet doth tuftfe that which 



hath bene token of the wickednefle and imfktk of the Age UJl fafi 



Lbeit there go ftrange report* of the hainous and horrible finnei 

which raigncd in the former Agej yet if we (hall but a little confi- 
dcr thecouric of the world, and lift ch to the common complaints, 
we (hall find (would to God it were nqt fo) far fouler fa6ts,whsch 
will not onely induce vs to fubferibe to the truth of that report, 

but further to confclfe that the finnes of thofe times were but fugar (as it is in the 
French prouerbe) in companion of the villaniesof thefe wherein we Hue, I hauc 
heretofore giuenareafon why finne like a riucr, the further it goes,the greater it 
growes^ndhill incrcafeth till it come to be a great fca.But we may giueonc more 
mcciall touching thefe times. For befides that we haue trod in the fteps ofouran- 
ccftors,and followed their examples^ as well in the carefull keeping of the vices 

whereof they left vs their heires and fuccclTors , as m improu ing the old and pur- 
chafingof the new by our good husbandry, wc haue further incfeafed the num- 
ber of them by our traffickc. and commerce with Mother countries, a thing more 

this day then eucr it was in former times $ to Whom an hundred miles 



feemed longer then fiue hundred to vs : and for one that was curious to know the 



falhions of forrcinc countries, there arc now a dayesten , whom this gadding hu 



ofrouing and ranging abroad,and coafting countries>carieth 



them to giue a farewell to their friends^nd to fbrfalce. their deareft countrey Aint- 

men and acquaintance . But what ftuite reape they by (iich ttiauell^ atleaftwife 

what do the moft reapc? It was Horace his old fongj 



Cetlurn ton anirhum mutant, qui ittosmanmrmU 



That », • 



rhy change the aire tba$ 'fe as do f <a(p 
But mini remaittcs the' fame that wdt, 



4 t 



But 
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cocke doth with the wina * UI " V mMuJ : np a™ manners no otherwifc then 



gSella??What (hall we fay of our ***** among the reft t Verily the 
old prouerbe hath long fincc concluded them in Jf** 



Umisni cheitdl, nihomme 

That is, 

f(er horhjnor manjtre tttrmd horn 



Which .houS £ *£S tSSar . yet k may weU fa 4 

rfKSSta alio, feeing there is no, one traueller wM^J 
fchoolcs. And as tefit is the onely country m the world, ^J^^^Z 

S ™ d« more a Trench-man is Romanized or Italianized, the foonwhe (hall be 

SSJafas&scssi rata 

" Nomhl; men in rhefe dayes muftneeds wceed rheir aunceftors in widced 

wor/ekept: . ^ .1 

CMtxima dthtim puere reuercrtttaji qwd 9 



And it kdie^ffi^ 

Xme,and renounce God (accordingto the French V"»«^Jf"". 

Eir^^fiasfomeofaUagcs^wclIyong asold. And y«itmaket 



oldfote wonder,andtbatiiotiUtdcrtofeeybng^ crept: 
oiitof thcttcradics , to be ft nt to fchOok, . and tafoufc fprocimacke; 
whereupon they iudge vs riiorc foramaicirhcnahwh&lue^ to iMfookis awhw - 

day leaud tHefchool?almbft.at tha lamic age thafcthey tferewotltj to be fenwbif i 
the* «w timef afc Whence they areinduced to bckwwte%iMtea\tat far Hiprtt. 
ripcand prcgnantinow ^me«;mcy.weifeihjheiryon»B yearW- :&&all things dul/r 
cc^fid«ed, itwUlappeanrithat that Which mo 

the greatcftfpart of youths a let andhinddtance vntorfherfu I grarcdndced that 
children at this day can donceiuc more a*tiix or fenefcycarcs of agetfas experience 
(hewes) then they couldin old time atjtineor ten \ which is notjtobe alcribed to • 

the quicknefle of their mt in vndcr fyndinjg; - but to the More eafieand facile me- ' 

thod of teaching; whenccit fc,that they profit more in oney earthen our au*ce~ 
ftors did in two . Butpittxeit is tafee many,whohauingdifc6minUedbutthite 

or fourc dayes from fchoole , hauenced to returne to their hcrfne^bobkeagainel 

fo that as they are more happie andlbrtunatc th«n'their aunccftors in learning 
quickly* fo are they more vnfortunate in forgetting it as felt/The rcafon whcrOf is, 
ior that they giue ouer the fchoole before they cometo ftrength of mcmory,ca- 

pacitie and iudgemenn i • ' '•■--■>'■ ■ - < V -r ; r 

But this is ferrc worfc (for it redounds to the great contempt and deniion ot 
learning) in that many fend not their childrento fchoole to learned but.onely to 
marpen their wits and to quicken their fpirits, by meanesof conttnUallcompanie 
(youths being as it were a whetftone to marperipneanothcrO'and in * word to 

let them like vntamcd colts, hauca little more fcbpeijnd libcrtie to runnc atlarge, 
and to giue them thefirft Hdhing in wkkcdncsjwhicH fomc c*U huchndfc ? omejs 

fineneffe and feameir^ galUntncfle, or pleafihtn 
u jlitie,&c.For many no w a dayes fend their children to fchoole only nil iuch time 
as they be fit to be made pages, where they arc furc to lofe that little learning ibey 
had formerly gottcu,ifbaply they hadany beaten into their heads : being [ (in the 
meanc time) fo ferrc from loofing their firft feafontng , that they addc thereto a 

iecondandathird . Some fend thcirxhildren tofchoole to learne three orfonre 
words of Lktit, till they be of y cares to traueU ih)o miy , where like rcftic .cola 

they may be broken,andlikehaggarhawkes learned to thelure^andablolutelyac. 
complifhed in courtlike<iomplcments I * Howbeitfomegcntlemcpfendjiot their 
fons into Italy to learne falhions and gallant behauiour onely,pr6per to the coum 
trev but in hope thatwhenthey arc weary, with vifmng curtizans^ they will find 
fomefparetimetovifiteW. And I ^perfwade my^lfe *?}hewhownt.beio 
hU fonriet at Mud> fbperfctibed his letter (for fearchcfliouIdbdiehim)>^j 

?4t4uii t 4*(l*dertMc**fi miftrufted fomc fuch dealings though it gneued 

him (bobre man) not a little. Howbeit it were. a> wonder if one almoft amone 
txvcnitSeturning home ftom ttaueli (hould reniembcr any other |awes thenfudt 

ThoSghl am not ignorant that in oil time alfo (as <M tnti witneiteth) pur yong 

gallants left tfWbawline in his chaire 1 , and wbneto thedancinri fchoole, and to 
?ouit Ladies. But not td-lpcake h6W thoft which trauellinto!^ are n . danger to 

be inftOed with farre worfc vices (afc dayly cx|>bf V^«fi^ ^ hUt ^T? 

follower in the neckeof it, thatthey are not onel#ftrainedby the fearepf God, 
but mty me « ear e of being to* brreine and ferrc ^^^fffZ 
their^vvho might«feirrole them .Fori remeniber than* hifcft ofodtifitke 
ivas Emfeaffadour for the French King at (about thirteeneyearesrtgo) 

r ^ tnerc 
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\° . ^, mmtltmiii! feme fourteenc or fifteen yeates of age,fent into'//^ 
the* a y^n*™Xof the hiaH Court of farUamoit m W») vndor 

$ W ! f^utcftomhufetohoufe.wa.ofds. 

the nhtton of htf .oU Tutor; M)cd:ta ,^ Ketodcon . 

nM^genUeand "^^W^^ p ^ b c grew fo ftubburne and 

nnucdccrancday^ h'andouerhim^nd ro keep* 

h3o« S JES to ler loofc §>e Kinesto his head-ftiong af- 
S^'K32& .he bridle in his neckc, and fuffcr him .ro ninne «hn£ 
Jeflions, Dutoucn «j m wind vd all in a wonLcertaine « is,that whe- 

f SSdid once tohauc fpoken,or entertained in then fecrettft 
Zata ^rhTvice wtoewith our Weftors were inf<* ed.teeisa great 
Sicc bctweene dieir diflblutencfle and omvsbctwcene thofe wjgare dif- 
i r"t -,k!Sm,ik for their flips and finnes of infirmitie , and fiich* glorie 

:Stfi5 we % of this agc.when yong Princes and 

in melt wiCKraiK 1 . 1 inftru a ors fotbbfohcmiesandworfenmttm 

AmS£££^*M<** rohaue fpoken in genc«llt 

1 "jKite l^SS^ what benefit* a man may reape by fuch 
» ^a^uSl Jwer, that the benefit is greater then we may perchance 

if«c Sdrf rhat Godlayes a more heauie hand vpon vs now, then he 

!£ iXL the frowardnclTcjndcorriiptionofour nature, orihcnaghwofSa. 
SSSSSwacheih vs at cuery turncbut by fuchacciHcnts as hauc Mhe 

S Xvhhouc all hope of rccouery banc ^^^^Si 
Andiwhencc can wc better know in what need we (feirt^ ot^Oods fteiping 
handCen by The dayly danger. wbcrewim wc arc befet on euery fide , being fo 

^^S^i «ci"v« to Hand vpon >our guard > And feeing wc 
SKSS^hai all our hclpe commeth onely from aboue and that there 
K ft^ifcd but he that isguarded by ^l^^^P^ 
AnSk cuery rumour and report of fuch hainous and homblccnmepihouW be 
£ mYn I Sciras it were) to roufe vs from our fecuritieiand to ft irre *vp » *■ 

«dhatfc prayer, that he would not leauc vs to our Wue$,nor let 
3SS e morecarefully they bide themfelues,and the further they 

SSS&Satai lap . Forlf feeing a man dm hath any bodi v bfe. 
£ fe£3ttk»,wc hauc iuft eaufc o tod vs to liftvp ourheam b^Aank- 
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fulnefle vnto God for preieruing vs from the foe** and to acknowledge wit haB 
that we arc liable 10 as grcat,if not greater danfectsiHow much mote whentoe fee 
any that hath foully forgotten hirafclfe,and feucn into any fearful! finnc , to giuc 

him tbankes for keeping vs from felling into the like : and withall to acknowledge 

that wc arc made otthc fame moulded that we hauc no pattern to be exempted 
from fuch dangers , butfolongasitmallplearehimto^ and 
keepe vs in his holy feare,reftraining the raee of the diucll our deadly cnemicjthat 
diough he aflaile vs, yet he may not preuauc againft vs ♦ Now then if this prcfent 
difcourfc Ihcw cuidcnrly that this deadly enemy of mankind hath doubled his 
forces in thefe latter%es ,ought it not ttirre vs vp to greater viailancie and watch- 
fuIncrTe ouer our hearis and liues^o (land vpon ouf||wrd, and to arme our felues 

at ajl pomts with the complete armour of the Spirit? Vicc(wc know) was cue* pu- 

nimcd in all ages and religions.But where the heathen refpe&ed onely cxemplaiy 
punirtiment^in doing open execution vpon malefactors, that others mightheatc 
and feattand deale no more prefumptuouflyt Chriftians hauc gone a itepmt* 
thcr, anSTiaue had a deeper in%ht thereinto , viz. that thofe that would not be 

kept in compare by the fcarcof God,(hould bekept in ordetandiaweby ttefcare 

orman 5 1 mcane by feare of punimment which the law hath appointed to be : m- 
flicled vpon them according to the nature and qualitic of theii 1 offence . Foif the 

heathen Poet (aid long ago, 

Odkruntftccmboni'virtHtis Amort > 
Odcrwt Ptecore tmli firmiJitte fem** 



Thatis, , 

The end fir vermslm fim iff reftsh*, 
i-k/UrefrAmfimifffirfidreff^ 



t 



Whereuhto Chriftians alio accord, tauc that Aey tfcliuerit in other tcjmes,when 
they fay s that theteafon why the godly do not powrc themfdua form mtoplea 
fure, and let loofc the remes to their lulls , is becaufe they haue the feare -of God 

continually before their eyes. Feare(I fay) proceeding ftom a loue truly filwIMnd 

no wayferuUcj as the good child fearcth to offend Hfe 6tha for the loue he bea- 
rcth him.Moreouer,thfe benefite we ttiay re^pfr'by n^dircoatfe,that it will feruc 
vs in ftead of a monitoti to giue vs warning Of Aolfemany fleightsanddeceitsifo 

common and rife in the world* 



1 . .'. ' 




CHAP. XII 



» ■ v 



vrhrei* Ufa Mh h °» ™" h Vv%mi^U ifutwjmimm 



not prim st this day J hen tin tofow 



>i r i ' ' 




O begin then whertf formerij/ 1 began (yet riot tying my felfe- wfr 
ciftlytothc <ame method) wc heatefcow miditilvuw«Mj «^ 
met h again a whore^c ianuiutibd Jn his to flwif he were 



now&g,n«hherhb«cl^ 



Bhtfitw^riowrii^vl^ne^mep^wwwflKi^i^ 



^Ithooghthe ftoitttf dOTiuttJ^imaao^w^^ *J* 
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nanv.began ^^'7' c fl S" f br fucli nlthinefle, may funicjen.ly 

dahics, the Wcncn poxe aou i h all wantonnefle and yiUanic, 

pumtaem upon* Ag ^ £ . ^ ^ 

ddeoutt tne mr P*" n & r ;" arcno wfo hardened againjlthefedife3fcs>iwhtch 

^TT: nAiwMtc Hucrd fouUicr that hath apt trauelleofiuc orfwo ttflies into 

Rut if we compare this ato with nhcags (aft pafl» wfiWJlW ^W™™; 
• ,i „fr r«TeW fimokr fornication and adultery vvcf eknpvvnq andialkcd of} 

*od that men made.* gre* confcTO 

mon ftewctrf Gods word hath condem. 

SrclyadKon, thing, hmmb^b^^^m^ 

woman) had a child ^^^"^^^W 

at * betxobme^hm kMMM 




■ # 

CHAPTER XII. S$ 
caufed het fonne to fall into that fo horrible and dctcflablc a llnncjwho aftcrwafd s 

(not knowing nor once fulpefling any fu ch thin g) mar tied her whom he had 
begotten in fuch inceft . But to omit incefts committed of ignorance , we dayly 
hcare of others no lelTc abominable, committed of fet purpole , and that not by 
Clergy-men oncly (as (hall be mewed hereafter) but by Lay men allo.Nay, great 
mens houfes (though othcrwife honorablc)are generally ftained with incestuous 
mariages. Further,what fliall we fay to thole bfOUr time,who to go beyond their 
predeceflbrs in all villanie,arccome to this pa/Te, to keepe fchooles of whoredom , 
and by lafciuious pictures (printed euen at Kmt) to readc men a lecture,teaching 

them (as it were) by ocular demonftration? If the very heathen did deteft and ab- 
horre that villaine Bkphdntufot (iich pictures, what Inal we (ay of our age, where* 
in men profelfing thcmfelues Chtiflians, haue taken pleafure in fuch abhomi- 
nations i 

3 As for fuch as fold their daughters in former timc,what ftrange thing did they 
in copariibnof thofc who at. this day fel not oncly their daughtcrs,but thcmfclues 

alfo? And what mail we (ay of thofc wittals, who lcnd,or pawnc/>r fell their wiues 
for ready mony* Verily fuch women are greatly tobepittied : but fomc of them 

(I warrant you) know Well enough how to crie quittance with their husbands: 

as flie did who was lent to a yong Cardinal! at the Councel of Trwi. For thou gh 

at the firft flic was as nice as a Nunnes hen, and needed great intrcatie to pleafure 
this y one Prelate^ faying, it went againft her confcicnce to impart that vnto him, 
which of right was due to none but to her husband j yet her kind heart being per- 

fwaded,at the laftmcgaue her content, and found luch comfort in this Prelates 

firft vifitation, that the next morning flic brought her husband the money which 
was promiled him jfiy ingJ-Iere is the mony which was promifed you for the lone 
of me,but allure vour fcfie it is a plaincana fimplcfalc,thcrcfore you may dowel 
to proutdc your ielfe of another wife 3 for whereas you would but lend me, I had 
rarncr 1 . «be fold outrightjthat I may not change fo oftemand fo it Was concluded- 
Now as there arc fome womcn,whofe cafe is to be pittted I fo on the other fide 'it 

is great pitic to fee fome wittals weare homes to their great griefe,and yet dare not 

for their eares complainc to thole that might redrelTe it . For what haue rhc moft 

of them gotte", who haue fo long fucd to be diuorccd from their adulterous wiues, 

but to be flouted, laughed to fcorhc, and pointed at euen by little children, who 

could fay that fuch & luch caufed thefelucs tobe canonized for cuckolds.lndecd I 
rem&cr that a man of vtorth,after a tedious & importunate fute,was diuorced fro 
his light hufwifc:but by this meansjhe had that which, (he dcfired,for (he was rut 
into a monaftery,where in (lead ofpunifh ment,(he had oportun trie to follow her 
occupation with greater liberrie.I hauealfoheard of one, who complainingof the 

wrong which his wife offered him, reccided this anfwer 1 Wlw fir, would you be 

more priuilcdged then fuch a great Lord, a man of (uch valour, Who kno wes fu II 

well that his wife makes him cuckold;as well when he is in the Court prcfent with 

her,as when he is in the country abfent from her , and yet dare not $cakc a word 
for fearc of cracking his credit? Thus wc Tee how long cpftomc in fin ha th fo be- 

icft many at this day of all feme Of kiuiUhoneftie^that ifiey wake but a ieaft at that, 
which their anceftors counted the gwateft Crofle and ciprtafiuein the world 1 1 (ay 
their *u»eeprs 9 including the heathen as well as Chriftiaos . for the Gnciansznd 

Romans (wcknow) punifhedadultcry moWeuerety v foHowing^hc law of God 

therein. But not to feeke tarrebacke nor fa^Pafforqwmpl^ wfimayiudgeby 
that which bcfeUmehighStuajdswijfeof ^ 

G a the 
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,1* dcucnth ) whether at that time they made but a icaftof adultery, as they do at 

dav 'o \ he £1 his Ladie vpon the fodainc playing the whore w«h 
kLd firftflueLadulteRTbeforeher 



STnotw 1 (landing theit children which (lie held m .warmest) and y 
wTnciS 

K SoblC hOUfcand otthc bloud r oyall,asfomcalfirmc.Wouldn 0 tfu h 

a &5 ccmc tonge at this day< Np doubt it would , confidermg rhac the world 

is clanc changed from that it was in former time and (as it were) turned vp fide 

Iwne For rtfev arc new grown* to this height of impudencic, to make wan on 
fongs of Sole to emblldcn and flcflr r«m white liuerd foulme^to vtolate 

their faith plight to their husbands; one of which bcginneth ihusi 



'Re void onp 
Fa/re vtrtu d aimer? 

Et fines que musfimmes , 
Norn le voulons blafnter, 
Ct que leur elt louable^ 

<2loiu townt a dejhonneur, 

Et fiute inexcufabh. 

0 dure loy d'honneur. 

Pour quo) nature fage, &c 

That is, 

See we not men Co honour wanton hue 
With vtrtues /hie, which we fondfooles rcproutt 
That which in them defer ues fofaire a name y 
To vs why jbeuld it fume to mickle blame f 
Hard law of honour ,why did nature fage? &c. 

V his fonglikcwifc (which was common in euery mans mouth at the Court; was 
made vpon a raudeuille t bcginmng thus: 

He void on pa* les hommts fe touer catyw 
Et fines que now fimmes, n^ o fins f aire ceU. 

That is, 

How do our gallants fivaggcr to and ftp? 

ButfoolcsthatwearCywedarenotdofo. r..,™ A-1,V«tri. 

And there was another in as greatrcqucft : the 

ous libertic and impunitie of adulteries finnc fo rife at this day: one ftiaine oi the 

fong is this: . 

K_Ami cocu, veux tu que te te dte, 

Si tu men crois, nt di ta maladit. 
Car ft tafemme vn coup eft defcouuetti, 

Elle voudra lefaire a parte ouuerte. 
Eft re cocu neft f>as mamaife chofe, 
Siautremalonncluypreftppoft. 

That 



cutkoldmy friend, if thou wilt me helieue 



Neuer espreffc the thing that gars theegrieue. 
for if thy Wife he knowne Once for a pfhore^ 

Shethenwi/liadetbee at thine open doore. 

It matters notfo much to wtare an home, 

And if it might be free from others fiom. 



CHAPTER Oht. T 



The contlufion of the long is this 




\fi tu mis cocu ettrevnetdche. 



de tot bien au moini \don tit feWhe* 



■i ! V." 



U remede ef a qui les corns parte. '"' ,V% ' J l Vx 

De Us f lamer ailktinybrstfnuJoW^ ^ ' 

That is, • l "' Vi ' vV '™ ■••vV'>;M 

See well that nfa*&iMhWWi' \" 

Hornet ham no curt % b^yl/entfy fijfc ffjfe^ t 
plant. thy hornet vpm another* head, r 



) 




I am not ignorant that this fweet foqg was mad9 M^i^iio^^t/^^butt 
ftion isjwfetjier hebeinga prophane pagap,bc; ^^fficient warfjui^ for Chriffis 
tpopppft fuch notorio,us vile villa nie? to Gods holy commaupidcrnents i . An^l 

which isyn; more,he was then accounted no b^y that sould joo^ng this 

whereas |£a man had fung the ten cpromandemcn$>or one pf^ uids^^q^ 

they would haue fung him a fong of frying a fago^j andco^i'ttedliinvtc^ tlie 
Loi ds of th burning chamber. My felfe being in t/ic Cour t,haci mine, caKSQpm 

beaten with a like long coming out of fomc fuch fl^op, in whid,> mention is maac[ 

ofacei pine Ladic, who pcrceiuing hcr/cifc to wrjinl^Ic and waxc; old , greatly la- 
mented her former courlc pflifc, viz. that (he hacj bene honeft , and kept touch 
with her husband : the (bng bcginneth thus : ' ' , , ; V . ' 

Je plain It temps at monflor'tffant aage^c. 



That is, 

I waile the time tfmy once flouring agcj&c» 

Thus thou feeft ('gentle Reader) how they incite women to wantonneffe and dal- 
liance, as if they were ilackc and backward of themlcluc^when they are in treated 
to play fuch pageants.* thole I mcane especially who are brought vp in all idlcneuc, 
dciicacie and wantonnefle^ for whofcgood, thefe* fon^s (containing fuch goodly 
inftrurfrions) wcrepurpolcly made. I omit other triuiall ibngs^many prouerbes, 
as alfo fundry wanton and effeminate {peeches ap^^cftures, which aime at no* 

thing elfe but the corrupting of maids and matrons,jft>r (to w ind vp all in a word) 

there is no deuice fo diueliln or damnable,but bath bene found out in thefedaicsj 
to make vices vermes: which I vnderftand clpecially of whorcdorue. And to the 
end they might throughly xorrupt vs,thcy haue erediw Priaptts his images againe 
with all their traine, in their plea lant gardens 5 witnefle that of Saint Germain deJ 
Free ot Paris fo finely trimmed by an Italian who was owner therof,and who kept 

abrorhcll houlein it for all commers. What rcmaines there then to make the vices 
of this Age Co fuperlatiuc , «4w»Mhat it may out-ftrip and go beyond not onely the 

age laft part,but all others ilncc the world began ? .Verily norbingibur the modeft 

pictures of phiUnis and Elephant is. But hath not /r<i^(I ipcake it wirh gi iefe)fur- 
niflied vs with as bad, or rather with worfe then they i Yea, and wirh lome fuch 
as were not heard of before: whciin thatisliuely prefe nted to the evViwhich who- 
fbcucrhath butafparkcof the fcare of God in his heart, cannot fomuch as name 

withour horror.So that we may wcl fayfeuimtss adfummU.ixid yet all too little to 
fct forth the exceeding great wickednes,& fuperfoperjatiue knauery of thefe times 

in this pan icular.For who of all the heathen are more lafduious^more loofly liccn- 
cious and diflolute in fpeech, or(in a word)moredeadI)'encmiesf ochafriry,then 

the Poets,c(pccially the Latin Blegiach? And yet m/vrtiwacaptaih among them 

cdplaines of the like wickedncs(though not altogetheffo notorious) whC* he faith: 

G 3 . Om 



46 THE FIRST BOOKE. 

giumm obferw depsnxit prima tabelUt > 

Etpofuitcaflaturptawfadomo^ 

Ilia puellarum ingenuos corrupit ocellos^ , |>( > 
Nequitufa fua noluit efe rudcs. 

^bgematinterrisiftaqaiprotulstarte, • 

Iurgia fib tacita cond/ta utitia. 
NoniJtisolimvariabantteCiafguris y 
$wm paries tiullo crimine piftus erat. 

And as concerning the laft difheh , with what clfc I befeecli you arc wallcs pain- 
ted at this day(bein§ alwayes in the view of childrcn^nd thole of the yonger fort, 
who arc vet vnder the rod) faUtf with fuchpiaurcsf Orwith what pi&ures are 

hallc* and chambers garnimeuVfeue with thole? l>ad thoughr I had bin at an end, 
hut I Dcrceiuc 1 am 1 yet to begin, in that fundry other offer rhemielues to my pen, 
which haue bene dcuifed (at leaftwifc praclifed) by Chriftians^hefe dayes. 
Notwithftanding I will content my felfe with one other ,'ln companion whereof 
thefc ftatucs of Priaptss erected in gardens and others, n (embling thole of Pbtln- 

His -and TAcphantss, may fecme to be but toyes, not to befpoken of. Its a fine pa- 

ecant which was playd at Bloys, when King Henrit the fecond made his entrance 
into that citic,in which they caufed a company of whores (thofe especially whom 

the Italians call Sfaciate) to be ftript naked , and to ride vpon oxen in this modeft 

manner- making this goodly (hew wherefoeuer thefe gallants which followed 
them ^performing the office oi Pique -boeufs) thought good. Moreoucr, we hearc 
how CMenot (poorc foulc) exclairiicth againft cettaine for making their baudic 
bareaincs in Churches. But what would he fayto thofe that commit whoredome 
in Chappcls taking all their Saints of both fcxes there prefent for witnefles* 

Which wanton and wicked dcaling,the Lord (no doubt) fuffcrcth in judgement, 

to the end that thofe places which haue benefo long time (pimuall brothel houlM 
for men to commit fpirituall fornication in,mou!d be alfo reall brothel! houfes , e- 

ucn ftcwesandftiesoffinne, whercthcy might defile themfelues by bodily pol. 

, • V vhatwouldhcfay(trowwe)ofanotlKrprofancpmClife,yet more 

ftrwe viz offuch as apply the holy Scriptur*>and fentencesof the aundent Do- 

dlorstotheir baudy and beaftly fongsi as we fee in thefc verfes; 

Saint! AugufHn infruifant vne Dame, 

Hit que C amour til I' ante dt n ope awe: 

Et que la foy t tant fiit conflante ejrforte y 

Sansferme amour efl inutile ejr mortc. 

Saint! Bernard fait vne longue bomelie y 

Ouilbenit tousles coturs qu amour lie 



fain ft Ambroife en jait vne autre exPreJfe 
Oh Urn audit ctux qui font fans maijlrejfe. 
EtdcLytala dcjjtts nous rtconte 

$ut qui plus aime,& plus haut m del mente, 

Celui qui fceut lesfecretsdefon ntaiftre, 

Dit que C aim ant damn't ne fauroit efl re. 

Et dit bien plsss le Detfeur Scraphique, 
($ue qui point riaime, efl pire qu beretique* 

Tour a qu amour efl feu pur & celeffe, 
gui ne craint point qu autre feu le molejle, 



CHAPTER, $11. p 7 



* / - * i 



\ () , ■ Vnaima^tjaiticifonfu^atoire. <7 v;( 

. Tharis. . . : ... .. 
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Auftine injlruiling adfpo 



♦ t » 



ft 



• o 

♦ * 



• • » 



Sayes y UHetbefoukuoftUTlmingf()ult v . , (J , 
Andfaiih bow euer firme t and rejokffi, 

Wtthouten hut, all bootlcjfeisvnjfa 
And 'Bernard mites a Ungfome boms fa. 

Blefing all hearts y bound with chasnts of lotto 

And Ambrofe writes another not vnltke^ 

Ccnfuringallthatdoamiflriswant,, 
Whereon Ly ranus in his learned glojfe ; , 
Sai/ct /store we hue,the nearer we ahra 



Toheauens height. And he that jnliafaow 
His mislrisfecret thewes % could boldly f ay ^ 

The man mat hues fan neuer damnedM. 
And that Scraphique potior well defines 

Who louesmfs worfe thin ameretiefet 
And for lout is a pureveleftiail jme % . ; v 
That cannot be by other fires, annoy dt 

Wifely conclude th hence Saint Grcgoric, 



' t 



The coiiciuuon is this 



; loner f here dofrie In Purgatorfe 



.'if )» 



Hulk denw nefoit donques ft dure 

,^elk rtflfie a la fasntfe Eftriturei >'-i 
PuisquonUvoiddeceproposrempfief 
f$ue pour aimer, la Lot efl accompue* 

That is, 

Let non fi bardie be to dare oppofi ■ t. ' • 

T be facred writ; who ft euery pageauowts 

The law by lone fulfild 

Sec here the brazen faced impudencieof thefemiferabic mifcrcants, thus ihamc* 

fully prophaning the holy Scripture^in making it ferue them as their bawd. A far 

fouler facl: then that whereof <Mtnot complaineth^ when he cxclaimeth againft 
ccrtaine letchers for making their baudie bargaines in Churches. It is true indeed 
(may fomefiy^ but it haply neuer camero theireares tjiat had either wit iii cheir 
heads to perceiue thcirapietie that lay masked vinder th,is vizard y orauthoritie in 
their hands to punifli thofe that fung it. To which I anfwer,thac there was neuer 
fong in fuch requcft\or which better pleafcd,efpecially thofekind of men. Others 
there are who haue vfed fentencesof Scripturc,as namely certaine vcrfes taken out 
of the Pialmes } in their wanton ballads and lafeiuious fones. For it is not of late 

time (as we know) that they toOkc this libcrtie to make themlelues merry , by v- 

C\na the Scripture phrafe to grace a conceit or a ieaft. But we (hall haue fatteroc- 

cauon to fpeakc hereof in the Chapter of blafphcmics.Lct this now fufficc for Mc- 

nots complaint. 

4 Moreouer, thefe Preachers crieout with might and maine againft the bawds 
oftheir time: and tMenot hath a bout with the Lords of the Parliament for letting 

them their houfes; being home mad with them for gi ping their helping hand, or 

fhewing any countenance to fuch wicked wretches. But what would he lay (may 

G 4 .we 



6t THE FIRST BOOKE. 

wc thintoof thofcwho for theirgoodand faithfullferuictfio rndtine baudy bar- 

Shin -bene in fuch fauour with Princes.that theyhauenotftudcewbeftow 

SSJteKSte Jnd great dignities vp'on then* Witnefle a BHhop.who 

ffl ?n m y hearing, that whereas men in times paft came to great preferment 

being good LatiniftS , he for hfep4« vnderftood not a 
SfflE&t Jtfrt^L, bv meanes whereof aduanced to that 



S.TtelS^^« ^WWJdCOl^fK^ name him) the 



o 




of a bawd, although he made no brags thereof 




CHAP. XIII. 

Ofs a Amity and the fmne againfi nature 

mHtedatthUday. 




Oreoucr s iTthcrewetetiorhitige]febut fuch fwinifli Sodomieasis 

comitted at this daylight we not iuftly tcrine this age the paragon 
of abhominable wickedWe* The heathen (I confefle) were much 
addiftcd to this viccibut can itbemcwed that it was cucr accounted 
amonaChriftiansasa vermtf Yttfomc inthefedaicshaucnotonly 

accounted it a venue, but alfo written in commendation of it and pubhuied their 

wriLs in print** the view of the world. For we may not forge how that 
/SJlorentm and Archbifliop ofBcncncnt writ a booke ml^nnme 
wherein he fings forth a thoufand praifes in commendation ofthis finnc i which 
^hriftiai cannot fo much althinke of without honour : calling it(among 

Sther epithets which he giucth it> kauenly w*k. ^^™EZ^£ 
nicc^bv one TroMut Ntrnfis they who copied it out do tcftific. The author of 
w Wi wonhy wovk,was the man J whom \ dedicated ccrtaine of my Latin m- 
fo whilcft I was at VemceMi I proteft,I committed that fault before 1 knew him 
to Sch a monfter . And when I was aducrtifed thereof,* waspaft recall and re- 
coucry But to tccurne to this fo foule and infamous a finite. Is it nor great pittie 
th a t sentlemcn,who before they trauelled into Italy abhorred the very naming of 

hey haue continued there a time,dclight thcmfelues not onehr m 

allrfns and difcourfinc, but in praclifing and profefllng it, as a thing which they 
iS^^Ui time* A for thote who through bad cuftomc haue onely 

ked villany ) they haue (I grant) fome colourable excufcBut what can the reft al- 
SffihaiSiies < Ve? I dare not afiir me that all who are tainted wuh thts fin, 
learned it in Italy or Turkic, for our M. Mallard was neuer thcrc,and vet he made 
profciTion of it .So that he.who like a great Sorbomcal doctor ciufcdfo many fiHy 
Lies to fric a fagot againft all right and reafon , equine and confcicnce, w.is the 



„, „. theludgcsmightiuftlyhaucburned^ot naLmheran (asthcy then 
called them) or an oMKnatc Gofpeller,but as a Sodomiticall buggerer. 
T But I were much to blame if I fliould forget Peter Lev* or rather ylot; 

Cms for he was called in Italian Pietro Aloifio) fonne to Pope Paule the third. This 
Prince of S*tW , Duke o? Parma and rtacentra , thathemichtnotdegeiicrate 
from the Popilh progeny (whence he was defended) was fo addifled to tn ' sh ° l ^A 
riblc and hcUi.h finne , art^/o caried away with the burmn^hereof , thai hedtf + 



ly forget the judgements of God, and the prouidcnT care he fliould haue 



CHAPTER, XIIII 



69 



had of his good name (at leaft with fuch as make no confcicnce td giue them 



to fuch villanie.) Nay (which is more) he did notoncly forget tliat he 

a man, but cucn the dayly dan ger of death it fclfe , whereof bruitc beafts do ftand 

in feare . For not content to iatiate his lawlcflc luft with innumerable perlbns of 

all forts,(exes and degrees, he went a wooing at the laft td a yong man,called Cop 
mm Chen us then Bifliop of Fanoand perceiuing that he could not ot berivifc haue 

his plcafure of him , and workehim to his will , he caufed his men to hold him 

Shortly after which fa#, he rccciued the<rcward due to fuch monfters t and as ho 
had led a wicked and ihamefull life , lb they made for him fo infamous and villa- 
nous an Epitaph, thatthc Reader had need of a pomander in his pocket, or fome 
preferuatiiic, leaft his ftomacke mould rile at the reading there of. ' 

3 Concerning beflialitie,ox the finnc againft nature (which was euer more 
common among fhephcards then others) who folift to make enquiric into the 
examples of later times, (hall find as great ftore of them as of the reft . Butif any 
defire examples of frefher memory^ him go to the Italian louldiers <5f the camp 

that would haue beleaguered Lyons % during the ciuill warres, and aske them what 
they did with their goates . Notwithftanding an accident happened in bur time 
firre more ftrangetnen any that can beallcdged in this kind, of a woman burned 
at Tbonhnfi (about feuen and twenty yeares ago)for proftituting her felt* to a dog, 

which was alfo burned with her for company : which I account a moft ftrangc 

fa<ft,confidering her fexe. Now this finne I call the finne againft nature,^ hauiog 



fpeft tather to the common vfe and phrafc of fpeech , then to the proper fignifi- 
cation of the word, according to which,Sodomie is as well a finneagainft nature 
as beft ialitie . But not to enter into a warfare of words , let this fumec,that bruitc 

beafts do condemnevs herein. v» 

4 Now albeit the fornier exam pic be very ftrange^ yetwc haue here ano- 
ther ferre more ftrange (though not altogether fo wicked) coinmittcd about thir* 

tie yeardago by a maide borne at Fount tines (between* B/oit and T&morantin) 

who hauingdifguifed htr fclfe like a man,{erucd as an hoftler atan Innc in the fub- 
urbesof Foy for the fpace of feuen yeares, and aftcrwwdsimaricd a maide of the 

towne , with whom flie xeompanied for the fpace ohwo yeafes or thereabout, 
attempting much, but effecting nothing : after.whichtime her cofinagc and kna r 

uery in counterfeiting the office of a husband being dilcoucrcd , (he was appre- 
hended, and hauing confefTed the fa&,was burned . By which examples we fee 
that our Age may well boaft, that (notwithftanding the vices of former times) it 

hath lomc proper and peculiar to it fclfe. For this fadrofheri, hath nothing com- 
mon with that which was pra&ifcd by thofe famous limpets, who in old time 

were called Tribades, 
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dfbtafthemies and execrations vfed at ibis day 



« t 



i t 




Comenowto intreate ofblafphcmiesitnhandlingwhcrco^iwil 
obferue no othermethod then that wniitfh offcrctb it fcllc tomy 
mcmory,asit (hall furnifh mc with examples, .fcirft then.whac 



would the iolly Preachers, dto MailM* Menmxd 



Itetiy 



(may we thinke) if they mould rewrite backe into their countries 



againe 



THE FIRST BOOKE. 
to fee the diuclim demeanour of thefe wicked wretches, & toheare them 

?f ™»ncfand rcneifiue God in fuch fcarfull manner? Or what would 
Sk^&cZc^^ Where might he find Uo = rs 

enow to pierce and cur out blafpbemous tongues , ™«#* h S* 0 "" 
b"tdtt°one"nother < And what would they fay (trow we) if they *ouldJ,earc 

,hk nronwbc or proucrbiall comparifon fiom rhe mouth of euery paiCant , He 
SAX? (table I rha, we mentioned before U ie *«M 

S ZZZ"»JU God) : or if they (hould heatc the common fort % , W*""< h ' 

UhlnAbbTot HeLereth l.L tmtm would they not wonder to heart Romany 
of kfeito I mak-c no qucftion but they wold.Yet I pcrfwade my felf they wold 
™ d ct much more "ftSey (hould fee how gendemen and noblemen (be «r fpc- 
rS^SSSSnimS to true gentry and nobilitie.wh.c .makes audnc and 
She wo moufds wherein they frame their anions) rather teach their chd- 

hSuSnte , he would haue thought himfe fe among the mfernall 

SESwtw boaoS* of hell . And he would (no doubt) im.cb more haue 

I oTd ir if he mould haue recne yongPrinces haue tutors (or bUfphcmies (as 

tCeSnd commendable ^ 

^fifcdSn encry way, to pronounce them with rhcrnght accented to ant- 

niatcrhemwithlikcaudacitic,withouteitherhickcorhcm. 

I Imieht here (hew how we outftrip and go beyond our aunceftors^ wen 

iudus Ltoo ncrviccs: fmeane noronely j"^^^"*^^ 
Z met of blar P hemie s or rather formes and manners, they being dm<>ft jnfimre. 
Sial fuffice ro giue a raft hereof in a word or two, and to (hew how befides 

old no new blafphcmies.bred and borne(as I may fay)in our nauue fode . they 

Sue ^delhotchporch of them with thofepf forreinecounmesias ; though*? 

wc7c notfoflfcienr to incenfe the maieftie of God , and to pull vpon vs h s 

f Sud "ewenrs. But not to infift vpon thefe , there are fome blafphemies in 

SffiSfofc^Jw^ a'ndhidcous, that they may feeme topto- 
cecdVa he from diuels4enftommen. Of whichnumto,rlut isonewhichl 
Sour o a Priefts mouth at seme, which (hall not be forgotten mhis piope 

nhec And ir may wcl go hand in hand with .his which was vt««edby an ft*. * 

Sno Prieibur a fccular man)ashe wasplayingatcards in the French Am- 
KoXuf m S * ^««.««.//»;a ; whathurtintWmayfomefay.Ver,lyho 
noX vi anie herein appeares ,in mat he fpake it (as appeared afterward) by a fi- 

8 ? chriflo q U,dlLe % mh: calling Chrift^,byaUufion ^fjM, 

feu MomDti mi toil tenet, mmdh BeholJlhe LemleefCed mkuh uketb emtf 

thefmL of tlx nU/Xifcwirc rhcblafphemie of the who was wont to fay, 

aL en {he # the, ceriedchr.fi te Wufelem w» very wild but not fo wick td. 
I on, ir meJdidmp, and fundry orhers of the like ftraine: for though they be 
vcrelion-iblc.vcirflievLareiveryfrequentandvruall. 

and ci ice J wil here allcdge a late ftrange example of a good fcl b * r.who to recom- 
pence hi lofte with cutfmg and fwcaring as the manner is) playd fuch a ncke,a* 
Kk ^ Forbcmg weary m.hc^ 

deu% ; he commanded his man tohclpe him and to nek, on 

till he had better luckc. This one example (if there were no other) were foffiaent 



tp condemn* &ut]Agao%^ Howltft tbeyvff 

& plentie, tha t they Ate nothing oafawfot a* fcrafl dauied this nw liriacke of 

knamem ib othere in wet«d otber?, «i b«*wft w ftwjl 1?<? /bewedv v r i • 
4 ■ v Fiift then, wherffw Anoeilwicjidottplylimnart ^^thelwnour of God to 

their men and woraea 64inw (# itvf^wrnic chc^^M htfb bm^ the audacious; , 
inipietieof the Gnathonicajl flawei^ra gf xhU Age, *lw they, h wc ii)flde no con- 

feience to ftile Princes with thc titlc* ^f GodsdittitlQ Awribntcs ^ a$ namely ; with- 

tUtoiMfifaerdM&Jlu*&nd& lhAhwthen ftjlftd?heir£mperot £Awf C^: 
fo haue they fty le<l Emperours arid Kiogsvintheladayw. N ay fom wp.coii^ to 
thispa(B v to call a mortcll man notonSyi^nr^OP^^ , butQwXffiamMtjt* 

And (at bne vice drawethonjirK>ther))they hftue further appliwl (fiftdry things 
fpoken of the etemallGod in holy wffcoftor taUroOQ, and hdHihonorcdtteh^ 

Widi like titles: wherof I could allege .iwifoW«^pJes,ifmy.«e»^ofis wohW 

pcrmit:bupl will content wyfelft &nhcprefen^ 

rum ttt arum prottge nti y GX ftcrifo. AnJdi W /// MtotiAH Mm* Of «^/«:whijchi 

remember lhaue ofteaheard thus applied .The laA time Iiheardthetn,w*s ftp|»* 
Lawyers moaith, pleading at the bamciv ■ i<>) )fi- niroit: f.i ' »* >ur... 
f Yet they reft not-fetceifor ^ey eteome now^belaft to a/$ly fundry te^ 

of Scriptuic to thc$^.of /tf6t«o4^ 

conditions,tag'and ragjAndas mcyibaucappUcd/ome$criptures>injcommcn.da- 
rion of thole whom thoylhonoredjfo haue they ap^Uc^ others toth^difgrace and 

defamation of thole w^ont they roaligoed : whenwW/^i^ hadl a no^ole fa 
cultie. And^vafly it is jioU vuJifeeJbuf tbfttbds intt*enri«d came fieft fiwmih vm m& 

that thoft/who in theiaigrtc o| King ffrVW w thefyty girded at the; liODds artd In- 
dies of thm(EJourt,Wi^(iuipsandiaj|<m$(hdw ,wefef ttfirwd 

vp in his (choolc* • > ?" i- - '.'? .• !i 1 • .•bnrjhx:'-! n./i \<\.v>*,,\« .».. Ji^ilw 
d But the wickddne&r of the damned fcriifc hath bene farte floater tof which 

Iort,this. Age bath hadi Iwd hath many euen at this day v For. ^ot fo much , a$ pet- 
cbmpinUmsibut can apptyrthc Sctiptdrfc;ro their drutichncflei) ;and behlchthcm 

out pfjheif 'fikhy maathoii • lit is tooi^^ll J<nd wnfcho w.dbcyi w&to wont tt^fty Sot 

enery glaifcoftwncthfly iipp'led ; o^*«r5«*W«Ww4^^ Cto^i^* ftmMfirtr 

8*m imnkAin iMfcctifirt wwii: : Ai1d <wfccri .thdy would (tgnifie: im iheii^aukw 
gu9>bUd^ba^(bmc.iv}ineiwas bettpr thcnothttfeiftey iandthat) if m>a$ fihe right; 

t bey iv^uW ky^*tp*ttocit*m+ kAott when\ theXc M notnpi!felk|uor in' thepfHV 

yoni meak-hiputhcdMonkes vftthhM^Mif^oibiss iydimtif ieteis, 

fpeaking of Monkes, the Abbotof by Cbartra comes to mvirmifldi Jtelfr 

wosc^oor«hegreatc^^Qld&is P» a 

sbneh^vvho^Quldi^em mueh^ 

^mi^oltea^ thofcii^odiottiof(iho£^ 
Butw*apfpeakelbfd^nj{ar<lls^^»^ 

ihey W*»e>fw eating ou^^^e^^l^the^Qnp^ 

« nlothcf waddeidvadd fecliiidipHJteaiaHtWr good^l^t^n^A^M^^ 

uit in import ftccitatu : which he learned (I take ixfrm iQmcjfiWtoSkqgg tjtt>fls 
honeft men as himfelfe. And cbin^iodfcUciws^ui^ themfclues 

fport with thefe words of S.P^St quit &ppof4i$^fiftMj>o»um oftu defdtrAt^ 




ZXltffibZk lrtb hthbtme* » /A* **/««» a/^MIedfflng it to infringe 
^ wto in thcrimc of the forefcid Preachers were wopr to fay, G«f fc£ *4 

™d to the ? own "poipofe : » om aunceftors, who enoniouUy expound* 
ward to r tic r P^F - „, m ,mu„ through ignorance toyncd wit 

Rut »mume tothofe who malicious wophane the holy word of Cod, lHaue 

SSrtmcn.ioned the places of &ipW,applie4>y (bine to whoredom 

onely of the p.o>ana,ion of Churcho M 

«ho made their bawdie bagaincs in diem^e might now take vpa ifirre more raft 

TndcHe"^ 

of ffincS prodigious diueliflr abhomina.iorw eucr watoM M, 

SS£L Chiians )** }Wj5S2£5£^fi£ 




SSSK Bu wto it to my cordiderationfe cnrle ReJdto ) hm 

%Zta£mM thev were, who during^rhe laft ciuill garloiles bAw.H 

^SSK^Snffl. rcHgion.began their 

Zl£h: SngUof puVofe ro fpite «d anger. them the more, fa that fto- 



V * ■ I • • I i . * ' 9 ' 



*t S 5faS£ pots me in mind of poteWM i***«£|«»^ 

A™. in J noints fuitinR mat of the fcwes in the Gofpell,when in fcoftog 

Sl&i, and faid, * M «* ^JT^ 

had mem on die hip,could not eontaine,bui wo«iU vpbntd them and ty«W*« 

I raphe? Wwhere he fiJrb. • . ^ 1 '. , ■ . 



h U be dihord 
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When they trie ont with fiubbumeihe'arts, 
' : • whereitthyGodthyUrdlx,.\> , . .,;!„..... , , • or/ .'->•, 

And another place: • •<; :••» 1 - u!.. ;; mn-iol A , - 

- • Wkfjhould } the heaihen fcorneitfay^ . { >..UU t .:* ' rtilnt.'jnj; 

where it their Ctd leconielu iu : 1 ^..Mr, • srjy/-., . 

Both Which bla iphemtes are much more tdllcrabie then the former } and thai for 
fundry reaions. • • ..<•; . ; ,.,-v/ •» : .. J , s v«uu*v.i..'../.i uj..-.^.- 

• p Morcouer, We fliall find the blafpheoiieslwhcreby they fc<ii¥canti&)ornf , 
dcrideand mock otihe wor/hipof Cod andf 'tvnc religion/ fyrtoort jWKwvnablc 
then the wickedeft blafphemiciof the prophanqft Pagans 10 the eatth.^dvfriiy 

I doubt whether the infernal! fiends can adde anything thereto. And yet tbfit e are 

none more welcome to moft courtiers then fuch companions ji as bejng^e/ifous 

to be inftru Acd by them, thinking it ncceflary thus to be <jualifiedithat*they may 
be thought throughly accomplimed in courfcKkebcbauiourr t as if , the wf y lor a 

man to braue it out with flouts and frumpcs»Weit to begin with Cod* Now blafr 

phcmeis are of two forts : Ibme arc flat Athctfiiftibo by^ni^/^^wjlj ncecjs 

be called Deifis (forfooth) in ipite<of all that 4vake again/l it ; and verily: J danc 
giue my word for them ,that they are nohyj4oerites,but ipcakeas they thioke*. 

thcrSjUotwithftanding the gnawing wormc of an accufine coniciertcc, coOrcrfct 
themfelues to be Athcift. And whereaiibmo AthtiJltbonKQc that they arc much 

grieucdjbecaufetheycannotbeleeuethatthercisaCod.thefecontrarilyarehalfe 
mad at themfelues,becau(e they cannot obliterate this principle and pcrjwafion 
out of their minds ;and for that their conicicncc doth checkc them when they de- 

nic his holy prouidence. The Itdii/m Lord,Who l&mttg his countf ey to dwpjl in 

Franee t m&. died in the warres of a piftel (hot^ may Svcll be tne.ring-lea^es-of the 

dance ; for whereas others (now ready to giue vpthe ghoft) commended thcn> 
felues to God ; he defired his friends that came fovifit him, that they would com* 

mend him to the King, and tcllhimthathe had'bft a^oodteruant. He often acr 

knowkdged (as I heard it reported by his owne familiar*), that he defired to be. 
lceuc in God,as others did, but thathe could not. Andyet for all this his great de- 
fire,it was his only delight to belch out fuch fearfoll blalphcroios againft God and 
his holy truth,that thole of lulian the AfoUatt may (in coparifbn;) ieeme to be but 

fmall. For (to omit fundry of his other gracious fpceches) he was not afbamcd to 
iay,that God dealt vniuftly when he condemned mankind fora peece of an apple: 

and that he had learned nothing in the new Teftamet,bUt that ifififh was a (imple 

fellow in that he wasnot icalous of his wife 5 him (elf being lo.ojdiand me 10 yqngp 

Thus much for the firft kind. Ofthe fecond (bit of AthtiJls t \vUo by reafooof the 

fting of cohiciencc wherewith they are 10 di(quieted,are contained to acknow- 
ledge a diuine power and prouidence,we haue fundry examples; for thoie Cour- 

ticrs,who in the raiene of the French King Henry the fecond , faid, They fobwd 

in God, 44 the King Seleeued 5 hut if he heleeued hot in hint, neither, wu/d they. : are by 

their owne confelTion to be regiftred in this roll .• But whererfliall we place thole 

vile varlcts who fhamc not to fay, They bckettein the King wi the ^ueene^mpther^ 
snd'know none other beleefe?Ven\y it puts met6 a pjufrge to inUeuta nameanfwe* 
rable to their naturc:I meanc a wordfuniciemly emphatical to expte0e .their wic- 
kednes.Bu t for want of a better they may not vnfitly be called thrift acatrftd 4+m> 

nedt^itheifit, •:. tJ. w ,.: 

10 I come now to thofc hel-hounds of the damned ct u e, ; who notcontent 

to belch out their blalphcmics among their mates (companions like tt?cmfc|ue*J 

H 'or 



74 



THE FIRST BOOKE 



knowctb not that tnis age ™ r » difcoutfcs < orwlW « Peptone 



qcoccin Bmtienturc dcs rcrncrf w« 4 ^ / X'&Th,. m-uk* toe know) which 

ihcfc wrtos aimed 5 / M ^Xff^X .ime wit* faalant d.fcoutfe. 

driue iway mefcmcholike dumps,and £afle *'"'^ f ^^na q uiM,which 

Bm indeed and ^f^*^^^^^ & «£* *V 
d,cy «ft forth againd .he W"f^^£ £ ^ aofc by mpcrftitious 

fu/crcdthemfcFuB to be abufed , and l«« , j/fc, ^French 



fuffcrcdihcmrelues to waDuica , " „ ^ (as jt is in , he French 

PrieM) andby A* meancs ^*2So3K religion k fdtc.Fot *t di- 

nroueAc) that bf°^£*g* "Xafiiv appeatc , that it was their mainc 

ligcnt pctufingof thetf ^^i^SS^o teach thcRcadereof their 

no othcrwife then wicked X««/;»was i that 
be petfwaded of bts P roul "™^" u in vainc . j,,, w hat ocuci wc teade m 

whatlbcuer a man beieeue, b,bcM«ue,h « «me • * « w 

Scripture of ctcmaH Ufe,* wtttten for ho o* ^? ^ ncaning h l t . n and the latt 

to feedc them with vamc hope ' ^"T^KfioJfte thole where- 

iudeememdenounced^ 

wit? wc terrific yong chddren , mat ang ™«" d ft^'by ,hc braine of 

bnl-begger : to»^^*£^^,SS^ftEto at this day.tea- 

m an, ^^.^i^^r&^teX-e not as yet plafne A- 

thrifts, butonely ' n * nin 5 **S,Wmfitians. Forasfickcpatients.not- 

of God, as fide men ^-^^^^^tenHnctW good, 

wi ,hftanding ,he^ 

and not what the Phiiman \\ nan prciu , j ^ d j morc 

b ^^^ctS^ "cle ' * ' . 




e- 



ncration or m»» , .i,.,,„i, t h,ir ronfeiences chcckethcm neuer 

ucd to go on in their them withconfent 

fo m«ch,yet could wifl. w.th ^*«^ffi^oW««« 
thereof : and therefore labo.n f bv aU mm Swh„eof doth drew them .he 
and krtowlcdgeof GcJ out of m nds 

lendnes of their Hues. And Ithey ' ^ ' " 0 ' , 0 feboole tothe fore- 

to come to the period ^'g^S^^i, i.ten by <h P fe two 

faid Doctors . To conclude , .he ^es "men " | 100 k(slayd 

^fS^ffiS^wd^^ «hc feare ot God: being 
to catch fuch fimplc foules as m nor w g fugercdouer 
fomuch thcfW>*hard.> tobc efpied.by tow mu<" y ^ 

with merry concelts.de kghwg ^SS^I^Uiwft be admo- 

*f ? 8 ? tS^ffl^^ft?*W Atheiftvhey are the leffe to be 



gte themfelucsthercin 



CHAPTER iXHJI. 71 

ii ButwtatfliaU wcfayofP^'/^ 
1 know not what conceit others may haue ofthem $ for m.ine owne partfto fpeake 

that which I haue often faid) fince I was acquainted w«h f ojUk tlaf 



phemics, partly from his owne mottth,and partly by his writingSvAarid hadjfcen 



y filly foulcsdcluded and bewitched Vy thei^tlhaue not a little wondcripd 

why any man fliould mar iicll thax Mtfow* could w»> fo niany co^ptrics 6c king- 
domes to his fbnd fancies,and doting dromes . For .» it not much mo*e Change 
that PT/^f/^/preachiiTg in the ftce of <hc Vn^ 

ycare5ago)that an old beldame (whom he call$ his mother ^IjtpMmp. 
all women,as Chiift did all mcn,(hould find fo many difciplesjthen thtt Mthtmct 
(liould make the world beieeue that men onely went ro hcauen ,and npt woaifpt 
If Poftcl had preached fuch fooleries,I fay not to*he citizens of fytt, butto the 

fimpleft fots olAuiMgne or the. rude A ofemmsx not to learned met) , but to filly 

idiots, which could fcaicc tell their fingers^ W.fincc the tram and ttinkets of po* 



pimmimpcriesweredifcouetedj b^whaeftmc^ 
perftirion wasimoregroneand palpaWe then tbapflf^gypt (wbich^ man might 
haue felt (asit were) withhis finger): yet, mighty well wonder how euer it w^s 

poiTiblethat fuchdiuelifli doariocftowld find entqftainmenc. How muchmore 

then,that itlhould not onely be entertaW>bw highly cftcemed , cfpccjaUy in 
that citie which hath this lpne time bragged, and do* euen at this prefent, tobc 
theflowerof all i'r^and the onely paraflpn ^r^crof t rue riches , fuch as 
arts and feiences arc . But fo me may here haply reply ^ndiay,mat tlwugh manv 

went to heare him in fuch multitgdcMha; forge yc*y thr,on£ & prcflc of people 

they were in danger to be fmothered fyet^t^qt provable he mould haue^ny 
difciples or followers, except fome of the fimpleriott. * To wbicW anfwer (and 
that confidently,^ knowing it to be a moftccrtaine truth) tlia^hc gaue/ucharc- 
lilh. to his words, that he made many men otherwife learned and wife.tofauout 
them, who before they had heardnimi fcprned ^.and deride4 themasthefon- 
deft impietie and fooliOicft foppery in # world . $ urthy , this wicked wretch 

not content to vtter thefe bis monfti^Ufb¥phe^ic$!in pnuate to fuch as retorted 

to him , hath fet them forth. in prin|{, and therefore is in thefluniberof thofe ot 
whom we now fpe^Wowbeit \ c^pnot well tf 11 whether a n^an may find in any 
ofhis bookes cer taine fprwhes wbfcMw vuct;^ in th?fraite atrwfee in my hea 



..., ftJ w .4in the hearing(#?ndiy 
& aVolute religion indeed Ae muftcp^ 



and Turcizmetand tbattherc wc^^^ tnc ^ 
W4»tfx\m were well confidere4 , Yt® mfmg*f&: Jhat our age ftiiu 
paOeth all the former^ wel inMpfeniies a? inpt^er.vjlantes^ (bMbmm {,§y, 
not proccedingof ignprance^s iivfprnicrtlme,but of acan^ma hcious mind 

againftthcknowntrutbOHowca^thjs^m^f^ 

in band wjllnot permit me to ria«|^^«»fiwito 

way s thamis,becaufe the diuellfeeingbttnrejfe |m^.4ndam^ auaulted 

then befbre,providcs himfelfeof more,l u?WJf , 4^WH c */TO rr 



For whileftblindneffean^ 

his former forces were (MMMbt ^^SP s S^l^f^ *PW • n ^ W he 

doth s bcingdaylywc^Medby*,e;^ , ; , . -x 

n , I proceed to an^er y%WM ^who (WingMpmc as 



ttmwd bis blafpnenuq*as wo4x ( !9,% h * ^A? tfi W « .# 



print i-M I M dpfirp him no«Q »fc WWflf? ptefun>^tp name M«?^T 



Ha ing 



j6 



TH£ FIRST BOOKR 



I 



WitlHi.ch fcatfnll bla^^ 

amfmkgi Hg» . And no ™«^^£*r in .he beginning othU 

hand and mark to cucry 'W^^i^™ brffaKatoSb* & bht 

book may teftihe: a thing fl «kc ? TV £ ft Z, ken of but with thofc ta- 

hemics ate not once to be compmd wri i Atfel ^ hau ' cflKWod how ,hc 

her mentioned in ^^^^K^Mftw was come to this, 

audacious impicuc of ftwmng j^^^Sr^of&idtahflly Scrip- 
t „ apply the ^*'^MSKt&li»«^ Ic ? uin 8 

ture.to mono 1 men . Butlw '"Xcthcmas'thcydercruc. He therefore inten- 

them to the Headers d.fcret.on » p «™«mcy ^ twcencthe Pt0 . 
ding to (hew t! tat there is an abr f" c ~" *™ g'X „te) and the Prmch Kings Se- 

phS of God (who were ^^^rfW he ap- 
crenncs/mtn/rf.^. At ana c cicarkcs.as being chofen by 

pointed other Secretaries (which may ° c ce , wWdl infpct^linimM 

Ln.orresin.edmthcbookeolhsdumep^ 

,vcre called ^^r SS who m then to come, 
jhem depem ng vpon .tan ^^S^^^^ 
but now is conic. And in mat ' 01 ' ' "" . „. . h p mc manl ,cr that other 

inrolled and rcgiftied vndcr the tag M ™^ iik bein? firft>an< l his 

Secretaries ate regiftred m thchenehK Wi. bte ite , Rt ite 
Chancellor next. And a '"''"^SSSof Gods word : £ my 

i„ the third place , as pen-man ^ is , he third in the Kings. 

Lord Scci-ctaryandgreat Mima ^ is the Sccrc . 
And fomewha. after , like vn.o w ^^S^hUAeftofhtt 
,ary Or*,wto bang Lord .* left ^ X^ceeeded the Prophet and Secretary 

,,/jUin fundry things. / ^^ifZ^t^^^ natiuitie confe- 

$■ W , borne of an old and batten woman , K»n conKm wit h 

crated vnto ,God , an honeft vp ng>t and fin „e £0 ^ , 
his owoc cftatc, who hucd t,ll he « as vciy jftrcd jn ,h c Kings»ecords, 

Secretary to the King,and anacmcfttrf tl emj ,is regm & £ And ^ 

in a higher rank then any ^^/^T^S^m^ t^fMvm 
ginningafterwards to d.fcou.fc of fel.en o ^^^j^^aI. 

vifi.ee! by the fpcciall 2«^od * -g^'^ dnd mate' And 



uangclilts arc ngurca via. ^^-'TT. ^ ]mc had grc3tcr employment 
then the reft- in rcfcmblancc 01 the roure icw _™ u _ j ^ ^ ; n Rout- 



Mairters ofthe RequeftS, (irnamcd (if I tell them in ofder) 



who in copanfon may be cimcd Ptopl » «»"V! S •£> ^paw 

«ries,as .« 
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is the goodly inucntion oF our archicca of thejin.uw.ci Wc toy?$r$>y which-hejibin- 

kethhehathplaydtheman 4 andwonne the field as wc fay . Now let *e tyea,der 

iudgewhethet I accufed hira Wrongfully ^of blafphemy or not « And verily \f he 

would takeany council, I would aduUchim tp|eaue this diwplifli difcourfciolitof 

hisbooke in the next iraprcifioai M he wrong sndfhame jijany honcft raen 4 

wlioni hc(perhaps) tliinketh he doth greatly graccand honour thereby. 1 would 

further let his maftcrfliip vndctftand againft the fecond impteffion , t|iat there is 
no fuch Prophet in the Bible as Virdtix but that pet is CasJ^iay fay ) tho Epi- 
theteor firname oiSemeiai as when we fay -Frond* theflole^z raeane not two di- 
ftin^vt pcrfons,but one and the fame man, the word fiek fcr uing oncly to defcribe 

the laid Fraticu by his proper Epithet 

i$ Another kind of blafphemic publifhcd in print by tlitjfc goodly «utfcor$ 

remaincsyct behind jfarrcftranger then the formcrrfo that hewhich wi! not gram 
any of them to be proper and peculiar to this age> cannot but confitfc tha^t&M a 

grces vnto Itquarto tmk (as Logicians fpeakc) I mpane the manner of ptanflatin 

v/ed by Sebaf idn Ctplidn in turning the Bible jn?fl Fftnch$Qi : wheras he /houj 

haue fought out the graueft words apd phrafes.fi«ingfowor%a fubie^j^tw 
plainethat heftudiedforabfurd, bafe and beggerly words s a; Icaft wife fuch as 

would rather ftir the fpleene,and prouokc the Readers to laughter,then giuc th^m 
light to vnderftand the meaning of the holy Ghpft* Tor cxampl^whcrc S James 
m th,chap.2 . v. i^GlorUtur miferwdi* admfm i#lkim s in ftcad of tra n fla ting it 
word for word (as others haue done) UWercie ghrm (or $n(ujts) ouer Judgement, 
he turncs it thus, Mifermrde fait Ufauc * iugenuftt^ that is, UKercy bids iud&ement 

hffi her taile. Giue me that graue C4ttf,or fower K<r#fi/y/^who in ftead of weigh- 
ing ^pondering this text of fo great importance , (sinkeepehiKouritcnance.ac 

the firft view of this Co trim a tranflation; and con/idqring the mccrc malice of rho 
tranflator (who hunted after triuiall words taken from tnc taucrnc> of purpofc to 

expofe fuch (acred niyfterics to fcornc and dcrifjpn) will not be olfcnded witii 

fuch a prophane fellow, if he haue but the lcaft dramme of deuotion or fparke of 

xeale in his heart. The like he hath done in pther ( pla$e^ , as who lift to trine a- 

way the time in pcruling that worthy worke,fl>a)l ca% percciue.>Jeithcr b^rl] he 
onely made his worfliip merry in vtfng tapftcr% tetmcsan<l phr^>but hqth tar 
ken to himfelfc more then Poetical! licence in caliing^icr mierefc^me^ th^4 
fack-wfe(&why vrienbout'^ 

his wiues nofe s whom the Latins call pe/lex (borrowing it ftpm^Greck tongue, 

as the Grecians haue done from the Hebrew) a.nite;*W^ 

compound * Auant-feM y fire-skin : . forarwfffijk^ 

'f For 
Lord of R o 



inumcijed, EmpeMM'k dinned ;. v a^d^ing q^vtffonq with, ffiiy 

hefird. In a word, there is no* fo muc^« Fwi .Wfi r qf\J<> fam4 w 

roufe, which he hathnot vfed in this tranilation^tefllis wwtiwfe tMbthQifir 
uell inucnted in thefedayes, toinfringp the a,mjiQMn^ of ttf?S?«f wcjibwhfit 

Godofbisgoodnciretookcordcrforitbcttmts^m^ 

(of whom there wasonce great hoiMfJ tOfpn<ton^rofelifeiHathWs »<vw^e 

jnouth 5 and to let the WPtld fee with ftfaafnirit hc^^S^pan^r^VyN^fe^ 

I come to the fecond thing that I ptoppundeq^p/paJt^ 
bricnV faeisfie fuch as may haply ^ 

word bkfpfatnyxhs which ( 44if©) ' inatthe Qtedfiw^^t^i^accorduig^ 

Ws true Etymology) figrifc iaWait ot ^ bIem)j(hA»n f fa 91 h m ft Ipans good.iwme 
(as if a man mould fay toM«r&> Mit* fr***'UWr*hfl W<>^. whicj) Jrhauefyan- 



ib/urd in 
ncb,at 
Rcmifts 
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Ldd It h»rt\w\ Co is commonly taken in prophane authots: albeit in holy Sot- 
^toSS^AehoooitMd gloryof the higheft M»eft.ftNo W ^ueafon 

lS2 a King (who is buta mortall man , and whofebreath is in h.s 

King of K ings and Lord of Lords.thc immoitall and the eternal God.muit need, 
*T Then'mtlling that we are to intreate of, is of curfing or imprecations. 

And* I taSJS M away the time in reckoning vp the fundry taofn*- 
anons and curfa vfed at this day (a thing both tedious and odious to ahofc that 

Sue but the leaft graincof graccor godlinefle:) fo neither will I buficrny lelfc m 
SffiS rriuialfand common imprecations which hue no tacke >rt 
Zm to fatisfie the furie and rage of many ruffians , except they be eucr coining 

ofTe'w . MM* to ll.cw, that as Uch-men 
formesof brauingandbearding'their betters from ItAtm (thinking (bellkt)ttott 

owne co unm Jo barren of this herbe grace: ) fo haue they nor beneafhamcd to 
Sw^ 

kAmm. Albeit in molt places o?/«/y,Te vmg/l mkmi and a ™ 
*„ MmMH rcotnu'lnulMm are accounted but /mall »"d peine 
hnnrSs Andthffc putmeinmindofavcrypleafaMftorie fating fitly to 

Kfic?» 

VtsTh <s7„4 in the Church of 5. Michttl BtrtM.Kxy dcuou.ly for a long 

time- iTch ft a ti me before it early in the mo ^&.*™f^*% 

Sdinary prayers, he began in this fort , Glm, > S*» Gmmm ImedttHa « 

fLl> This was rhc prayer of that deuout tayfa. Now here it is to be noted, hat 
ft* J «b vC atk of the pariflr ( who ha/fundry timesobfemed htm kneeling 
nLonvinR in this fort, dcUrtstodircouerthis%t,andtoknow whatfpee- 

chel P he vfi-S o the Image) hid himfclfc behind rhe Altar «Mta the Image fend. 
She mi»ht heare Sept aicr which he made.Hc then anfivermg <o theperfon 

TlZ'rntrrm miming, JdtimM « «'«*< "M P , 

i^ZrheZkr exieding glad of this anlwcr, went home , andfalednot to 

l^hencxS 

Su^ I* M.itin S ,and dohe'his deuotions.to put SaintW** in mtnd ofh.5 prp- 
tttfe S S-* Oimnm^ ti frie S > dt m mfim Ufrmfr . that is, 

rintoWscxtenfwhb'miffed m5t to come ogaine to make an end f*>fa«)**; 
ffiffiff** mm **■«*. The tailer-hearing .%rOle vp^hgj^* 

SSnefl Wcke,7nd Either kneeling ^"^8^*^^ 

-iSS, n y notfe much as vailing his bonnc(,began in iMs fort ^ 

Zf The Slrttf ett anlwerto;> fyhM** BifW 

not rcf«ine,but chrfed him with theforefaid curfe , whwh put me its *tad rite • 

4 4 



CHAPfER. xirir.! # 

ftoric: telling him withall>that it not of late th jVhci had had a wicked tongue/ 
and chat therefore Herod cut ofFhis head. But I will here aUedgehis 6 wne words,' 

not altering fo much as the Orthography t sUcolmdufni^cPitUmiU PtfyuAtht 
Vioudk.Tu nodiccfti mridltn chtmakjfr ptrhtitapefim Hhgmiifi tgfttaglfsti 
elcafo tU H erode. And ftiaight after Hsif Mtumn baimro elytn dictfi to ha t'htU 

domandatauofono venule qui adadtrarii ds vinticiH^e 4mif pfo Jtinti ho r»4t cUtt 

impaccio alcummai to tiftometto cbe ikti fiu el ritorntro \ peatrtL Which hiftoric 

(recorded by the Lord Piero di Cofmo di Medici) I was the more willing here to 
relate, to (heW how thefe filly foulcs ( who are euen blind and brutilli in their fu- 

pcrftitions) vfe this holy language in reuVrigingthcmfelues of the Sainw as well 

» J as ofothew. We in Ftotoo haue tertahie curfes proper and peculiar tooUrlan- 
guage, as Italians and other countries haue to theirs . For thiscutlpvftdby tho 
forefaid Preachers* Admnes diabolo*iAdtrigintainilUAboks>^ a kindiof 
copper Latin call in the mould ofthe French phralei for French-menare wont to 

hcape vp diucls by many thoufand cart lodes togethciyis when they fkyjeledmnt 

a t rente milk chart ees dc Diablet t ou qu at ante: Let thirtie or for tie tbomand cart hades 

of diucls take him. And here confider what long cuftomc can do:for Michael Me- 
not (oneoftheforefiid Preachers) dodvfcthcr thfc phrafe vpon Saint Paul. His 
words are thefe,^/./^. Saint Paul hearin g that a wicked wretch had committed 
fornication jfaidprefcntly, I giuchimduertoalltHediuelsinhell. SanSltts Pau- 
la audiens quod quid am miferrimus form cat tu ftteratjlatim dixit y Et cum do ad om- 
nes diahlosi which is yet fomewhat rihdti?t6!lerable then that which he recordeth 
ofone oif thetwo harlots iwhfth came 1 ' to pleade heftreKing^^, that (he 
mould [vrcatcbyhttfahJol.47.Alf^ mens 

quern teneo\ quare tuum vbi volueris'tty/kinilU camera werberabatitfi nidtuo. Dixit 
altera, tunon habtbis ferfdem meamMiu^ejrc.ntff^meyuntadRt^ S'alomont. 

&c .By this the Reader may fee whetner I had not iuift caufc to fay>mat that which 
he fathered vpon S./»^/was more toIlerable 5 (eeing it is only falle mformaythem 

(his is fayeboth in forma and inmaima* u.) .... ..> j t ; . ' 

^i$ Nowas^heirh^ationswhereWith meK are wont to curfe one another^ 
are morcVfuall at this day then euer they were in'tormer timejfo. thefewhich tb^y 

vfe in curting themfefues, are nolerte frequertt'i^wHen they bequeath them* 

fellies to thcdiuell (fomcadde bodie and foule^ AtWftdalI;)<>rwhen they fay^I 

would I might ncuer come in heaiien^cc; which'iiWs'mc in mind of that which 

lobfcruedonccatr«wtt, how the eleclldn of OffiCefi. being made .by pliltti 
lirie of voices (giuen by cafting of bullcts,as the marftfer i^) fome of the cb|ttpei 
titorsbcing elc(Stcd,and fomeixriccled^hc tuftowe'^that all Ofthem,eucn thofc 
alfo thatare disappointed and fruftrate of theirfor^a'rfiey expedbtion,thank the 
gentlemen as they come'forth: who to kecpe cdrre^onec withiliem, befprinklc 
them with Court holy water , and tell them onff atoinothcisdrtat they are' very 

fory it was not their good hap to be ele&cd to fiY^ and that it 

was not their fault. And not contenting themleluetfWith theft Ample infinuations 
and proteftations , one v/eth this imj^ecatfOh,aqbfhw that : ottefaithySeViomt 

MYdifMrnK^ 
mieipmiiMxM 

A fixtlsenojbt me vegna ilcancakmt witlvwha 1 r oortfoierkenidft of them citefc 

tfiemfeldes m this fort/Imakc th^ 

the cOnipetito« wereke'clcd^h^ternVndt; 'wkko it k Mt tfbWvoic&> dmk 

for thcm;abd nbt fbnl^ tothtt : ^ 

H4 which 
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whieh ehcv bind withfuch fearful I imprccations,we mgft heeds fay that they gaue 

■StonTfe cuilLtakcs away the fenceof cuill in whole or in part : . which h- 

ISSSteJSKepi^ too truc.efpecially in thefc daycs.whcte n men take 
r^! in .S,rvUf vouth(not yci of ycarcs tp dilccmc bctwccnc good 

"'rhctctctMincthyctanother.kind of curling a mans felfe, as horrible 



fafliK 

id 



the Court: / WW Id I might, lit wHhf»d 



ZmUL is paramount to all die former in all forts of fi U nes : fo I'linccs Courts 
I SeeS X places : and yet (that 1 may no, doprmc Italians of the* 

ZSrt common in FrJc^ and other countries of Chnftendomc, 



t 



* 
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Of theft sand robberies (ommitted at tbU day* , 

Eftrc I entcrdifcourfc of thefts and robberies,? am to 'i^diec 
tontle Reader)togiucmeleauc toprcmifcthtsmo.t^efac^that 
X Aaedo fo far Lei and gobeyond tbeformer in otberkmcks 
f toueVit dothil much more in this of 
^fel l<or I dart i boldly affirmc,that if a man would make a narr ow ilea, eft 

of thofc good Wlowts who take w ithout ternc) ft .common ' an ^«" 

he Sfindthat there are (a.moft) as many 

jn old time there were theeues. The reafon hetcq 

all other vic« require* moft w.t.whercn this age fore excefe ^gwi»" 
may iudge of the rrcc by his fruitsOwhence it is .that the ^JZ. 
h tml tdftealebv thcirTawcs, fo they were not taken an .che Now ttus ^""^ 

complaint was taken vp long ago 



# ' * v * ' 



I ■ 



</< babeat qasrjt nemo Jed fiportet habere. 

That is* • in 



J 



And it is an old Upd auncicnt fay ing. 

^ hm 't bonus odor ttc re qultbet 

Tbatis 



• T 



r 



jfrim ta/A /*£<M faueurjjowfieuer gotten 



K they liaue a Wer will, fo haue thcygrcater skd.For as 

v£en&med with il^^t^A^*^ !! ^^ ! ^&^ 

be holdcn.ih the : firft place lhat he «*^*f W 

which tliey can *!lenougli-|.ut in praaift when occafiqn let ties r . Bflt? B » <W 



1 



CHAPTER. >XV. .'■ Si 
iuc profited by all theirprcdeccflTorsbiuentionsjand thereto hauc embloyedthc 

rcateftcuriningandsk.il they haue.Koma'ru^lithcfffdicif thetc haucoene Ionic 
iftcrs in all ageSjWho haue followed the dccii patio" fnh thetfeiwas neuer j/totf man 

be found but fought out lomc means to Hueif^ihat maby^vHen aUomcilfailcdj 
haue liued Vpon the fee-limple ofoheir wits , and bctakervthetiifolucsto this eafic 

occupation, as to their laftrcfuge.Bm how isjit (may fomc 'fay) chat gixxn. theeues 

mould euer cfcapeA pettie theeueseo to the-potf or l-athdr^accdrding to.the old 




ying)that thegreatcr fliould hartg the lcflc?Tho<quef1ion (*ftie tHiaks)t*eafily 

fwcred if we coniidcr that a petty pilteic hathnot whci'cwlth toftop his-aiccu(ers 
mouthiwheras great onesare ncuer with Hit their fleeues ful of gags.l'orl remem- 
ber that pinatel{ who was firft executed by ordcrtoflaw in thep«rlOn of his pWlurc 
(if I may fofpeake; and after in his owne petfon) told me anid iiertame Others at 

Gtnkd (vvhither he was flcd>*VtHat he doubted ii*>t bur to wtfbncilfe himfirlfc to 
the King aoaine,b^ mcanes of the high Sherin^\\fife(whoilwi , ddl>tainedihe c6n- 
filcation of his goods Jin that he had a goodlyffcfont > wher^with to bribe her (be- 
mle? the value of the confilcation) and yet rcmaine richsnlltolife afrcri'i>*lot- 
witHftanding I denie not but that great theeuw atetiow and then brought tp the 
gfllldWes as well as pettie theeues ; but this hard hap commonly befa Is i thole; vn^ 
thrifts, ' who hauing brought their twelue-peikc to tunc-perice^ and their niine- 
pence to nothingshaue not wherwith they may cither ftop the mouthcs,or ereafe 
rhe frfts of their accufers. For tiuiny (wc know) who clime 'toohaftily, rallasfo- 

dairily i thofe efpecially who haue to dcale with Princes treafures , which are (as 
Frenchmen fpeake) fniet k U fince\ that is, eajie to be purloined . Whereupon 

King LM the elcucnth vfed a very pleafan*«Onebit.* ! for looking vpon a pecee of 

tnpiilrie,whcrcin a ccrtainc noble man (who from a very meane Cleark of the Ejc- 
chcquer,was aduaneed to great place, cuen WbeLordTreafiirerof Frame) had 

pourcmitcd the ftcpsartd degrees Whdreby hc^ad afcehded ftfifrt the bottome of 
bafenefTe to the height of honour, himfelfe rcpreferited fitting on the top of For- 

iiines whedc- told him he might do well to faftcn it Wich'a good (Irongnaile, for 
feare led turning abouMt broughthim to hisformcfeftate agaitiftvhich was truly 
pronlieded of him , as the euent fliewed nor l^aft^r . And verily not onely 
prear Lord* who areaduanced to fueh high honob i but gcirerally all Courners, 

and fiich as haue any dealing in Princtt'j.fTairesi dtiglit al wayes to fcmcmbcrthc 

fimtlitu.de vfed by Potybiutj/iho edpareth Courtiers toeounters.For as they (land 
fometime for ten, fomctimefor an hondrcd , fometlme for a thoufand^ and ll)mc- 
times aeaine for one onely, as it plealethltie Auditor to place them ; fo CoUit lets 
(as the toy takes Princ&in'the head ) are honored ot di fgraced ^Buanced or de- 
bafed in a moment . / And this iftlCy haue as proper and peculiar vnto them 



when they haue vfed theih as fp(»ges to drinkd Avhat iuiecthey can from the 
poore people , they take pleafure afterwards to ^rif.g,mem put: into their owne 
cifterneV. But to rerurrte to the diftin&ion of ei^it dttd pettie theeUes.lt is a thing 
very remarkible,and proper to this age (at leaftwife iA this reh>c<ft ,that it is more 
practifed) that greeat theeues rob the lefTe , as gr^tfimes deiioure theyoflg frie. 
But my purpole is here onely to lj>eake of pettie theeues -l meanefuch as commit 

qualified robberies.ahd Whom theckeeutione^graceth by putting a haltcrabout 

their tieckes (where there is any factor fbtrtle of iufticej which afterwards lehicth 



them ib ftead of a ruffe 



2 To begin therefore with pilferers and theirpettie larcenie;'fee a ftratigft^e. 

•c now lately ihiicnted, how fined that nations with theirtuggling mckes 

1 . , frequented 
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frequented from, there haue bene many cut-purfes found di/guifed like gentle- 

menyca fomcwhohaue bin hanged with their chains of gold abouttheir necks: 
which I remember I heard reported of him whom King Francis the fitft hanged 

for iueling away the Duke or TQucrs purfc in his prcfcncc. And ccrtaine it is,that 

their iertm whereby they maintaine diemfelues,and keepe correfponcy each with 
other was ncuer in fuch perfe<5tionta prcrogatiue which they hauc abque the grea- 
reft Princes in the world, who becaufc they cannot cante, are euer dcuifing new 
charaaers: which notwithftandine arc often defcried cuen by thofc from whom 
they labour to conccalc them: whereas thefc noble cut-purfes (ncuer burying 
thcmfelucs fo much)haue fo enriched their canting and gibbridgc(efpfccially now 
of late) and are fo expert thercin,tliat they can chat and chaffer one with another, 
withoutfearc of being defcried by any/aue thole of their owne profeflion. As for 
flciehts and fubtikics, cuen rfflm himlclfc (who read a pubhkc Ic^urc to thole 
of his time) might learnc more of the craft (I meane moc fcates of hlchery and 
cunning conueyance ) of the mcaneft fcholler in his fchoole then euer he knew 
in all his life : yctldcnicnot butthathewas a notable expcrtfellow inhisprokl- 
fion and of a ready wit: for it becometh not a citizen of Pari* to fpeake other wile 

of his worfhip.But fince our cut-purfes (or fnatch-purfesOhaunted thefc Juggling 

Gipfics(thc Italians) and learned their.trickes of cunning conueyance , we mult 

needs confcflTc that there hauc bene ttranger feates of agilme fccnc,thcn euei be- 
fore. I take the word cut purfes in a more general! acception then the proper fignt- 

fioition will permit h namely for all fuch good fellowes as can play jo well at fall 

and ioofe,with their fine fcates of pa fc and repafc; , that without offerings man 
the lcaft violence in the world,*hey can iuggle the mony out of his purfe,and make 

it palTe into their ownc . For examples French-man newly aniucd at Vemce (a- 

boutthirteenryearesago) lodging in an Inric called the Sturgeon, was told by an 
Italian (who lay in the lame houfe) that it was not fafe foraman inthatcountiy 
to flic w his mony: and therefore counfcllcd him that ifatany time he did weigh 
his gokJ,or tell any mony jhe mould not do it openly as he was accuftomed , but 
fhould locke himfelfc in his chamber. The Frcnch-man taking this aduct tifement 
as proceeding from a fimple honeft mcaning,thanked him heartily , and thcrupon 
tookeacquaintanceofhim. TheIt^ian(notlongafter)hauingefpiedhtopoTta- 
nitte,camc vnto hitn,and told him that if he wold change French crownes for Pi- 
ftolcts,hc wold gladly exchange w ith him : and whereas (ci uoth he)your crownes 
will go here but for finglc Piftolcts, I will giuc you fomcthine oucr and abouc in 
exchange . The French-man anfwerirlg, that it was the lcaft courtcfie hecould 
fliew him:hc defircd him to remember what he told him the other day , concer- 
ning the clofc keeping of his mony • whcrcfor^quotji he) I thinke it not amifle 
if we take a paire of oares, and carrying a pair of bajtenccs with vs, row vp and 

downc the great.channcll,and there, weigh bur crownes .The French- man anfwe- 
rcd,that he was ready to do what he thought good . The next dav therefore they 

tookc a paire of oarcs, where when the Italian had weighed the Frcncb-mans 
crownes (the better to colour hisknauer y)he put them in his purfe and pocketed 

them vp;and making as though hchad bene fcck'mg for hisPiftolcts which he was 

to giuc in exchange , he cau r cd the waterman (to whom he had formerly giucn 
the watch word) to land his boate. And becaufc he landed in a place where there 

were many (liortand narrow laneson cither fide,the French- man loft my gent!e- 
marnn a trice ; neither hath heyct (I fuppofc; heard any newes of him,nor of his 

hundred oowncs.My (elf came to the Inne three or fourc dates after that pageant 

' was 
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was played. Another marking a French-man putting his purfe into his bofomc 
and after taking a paire of oarcs to crofle the water v(an ordinary thing at rcnice' 



.„ped in after him with fuch violence that he caufcd the boate to leanc lb muc 
on the one fide,that the French-man fel into the watehwhere leaping in prefendy 

aftcr,he pulled him into the boate againe 3 yct not without pulling his purfeoutof 

his bofome by the way • which he did fo nimbly,that ihe panic perceiucd it not, 

till it was paft recouery : and fo the Italian departed with a thoufartd thanks, and a 
purfc to put them in . Anothcrvfed more fpecd, for gaining that a Scorpion was 

gotten into his backe,hc tptreated another Italian to lookc it he could cfpie it 5 in 
the meane time iuggling his purfe out of his pocket . And here I may not omit 
a like trickc of conueyance which another Italian played with a French gentleman 
newly come into Italy with odtt de &/M,Embafladour for the French King at re- 

nice-, tor as he was in his Innclooking vpon two cheating Italians playing at cards 

(who were partners^ appeared afterward) one of them faining that he had loft 
all his mony,and had nothing left but certainc peeccs ofgold,at which his fellow 
refufed to throw,becaufc they were not weight • he intreated the French-man to 
lend him a few crownes for them : who had no fooner drawnc his purfe, but they 

fcattered all his mony$ and marking on which fide of rhc table it fell, blew out the 
candle. We might well admit into this, focictie a Sergeant of Parts (whofc goods 

had bene diftraincd and fold to the very ftra w ofhis bed ) who going by a Gold- 
fmiths {hop, caft fand in his eyes , and hauing fo done, put as much gold into his 



boxe as he thought good.But 




purfes ; how a&iue& 



nimble(may we rhinke) were they which cut fortic or hftie before they could be 
defer ied* What lay I forty or fifties Nay I hauc heard of one of this thecuifh trade 
borne at Bourgot ,chiefc Clearke to an Atturney of the Parliament, called Dennis 
Gron , in whofetrunkc (after he had bin taken and conui&ed of the fad) werfc 
found fourefcore purfes,and about three thoufand crownes in gold : who(doubt- 
IcfTc) would hauc obtained his pardon if his caufe had bene tried bv the Iawcs 

of the Lacedemonians ,v/h\ch permitted theft (the better to inure their people to 
nimblcncflc andatfiuicie ; fo they were not taken in the h&i which (as Xenofhon 
flieweth) flood with good reafomfor no man ought to follow a trade, wherein he 
hath no skill. Now thefc bunglers who arc taken with the manncr,flicw that they 
arcnot their crafts matters, in going nohandfomlicrto worke then aBearc when 

rne picks musklcs. Which a Duke of Murgundie wellobfcrued /a man naturally gi- 
uen to this lurching legerdemair/e, which he pracli/ed more of . wantonncfTe then 
for any want , as knowing himfelfc to baue a notable filching facultie, and 4n an- 

fwcrable dexteritie in cleanly conueyance j the rather fotthat by this meaneshc 

was better acquainted with fuch companions) efpying one of thefe light firtgerd 
gentlemen as ne was iuggling away a filuer goblet at a great feaft, and holding his 
peace for the prefent/ent for him Aortly after, and told him roundly of it in this 
fort : Sirra, you may thank God that my ftcward fa w you not pocket vp my plate; 
for I can auure you he would haue hanged you all but the head. Whatf will you 
follow a trade to which you were neucr bound prentifc , and wherein you hauc 
no skilk WelI,you (hall hauc itvpon condition you wilgiueouer the occupation j 
andpraclifeitnomore vpon painc of death, firh you go fo grofly to workc. By 

which we fee how this Prince concurres in opinion with the Lacedemonians, But 

why(may fome fay) fiSould wc thinke the Lacedemonians Would haue pardoned 
him jconfidcring they held fuch as were defcried and taken in the fa&,vnskilfull in 

the trade,and confequcnjty vnfit to follow it? Doubtleflc they wouW haucpardo- 

ed 
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ncd him for his great dcxtcritie in cutting the 8o.purfes, in that he was taken but 

with the 8 1 . For it fared not with him as with thofe filching c6pamos (born vndcr 
the vnlucky planet Mtrcurj)vtho being pardoned the firft otfcncc,foll into it again 
and aeainc. Which hard hapbcfell one Simon Vagobert (the K ings Atturneys fon 
in r(Ictidurt)vjho hauing plaid the filching fellow a Ion g time, and admomfhed to- 

keepe himfelfc trucleft in the end he found the gibbet a Icw 5 was taken at the laft, 

and condemned to the gallowcstwhcrc as he was led to the place of cxecutio/hc 
duke of iVr^chanced to pane by,and mediated to the King for him becaufe he 
heard him fpout a little Latin; which (albeit it was not vndcrltood)made him and 
the reft bclecue that he was a man fit for fome great cmploimcn t. And as it he had 
bin fo indeed.thc King hauing pardoned him,fent him with one Robtruahmo the 
Thcv .we new found land : in which voyage he verified that which Horace faith, Cebm non 
chc ire '.hat anim* mutant, qu f trans marecurrunu For after lus coming thif hcr,hc rcJl to his old 
icdnpafle, of nimmine more freely then cucr before . So that being taken the fecond 
iSrir time, he went the way which before he had miffed. And I pcifwade my felfc he 
/imc it wji. wou id n ot haue efcaped better chcapc,either with the Lactdmomam or with the 

f orcfaid Princc,fith (in all probabilitie) he had bene often taken with the manner 
before • it being almoft impoffiblc^that committing thefts in this fort by the do- 
zen he lliould cucr go clofcly and artificially to workc.Ho wbeit if euer there were 
any in whom we might fee what a nature prone to theft may do, him we haue as 
a liuely mirror thercof.For I heard it credibly reported by his ownc citizen (a man 

of good worth) that notwithstanding hehad dealt withhim fundry times to re- 
claimc him,and made meancs to get him out of prifon,yct the knaue to requite his 
kindnefic(as he protcftcd to me) ftolc from him a new gownc,(bcfides other ap- 

parcll) wherewith he was taken, hauing it vpon his backc: and another alto vnder 
it which he had ftolncelfc where; as alio with three fliirts which he had on . The 
like he had done not long before, inftcaling a gcntlcmans veluet caffockc , who 
had kindly entertained and lodged him. But the moft notable theft that euer 
he committed in this kind , was in ftealing a bridegroomes new apparcll(thc Kings 
Atturneys brother of Poitiers) and his brides; for which he thought he might wel 

aduenturc hanging, confidcrins they were for the moft part all of cleanc hike. 
Which cumune conusance of his,is the more tobc wondered a t,in that he was 
of necefiuic to come and go fixe or fcuen times (at the Jea ft) before he could con- 
uey them away:which he did very (lily ,cary ing them into his lodging in thcNu- 
ncrv of S. Crones in Poytiersy where he remained when they came to call him co- 
ram for that they fufpctf cd none but him. But the flicmerchant looking through 
the window, and cfpy ing the Sergeants commine to apprehend him,conucycd 
himfclfc away,aftcr he had locked ind barred all the doores. Where they breaking 
into his lodmng/ound befide die forcfaid apparel,about forty pairc of (hoes of all 
fi zes with a number of breeches^nd a great quantity of cut clo t h,and lomc whole 
pecces as alfo a prctic library of bookcs.which he had ftolne at fundry times from 
fchollcrs.Morcoucr,his manner was to dealc worfc with his hoft iflfcs then with his 
hods- for whereas he ftolc nothing from hishofts but their apparell, hetooke 
from'thefe dames their goodlieft relikes in kind requitall of their cuitcfies.Yct the 
fineft fcate that euer he playd,was the theft he committed in the pnfon, where he 
was caft for the like ofTcnce : for being not able to containc bimfelfe, and to.bold 
his fin eers till he was fct at liberty, he ftole the lay lets cloakc whilcft he was in the 
prifon;and fold it to a good fellow, letting it downe through the trellis of the pn- 
fon windowjooking into theftrecte . Which verifies my forma aflcmon, what 

a 
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a nature prone to theft may in time cdmc vnto>wizb togrow to luCh a degree of 

impuddncic' as io ftcale in thfc very pjifdn,tohef e fclom< and other m 

wait their difmall doome,and from wotocaner mart thevf the Ifrfkthiiuki^i Sat 
Id6 the leflc wondefrhcreat, in that my felfc haudfeene dut-j>ttr fe&t Paris rifling 
mens p6ctets,and iuglingaway thc^purfesattheVi^ga{l6WMiattd thathard'by 



n v. (v f > 



3 



purfercady to he executed; i ; »>"- '■• • 11 " : » *"" 
I wit now difmifTc this arcWth^ftfl^^^'andas I hau Pledged exam- 
ples of thofcwho hauepordoned thoeucs conuic^ed^hefe^nd furred them 
to go quidtlyawayi ahdpeaceably toehloy thcirpil&f arid pray jib 1 ! will here r p- 
cord one td the contrary , of a gentleman whopufliifhedathecfewlth'hisoWne 

•bands y y fct fo asitbrought hin^fo aipockc of irottblbs. For fiieflh^ a good fellow 

ghis.purfcjas he was looking vpbh the King play ing at'tenms(the f yery farttfc 



day that the how deceafed lohtt da Betty was inftailcd Bifhopcif ^at) and fuflfe 
rin g him to do his pleafurejdiffchiblir%the matten although hehad fell nothing- 
yet in the end,not content to make! him reftore hispur/e v he fuhher eutoffhis 

earc. But it repented htiri(po6rc gentleman ^ot loYiiaftet 4 , ntit foHhat he^ftied 

quittancclwith him, butfor handling him in that fort i for if h&h&d but ftabbed 

hini, he had neuer (q ueftionleffe) bene troubled . . but becaufe he*ut offlifs tety 

the hanamari of Paris commenced fuitc aeainft him for incrothihg vpbn his of! 



* ■ 



the hang 

flee. r . 4. ■ 

4 But tarerurnc to our fubtill flcights;morc com rrion and frequent at this day 

they euer they vverc,arid that in all manner of thefi^.Gould a man 
ofamoiecunningconueyancethenthat which was played at Paris about fixtceri 
ycares ago,byone whokept his countenance fo SWll,thdt he caufed the owner .6f 
the feathcrbedwhich he was about to ftea!e,viz.one Giserrier Proctor of thecburt 
of Parliament dwelling in S.i?f»»^cloifter,tobclp f him vpwith it.Butl wilherc 

relate two felonious fa£ts committed by a theefe; which are nothing inferior,but 
rather farre exceeding any of the former. A certainegood fellow being defirous ro 

his neighbours cow, rofe very early in the mornin e before day, and 




to the houft where the cow ftood,d«ue her out (making as though he had rtto a 
ter her.) Hisneighbour waking at thenoife, and looking through the window: 
neighbour^ quoth the thcefe) come and helpe me to take my cow which is runne 
into youryard, your doorc being carelefly left open'.' His neighbour hauing hoi- 
pen him,hc perfwaded him to go along with him iothe market (for if he had ftaid 
at homc,his theft would haue bene difcouered) and as^ they went together vpon 

thcway,wben the day began to dawne^the poorc man knew his cow, and laid, 

N eighbourjthis cow is much I ike mine . It is very true (quoth he ) and therefore 
I go to fell her, beeaufe our wines contend about them euery nighr, not knowing 
Which to take. Thus continuing their talkc, they came* to the marketplace ; where 
the rhcefe fearing he Mould be dcfcried,fained that hehad fbme bufincflc in the 
towne,and thereupon defired his neighbour to fell her in the mearie timeas deare 
as he could,promifing to giue him the wine.His neighbour therefore fold her,and 
brought him rhe mony • whereupon they wentftraight torhe ta ueuerne accor- 
ding to promife. Now after that they had made pretty good chccrc , thcthiefe 
conueyed himfelfaWay^eauinghis nui^hbor in pawnefor theftiot. From thence 
he went to /V«,and being on a time in the market place, w here many afles were 
tyed (as thecuftomc is) to hookes fattened in the wall ; feeing all places taken vp, 
he made choice of the faireftafle,got vpon his backhand riding through the mar- 
ket place, fold him very dcarc to a (hanger : who finding no other roomeemptie 

I fauc 
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iaue that whence the affc was taken, tycd him there againe. Whereupon when 

the true owner (from whom he was ftolen) would haucloofcd him^and led him 

away , there arofe Rich a hot bickering betwixt him and the (banger who had 

bought him, that they fell together by thceares. Now the thecfe, f who had fold 

thcaflc) being in the throng,and feeing all thisiport, and namely haw the buyer 
was thrownc downc and well beaten, could notforbeare faying, C»rt)me 9 currie 
me mil this paler of afjes, andftare him net. Which when: the poorc man^wha was 

(n that pitiful! plight (defiling nothing more then to heare of him tHae hid fold 
him the affe) heard, and knowing him by his voice«he cried out,Thafehc ) that$ he 

that fold me the afTc. Whcf up6 my gentleman was apprehendecj,and (all the fore- 
/aid knaueries being verified by his o wncconfeflion) was executed ,as he well de- 
fer ucd. Hence we may learne thefe two things,firft,what great wits, and how full 

of fubtiltjes and fleightes this Age affoordetli. SecondIy,what punishments befal 

.wickedmen through the iuft iudgementof God , and how he takcth vengeance 
on them when the magiftrate is at a lofle, and deftitute ofall meanes whereby he 
might find and firrct them out:nayhow hCworkcthandbringcth things fb about 
by the hand of his prouidence,thatguiltic malefactors like fluttering gnats bume 
thcmfclues (as it were) in the candle. I confciic indecd,thcrc arc not many fuch 
fubtil theeucs as this to be found in a counny.But many there are.whofe mouthes 

arc their oWne accufers 3 and who (as we fay)put the rope about their owne necks, 
as they bcrt: know who by their places arc togiue judgement; who ifthey beany 

thing wary and wile , woike fo by their interrogatories, that they make thefe gal- 

lants(how good a face (bcuer they let vpon thematter) fb to fa u Iter and fall foule 

with thcmfclncs, that in the end they cut their owne throatc$ 0 and facrificc thenv 
(clues to their owne fliamc. , : . 

5 And feeing there is nothing more worthy a Chriftian mans meditation 

thcnfuchiudgcmcnisofGodjlhope it will not be vngratefull to the Reader if I 
hcrcdigrcfle a little,and allcdge two other examples; the one modci ne, the other 

ancient : both of them fining with the former,and exemplifying that which hath 

bencfaid. Brafmm therefore rcportetlyhat a theefehauing broken into ahoufe 

in London, where he lodged , and entered in through theroofe,tofce if he could 

meet with fomc good boone, made fuch a noifctbat he caufed all the neighbours 

to flockc thither^ which when he perceiued,he thruft himfelfe amidft the throng, 

as though he had bene one of the company that fought for the variety and by this 

meanes kept himfelfe vnknowne. Not long after, pcrceiuing that the vprore was 
part y and that they looked no more for the knaue (fuppofing he had efcaped) he 
went fortl^nothine miftrufting he fhould haue bin defcried.But the blab,not able 
to hold his tongue,bewraycd himfelfe , and fb brought his ncckc within the hal- 
ter : for as he was going out at the doorc, meeting many talking of the theefe,and 

curfingof him,he curfed him likcwifc^affit ming that he had made him lofe his hat. 

Where note,that whilcft the rafcall laboured to faue himfelfe, running now here* 
now there, his hat fell off his head , which they kept , hoping thereby to difcouer 

him.Thcy then hearing him fay that he had loft his hatjbrspn to fufpefthimjand 

vpon fufpition apprehended him : who after he had conf cfTcd the facl was han- 
ged. Many like ftorics arc rccordedjn prophane writers ,biit(fith I promifed only 

one other) I will content my fclfc with that wherewith Erafmus hath paralleled 
the former. Plutarch then writcth that a certain temple dedicated to PakuCm the 
citie of the Lacedemonians) hauing bene robbed,there was an emptie bottle foud, 
which made all the people to woder excccdinglyjfor no man could imagine what 

the 
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the theeucs mould do there with. At the laftiOnc in the companie feeing them jut 
in luch an amazement, If you will heare me (quoth he) I wil tell you what I con- 

tetfure , I imagine that the theeucs being ready to execute their enter prifftdrankc 

fome Aconite (a kind of deadly poifon)and caried wine with themin this bottle, 
that ifthey brought theirpurpote to paflfcthcy might prcfetue*Hftnfelucs from 
the danger of the poifon by the wine 5 andthat if they were defcried^t might put 
them to a more gende deathmen the Itf%s would toe inflicted vpon them. 
They hearing him xendcrfofennbleareafon 5 and percduing that he (pake not as 
one that did conicfture,but as being wel acquainted with the bufincflc,bcgan to 

queftion with him, one after another in this fort : who are youSir that can con- 
iktorefo well? wberelcarned you theatr of diuinauon* what acquaintance haue 
you in this citie'In the end they proflcd him fo much, aqd vrgedhim fofcrrc by 

their interrogatories, that they made him confefle that he was guOtie of the faift, 
and one of the thecues. Now asthereare fundry examples of the like prouidcnce 
of Godwin detecting of thccucs,fo are there aUo of murthercrs^as hereafter dial be 

dC tf arC But to rctume to thceuim Heights : fot.alledging outof Erafmm deiiih 
/<M,thc eKampleof an Englifli theefc, I rcraerabred otherftorics which he hath 
elfe Where of the tricks of thefe tradefmeni out of which I will onely pick out fuch 
as I iudee moft notorious: I meane fuch as were performed with greater fubtilty, 
dcxreritie and Height, And I wil begin with a ftory,wfin-gemame to that which 
I lately recorded of the thecfe who played his part fo wcl^that hecaufed the ow- 
ner of the featherbed which he was about to ftcale, tohel|>enlm vpwithit: <kf- 
pcrifine tor this once with my former proroife in makiog a medley of lecular 
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...>..„ vertucswith Church-mcns . For the fine fcate which I am about to relate 
was plaid by a prieft of £oiw/w,called Aietonie, who hauing bidden two good fcl- 

lowcstodtnner(whom he met by chance in theftrcct) and vriderftanding at his 
coming home, that there was not a morfell of meatc in the hopie (andJcnew too 
well that he had neuer a penic in his purfe) he deuifed this fleight , that he might 
keepe touch with his guefts t he went into his neighbours houfc, with whom he 



vcryinward, and the kkchin maidc being abfent , ftplc thence a braaen po 
wherein the meatc was boiling, and caried it home vnder his gownc, cdmmaun 
din* his maid topowreout tliemeate and (he brothyntcfan earthen pot.-andha 



uing caufed her to fcoure it, he font it backe to the #fler a|ame , requeihngWm 

tolend him a certaine fumme of mohy^nd to take the pot in pawnc.The me flcn- 

ccr brought good ncwes to Sir AntmeyvL. a peace of money that came m pud 
dine tttneto furniQi the table , and a (liort faolei by which the creditor acknow- 
Jcdgcd that he had recciued a brafiTe pot in pa Wne vpon the fumme which he had 
lent him.Butbcing ready to go to dinnetjand miffing one of the pots,he began to 
chtdeand take an,fo that all the houfe was in an vproarej the kitcbin maid prore-' 
mnfi that fte heuer fawitaftcr Sir Antonie was there. Now al^they made con-' 

fcienWto fufpea h im for fuch a fact, yet in the end they wen ttd his hou fc to fee 

whether they could find it: and becaufe they could heare no neW« of it, they aP 
ked him bluntly for it .He aniwered mat hcknew of hofuch thing.But when they 
laid ft to his charge , andauouchcdtoWsfacethathchadftoIenit, rev«g none 
eame'into thehoufebut he only die made this anfwer,Tmc it is indeedaboto^ed 
a pot,but I fen t it backer to the owner agaln.Which when the creditor drtuediSee 

my maifteis(faid fir AmwUi) there U no trufting of men now a daies withoura bil 
of their handihe would ftraight haucUy d it to my charge, had I not bad bis hand 

Ta and 
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and fealc to the contrary 5 whereupon he flic wed the ferole which the boy had 

brought him . Sothatthc creditor was well mocked forhislabour throughout 

all UiiAtnt , it being blazed abroad.that fuch a man had lent a fummc of money 
vponapawnethatwashisowne. 

7 Alter this thccuifli trickc playdby aprieO,it is good rcafon that we giuc care 
to another done vnto a Pricft,to requite the former. A good fellow .n ^nhmff 
hauing marked a Pricft that caricd a purfc by his girdle which (as he fuppofed) 
was lore troubled with a timpanics after low and humble obeifance,told I him that 
licwasintrcatcd by the Curate of their parifh tobuyhimaCopc, andbecaule 
fWquoth he)you arc iuft of his heigh t, I would defircyou to go with me toa mcc- 
chantsmop totriconc: forIpcrfwademyfclfe,if itfityou.it willfilhim. lhc 

I >ricft calily condefcending to his rcqucft , went with him toa (hop where thefe 

Copes wctc fold: where hauing tried one, the merchant affirmed that it wasasht 
is if it bad bene made for him. The knauifli companion watching oportumtic 
to Hie w them a caft of his officc 5 aftcr he had well viewed M . Pricft on cuery hde, 
told him that it had one fault, viz. that it was fliorter before then behind. Nay 
fouoth the merchat)the fault is not in the copc,but in this gt cat purfc which bearcs 
it out,and makes it feeme fo.Thc Pricft thcrforclayd his pui feaftdc: which done, 
they viewed him round the fecond time. In the mcane while,thls conicatcher (to 
make an end of his fport) whilcft the Pricft had his backc turncd,mmbly fnatcned 
v» the purfe, and fhewed them a faire paircof hcclcs. Whereupon he cried out, 

Stop the thtcfe, flop the the* ft: the merchant crying as fiift , Stop the Pneli : and the 
theefc, Stop the mad Pricft .((or the. people feeing him runnein tins Grange habite, 

liippofed he had bin mad indeed.) But whilcft the Pricft and the merchant wran- 
gled together, the thccfecfcapcd. . ■ ■ 

8 There is yet another ftory recorded by the famcauthor, not much vnlike * 
the former for nimbleneflc and good footmanfhip , albeit it come farrc Ihort of it 

in acutcnciTe and quicknes of witj being anfwerable to the country from whence 
it cameAvhich breeds no great wits,cxccpt perchance by a miracle. For this page- 
ant was plaid by a UolLnlr at Leyden. This good fellow walking through the a-, 
ne \vMitintoalhoomakcrefliop:vvhcrcthcmoomakeraskcdhimvvhat.hewould^ 

.„ 1 „.„ and percciuing that he caft his eye vponapaire of'bootcs which hung hard by, 
r ' X 1 demaunded of him whether be would haue a paire or not ; he anfwermg that he 

would.Thc fhoomakcr made choife of fuch a pairc as he thought would fit him 
•s« the end beft .and pulled them on-an cf hauing fo donc,hc willed him to try a paire oflhoes, 

oi chi. .cd.cn whic |, he f a id wcreas fit for him as the bootes.Thefe things thus pafTed ouer ,the 

fellow in ftead of agreeing of the priced payingthc (hoomakcr,bcgan tpqueftion 
with him merrily in this fbrt, Tell me in good earneft.did neuer any man thus fit- 
ted for the race as I auyunne away,and pay nothtng>Ncuet(fatd the* fhoomakcr). 
But if perchance (quoth he ) a man mould runnc away , what wouldft thou do? I 
would run after him (quoth he) . Docft thou fpeake in good earneft (qii<atJ*>he)> 

Yes many do I (laid thellioomakcr) and I would do it indeed . Wcwuftinc a 
couelufion (/aid the other,) I will begin the courfe,comc on thetfore follow me: 
and forthwith rannc away as faft as he could driue 5 and the fhoomaker after, cry- 
ing, «?r4v the thceftjv the thecfe. The fellow feeing them come thicke. and three* 

fold out of their houfes , fearing left fomc would haue laid hands on him., let a 
<*ood face vpon a foule fa<5t, and as though he had bene but in leaft, faid, Stop me 
n ot for the louc of God,it is for a great wager.Thus the poore flioomakcr returned 

home againc very angry , that he had loft both his paines & his pcoccjfor theothet 

got 
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sot the coalcbybucr-iunning him; Hcrc,bceaufe E nfmrttikfo them ureas, I 
haue tranflated titemtatti ; ydtordmay notththte nhat they were like French 
boot«>utfuchasimightbewotnewhhlhoes. y - ; ..ic.i n . . • 

9 ' Buthauingfpc^cn fuftici^ 

let vs n6w trcatc of tliofe who ftirrc nOta fbcaeafato they haucplaycd a part orlc- 
ecrdemain s but IookftnoothIy,as though butter would not melt jn their mouths. 
A Scottifh gcntlcmai 1 ! tbld ine tliatwheri King Jatues the fift went ouer into Frtnct 
(which MS.AM0 1536.) the Earles of W,u^and cJtett hauingieafted 

the Ladies .MSatocvtMrn* ftrecte, where thcy.lodged ; ivliileft /the hddc of 
Anilo was looking vpon cettainegamcfttTS thatiplaycd arter.luppcr , tnctowfcsa 
gallant as brauc as a Pcacock.who in fporting mancr vnticdiabbut fiuc andflftn- 

fic or thirtic Angels,androfc Nobles, which being baided together andfolded 

one in an6thei«, (erued in ftead of golden buttons to the cuts, of, a nightgownc, 

which the Earle had on,as the fafliion was in thofedayes. TheEarle fceiog Aim lo 
fumptuoufly attired , and going about hisbufmciTc with fu<ih good gracc,as one 
that meant no hurt, but oncly to make fomc fport ^fuffered him todohis plea- 
sure. But when thisroyftcr thought he had enough* (he wing that'that Whurbhe 
had done was in good earneft, he went Oily away out of the hall Whereupon the 

Earle (who had made as though he had knoWrtc nothing, whilcft he was fidling 
about his eownc)told the compatiie how the knauc had ferucd him, and wuhall 
flic wed them cuident ftgncs thcreofv which was not done without great laughter, 

Whereupon they (who were better acquainted with fuch fteights)gauc him a ca- 
ueat to be more warie another time, feeing for theprefene there was no remedy, 

10 I proceed to another good t ello w.who was his crafts m after as well as the 
former,at leaft had as good a grace in cunning coftucyancc. Ih the raigne ot King 
Francis the firft,a gentlemanlike thiefe as he was gropingthjCaMinal 0 Uorrawi 
pocket,wa$ fcenc by the King as he fate at Maflfe tight ouc^he€ardinal! 5 where 
he perceiuing himlelfe to be clifciied, beckened to the King to hold his peace, and 

he mould fee good fport . Whereupon the King fuffered him to do his plcafurc; 
but fliortly after he vfed ccrtainc fpccchcs to the Cardinall, whereby he gaue lum 
occafion to feelc for his purfc. The Cardinall miffing his mony, ftood in a maze, 
wondering at this accident: which miniftrcd to the king (who had fecn the whole 
pageant) matter of merriment.But when he had taken his fill of laughter, his plca- 
furc was,the mony ftiould be reftorcd to the Cardinal againerfor he fuppofed the 
fellow had taken it of purpofc to make fport. Butlie Was dccciucds for Avhcixas he 
imagined that he had bene fome honcft gentleman arid of good rtote (feeing him 
fo rcfolute,and fetting fo good a face vpon the matter) he found afterwards tliat 
he was a notable thecfir indeed (difguifed onely like a gentleman) who meant not 

to icafhbut countcrfctting a ie ftcr,to go about his bufincfTc m good earneft,as the 

former had done. Whereupon the Cardinall turned the left vpon the King ; who 
(as his manner was>fwore ashe was ^a gentleman^-^it was the hilt tune that a 
thcefc had made him his fellow. , * t , 

11 Andhere thetheft coiimiitted in the prcfence of theEmperOur Charles 
the fift.comes in very fitly after the former afted in the French Kings prcfcnccfas 
hath bene faid ) and partly alfo with his confent. ThefemPerour halntig comman- 
ded his femants to truffe vp bag and baggage ; whileft eucry mar. wasbufie in pac- 
king vp his implements, there came a good fellow into the hall (where the Em pc- 
rour was, with a tail trainc.rcady to take horle) who as foone as he was come m to 
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the room cand had done his dutie, beganne to take downc the hangings, making 

as if he had had other bufincfle in hand^nd had bene m haft. And though it was 
not his occupation tohang vp,and take downe hangings,. yet he performed it io 
wclLthat when he who had the charge to take them downtime into the halite 
found that another had cafed him of that laboured fwhich was worfe) had car- 
ried themaway. Sec what impudent thceu« thercarc novvaday 



Howbcit the boldncffc of an Italian theefc (who did the like; 



the rime of Paul the third^as nothing inferiour to the former. There (had bene a 
ereatfeaft in a Cardinals houfc^ndfic plate being fctvp in a cheft thatftood m 
fchamber ncarc to rhchall,whcrc the feaft was kept: wluleft diuers waiting for 
thciv maifters,walkcd in this outward chamber (or Anticamera as Italians Ipcakc) 



there came in a good fellow in a canocMpparclicd like a rtcward,with atorch be 
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fore him, who defired thofc that fate vpon the cheft to rife vp, laying that he was 
to vfc it- and they were no fooncr rifen vp , but he bad the pot ten that followed 
h j m to take it vp and carry it a way.This gallant rricke was playd after that the flew- 

ard of the houic and all the feruants were gone to fup^at lcaft it is to be thought 
that if any of them were then in the Anticamera^ their cuftome was) they did not 

m ™ \ut what (hall we fay to the boldncflc and impudencic of another Italian, 
(handed at R omnia about clcuen yearesago) who hauing fcrued out a long prcn- 
t ifliip at Rome in learning to counterfet mens hands and writings^nd to take tcales 

from one inftr umcnt to put to another jbcxaufe he much Car «™^ 
Movent in a Cardinals habite and traine (though very fmall) through Mark 
d Attcon* and Romagna with a counterfet Bul,whcrcby he faid he had a comiffion 

from the Pone to gather the tithes of that countrey : albeit he came ncarc nogreat 
cities for fcarc of being detected . But hauing had good fucceflte m his attempts 
f becaufc the moft tooke him for Cardinall Semmt) he parted through Roman* 

and came fonpwhat nearc to Bononia. Now as foone as the Bidiop of Ffrw#(who 

was the Popes Vicclcgatc) heard thereof, he fent one of his gentlemen vntohim 

(who had fomctime attended vpon Cardinall Sermonet) who certified the Vice- 
Late that he was not the man he affirmed himfelfe tobc; which caufed him lorn, 
what to fufpccT: this gallant, the rather for that he had not obferued accu/Tomed 
Iblcmniticsandccranom^ 

upon he fent him againc with a troupe of fouldicrs , giuing him expreffe charge 
and c«>mandcmcn t to apprehend hi/n,if he knew for certain? that he were not the 
man he countcrfctted himfelfe tobc. In the mcane time this companion (being 
now difcoucrcd the fecond time by fundry priuie mai kes) was better knowne by 
one of his earcs,which he had loft for his good defcrts , which he (hewed at vna- 
warcs as he put off his litle Cardinals hat.The Captainc therforc commanded his 
fou Idlers to lay hands on him . But he no leflc rcfolute,bold and impudent then 
before charged them to take heed what they did , with his thundering threats ma- 
king them all to quake for feare,brauing it out with as high and loftie rermes as XU 

proudeft Cardinall in Rome could hauc done, if the like violence had bene offered 

him The fouldiers (who made fcruplc atthc fu ft to encounter him) were in the 
end encouraged by their captainc to grapple with him. Where hauing apprchen- 
kd him they brought him to Bononia with two of his men who were not prime 
o this his knauery (the reft which wcreacccflary being fled away.) And there he 
* as condemned by the Vice-legate, and hanged at Saint Petronio s gate in a Car- 
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dinalsattire, wearing on his head a my trc ofpaper with this title orinferip 
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J L i j R B DE* LADRI y The King opheeuesfim is tofayX he King of good fellows % 

He had fix thoufand crowns about him,which(a*iiwas repoitedjwas nothing to 
that which his two men (who were fled away)had caried with thc.l do the rather 
fet - downe this ftory at Iarge,beeaufc iris a vcrv notable and mcmorablc/aft. For 
albeit we hauc heardmany who hauc vfutped the nam* & held the place of thofc 
whom they refcmbledfas I hauc declared in my Latine Apologia) yet they tookc 
fiich mens names as they knew wercdwd, brof whom a man couldhardly hcarc 

any certainc newes. Which was ferre otherwifc with, this companion, feeing the 
Cardinall {whole name he borrowed) was then Jibing (as he knew well) and not 
fo farre off,but that he might hauc heard from Ivim in a very fliort time. Nov; fith 
1 am come to the Kihgofour moocrhctheeucs (awn in the iudgement of thofc 
that condemned him) 1 mould do him wrong if I fliould proceed furthcr,in hope 
to find any more notorious and cuhnine theft thch his. 

14 Notwithftanding left he fliould be left alone,and left it mould bethought 
that Italy oncly were furnimcd with (uch bold Brittaas , i thought it not imper- 
tinent here to infert two other ftories,one of a French-man, another of a Polo- 

nian who for fuch feates(proceeding from like audacitie)defcrue riot onely to be 
of his Court and Counfell , but fucccflbrs to his Crownc . the French-man (as 
very a conicatchcr as the former) was borne at Saumur vpon Loire , being fo cun - 
nin« in counterfeiting the Kings fealcs and letters , that (hewing certainc extraor- 
dinary commimons,which(as he faid)hc had obtained of the King, he got great 

fums of the Kings receiuers.& made a mightie malic of moBy by felling of certain 
woods which were Wled for the Kirtge vie. Bw being in the end difcoucrcd, he 

wentthe fame way that the king of good fcllowcs had mewed him: andas he was 
hanged in a Cardinals fiabite/o this companion Was executed at Paris in a gentle- 
mans attire before the Church of the Aug- fine Friers,thc fame day that the Court 
of Parliament was kept in that Coucnt about fixtccn ycarcs ago. Some arc of opi- 
nion that he was the man that gauc intelligence to king Francis the firft (by means 
of a norablc theft which hecommittcd; of that which the Emperour Charles the 
fift,and the King of EnMndhnA plotted againft him: and did not onely adocrtifc 
him thereof,but brought him.their very tkkets,inftru<5rions and letters. For mee- 
ting a Plemmim gentleman vpon the way trauelling toward England, he tooke 
acquaintance of him , telling him that he was his countiiman, and fo rode along 
with him to the haucn where they w.re to take fliip. Wbirher being come, when 
ibe Flemming was laid downc to take his reft (waiting for wind and weather) the 
French-man (who had pcrfwaded him to reft himfelf vpon the bed) faining to be 
found afteepe, rifing foftly, went and bought a budget like vnto the Flcmmings, 
and hauing filled it with roles of white paper vntill it was about the fame weight, 
Iayd it vpon the table in ftcad of the Flemmings budget. A nd hauing fo done,he 

awoke the Dutch -man, and told him thathc had left certainc things bchindhim 
which he had forgotten , and therefore was of ncccffitic to retutne backe againe, 

intrcar ing him not to rake it vnkindly that he brake off companie.The Flemming 

little fufpccling what mightbc the meaning of this fodainc change, but thinking 

he meant good footh,could notbutthankehim for his good compariie,and after 
many kind cmbracings, recommended him to Gods protection , and fobetooke 

him to his reft againe: yet he left not his budget ( I meane the budget whic h he 
fuppofed had bene his o wne) any longer vpon the table, but put it vnder his pil- 
low. W r herein the fimple fellow waslike to that noddie,who when the fteed was 
ftolncfliutthcftablcdoorc. Now whilcftthe Flemming ftepr, theTrench-man 

I 4 went 
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went ooft with htsbudgct.which he (l>ould hauc put vndcr his pillow.or in a Hire. 

olaXfore he had lay3 h mxlowne to tcft. And you may cafily conjure whe. 

K r^nch-man brought no. a welcome prelcnt to the French kirg(thoug 
he hXS,Tand whether the Hemming brought not heame newes to tin 
Km . of £»S Some (ay that he beheadedTnm/aying that he would makchm 
^an.S aH fiS « 'klers as intermeddle inPtinces affaires , to teach thm 

XZeTar^ Hit 

k the 5S rich wa; reported to haue bin plaid by him,whole chcu.ing an< 
ZZ£l hauc betorc recorded , both of them being pra<Wed againft he an 

Kin" Which being lo,we n,ay well think .ha. this cunn.ng commie, o - teto* 

xmScc hobencfite bin felfe in icndomaging the King asmuchby lnslaft rhete.a 
Xddoneby hisn.IUa. many areotopinion thattheycame from twofeucn 
mcnlSw wined in .wo feuerall mutts. Howfoeuer.l would no. ewe kfl 

K he one then to the other . 1 come now to the Poloman calledV/a»« 

MMnlMcmc nothing in fcriour to the former: who 
cunnincdcuicccountcrfetted thefeales andlcttersol the King of triad % cam 
"S3 as the Kings Ambafladour , where he continued alongtmv 

no To v I the Km»s credite in diucrs thceuilh praflifes as he had formerly don 
and * > he ■ dtfe dealing with great States : the King his mafte, fafang » d 

mcanc time to hauc had his head* ... r 11 . 

5 I will addc yctone other examplcof thefts (albeit I was purpofed here 
h-i c madean end 1 not like the thrcelaft, norany formerly menuoned.but ratli 
con wy Jn " S,as hauing nothing common with ,hcm 5 and rherfore (o *» 
Sore necefl ry to he Ipoken of, to the end ir may appcare that our Age m 

not oneh ta o fundry new theenifl. praxes , but of all the rare fletgh. a, 

ubS^ 

fte ilin- fio another. A ycare ago.or fomcwhat more, .here was a merchant m 
Inncat "rt who had layd vp a great (umme of mony (winch he had receded I 
S3. * cupboord : where a feruant in the lnne hauing marked h. 

SS Jt, opened the cupboord, and ftole thence rwobags, c 

fuiof 'old tlw other of f lu r ; and being laden with then.,wcnt about two cag, 
inn and Twe ary ofhWoumey ,he intrcatcd hishoft to he p h.mro a hotfe.wh 
m K ire one.The traueller after diuers off«s,at laft promifcd to gme him a btct 

ao vn fo one rill dinner : which free offer made his hod 

him efneciall v considering he had fcenc his two bags whereupon he piomilc, 
oSdc 3 for him apioft the "«*« mo,nin B- Hauing there ore got htm 

S^Kta! he moke him U a fym* in the nape of the ncckc, . 
c ft r. k 1 downe to the ground^ amazed .ha t he knew not where he v 
^ Stewards made ^^ca^^^^^V^y 
h miii" taken as much of the ttolcn mony as he thought good , he .etui ntd h 
k ne whhhh horfi . Now it fo fortuned, that one of .hole who went po 

pK4Secfe,found him with the remainder of his monygo.ngrowardU 

W. and knowing him tobe, he man hefi.ugh.for, ^ htmfcwriM 
word.' that he drew Turn along with him to the next townc,and there con m, 

htaow to the hilticcs to bcYcot to M,»>^ whete bemg mipruoncd.lK . 
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felTed the fact , and accufed his hoft , whowasprefaitlyfentfor.totheendthcy 

iniuht be confronted together : and notwi.hftanding his dcniaU of the faift, war 

condemned to the racke . Bur he appealed to the Court of Parliament at f am, 
where he was broken vpon the wheele , the feruant efcaping better cheapc, bemg 

oncly ta £S^- h ^.jged f u ndry examples of the cunning and boldncfle of 

our moderne thecues , it will not be amiffc to tecord.an ancient ftorie taken out 

of the Author,for whole Apologie this treatifcisa pwpatatnw. Though in lo do- 
ing I (hall pafle the bounds which I haue preCcribcd to my felfe,and anticipate the 

areument of the bookes enfuing ; notwithftandingbecaufcit wi 1 not be preiudi- 
cialhbut rather bcncficiall to the Reader, I am eafily drawnc to dilpcnfc with roy 

fclfe hercin.Marke then the (lory of the flckht and pollicie (or rather Heights and 

pollicies) of one riilm.not borne in Fm»i* but in Agyft, and that not lome few 
Vcares ftnee, but aboue fiue andwemiehundreclyearesa|o:whichftory (taken 
out of HE ROD07 VS)\ will here trandate with great* fidchtte, then cither 



raff a in his Latin translation (fuc h as it watfbefotc my refining of it) 

thTFrcncMhich isnow cxtant.Thcfc therefore ate h is words. A KmeotJRejp » 
called RMPfinit, minding to lay vp his treafure in a fafe place ( whereof he had far . 
greater ftorc then euer any of his fucceflbrs) he built a houfe all of hewen ftone,a > 

part whereof flood out from the other building,*) Jrhich there was eafieacceffe. : 

J5ut the Mafon being dilpofcd to play the Unape with him , left a ftone loofe in the 

building,which mightcafily be taken outof the wail Mwo.or (if need wcrc)by 
one.The worke beiSg finifhed,the King layd vp his Wrafure therein. A^er a time, 
the Mafon pcrcciuing that his glafle was almoft runne^hd the Icafe of his life wd 
ncare cxpircd,cal!cd vnto him his two fohnes, and fold them how (to the end b* 
might lcaue them wel provided for 5 and that they bi|h^aue wherewith to make 
merry when he was gone) he had vfed a fine dcufce' m btuldinp the dSkt for the 
K in« treaflireand hauing (hewed them in particulcr hp™ &w mould take out the 
ftone,hegauc them the mcafure of iMiTuringthCth^if they kept itcarefiillyvthey 
mould b£ke?ers of rhe Kings treafure.- Their fatl1r>being dead, they flayed nor 

lone b&ftfte they aflayed themeanes prefer ibed, For camming uiortly afteVto tU 
Kin% diWn the nigltt.and finding the fton^they. tooke ir out very eafily < ang 
I tol?thcrill. nightie mafTe of moriy .the King comming thithcrinot long aft* 
and perceiuin« that his coffers were not fo fill as they >J*cere accuftomtd^ondeted „ 
not a little • yet could not tell whom he might accufei confidermg,nn the doores 
were futely locked , and all things fealed as he had^ 

the fecondand third tNejandperaiuing that htewatuty 

thcrheeues repaired thitiifer continual^) hc-caofiiJ #nnes and fnaresjo be TeY 
round about the place wficre the trcafiire lay/t he^uesrepainng'thither^hcy „ 

were accuftomed,onc pfrhem haumgwbed irt,and coming 'nokmb the coflety „• 
perceiued thathe was imaneled in* toet andkhowingiri wh^dang^r hew^^ 

called to his brother,and told him whtfmisMuHfrHartbcfa^ 
tocomeinouickly/andto^ 

knbwne,! fliall be the caufc of th>racttth alftf ; ttH brother bemgc^l^ rtej rfw jded 

(a, liking well his aduM did as ^ - 



hi* place again 5 returned W,caWing with himjiifebroth^ 
ming to his clofet early in the morriin^was exceedingly amazed t6'fte the thejUes 
body in the fn.ire without a headyefpwially c^derl^ 

wa\l,by which he might enter inJ^artirigtth«F(»e theiu*;hctf td as fOlloW^fh.' 
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He commanded that the dead corpes (liould be hung vpon the wall , committing 
thecuftodic rhcrcof to his guard, ftraightly charging and commaunding them, 
that if they efpied any that did mournc,or bewray any gricfc or companion at the 

fight thcreofyhey fliould attach thcm,and bring them before him.Thc mans mo- 

thcr,much perplexed that her fons body was thus hung vp,came to her other fon, 
defuing him to dcuifc fomc mcancs to take downe his brothers body, threading 
him,thatifhe would not,flie would informc the King that he was the man that 
had ftolcn his trcafure . He hauing bene fundry times threatned and rated by his 
mother in this (bit, and pcrceiuing that flic would not defift for all the reaibns 
he could allcdge^euifed this flcight. He fadled ccrtainc AfTes, and lading them 

with rundlets of winc,drauc them before him s and being come to the place where 

the guard watched the corps , he let loofc the hoopes of the barrels,making way 



and then b&an to cry out and to beatc his head 



knowing to which of the aftes he fliould run firft. The guard feeing fo much wine 

fpilr,i annc thither with veflcls thicke and threefold, thinking the more they faucd 
the more they fliould gain. Where he in the meane time faining as though he had 

bene home mad for anger,rcuilcd and curfcd them all . But feeing they Ipakc him 

fo fairc,and entertained him with fo good language , he made (hew by little and 
little as though he had bene pacified and had forgotten his former furious fifjand 

after much ado hauing gotten his Afles out of the way, he mended his barrels. 
Now among other fpecches which pafled bet wcenc them in the mcanc timc,one 

of the companic being vciy pleafan t , brake a icft vpon him which made his 

fliip laugh- in lieu whereof be beftowed one of his barrels vpon him, which they 
rciolucd to draw dric,and!to caroufe of in the fame place and plight they were in, 
intrcating him to bcarc them companic. Whcrcunto he condefcended, and ftay d 
with them, , And becaufe they had lb kindly entertained him and made him fuch 
fport , lle^rcfcnted them with a (ccond barrell : fo that halting that blcfled abun- 

dancccucn wine at will, they ncucr left tipling and carowfing,till their wits flood 

wctfliods and being in the end ouercome with flccp,they retted in the fame place. 
, He then in the dead time oftjie night went and tooke downe his brothers body; 

, and to the further difgraccof the guard,ftiaucd all cheir right chcckcs: flaying 

body vpon one of his Aflt s, returned homeagaine', hauing Mvjlaccom 



plifhcd his mothers defire.Thc King hearing that the body was ftolcrtfpas highly 
difplcafcd5 and refolding by fomc mcancs to find out the theefe that had commit* 
ted die facljhcvfcd this deuice (which notwithftanding I can fcarce beiecuc.) 
I Ic commaunded his daughter to go to a brothel- houfc , and there toproftitute 
her, fcjf to all comeisjvpon condition they fliould firft acquaint her with the moft 
notorious fa&, and cunningeft knauery that eucr they committed : and that he 
sjiaj/hould confefle thcftcaling of the thceues carcafle, fliould forthwith beatta- 
ched by her,and fent to the Court . Whileft then the Kings daughter addreffed 
hcr.fcUc to fulfill ha fathers mind , the rumour of the Kings in tended refolution 

cam? to the thecfes earcs, who purpofing to fiiew that be was more crafty in prc- 

dcixting,thcn the King in imieming this wile , thus deluded his daughtet: he cut 

oft a. mans hand newly dead * and keeping irelofc vnder his gowne, went to vific 

her. Where flic asked him the famc.qneftion (he had demaunded of others. Wher- 
upon hctold her, that the moft wicked and notorious fad: that eucr he commit- 
ted, was the cutting off of his brothers head, who was taken in a fnarc as he ad- 

ucmurcd to rob the Kings treafurc ; and the witticft was the taking downe of his 

corpes from thcgibbcr,afrerbc had made the guard drunke . She hearing this, 

layd 
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layd hands on him, with intent to apprehend hirarbut the knaue (by reafon of the 
darknefle of the place) gaue her a dead mans hand in ftcad of his owne : fo that 
whileft (bethought flie had himfaft by the handihe flipt away > leauing her this 
liuelelfejttwnc to vfcat her pleafure. Which wbenthe King hcard,hc was greatly 
aftonifliedias well at the craft,as at theboldnclTcoFthe theefc. . inrtheend he fent 
his Heralds throughout all his dominions, commftunding them! to proclaime in 

the, Kings name, that he would nov Qnqjy pardon him that had dchjithis fc&, but » 

highly aduancc him. ifthe would repaire to the Own i The theefc tepofing him- » 
fclfc vpon the gracious pardon of jhe Prince, went: to the Gourt:/whcre King » 

Mumpm hauing him in great admiratiQn,gaue him his daughter to wife^as being » 

the wittieft man in the world. In that, as the ^Egyptians excelled allothcr men in , 5 

wit and w iles , fo he excelled all other *Eey ptians « This is the hiftory &HERO., : 
DOTrs relates it , which I hauc tranflated ahnoft word for word as nearc as I 

could,to kcepe the proprietie and grace of our tongue 5 a thing as difficult in tran- 

llating of him,as of any Greek writer whatfocuer, and that for fundry rcafons not 

neceflaiy here to be flood vpon. Yet this I will not omit, howthat in tranflating 

hercofjl haue noted fundry fcapes tor Ms tranflatton , which notwithftanding 

I corrected not in my former edition. Neither is any man to wonder hercar, fee- 
ing I acknowledge in my Preface thereto , that I hauc left a number of fcapes 
and ouerfights vncorre&ed untouched and vncenfurcd:confidering alfo that the 
diligence which is feenc in perufing a text whentaman tranflatcth ithimfclfe, is 
farre greater, then when he corrcteh another mans workc 5 endcuoring to faue 
the credit of the translator as much as may be: efpecially when he doth it in haft, 

as it is wel knownc I did.Yct I denie not but that there are fome places in the tran- 
flatton of this ftory s wherein I could not fitisfie my fclfe:and therefore I perfwade 
my fdfe I fliall much lefle fatisfie thofc who areskilfull in the Greckc tongue. But 

1 prefumcthat they who are moft cunning , and confequcntly do beft conceiuc 
the difficulties with which I was to encounter,will of all others be moft eafily fa- 

tisficd.Wow this hiftory futeth fo wel with the argument in hand,that 1 could not 

wel omit it, being written of a theefe,whom the author graccrh with the two pro- 
perties fpecifled in the former examples, to wit, craftweffi and heUueffe t and both 
in the higheft degree. Whereby we may lcarnc what vfc there is to be made of pa- 
ralleling Of hiftorics, efpecially of ancient wirhmodcrne. For whereas the ~- 



nine and boldncfle of this old thcefe.may haply at the firft feemc ftrange and al 



moS incrcdible^yet if we compare it with the craft and boldneflc of our modern 
thecucs,we fliail find that there is nofuchcaufc it fhould be thought foftrangc. 
And for as much as it may be thought fomc what hard.that the King could find 
in his heart to proftiturc his daughter in fuch fort (as it is indeed very harfli I con- 

fefle ) yet foundcth it not fo hardily in my earcs,as this their cenfure of HERO* 
DO TVS doth (for I haue heard many eucr excepring, efpecially againft this 
point)Tith himfelfc protefteth that he giucs no credit thcrcunto,but only relates it 
as he heard it . And yet I could alledgc (if need were) fundry ftories , which we 
muft either account falfc and fabulous (whereas notwithftanding they arc holdcn 
to be moft certainc and infallible) or confeflc that in this there is great femblance 

17 But whileft I was copying this ftory out of H E R 0 D 0 T V S , ano- 
ther came into my mind of a theefe, or rather a cutter by the high way 9 infinitcly 

more rcfolutc then the former, and as bold andvetitcrous as any of that cutting 

cruc whofe fell and felonious attempts and actions hauc bin before rcmembred. 

' Dion 
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Dion thchiftorian rccordcth the hiftory of this thccfc(or rather captain of thceucs) 

who kept fuch a ruffling in the raigne of Seuertts the Empcrour about rp$. yam 
after Chrift.A ccrtainc Italian (faith he)callcd BuIm, hauing gathered a troupe ot 
fix hundred thecucs, comirtcd great robberies in Italy fof thefoace of W>y<xtcs> 
maugre the Hmperour and the many garrifons refiding in thofc iquaters . Diucrs 
fought to take him, becaufcthe Empcrour wasdefirous tohaue him apprehen. 
ded; but lie fohandled the matter, that thofc which law hito/aw him nor * thole 

which found him,found him not ^ and thofe that had himihad him not $ which 

he did partly by libcrall and bountiful gifts,partly by crafrie tviles? which heknew 
wcl 1 how to put in praftifc in time and place. For he had intelligence of all fuch as 

-it any time went out of Rome, or arriucd at Brunduftum (called by fome Brendts) 
how many they were, as alfd of what qualitic and condition; and what fubftance 

they had. Some he forthwith difmiflcd after he had taken f torn them part of their 
™;U:tradcfmen he detained for a time, and when they had ferued his turne,he 

penccd them for their labour andpaincs, and afterward lent thorn away. 

And vndcrftanding on a time that two of his men fhould be expofed to wilde 
hearts, he came to the laylcr and made him belceue that he Was the Prouoft-mar- 

fhall of the country,and that he ftood in need of the men whom he had in prifon, 
and thereupon caufed him to dcliucr them into his hands* Then going to the cap- 
tainc that had commimon to difcomfitc h m and his troupe, he began (as if he had 

bene fomc third pcrfon) to rcuile thcthccfc, (that is himfelfc) promifing him 

that ifhe would followhim, hi? would deli tier him into his hands. Whereupon 

^ A'ith him into a valley vrider colour as though he would ap- 
. Jicnd /V^//v(forfowas ^«/^ mrnamcd) hclayd hands on him, and counter- 
feiting the perfbn of the Prouoft-marfhall.fatc downc in the iudgement feate- 

where hauing called the captaine before him , hec caufed one of his men to 

ihauchim j and hauing fo done, he difmiffc-d him , frying , Bid thy maifter haue 

more care of his vaflfals,lcft in the end they all turnc thecucs:(for he had of hiscruc 
at that inrtant a multitude of the Empcrours feruants, fome Who for want of pay, 
and others by reafon of their {lender pay had left the Empcrours feruicc to follow 
him.) Of which when Siutrm was particularly infoimcd,hc was mightily incen- 
fed, taking it in high fcorncthat he who had bene fb victorious ouer his enemies 
in Brittaine by his Lieutenant, himfelfc being in Italy in proper perfon, mould be 
fo bearded and braucd bya thcefc. Whereupon hegaueancwcommiffion toone 

of his guard forthc apprehending of him, and lent him with a great troupe of 
Iiorfcmcn, thrcatning him with death ifhe brought him not aliue. The Captaine 
hauing reciued fuch a peremptory commaundemcnt, vndcrftancling that he was 
wont to entcrtainc anoihcr mans wifc,caufed her husband to perlwadc her to af- 
fift him in tiic bufincs,that fo he might befure to furprife him. And by this fleight 
he was caught whilft he was afleep in a cauc,& was afterwards brought before Pa- 
pin/an (goucrnour of the Prouincc) who asked him why hegauc himfelfc to rob- 
bing and fpoi!ing?to whom he anfwered by propounding another cjucftioUj And 
why (Sir) arc you a goucrnour' After this he was caft to wild bcafts: whereupon 

hisfcIIowcs(tothentimberof/ixchundrcd)werc difperfed, as vnablc todo any 

thing without their captaine. 

18 There rcmaine two other f7>rts of thceucs, of which I had rather here fpeaka 
then deferxc them to the next Chaptcr,which I referue for fuch as make no open 

profelfion of ftealing j but clokc their knauerics vndcr colour of their calling: 

which tofpeake the trudi arc none of the (mailed (as moft of thofc heretofore 

mentioned) 
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mentioned) butof thegreareft and grofleft, to wit, Pirates and Bankerupts. Firft 

for Pyratcs 5 they are I confefTc no new vpftarts, but of great (landings euen from 
all antiquitie, as may appearc by ccrtainc verfes of #MW,aJledged by Thucydi- 

des.Yct our Age, number for number, hath had more cunning and skilfull, more 

dangerous and hurtfull thecucs in this kind then any of the former. He amongft 

auncient pirates is famous for his boldneffe, who being brought before i^lcxa»-> 

dtr the great,and demaunded how he durft be fo bold as to play the pirate in the 
narrow feas? anfwered, Bccaufe I do this with a finglc fhip, I am called a thcefe, 

thou that doeft the like witha great flcetc,art called a King . Which anfwer plea- 
fed (^Alexander fo well (as the ftory reports; that he pardoned him . Here note 

that die wordpirate which I haue tranflatcd/^f/^,/ignifieth one thatrobbeth by 

fca,whom wc call a rouer 9 ovfea-robben which gcnerall word I was the more bold 

to vfe,bccaufc it futeth better with the other gcnerall, viz. robberies. But whether 

we vfc the gcnerall or the particular^ skilleth not : we haue here the anfwer of a 

very bold thecfe, cfpccially feeing he had to dealc with fuch a mighty monarch as 
Alexander was. Notwithstanding I perfwade my felfe, that he that fball well 



fidcr the dealing of D ra?ut(a pirate of our uinc)fhall find that he was nothing in- 



feriour in boldncflc andfubtiltic either to him or a dozen of any of the moft fa 
mous theeucs mentioned in auncient ftorics. Concerning Bankrupts , I will not 
fay of them as I did of Pirates , that they areas old as the man in the Moone. For 
certaine itis,there were no bankerupts till long after pirates began to roue, feeing 
it is neccflary there fliould be banks before there could be any bankerupts s ( for 
doubtleflc the coiners of this word, called them bankrupts that kept not their 

banks,but brake them, which the Latins aWforocedcre) and it was a long time 
( wc know)bcfore men knew what banks meant , namely before there was fuch 

trafficke as now there is . And as banks arc more in vfe at this day then eucr they 

were , fo breaking is more vfuall 5 there being as many bankerupts in fome places 

as good bankers. In fome places {I fay): fori except France^ as worthy to haue this 
honour giuen vnto it (not for that it is my natiuc countty , butbecaufc it is a truth 

cleared by daily cxpcriecc)in that it is not fo addicted to this kind of thcft,as other 
countries arc , and Italy abouc the reft. For it ftands with good reafon, that thofc 

who firft brought vp the vfe of banks , fliould be more expert therein then their 
feholcrs 3 and fliould referue fome fecret or other to thcmfclucs , ho w they may 

brcakc bankes and become bankerupts,if they chance to be wearied with that oc- 
cupation . For as they who arc in good crcditc and account, and miftrufted by 
none,need no great cunning to become bankerupts: fo they whole crcditebegin- 

neth to cracke,and to whom men haue an cy c,cannot handfoiYikr brcakc without 

many flcights and fubtilties. Albeit thefe latter (as experience fliewcrh) play the 

ly then the former. And verily the common fay- 

in^Tkre would be nothceuesiftlxre wereno ramwj,ought to bc-cxtended to ban- 
kerupts. And it further giucs vs to vndci ftand,how tranfeendent the wickedncfle 
of this age is in companion of the former . For now arrant thecucs do not oncly 
fcape fcot-free, but find abettors euen amongft thofe that fliould repre'fle them, 
and who oncly haue the fword in their hands to execute the law vpon them. Way 
there arc fome Churches in Italy which arcprofeflfed fan&uarics of roguery ; and 
rather harbour a thcefe that hath ftolen ten or tw entie thoufand p 

hath cut a purfc not worth a groate. And it is grown now to a cuftom togiue 





dayes of payment, yea day after day; during which time, honeft men who 

fencd of all their goods in this fort, are conft rained to fee thefe conicatchcrs make 

K good 
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a, ,hc fire had endomaged h,m.Y« "pake onely 
expedient,^ .hat they were ?^E^ ( 3SSihi»^nonei& 

to more competent bdpsJ w.l «Ued» on ^^tSi^rupnnbis 
theenes^tthougM hau^ 



o 



making oucr their goods,or othcrwifc. ^ d f hcft . 

At/lily o. ■* ~* "f ttefc 

cutpurfcsisnot final. rhenntinaiDcuiav. niehadcut.woUaccufcbet 

the'ftreer.who perceiuing that theparty whore t^^^ ttonttlpat 

told him feeretly ; True it is indeed I «^WP U *«~P can kno ; it better then 

the .eft ,fo that I know not which ot them . ^ee. ^mkj , oftfoll 

JS fo! wa, e,„ told her that M^^&g '» 
foU , nd h r SreSeeed to profeeute the feeond kind of theft , I will fltew 

you tell not my friends that tyot. ^ S^SjSKdo you think I wold 

makemeiunnernad.Ano j^Maft<«,^l m«mgooa ra ^ gfegVoftiv fether 
euer ha»e eo me hither ifl hud ^^^^X^ B Ji,0& 

«d^ h ss^ 
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through fuch a lane, for I am indebted to one there,who will arrcft me * Another 
laid tor he hang- man now ready to rurnc him offj Jooke well what thou docft, foe 

if thou tickle mc,thou vv ilt make rac ftart. But this of a Picard is moft famous of all 

the reft, to whom(being vpon the ladder) they brought a poore weather-beaten 
wench that had mifcaried,tclling him that if he would promife vpon his faith and 

faluarion to take her to wife, they would faue his life : whereupon defiring t6 fee 
her <*o and perceiuing that flic was lame and that flie limped, he turned himfclfe 

to the hang- man,and laid Aitaquejttaqutflte sloqHt: DijpatchJifpatch,Jhe halteth. 
And I remember that being at fupper in /la/purge mthcharlcsdeMaritlac then 
Bifliop of Vienna, and Ambafladour for the French King, when this ftory was 

told s a Dutch gentleman who was at the table, paralleled it with another very like, 
of an accident that happened in Qmmvkejo wir,of a man adiudged to theblocU 

to whom (being vpon the (caff old) they brought a woman that had trod awry 
Offering him the fame condition they had done the former: where the fellow ha 



■ 



ing viewed her well, and perceiuing that fhe had a fliarpc nofe and Bat cherkes 



faid he would not buy repentance Co deare • vtterine withall a Dutch prouerbe „_ 

rime, the meaning whereof is thunder a {harpc nofeandflat cheekes there to nogood 
to be found. I remember alfo that it was concluded out of thefc examples at that 

liipper , that whores io former times were more hated and abhorred then at this 

day .But to leaue this difcourfc, and to returnc in a word to the icfts and fcolfes of 
thefc wicked wretchcs,I will onely addethis one thing, that if there were nothing 
clfc to fliew thepowcr and efficacieof Gods word where it hath free paflagc, this 
alone were fumcient toprouc that where mens confcicnces arc touchedto the 

quicke,iuch euents arc fefdome or ncuer ieene 5 becaufe the word of God teaching 

what cternalllifc and etcrnall death mcane,and piercing through ( as the Apoftle 
laith)cucntothcdiuidingofthefoulcandthefpirit > caufcth the ftouteftcham- 

pionsand moftdefperateruffians icrioufly tobethinke thcmfelues of their future 
eftate: whereas mens forged anddeuifcddo&rincs^vnder colour of religion, dull 
fome,and minifter vnto others matter of laughter. 

2 1 I proceed now to the fecond kind of theft , which I kept in ftorc for wo- 
men^ meane that whereby they hornifie their husbands. And here calling adul- 
tery/^, I follow the Latine, where furtum (which properly fignifierh theft) is 
often taken for adulter fom j&ax is, adultery. For which canfc it is called by a peri- 
pbrapyfurtim Vtnus, furtiua vokphts^frrtina gaftdia^nd forth* nox . The like 
circumlocutions being vfed alfo in Greeke . And fo a child begotten in adultery 
is caUed in French * Vn enfant defiohe . And verily fall things being duly confide- 
red) it will be found that there is no theft comparable to this, it we regard the for wor<J> 0 
common faying,T&rf which U worth the ftealingjs worth there fl W»|.Whtch can- begone., b ; 

not be fatd of the theft we now fpeake of: for how can a woman rcftorc that vnto ftcaIlh - 

her husbandjwhich (he ftcalcth not from t»im , but rather alicnatcth and lolcth in 
fuffering it to be taken from her?or what honorable fatisfadion may make amends 

for fuch a fault i Therefore it was excellently faid by the wittieft of all the Laiine 
Poets 



nulla reparabilto 



Lafa pudicitta ej, deperit ilk fcmeL 
Who alfo in a ciuill and modeft manner doth not ondy cxprcfTc adulteiy by this 

or the like phrafes, Lxdere fudorem (which fignifieth word for word, to hurt or 

wrong ones chaftitie) but by others alfo which properly fignificik/r,as when he 

iiw^Anferre padorem.and^pere pndorem.OC thcnVft wehauc an example in the 

J s K 2 fecond 
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fccond bookcof his Mctamorphomyn thefcwords: 

Mt filet, & Ufi dat figna rubore pudoris . 

Ofthcfccond,intlicfixt: 

Aut linguam^ atqueocuhs, & qtu tibi membra pudorem 

Abftulcrant t fcrro raftam. 

And in the firft, — tcnuit fafigam , rapuit%pudorem> 

And in the Epirtlc of Helena to Paris: 

Ncc fpolium nojlri turpe pudoris habe. 

Which is fpoken of a married man , and of her of whom he dcliuered that ex- 
cellent favinc formerly mentioned. In which phrafes we are toobferue the word 

pndorMmt, which fignifieth,that a woman committing fuch a ratt,doth not only 

loofc her good name (as wc fay in French, Ofter I'honneur a vnefi/e, T o take amy 

a maids zood name) but cuen all fliame and modcfticWe are here further to note, 
that ouranccttors (to the end they might emphatically defcribe an impudent per- 

fon v ind flicw bo w great a vice they iudged impudencie to bc)callcd an impudent 
man a dotJmd an impudent woman a bnch. .But how (may fome fay ) do thelc ex- 
amples taken out of Ouidami fuch like Poet*, agree to the former difcourfe con- 

cci mm theft fith in the verfes where married women arc oncly mentioned, and 

not maids, it is not find that they defraud their husbands, but that,that is taken 
from them which properly bclongcth to their husbands- To which I anfw«,that 

albeit women commit not this theft thcmfelues,thcy arc not wuhftanding rightly 

called thecucsj be caufc that after they haue defrauded their husbands of the loue 
and loyaltic which they promifed diem by folcmnc ftipulation, and fet it vpon o- 

thcrs they y celd and proftitute thcmfelucs vnto them , that fo they may ftealc 
thatrromtheirhusbandsvvhichofrightbclongsvniothem. 

7 2 1 fay they proftitute thcmfclucs : to put a ncccflary diftinclion betwecne 
fuch as arc allured by plcafure,and thofe who are compelled by {orce.For flie that 

rforw;intofbiidlinglKrluft)isbccomcbankcruptonierhoneftic,hath(doubt^ 

Idle) a whores forehead , and is in plaine tcrmes a very thcefc: whereas flic that is 
notable to withftand thcviolcnce that is offered hcr,and foisconftraincdtoyeeld 

to the w icked will of man ; or is circumucntcd by fubtilty , and lo hath that taken 
from her which otherwife flic would neuer haue yeeldcd,areues by her refinance 
not oncly that (lie is not acc< ffary to die thetr 5 but that her chaft lty is nothing lm- 
' p^chcdorimpaircdtherby.AndwhatUnterguardiancantherebcofawomans 

ch «ftitic then the loue which flie bearcth to her husband? For if loue be fated m 
the foulc and not in the bod vjit muft necdes f ollow,that fo long as the foulc is not 
polluted with the body, chaftity remaines entire without cither foot or blot. And 
how may wc better know that the mind rcmaincth purc,thc body being denied, 
then by a womas rcfiuace^Now that chaftity is not feated in the bodyyt is euidec 
by tha t phrafc which is vfual in fundry languages,wheiby (lie who before flie was 
mimed was called a modcflmaide, is after marriage called a modcjl w*f rM.Wncrc- 

fcrc more / W« did not iudgcarighr ofhcrfclfeandherownecftatc, when 

lliefaid , flic had lofthcrchaftitie,confideringitis not inthepowcrof man to de- 
pi iue a woman thcrcof.Thcrcforc that which flie afterwards added,rhat her body 
wis defiled but her mind was vndefiled (as not confenting to the fadj doth con- 
troil her former aflcrtion, this being granted that the foulc or mind isthefeate 
of vemie and not the body. Which point prophane writers did not fo well con- 

fidcr • for they do not onely excufc this her foulc fatt,m cmbruing her hands 

' in 
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in her o wnc bloud 5 but haue hence taken occafidn tp atoll her to the skies , as a 

moft vertuous and couragious woman 4 in reuenging the outrage done vnto her, 
by her ownc death. But before I make anfwer to theM obictfion,touching the 

violenccand viUanic,which (as they fay ) was offered and done to her chaftitie : I 

would defire them to flic w me what theymeanctw rcuenge^ for in myvndcr* 



/landing itisabfurd, thataniniury fhouldbc reuenged by the death of him 



hom k was offered^ and not of him that offered it . I might further alledgc, that 
flie faid nox^Mors <vttrixerit t o\,'vtndex l Dcath (halltakc rcucngcibut Mors teflis e~ 
r/t, my death (hall be a witnerte. Although (he fliould haue faid , My death fliali 

witnelfc that to all the world, which lying hidden m my hcart,I am not able to ex- 

prcflc.I was fo farrefrom being allured by luft and fcnfuality toyeeld mincaffent, 
that my life by rcafon thereof is a burden vnto me v and as bitter as death it fclfe; 
For anfwer to the fccond. Be it that her death were vindicariue , yet it were but a 
rcuenoc of the iniury done to the defiled body, and not of the wrong done to the 
vndcfUed mind , which is the feate of chaftitic . Whereupon an auncient writer 
(whofc name S^uguflme conccaleth ) hath this excellent faying, oftange and 
admirable thing , there were two perfins t and yet me onely committed adulterie . But 
S^Augnhne difputeth the point further in this /or r:If it were not light skii tcdnefTc 

and leuitie that caufed her to companic with Tar quinine is vniuftly puniflicd, 
confidering flie is chaft. For certcs, the more her adultery is excufed, the more is 

her murthcr condemned 5 and contrarily , the more her adultery is condemned, 
the more is her murthcr excufed: this being grantcd,that it werejawfull for a man 

to kill himfelfe.The fame father commending the fine conceit of the forefaid wri- 
ter ham a finer of bfe ownc in hisfecond reafon (if itbehis) when as hefaith,5i 

Mdultera, cur laudato ft fttdica,c»r occifa? that is,If flie were an aduItcrefTc,why k 

flic commended? if flic wcrcchaft,why was (he murdered c Vppn which words 

a friend of mine (an excellent fcholler, and one whom God hath enriched with 
many rare gifts and graces of his fpi rit, the fruite wherep£is reaped in many p aces 
ofChriftendomcatthisday; made not longfince this pleafant Epigram, which 
I will here impart to the Reader 



bi forte iLucrctia, gram adulter^ 

mmeriib ex merit a prarnia cxdefetu * 



Sin pot ins catto vu eft allata fudi 

$uu furor eft ho ft is ermine velli mori? . , - 

Fruftra tgitur Undent caPt.ft t Luctcth:namqu< 



I furiofa rui**otl fcelemta cadis 



I will here alfo fet it downc in French as it was turned ex tempore byone of the 



Authors friends 



i 



Si lepaillard t'a pteu> ieftlgtand tort ^ucrecc 
gue par ta tnort tu veux>coulpablc',eflrc Uuet; 

UMaisfi ta chaflctejar force eft violet, . 
Vourle forfait iautruy^moutirtft'Ctfagefftt 

Pour neant done tu veux ta memoin tftrt hturtufc 

Car, on tu mcurs mefchante, on tu meursftrieufii 

That is, ■ 



v * 



Were thst vnchajl mate welcome to thy bed 

Lucrcce,% luji W iufltypunifbedw . =• 

Whyfeekft thou fame M^.dSl d$wdty 

But if joule force dcfiCd thtoehomft fad 
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His enely rate flmld haut bene funijhedi 
Why dtajl thou for another* vtllanie? 

Both wayes tlry thtrjl of fame is ton vmuft, 
nm^or for fond r Age jrguiltie lull. 
ButnottorpcakcotChriftians,I pcrfwadc my felfe that if this fart ofhcrs had 

bene propounded to heathen Philofophcrs, they would hauc giucn no other 

iudecmcnt. Surelamof^/^whointwofeuerallplaces giucs this reafon 
why husbands may lawfully kill the adulterer, viz. becaufe he : ftealcs iroui i them 

thcloucandloyalticofthcirwiucs,ductononc but to themfelucs :Fonr (faith 
bO it To fall out that a woman be forced againft her will , yet her husband will en- 

tcrtainc her as kindly,and loue her as dcarely as bcfore,fo long as her loue towards 

him is liartic and entire. Which faying of his agrecth wcl with my former afkrtio, 
that there is no better gardian of a womans chaftity.thcn her loue to her husband. 
Now this point I was the more willing to handle , as a cordiall for chaft and mo- 
deft matrons; that if they chance cither by fury of the warres,or infolenctc ot the 

conquerours.to fall into the like inconucnicncc with Lncretia , they fliould not 

defpaire as fhe did, but rather remember that which hath bene laid, and make vie 
thereof : left othcrwifc they runnc from one mifchiefe into another , calling the 
hcluc after the hatcher,* it is in the French proucrbe. Of which defperate cour- 
f c5 wc hauc dayly examples , fomc whereof (as they come to my mind) (hall bf 

recorded in the Chapter of murthcrs.. m 

x 2 But,for one that rakcrh the matter fo to heart, that flic Hands in neede ot 
fuchaduertifements , there are(I fcarcme) an hundred who had needcof other 
manner of admonitions,to put them in mind how ftraighr the band of matrimo- 
nicis-and to withdraw themfrom the dcteftablc opinion of the Philofopher,who 
labouring by ail mcancs td ednfound the order of nature,hartcned on women by 
thecxamplcofanhoufc, which is not a pin the worfe , for lodging other gueffe 

and inmates bcfidc theowncr . Efiltetu* alfo (whom with dMufonuu I take to be 
the honeftcft of all the Philofophcrs) faith , that women in his time defended 
themfelucs and their fwect doings with the faying of Plato in his Pohtickcs, That 
women on?ht to be common-, and therefore they had this booke continually in their 

hands Wherein though Plato did much oucr-lhootc himfelfc , yet it was the 
lcaft pan of his meaning his words fliould be wreftcd to this fence , or hauc this 
conftruftion fct vpon thcm.which thefc modeft matrons made thereof ro defend 
thcmfeluesf and iuftifie their dealing in the darkc . For he faid not, that women 

were to plight their troth to their husbands, that fo they might kecpe open houfe 
for all comers - but he aimed at another markc,w|iich though it be not warran- 
tablc,no not in the iudecmcnt of the very heathen , yet thus much I darefay,that 
it is fane more tollc table then the longtailc of mifchieues and inconueniences 
which adultery drawcth after it . How euer it bc,wc may plainly percciue by the 
tcftimonic which Bpictetm giucth of the Romane Ladies in his time , that they 
rookc no fuel) areat delight in reading the hiftory of Lucretia-Aov ifrhcy had,cjuc- 
ftionlefle they would ncucr hauc pleafed themfelucs fo much in reading Platoes 
tickes cfpecial ly thofc places where 3 fuch fweere fay inos are recorded . And 



though women at this day hauc not platoes workcsjitskilleih not, feeing tney 

fay their IcITon well enough without booke . Wherein I report my fclfe to the 

dames of Paris, and to them rathci'thcfi to any of ouf good golfips , not becaufe 

it is the city wherein my fclfe was borne, r>\ft for that the)>raife of all fubtil Heights 
DoflTiblc to be inucntcd(whcrcby they cuckolizcand hornifie their husbands, fore 

\ God 
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Godknowes againft their wils) doth properly pclbrig vnto them in the opinion 
of all vpri2ht,confcionablc and indifferent iudgds . Which commendation; J\e 
eatic them who being told that the time would come whcri..he fliould weare 
homes as wellashis neighbours, and be mocked as kindly as he, had mocked o- 
thers (aid,hc knew a good remedie for it. And being intreated fa (hew whatprc- 
fcruatiuc he had in ftore ngainft fuch cuckolixine 3 anfwcrcd, That he wpM neuer 

w ^/«P^/iMnfinuating,that there was no place in the world where this in- 
conucnicncc might worfe be auoided . For my part if I were to fpeakc my con- 

iciencc herein • as he (aid , that he loued Plato well , but loued truth better: 

fo hauin« made this protcftation, that I prefcrre thc.tru th before my n«j tiue coun- 
trey I nrnft needs conf eflc,that though 1 haue trauelled through diuers countries 
and (biourncd there no finall time, yet was I neudr in place where cuckolds. are 

better cheape,or (to fpeak more properly) where they may be made better chcapc 
then at Paris. Some cuckolds arc glad they haue, fuch homes, thinking themielucs 

the better for thcm:othcrs,who are not yet come to this preferment watch opor- 

tunitie to clime thereunto. A third fort arc malcontent with their hcauie heads: 
but alas poorcfoules,rhere is no remedie butpaticocc: for if they complaine of 



their wiies neuer fo little, they fliall be fure,no|onely to was w Iwjgrand larger 



in fpitc of their teeth . but in ftead of pulling them m and hiding them (hall be 
made to (lie w them to the world 5 as we fee in the example of certainc kind cuc- 
kolds mentioned before, who commencing One againft their wiues for fuch dal- 
liance and double dealings nothing but their paincs for their labour,yiz.to be 

pointed at cuen by little children, who could fay, thefc are they wbo caulcd them- 
felucs to be regiftrcd for cuckolds by the fentence of the Court.By which wc may 
fecwhat difference there isbctweene this and former ages 5 when (as Xenop/m 

Witneftcth) the law was fo ftrift againft adulterers,that they only of all delinquents 

were to die the death. But leauing the hiftorics of former times, wc Ice how men 
arc permirtcd in many places of Italy (in fuch a cafe) to do execution vpon their 
\viucs,without other tbrmeofiufticc. And I remembcr.that during mine abode 



at 



XapUs (fliortly after the beginning of the warrc of Stent) a certainc *for«ffite 
lu^' fecrerlyentredintothecitic killed his wifc^hom he tooke atvnawares in hMtt » a 
the fadt . And it was told me fome few dayes after', that he was not oncly acquit 
and cleared by the Courr,but that the rnagiftrates were about to enac^ a law,that 
all Ftrufsites who ftealing priuily into the chic could pcrformc the like lufticc in 
doitm execution vpon their adulterous wiues, mould not oncly, be exempt from 
punimment, but alfbredecme their baniflimenjt, , Yet I cannot mftly fay that 
it was fo concluded : but fure I a»p> that t heard it fpoken by one of their chicfcft 



counfellers.fliortly after the death of their Viceroy : Andthough wchad n Q ojhev 



ftory but that of the Sicilian Eucnfong , it were fumcicnt to ^icw, that ^uckolds 
were then made dog chcape. But I feare me,all I that I can fy herein, will bo but fo 
many wafte words fpoken in the wind ^fpccial 1/being dueled to thofc who re- 
lic fo much vpon the noddy like fimpliciticand cuckold-I.ke Ijountie of their t»>m 

husbands. For doul?t!c(Ie therearca number at tl?is day cofin-gcrmans to that 

wittall , who fufpeaing that his wife plaid the wanton in h is abfence, came vppn 

a time and tooke her at vnawarcs iathc fae>, and feeing hislieutenants flioes (tan- 

ding by the bed fide . See (faid he) a plaine proofeiiereof . It is.enougli fo f me to y m if j f 

hauefcneit:andhau\ngfofaid,wentbackc^ * ' 

dftheii fport. And comming the pcxt morning .to his kinHncnand frieodsaold 

them what had befallen him : fay?ng withall,0 Lord how may i man be tianfpor. 

K 4 ted 
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ted with angers for when I faw the knaites fliocs ftanding by the bed fide, I could 
hauc found in my heart to hfojcpullcd them in a thoufand pccccs. But to retutne 
to the argument in hand. Albeit this difcourfe would fcrue for no other end, yet 
it would fcrue to prouc that thofc hufwiues, who becaufc. they can Co eafily plant 
homes on their husbands hcads,arc caMcdgattwt wenches fluickc witteJ 9 merryjlif 
creet, wife, we/l fpoken ,/dciaMe, or (at the worft) good 'zofsips* 3 fliould be termed (as 

rhcy were in old time) theeues pitches ,and majliue-ivhores , to omit their common 
epithctc oC jdt-bitches . But it is now high time we proceed to the pranks which 
women haucplayd Co cunningly with their husbands, that iris not without caufc 

that both Latin and Grcekc writers call them theftsitor if adultery (how cuer it be 

committed) may truly be called theft 5 much more that which is accompanied 

with fuel) fiibtilticsand Heights. 

24 To profecute therefore the examples of the fine fetches praclifcd by our 
hufwiues in fiich like thefts , farre furpaffing (in my conceit) the wiles and fubril- 
ties of our anccftors wiues: I will begin with a flcight which I hauc heard at Paris 
a thoufand times, and hauc found it fince among me narrations of the late Queen 
of Njturre,bcm^ Co famous that it may well be the ring-leader of the dance. Accr- 
taincgroomcof c/w/w . laft Duke of ^f/nr^Vchambe^hauing intelligence that 

his wife (much yonger then himfelfe) was very familiar with a yong gentleman; 

being at the firft very loth to crcditc the rcport,yet at the laft he rcfblucd with him- 
felfe to trie the truth thereof. Whereupon he faincd bufincflc abroad for two or 
three dayes: where his wife being loth tolctfogood an oportunuie flip,without 

hauing her lotiere companic , fent for him ftraightaftcr hcrhusbands departure. 
But hegiuing them not Co much time as to be onehalfe hourc together, returned 
backc againc, and knocked hard at the doore . She knowing it was her husband, 
told her loucr* who was prefently ftricken with fuch a bodily fearc, that he would 
hauegiuenall the points at hishofc to hauc bene gone,and could hauewifhed 

himleJfe with the man in the Moonc. But (he willing him to make himfelfe ready 
in all hau\bad him be of good chcarc, and let her alone, for flic knew a ready way 
to let him efcapefwithout dangcr.In the meanc time her husband continued knoc- 
king at tile doore, and calling to her as loud as he could. But flic mining the deafe 
care, made as though fhe heard nothing , and to colour the matter the bcttcr,cal- 

led aloud to oneof her men, and faid,Why do you not rife to caufe them to hold 
their peace, that make fiicha noifeat the doore? Is this a fit houre to come to ho- 

neft mens houfcs?If my husband were at homc,they durft not be fo bold. Now 
albeit he cried ns loud as lie could, Sweet wife open the doore , yet flic opened 



(lie law her loner ready, watching fitoportunitic to flip away. Then opening 



husband (who had but one eye) and bidding him (or 

bling rather ro bid him) welcome in the kindc/r melting manner, fhc began in 

this fort: Welcome home fwect heart jO how glad am I of your comming? fori 
had a ftrangc drcame this night , wherewith I was Co delighted, that I ncuer tooke 

greater content in all my lifcfor me thought you had rccoucrcd the fight of your 
cye.Then embracing & ktffing him,fhe tookehim gently by the head ,and doling 
his good eye with her hand,T)6you not fce(faid (hc)bet ter now then you did be- 
fore? And whileft flic thus welcomed him home, blindfolding his good eye , fhc 
auc her Ioucr oportunitic to flip away. The Did Princcfle fui thcr reports,how a 

usband-mans wife hearing that her husband was coming,caufcd M.Curate (licr 

fecond husband)to faue himfeffe in an vppcr loft,by couering the trap doore with 
a fan : who wearied with (laying there fo long , looked through the trap doore, 

where 
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where he efpicd the womans husband fleeping by thefire 5 but the great Loutlea- 

ncd fo heauily on the fan (as he ftouped downe) that both came tumbling downc 
together hard by the good man: who awaking at the noife, and asking nis wife 

whatit meantjSweetheart(faid fhe)it isour Curare, who borrowed our fen, and 
hath now brought it home againe.The fimplc fot tooke this as a fufficicnt anfwer j 
yet (faid he) he returnes it very churlilhly , for I was afraid thehoufe would hauc 

fallen vpon my head. She further maketh mention of a maid, who to the end fhe 
might more fecurely enioy the company of her louer,who was feruant in the houfe 

with her (which houfe the Princcfle alfb mentioneth) feared her miftris out of 

her houfe (in the abtence of her husband) by making her afraid of a kind of fpirit 

called d Hobgoblin. But her husband coming home againc about two yearcs after, 
& finding that his wife had remoued to another houle vpon this occafion,brought 
her backe to her old home, telling her that he would not feare him a whit,though 

it were the diuel himfelfcAnd indeed he playd his partfo well,that albeit the fpirit 

(I meane the maide that counterfeited the fpirit, who alfo ouerthrew and tumbled 

boords, treHels and ftooles vp and downc the chamber) buffeted him the firft 

night; yet he made the white diuell pay for it the night following , catching hold 

other hand as fhebegan to deale her blowes . Which puts me in mind of a like 

ftory which I hauc often heard of my deccafled mother,of a maid that fcrued lou- 
lit* R*dius her father , who to feat e all out of a certaftic roome,whithet flic vfed to 
refbrt to fblace her fclfe,and fpend the time in daliance with a fcruing man of the 
houfe,countcrfcttcd a fpiritj which knauety had not bene detected but by means 

of the CudMaditu her maftcr,a man of excellent parts, and great learning for thofe 
times,as appeared) by bis workes. We readc alfb in Boccoxe y x\i2X lp i ri rs, hobgob Ji n s 
and fuch like phantomcs,haue holpen women to play the wantons in celebrating 

thefe my ftcrics . And verily fince fpirits and ghofts left walking by night , wo- 
men which followed the occupation hauc loft much by the bargainc, feeing this 
was their laft and fureft refuge . I remember well, that when 1 was but a child, a 

? an fun cofined her husband by mcancs of fuch a Robin good fellow^ which knauc- 

rie of hers was the argument of a play,which many yearcs after I faw a&ed by the 
Players of Sonne. See here ( gentle Reader) how Monks and their mates (I meanc 

their kind Kates) hauc benefited themfelues and made their trenchers fat (as it is 

in die French proucrb) with this opinion and perfwafion of the common people, 
at which notwithftanding (fince abufes were detected) eucn they who before 
maintained fundry like trumperies with tooth and nailc,naue made but a mockc 
and a nfijper of merrimcnt.For weare not ignorant what Tragedies the Iacobins 
of fl?rw,and the Francifcans of Or/MW played by meanes of thefe fpirits , whole 
helpc notwithftanding in getting new cuftomers, Monks and Priefts vfed not,bc- 
caufe the good opinion which men had of their holinefTe , did furnifh them 

fufficiently with fundry other dcuices, as hereafter fhall be declared : which could 

not for all that (fince their knaueries were difcouered) hclpe them at adadliCt, 

and feme them as a Delphian fword for all affayes,as in former time. And can wc 
now wonder, that true religion which hath opened mcnseyes,and enlightened 
them with the knowledge of the truth , fliould haue any more morrall enemies 
then Priefts and whores? Where vnder the name fr/r/f^becaufe Monks mall not 
complaine that they arc forgotten, I include the whole fric and fratcroitie of for- 
nicating Fricrs,tag and rag, whether they be blacke,white,or gray. 

25 But to returne to our modeft matrons : let vs heare how a dame ojf Suha 

kept both herqwnc credite with her husband and Frier Raw aids alfo, fd whom" 

(although 
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(although he was her goflip (as being godfiithcr to one of herfonnes) beforehe 
h^ame a Frier) (he had proftituted her fclfe,not once nor twice,bnt fo oftcn,that 

flic mould hauc bene cloyed at leaft fliould not haw 

mcatc - ic fortuncd that w , hi i c ? l u F rr w , ,th a ls ! 

thTqueane,and his fellow with her maldc in a loft of the houfc,hcr husband cam, 
knocW^ 

vnS is my husband . Thcr? mute a little w ith her felfe, (he bad the Frier 
make him Seady inaUhaft, and he mould fee how finely flic would gull her 
g^^boJlAiw&^acuftion. And hauine to d h,m wtotpar the 
Kd p lay in this pagcant^e anfwered him (who was a5 this while rapping and 

H charfliehadlaydhcrchild in the fame P^C where the to 
hid bene aally ing together.) And ftraight (he whips out of bed, and had no foo- 
™ncd the oWe,but me begins in this fortrO husbaMwot vou whatd had 
Utde Sought I mould cucr haue icenc this hourc,that vvc ftiould fofc our fonnc: 
SSSKgood goflip Frier tot tf(whom God fent hither m th,s our extir- 

SfflA" fdfc wc flw " » cuc ' fcch * m aUue^ine Her fottife 

Sd welnigh fwounded at the very fir ft : but after a while taking heart * 

rrinc he defired her to tell him what the matter was. Whereupon fliel^e a fhlfe 

Cane began to relate cuery drcumftance in this fort: At the &ft<fa,d (he) 1 was 
Loft dead to fee the child Iwound in fuch former I thought he would prefer, ly 

I Tuc liucn v P the ghoft , fo that I could not tell in the world what to do : but (as 
God would)W.i?Lwourgoodgomp came at the very inftant and taking nun 

hi his arm«, faid,GolIip,rhc child is ficke of cheft wormes,which gnaw vpon his 

Cack,and will be his death except he takefome remedy for them ; tee 
not, I will coniure them well cnoueh I warrant you, and that q^**foe 
I go henccy ou fball fee him as wel J againc a* ^eucr he was. ^^<" ^ 
we wanted you to (ay ccrtainc prayers, and that the maide could not find you he 
teLd his fellow tofay them in an vpper loft* » L ^^J*^^ 

fclucs here in th is roomc,bccaufc none but he and the mother of the child maybe 
^^fichainyftcffc. And I perfwade my felfe he ; Wh the child yet inlm 

me, i nd ftayes onely vpon his fellow , who if he had laid his prayers^ were 

ended for the child is nowwell recouered . The fimplc fot, nothing rmnrufting 
hk wi«Xuery,fi 6 hed deeply and faid.hc muft needs fee him M teug 

haTnot bene reidy, and in fuch cafe that he mighthot be gMcT 

faid vnto himtO good now,go not in yct,cxcepr you wil marre 
a „d I wil fee whether you may come in or not .and accordingly l"*^Y™> 
The Frier, who had the child in his armcs, and heard their whole difcourfc , made 
himfelfc ready at his lcifure. And when he thought it time to let them in,hc called 
aloud Ho JL,did I not hearc your husband The fimple cockfcombc anfwo 
red Yes marry did you Sir.Whcrcupon M. W<f bad him eomeimand i compc* 
fing his countenance to grauiticM Hc^ 

neffe I hauc recoucrcdi I did verily thinke he would not haue hued nil night : bur 



> 



do you hearc fir,you muft crcc* a ftatucof waxe luft of his bignefle to the 
of God before the image of blcflcd Saint ^mbrofu> , through whofe merits 
our Lordhath fliewed you>is fauour . Hethcn taking the chikf in hisarmes (as 
Hough he had taken him out of his graue) began to kmc him and to ^ h» 
oodsoflip for this great cure.In the raeane time Frier Re»M fellow (to the end 
ight fo play his part, as that it might be anfwerablc to the pageant which he 
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had heaidrromtheplace where he lay hid) came downe from the loft, and told 

his brother Rtnald that he had (aid the fbure prayers which he had enioyned him. 
Which done,thc fimplc fellow made them a banquet of the beft wine^ with ftore 
of preferues and fweet meates 3 and accompanying them out of his houfc with a 
thoufand and a thoufand thankes, recommended them to Gods protection : and 
cau/ing a picture to be made in all haft,fct it vp among his other pictures before the 

image of S.Ambrcfe. 

26 Moreouer, we reade of fimdry women who haue played itrange parti 
with their husbands^through the counkll and aduicc of Priefts (or Monks) who 
had fome intereft in them ; but thofc I will referuc (asreafon requires) to rurnifft 
oue the legend of Hcclefiafticall vertucs hereriext cnfuing,(leftit fhould be laid; 

that for the great refpec* I hauc of womens crcdit,I fliould afctibethat vnto them 
Which of right belongs to Church-men.) To profecute thcrcforc'my forma dif- 
courfc (after 1 (hall haue once againc intrcatcd the Reader to pardon me, if I be 
ouer-tedious in the rehearfall of fome of thefc ftorics,the better to difcouer thefe 
damnable deuifes, and to breed a lothing and deteftation of them , the memory 

whereof ought otherwtfe to be buried) I will begin with a fine feate played by a 

woman ofFierettce, as it is recorded by two Florentines, who haue written of it 
almoft in thefame maner.WhUeft this Florentine was with her knaue,there came 



to whom (though fore againft her will,y ct for ccrtaine refpefls) flie g 



She thennearing him come vp the ftaires , defired him that 

fir ft, to hide himfelfc behind the bed,tUl (he had fent the fecond away ; Whom.be- 

caufc flic could not difoiiflcfc (bone as fliewirtied, it fo fortuned that her huC 

band came whileft both were with het in thehoufe.Thcn if euer there was poorc 
womaputto her (hifts»it was (he, feeing flic was toanfwerfor them bothatonce, 
and to giuea reafon of their comming : and as for the fecond, he could not chufc 

but be defcried, hauing left his horfc in the court, thinking her husband had bene 
gone from home. What doth flie rhen^ Marke the Wile of a Womans wit : flic rc- 
queftedhim that came the fecond,to draw his fword , and with an angry frow- 
ning countenance to runne downc the ftaires , and to fay as he went, / von> hm 
before God I mil meete with him in fome other place: which when he had done (not 
anfwering her husband a word,who asked him what the matter was, but that he 
wold meet with him ibme where elfe,which he boOd with a great oath) the cood 

man went vp the ftaires, and finding his wife at the ftaires head(penfiue and fore 

afraid ) asked her what the matter was,and why the man who he met went in fuch 
fhreatniflgmanetfShedrawlngback towards the chamberfthat her knaue behind 
the bed might heare her , anfwered * Alas husband I was neucr in fuch fcare in all 

my lifex for here is a yong man within, a ftrangef whom I netier faw before,who 

fled hither to fauc himfelfe,being purfued by oric with adrawneftvord . To be 
fnort,(hc handled the matter fo cunningly by her prittle nrattlc (rhegaflant which 
lay hid,afterwards affirming that it was fo)that whereas flic like a villanOus qucanc 
had done her husband double wrong in one and the fame action , yet flie made 
him beleeue that (he had doneboth honeftly and wiiely,in forefceing (hat no fuch 
rrt Ifchiefe (hould be committed in his houle.The good man then hauing inuited 
the knaue to fupper,and fumiflied hini with a good hor/e, brought him Cafe\y 



h is houfe to f Wr.This was the Florentines feate. Let vs now heare how ano- 
ther hufwifc neare to Tlortnce gulled her husband with the like. Which (hough 



may feeme at thefirft not halfe fo cunningly carried las the formcr,yet it exceeds 

ely it,butall the reft I haue remcmbred: fo that I cannot fufflcicntly Wonder 
1 how 
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how women mould hauc fuch wits & wiles to fauc their credit & good name, and 

KS re flioW bc/o ill aduifed to hazard the famc.But the prouidcncc of 
G od is much more to be wondred at,in caufing theft (hife and dcuices (inuented 

t do to Queries) to be the only meanes to difcouer them to the world,and 
or™ them to pofteritic : which ought » teach vs to walk before bun in feare. 
?hSSScC^ then bailing hid her varlet vndcr the bcd,wcnt forthwith to her 
hSffiho came home wife (he litle expend) and began to chide him : excee- 
«y" telling him that it Icemcd he was purpolcd to comit her into the fc gcan* 
3s who were but newly departed,bauingranfaekcd cuery corner of the hou c. 
Th SZ kins to hearc fuch newel ,asked her aduice what wasbeft to be 
ESa Xtcs of the cit ie were already (hut Ac told him Hie knew no 
K ifc then to h ide himfelf in the doue-coat: where hauing mewed him vp, 

& ke^ 

tatcX S« wnd after he had made a great rumbling iiojiV about the houfc, 
fh ■ nemw it f h m feeurcly,holding him cloic prifoner of who (he ftood in feare. 
1 we nfinkc S? ecouni al the Heights and fubtihies which arc reported of thefe 
E S ihofc that are da^y inuented) though 1 mould but only reckon 

need of a Robin good fellow tohelpc them atapinch,asin othcrplaccs, confide. 

She^ N ™Mdd5 
fooken of (bmc thecucs mote cunning then bold , and of othcis more bold then 

He- fo ve hauc examples of two forts of thecuifh qucanes to mftancc this 
k n oHh ft whereof wc now fpeake. And to begin with their boldnefle and im- 

W at Pa^L hearing her husband knock at the doorc as (he was in bed with 
h SS r?would not onccW a foote ,but charged the portcr(to whom foe had 
e im die watchword) that he (hould not opt n the doore. til he had bene found- 
Cii by the clocked the end (he might cnioy her knaues co- 
lic longer and com mit her villanic at her pleafure. Where her filly husband (no- 

to ri"he aied,the more flic curfed, fay ing, that he laboured bucin vame 
a, was too cunning to be deeeiued by fuch a companion i , thoughhe 

would no be cone, flic would crowne him with fuch a garland as he wouM no 

end when (he thought it fit time (hailing hid her feet heart) (he fee 
he porte to open the doorc: to whom notwithstanding flic cried out at the wm- 
d^SJthc matter the bctter)Thou knauc.why focft thou open thedoorc 
to th ruffian? thou (hall anfwer for this geare. This pageant (being much like to 
one formerly mentioned) was played at Pari* about fcucntecncy cares ago. 
, 7 But as the (cldomc and 1 laic apparition of fpirits hath not a little endoma- 

e cd popifh Pricfts and wanton women: fo doubtlcs both of them hauc loft much 
lv the ba caine,fince pilgrimages grew out of rcqucft , thofe efpecia ly, whobe- 
^ScoALL! chill* by their husbands,wcre wont to feck the hek> of 
feme eood Saint.True it is indeed they haue recourfc to proccflios alfo(which arc 

yeHnWcredk 

of matter then going in pitoccfflon; for ourLadicof vermes would by one means 

o X make vertues of vices before they camehomc again.Concci mngPricfts 

Cember a fubtill flcight inuented by a ^^^^^f^ 

hath nothing common with the former,being fuch a dcuicc as by Gods ludgment 
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befell the Prieft who followed her direction /The Aory (which is famous amongft 
fiuc hundred ) is this : The Curate oionz^m nearc to Amboije\ perfwaded by his 
hoftc/Ie(who he kindly entertained) to make 1 a& though he would be gelded (to 
prcuent the fufpition and iealoufie of her husband,) and the feate to be done by 

one M. Peter des Serpens ,borne at Mllantrois in Betry> (cne for his kinsfolks ^and ha- 
uing told them that though he durft neuer difcouer vnto them his maladic, yet he 
now found his cafe to (land in fuch tickle cermcstj that he was conftraincd to take 
that courfe: whereupon he made his will, and hauing told M, puer (to colour his 
knaucry the better) that if he chanced to die, he would forgiue him with allhis 
hcart(albeithchad (ccretly agreed with him onely to make a flourifh, andfor this 
end had giuen him foure French crownes) he put himfelfe into his hands, furTe- 

ring hindelfe to be bound,and in all points to be handled as one that defired to be 
cut indeed. But it is to be notcd,thar as me Prieft had agreed with M.Peter onely 

to make a flourim as thou gh he would do fomething:(o his hoft ( who had intelli- 
gence of this pageant) hadcouenantcd with him vnder hand to geld him indeed, 

promifing to giuc him twifc as much as he hadrecciucd of the Prieft to counter- 
feit and do nothing : fo that being perfwaded by him, and hauing this filly fir khn 

at his mercies after he had ftrongly bound him with cords and thongs, handand 
foote,he went roundly to worke, and (licwcd him a caft of hb office indeed , tel- 
ling him withall,that he was not wont to make a mock of his occupation. Lo here 

into what a pitifull plight this poorc Prieft was brought through the dcuicc of this 

wicked woman 5 anefhow going about to deceiue ner husband more cunningly 
then euerhehad done beforejiim/elf was oucrreached by a cunning deccit,much 

more preiudiciall to his perfon . This accident happened about 35. yeares ago. 

Now this gelding of the Prieft puts me in mind ofanother not vnlike, caufed al(b 
by a woman, albeit vpoa farre different occafion.For Poggitu writcth that there 
was one in Eugubium a citic in ltaly % who being exceeding iealous of his wife, and 

perceiuing that he could notlcame whether (lie vfed thecompanie of fome other 
or not,thrcatned todo her aflirewd turnejand thcrupon gelded himfelf .that if af- 
terwards (lie chanced to be with child,(lic might be conui&cd of adultery. A nd as 

one narration drawcth on another , whileft I was penning the fecond examples 
third came to my mind, caufed Hkewife by a woman , though vpon an occafion 
differing from both the for mer, which 1 would not haue related (it being fo ex- 
ceeding ftrangc) but that I heard it credibly reported by one who is a deadly enc- 

mie tolyingand leuitie . The ftory is this: Thebaftard of the houfe of Campoit 

neareto Rworantin hauing follicited a gentlewoman for the (pace of two yeares, 

andintheend won her good will: finding himfelfe not fbdifpofed to execute his 

villanic when flic ycelded her (elfe^is he defiredjdeparted to his lodging at clhthtu 
in fuch a rage and fury-that hauing got a barbers razor,hc cut offhis priuities, the 
indifpofirion whercorhad fruftrared him of his hope, and of the miite of that 

which he had fo long defired : and hauing (b donejocked them vp in a cupboord. 

Thisacctdcnt (as I was informed) happened about fiuc and twentie yeares ago, 
A nd becaule it fcrues fo norably to difcouer vnrovs what moodie,mad, and furi- 
ous fpirits this age affoordeth,I wold not omit it no more then the former. Albeit 

they make mention of twp forts of gelding , which appcrtaine not to the fubtill 

heights of women as the former. 

18 My purpofe was here to hauc ended the examples of womens ftratagems, 
but that one comes now to my mind which I cannot omit, though tending to an 

other end.(Notwithftanding all of them proceed from that fpirit which hath cuer 

L bene 
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n„ m «l tomake men the inftrumcnts of their owncdefttuawn.) See 
bene accuftomcd o make ™n i ^ d( . uifcd (fot i hopc I may be bold 

the n as fine and cunning a f »™^""' . , h f d ruch good entertainment a- 
t0 vfc this Grcekc word, fctln S°''^' , ^hc period of her purpofc, 

.nongft vs) vfed by »*£^^^ffi,c was in loSc^or 
which was to draw a yongkhollei -to . I « ff ai h5ch fl, c i )are 

todingnod^ 

nm y <hc came to lecke ncr v,to . ^ colour of con- 

(he were in great pcrplexme he walked by chance 

fcirionthattlKrewasayongfchoUer^ to^ JS foBic £ hcr to 

in the Church, little fulpctting men a i™ ; w ", " f troubles : (lie earncwy 
folly, andfo to bring him and refute in 

in wired him to giuc him fuch good counk II as ic nou ^ 

Uch a ca(e. And hereupon <^^^^^Sg& to haum 
might draw him tohctbowc ^^^^^LlvJid, W2. thai 

hcr hou(e,(he told hun in pa tic nbt wta * f h houre a ' s hc |, n ew 

his manner was »^<^gSdSS^««^l «> '° «"* inb ' 
hcrhu S bandwasab.oad,&aftcilhat oewne 

,hc window: to be (hort, that he did thus and ithu «v*^r&Ued not to Ml the 
,o tl „< Ihe had much ado to ^teHteTbc f^a, 

p oik v ,,crt lr,ki n i;,nS 

his con tience told Dun rn.it tnut wa> .» rhouphrvct made as though 

that he had no, lo much as once ™^ n ^S$2fc » *" d tteJ " d 

he tooke all in good part, as one hat toot in need oMucJ. pr ^ n ^ 
but .hat he could m agtnc ,h "'» e «^j' hiln , hc way w hich he was to go,and 

put in pracWe, conhdenng ^^gKi,, c J to W orfe,he failed not ,o 

the meatus he was to vie , whereupo nl au ing hobad 

go ,he way which ^J^^SKSSnJv abnfed , could 
k t h were infinite to ~« ^ 

which they vie in tbisbchalfc: yet on eth'ng hcic « «ry w X 
.ion.v.V-.tL .^,a*J»«^(^rt ffi C r 3 P nd nol „i(hcrof 

donK or fornication) hath alway« bene ^ 

this vice; and ihcrcfore.hc .^^2^ES?fa,lcs to inuent flcigh, S) as 
not oncly wrought their wits an, "^SX n .they meant <oabufc,)buthauc 
well for themfelues as for ^bZvc^SX* "aroely the Mafle.thc 
vied for dtis pm pole that which dKJ that J,. v(c j, ordina- 

vciy marrow of the.. -^^^^^^^^m^}^** 

(fordcfauUthereof),he.rMa.msandmmow-^ 

which the Pagans Med the.r s*» *^™m£XfoM«^W 

infinite hauc bin mucntea oy u s. s. henuen, whereas 

like good Church ,nci, fc&I lioe it to thy confide- 

Monte and maidemieft 

S&Sfflborfto m priuate , when Ac, wee not afltam d 



CHAPTER. XV; ift 

to defend the ftewes in publikc,cucn in their popular fermohs: as wc hauc heard 
before oColiuer MtilUrd, who goeth yet a ftcp furthcr,and alleadgcth a place out 
of S.Auguflme in defence thereof, and would make that holy and learned father 
belceue,that he did approue of that which prophanfc Pagans hauejcondemncd c- 
uen by thelight of nature: for if wc compare the dealing and demeanour of the 
heathen* in this particular with that of many who .call themfelues Chriftians,wc 
(hall find that they haue dealt Chriftianly , and Chriftians heathenimiy, that is to 
(ay,prophancly .For the heathen puniihed adultery very feucrely^nd f or the moft 
part with death itfelfe : whereas mariy Chriftiaris (asclfcwheke I haue (hewed) 
make buta ieft of ir,anda matter of merimenr.And fuch are thcrimcsjand fogreac 

Is the corruption of this age, that he that would haue examples of ftre chaftitle ia- 
deed,isto fecke them rather in ancient then in moderne ftorics ; And here I re- 
member that Baptijta Fulgofm hauing recorded a ftorie of the chaftitte of a maide 
of Alexandria called Py//&flwM*,breakc$ forth into an exclamation 4 confidering the 

difference betwixt maids in thofe times<& tho/ear this day,which 1 wil fctdo wne 
aftet I haue related the hiftory as folio wcth : Pjthmm being a flaue to a citizen of 

Rome t vfas Co exceeding beautiful! and of fuch excellent behauiouf , that thcRo- 
mane became in louc with hcr : but perceiuing that he could not winne hcr nei- 
ther by promifes nor by menaces , he began to hate her as much as formerly he 
had loued her • and'thcreupon accufed hcr to be a Chriftian (as in truth fhe was.) 

All which notwithftanding,(lie perfifted conftant in keeping h<*r chaftitic,thnueh 

it were with enduring a moft cruell death,viz.to befbd in boy ling pitch. After the 

recitall of which ftorie, Fulgofm faith, where ate thole mnides tobefound now 

adayes 4 who may not well enough blum for fhame to readc thishiftorie^fif h moft 
arc Co farrc from making re/iftancc when men offer violence (which notwithftan- 
dingthey might do without danger) as that they lcauc father and mother, filler 
and brother,kinred and acquaintance, yea arid exoofc tfjcmfelucs to infinitedan" 
gers,onely to latisfic their beaftly lufts : whereas fhe clvofe rather to lofe her. life, 

then her chaftitie . The fame author records other like (lories j which would (no 

doubt) beaccounted very ftrange 5 elpccially to fuch' as make no more offoini- 
cation or adultery, but a worke of nature and a tricke of youth. 

30 There is yet another ftrange thing worthy to beob/erue>d,vu6.thaf they who 
haue fuch quickcand (harpc wits in contriuing>of thefc lleigl^s (when, in they go 
fane beyond their aunceftors) fliould on the Ather23dfi.no.tiJneIy be brutiQi,but 
(as it were) blockifli and (enfleffe in matters of/common courle or. ciuill conuer- 
fation, efpecially in things appertaining to thcio(aluation, which arc as it Wdrc 
riddles vnto them,and cannot unke into their haads 5 and therefore tbfcy lie open 
as a prey toalWiat will abufe themes we flial fcfe iTlcirc at large hereafter. Whereas 

there is no fuch fubtiltie or Height but they can eafily conceiuc It: what fay .1, con- 
ceiueiti' nay plot and praclile it for theatchieuingof ^^thdrwickcd/dcfignemcnts; 
whichifpeake not of women ondy (albeit I haue allcadgcd no examples but of 
them oncly) but alfo of men, who notwithftanding (all thingsconfidercd) hauc 
nothtaa^toinucntfuchfubtilties asivomcn bane : udides irncy take libertie td 

themieiues (fo great is their corruption) to do : tharpublikely .which tboV Con- 
demncin womcn,though it bedonctoeurr fo pritia^ as though God had giucn 

one lawforohc fcxe,and another for the other. Another reafon ^hpre is why.men 

haue no fuch great need of thefc fubtilties and fleigJ)t$,in mat many vfe force and 
violcnccas wc fee in rapes,which arecommittcd at this day with greater impvlni- 
tic then eucr they were. Yet when I fpeake of fine fetches, ItpHu\exccpt our good 
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of fafl and loofc ,by « l^SfXy ,heir fwcct felucs. That of » Fran- 
fed or rather abu cd.fo haue «ncaUo by fc ^ ^ w , 

cifcan is memorable among ,tera V»TwhncaftCTOjaUbedcclare«i. 

do' »es daughter (a 8-*^^*^S^of^^<3^ 
„ But to retutneto the fine tetehesana i un* b ^ ka ^ wlfe 

confiderkreaeunningconucyan^^^ 

iuggling and deride ^"Bj^^ of linncn cloth and ta fc |fljj»- 

<e&»bcb^^*^^°^2, J and couwerfet women with i child 

ons (yet fo as that they may fwcll by dee '«V "" a f „ mca tes,ot ate heauie 
S«elofttheirtaft,orarewaywatJ,o 'Ifl^m&es.ob^deliueredof 

ill at cafc ; and at '^.^JSS^S* P"' 1 ** *?" 

pitall. lint this isnotalLFor ^^^^^^f^^^tM 

fo hauc they alfo,who when Gad to*ttwn a a g ^ 

better to content and plcaTc their husbands -.. i ^ hmban d 

Zeof^^aboutfiftW 

bare ha no great good tjj^g with , po0 re vvoman.who coun- 
led this Height to w.nnc ^ kjggg*^ aftcI (he had obtained a Ptom.fe of 

ted much about the time with her It iff, an an d that (he had 

her that (he mould hauc her ch dd« fconc as he was „ fct a woml n in 

ptacWcd all the fetches «^^^fflSSp« of thc P a BT t t fl,C 1° 
that care) being now ofcbildbirth.but (he began to 

foonet heard that the pootc woman 7 s ; n 5 ^" hthcpaineS of«auel haJcom* 

crone, to lay het downe vpon het bed , » 5 '^»" ^ womansch ad*at was 

?pon het-A W ^^ , ffiw£ffl2S«* ™<> w iues,M.d tte 

b Aocily Aat h« «2SaS^ tall iBifeen^ worth"; 

generally holdcn of the moft . f ut h ""^T on vpon him, nor find in het heart 
? " that me could neuer fct het 1°" »d affeel X ° h by meanes of the forefaid 

he IhnaU hauc any thing to do. » he ^^h^M.houg y ft 
foppofition he was left tie he.r *y his ™ J, t£) , hat pa ff £ ,h« he was 

him increafingdayty mote and more m he end ^ r { , 

contained tooppofchimldfc ag™" ^'" f ^ wlng rf-hk tight (asbemg the 
where heprofecuted the mattet fc hotly ^'r?"3, ha< hi s 6thcrhadlcfther. 
foSei,e).hathecallcdhet "J^^&f^ Ao« to eompafle bis 
Which did fo ftingand ^*«*£^Aw BH »ih«d<»4«i»«^ 
dca ,b s atleaftwift i« » eredj ^**2ffiby wo«8 ^«hlA«to* 
But confidct another prank which is °j'«"'T a 7 c & thcir . husbandsjtnake en- 
firing to be deliucredofafonne(towmnertKWe or « (wht)COm e n «te 

Sy gainft the time of their trauel ^^^^ conditions to 
bane thcir fonncs whom they may ubfl me m u ^ ^ ^ h fe 

be deliueted of a daughtcr.Yct '^^S^ah pra t4s fortheend be 
flcights. B.i.this 1 f y. to **^»S^««W) 
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thofewboare now their husbands,wcic formerly thcir harlots. For which pur- 
pofc vertugals (inuented by curtizan courtiers) lefuc them excellent well. Where- 
upon a certain Francifan defcantcd not amiflc,who preaching at Parts on a time, 

faid,that when women began to wearc vertugals, they abandoned vertae, bm the 

oaU remained with them mil. 

32 And here I wil conclude this Chapter,though I am not ignorant that this 
argument would affoord ftorc of matter tofumlfha more ample dilcourfc, and 
that I haucomittcd fundry particulars appertaining thereunto* as traitors among 

the rcft,who of all other thecucs arc moft to be deteftcd. For doubtlcs whofocucr 
fhall ferioufly confidcr thcir plots & pra#ilcs,fliall find them as it were com poun- 
ded of all manner of thecuifh prattles/Nay I dare be bold to fay, that he that will 

make an Anatomy of tseafon, fliall find that it hath fundry vetoes fas it were)and 
fincwesoffecriledge, except wcfliallgiucPhilofophcrsthelie, who teach that 

fiiendfhip is a facrcd thing,and therforc in no cafe to be violated: which notwith- 

ftanding traitors do,and that in the firft place. Howbeit, I pcrfwadc my felfe, that 

there were not half fo many trcafons in old timers there are at this day .Yet herein 

God is mcrcifull vnto vs,in that as the number of traitors doth more incrcafe , Co 
doth the fenatcofwife and deepcreaching politicians, who firkc and firret them 

Whereof I remember I hauc read a memorable example in Erafmtu his book 



dc Lingua pi Pope lulius the fecond hisEmbafladour, who by fpcaking two or 



three words bewrayed himfclf, at leaftwifegaueoccafion offu(pition,which layd 
the firft ground of his deteaion* Thcftory,asI hauetranflated ir out of Latin,is 
this. During mine abode in England } hctc came an Italian to the Court,fcnt as 
EmbalTadour from Pope lulius the i.to moue the King to war againft the French. 
Who after he had dcliuercd his embaftagc before the Kings priuy Counccll , an- 
fwer was made him , that his Maieft ie Was for his patt willing and ready to y ccld 
tv his Mafters motion ; but that it was not fo cafie a matter to leuie fuch forces vp6 

the /odaine, as wherewith he might encounter fo puilTant fl Prince confidering 
that BngUnd by reafon of long peace had not bene enured to the warres: In an- 
fwer wherunto > a word elcaped him,which he might well hauc kept m-Sot he laid 
he had told the Popeasmuch long (meet which made the Lords of the Counccll 

fufpeft that (notwithftandinghe were the Popes Embaftadour) hefauourcd the 

French fa<5tion 5 whereupon they watched him fo well, that they found him con- 
ferring by night with the French Embaffador : for which fad* he was comitted to 

pi ifon and had all his goods confifcare. Howbeit if he had fallen into the Popes 
handset would haue coft him not only his liuelihood, but alfo \\h lifc.Now thefe 

words (fo fotrifhly fpoken by the Embaftadour) gaue King Henry occafion to ha- 

ftcn the warres: whereas if he had concealed and kept them to himfclfe, he might 
perhaps hauc accorded both Princes,and fct them at vnitic. This is the ftory as £- 
rafmus relates it, fpcaking of if as of an accident which fell out during his abode in 

nnflanl and therefore might haue cert aine intelligence thereof, especially con- 
fidering nis great credit in thcKines Court. And t was the more willing to record 



by the way) for that it affoordethvs a very rare example of 

5" whole tcctfi are knocked out of their heads before they canbite:! mc«ane who 
difcoueredbeforc they can atchieue thcir plots andproiccls, or brine their 



...nofes to their period. 1 fay ( ontl) by the way) becaufc my purpofe is not lo to iiv 
fift vpon them as to profecute them to the full : bur to content my felfc with that 
which hath bene fpo!<cn, lcauing the R eader to fcatch out other examples which 
he (lull iudge fitteft for this purpofe. A matter of no great difficulty feeing our 
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" 4 j .i.ift^arccasitwcrcjfuttftaughtwiththcm. And now I proceeds 
?? dtrnC ,„S ?v rc o PO n forth other thefe with the finger, not foafieto 



yet I do not bid adieu, nor giue a finall farcw( 




CHAP. XVI. 

Of the thefts ofCMcrchAtits, vhiftUns, Afo 

thecaries, &c. 




Auine formerly fpoken of notable and famous tbceucs , who being 
lowcs,whcrcfoucnuaic(^ '^J^^^^^ of traf- 

occupation. Buibcforc I enter d.fco fc h « ^« , SKa f cch> 
rcicnceswimefic.totlicyarcnotofthur^ 

that they would no. goabout to make f*^™^*^ not t0 fpeake any 
thcmiclucs to be galled hereby . For 1 . p ' * •^^^ in Vir yo- 

EESS K therein . , L of 

theend thcyntaynot be difcouered m he. he u£B« t , K mcanc whi [c dif- 
,hey are lofas by IcUns [hen wares «r h M wouW hme othere to 

pcnlingwith their oath,beitneuerfo m mJ* l ™<™y f ., nd mca . 

Lerftand it.-holding W^^^£SSb?^ faith , 7*«* 

ning it may prfc for relation .when tbey fweare 

chMttb*iis«tg'«Kr*"»l a '- 1 1,.,.,- aifo heard of a ftamng-holc 

„« rhey lofe by this or th = hanto . IMuuc «oM ^ ^ thus 



£f decerned 



checker mcol vnmirh) if I mould ay mat our fckff 

cither ttuircunn^ 

dcxteritic of the thomb in m f urin 8^^ in 

to their anccftors hcre»n,tbat they arc flnd t0 tcac h 

th, arrt to readc a lecture to thofc mentioned b V ™^ - »^cn. 

fubtill flcfehts and conucyanccs n weigh ing and 



them diucrs fubtill weignn -»u / — - p ^ f can niakc 



con- 
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Content to vfe the trick of the thombc,but of the el! alio. And yet without the help 

of thefe fleights,they can make it come to their ownc reckoning. Witnefle thoic 
who hauing fome loofc cloth,and not well fulled by the lift ( which is commonly 
fcenc in narrow clothes; will befure in meafuring it,not to go/arrc in thebredth, 
but mcafurc it in the lift as nearc as polfibly they can . Thefe few examples may 
fuffice for thole that vfe fiibtil conucyanccs in weights and mcafurcs. Tor if I were 

difpofed to bufie my fclfc with fuch as giue indeed good weight and large mea- 
fure (but it is good weight by their ownc wcight,and good mcafurc by their own 
meafure.both being falfe:) befides that I ihould tell you of a thing not vnknownc 

to little children,and which is comon to this age with the former, I fhould fpeake 
of a theft wherein there is neither fubtiltic nor flcight.Ncither wil I mention fuch 

as bearing men in hand that they fell by a great weight, fell by a imall : or making 

as though they did weigh and meafure by the ftandard of fuch a citic, weigh and 
mcafurc by anothcr.Both which belong to quantities hath bene faid. 

4 Touching the qualitic, I meanc thefts committed by falfifying and fophi- 
fticating of wares,it isa boundlcfle and cndlcffc argu men r.Firfty here is no doubt 
but that may Heights and cheating trickes hauc bene praftifed heretofore m cor- 
rupting andadultcratingofwarcs:andthat many arc comittcd at this day,whiclr 
were ncucr difcouered before. And befides thole that hauc bene in former time, 
and arc in vfe at this prefent, many new ones arc dayly minted , to be put in pra- 

tfife when others chance to be difcouered; confideringalfo that one country v- 

feth this fleight, another that. And note, that when I fay wares or merchandize, 

I mcanc generally all fuch things wherein a man may traffickc 9 comprizjn* herein 
gold and filucr coy ned, as being mcttals wherein merchants vfe to trafheke, as in 

common wares:bcfides that they affoord meanes to traffickc in alt other commo- 
dities. And becaufe my purpofc is (among othcrcximples offalfification)ro infill 
in thefe two mcttals, I wil giue them the fir ft place which they fecmc to challenge 
of ri«ht:fith not onely all other commoditics,but gold and filucr alfo arc falfihc4, 

to g°tgold and filucr.Firft then we arc to know that the falfifying of thefe mettals 

is very ancicnt 5 as may appearc by ccrtainc Grcckc and Latin words fcruing to cx- 
prcficfundry forts of this deccitfuli knaucry. Secondly,thatas the cuftomc of fal- 
fifying mettals is ancicnt,fo the meanes to difcouer fuch deccitfuli dealing is as an- 
cient, as of pold by the touchftonc : whence this French proucrbc grew, which I 

haue often heard at Parti: Heft it has or, ileraint la Uuchex He is a cmnterfct, be is a- 

fraid of the touch ftont . Rut how many pccccs of gold arc there to be fecne at 
this day fo cunningly falftfied, that they infringe the former proucrbc, in fearing 
the triallofthctouchftone neucr a whit < How many peeccs drc there to be fecne 
which muft be deeply graucdinto(cfpecially in Portuguizcs,and other peccft of 
the value of halfe a Portuguize,as thofc of Saltimurgh) or elfc melted to dilcoucr 
the deceit? Moreoucr,thcre was a time when gold was not fufpccled to be light, 
vnlcfte it were dipped . Whereas now the faircft French crowncs which are not 

clippedat alUte often the lightcft,by the cunning of ^thofevvhohaucdjawneout 
their quintcftence by wafliing them . Further,Wc know how that not long /incc 

it was cafic toknow whether apcecc were fouldred ot charged , whereas now 
there are fome fo cunningly fouldred,that a man had need to put on his fpetfades 
if he would not be deceiued. And whereas heretofore a countcrfetpcecc of gold 
and a falfc pcccc of filucr (which we call a flip) wasncucr fo fHfifijcd but that it 
was worth atlcaft the two thirds of the value : they haue now deuifcd a. tncktto 
confound mettals fo cunningly together , that fomccrowncs coyncd at this cay 
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not ignorant that ^^S^totoltM g iuc notice how (aire this 



. , ™A nf fnrh as ferae for attirc,on y woollen clothes and hikes. But ncre lomc 

^ hcreXn whylfl oulkidbattdl to Apothecaries in this pam- 
2 e «S$tf ** which they fell.is cxtraordinanr fuftenance^ 

&SS fa £ freshen fa *« ^1%"^ 




5 



O Butt mate choire of them the rather , becaufc the falfify ing of them 

toKSto * more *ngetou S ,to adulterate .he meatt o on 

or of one that is ficte * Doubtlcfle it cannot be den.ed,bm that 



.here isgrcatc. : m corrup r^ ~ ^-Xpofacaries fell fa the vfe of the 
f &c *^$&£*&«4 in <° "OUtiflrmenr,become moil «m- 

^i^ffihi no U rimmcnt,bu, for an Antidote to the di(afc(wh.ch 
mavweUbc Sled vnto poifaO how much greater muft tire danger ncedsbc 

SENSES UM 7 

EffiSSm neoer comparable to that which is now pnftftd , no. fo 

£ ?rh fi^Cf knowledge as of good confeience (though the err or herein 

SSS^o^StoSuy vJ be imputed ,0 their ignorance or.ordov.bt- 

fnST^vl fimnle nor compound drugs were fo well knownc in the time otthc 
ftSS* to w 6 ha. end feruc the books whic .Ufa* H 

teoSS^*«n^«P' wc rradc thcm ' To«ha. end do.hcDodtors 

each ST men haue no. «^^«««»^. B » to ^^JSS 
tftoSooB garden (whois very curious in torching out of ftrangeherbes) 

SfidlSfitaK whereof he (lands in need, if .he Apothecary mimfter fome 
other ln.X Xeh will prouepeihaps as hurtful as thcrigh. would haucbene 
taS To what end femes trifficte (which is now greater .hen eucr . Ag- 



the diet of the fick,tlicn of the found and I health 



thecaries 



AY 



FSo h band"ofa^ 

tall in.o «w | » nro " 1 ™' "); „ .h^iii otant that there are «»nyof their trade 
ovmeknowlcagc i can y j j^,, he ,kanc conhnty thing ro that 

wmcn arcw u */~ . . i • ^nrhinptheoarricular wherein I found the totv 

S?S of the Apo^eca ry. - ^^.SSiSSK 



uelhon of the truth ofnw aflte»- , ^ S5£w though he had hid 

Apothecary had. 

a thoufand hues ^^^^^^^^cS^^meago, 

caw .that b^fclfc he»d» W^^XSh«^(« ** 
^ffiSES^^ together witf, other dhugsv 

4£tfW» 0/>fcwitn a dam ) reaa » ^ r Phtfitions cxpe&at bn.thflt ex- 
^oughrin ^/^^^^SSii^V^ 

ccpt Iusslal and proa dent toreiignt nati fP™"™ JL^^mf ob- 



For Umnoiignoraniui* inftcad of others : howbeit 

th - y ^ErtfaiK ^mno^orpLfcwhereotl wold ghdly fee them 
there do. C> triers wno "* uc " (WfMilf u. a j/tf nted mart! as CMatthM Was: 



but poo re padenrs 



ueftions,whicJi thoy mouc vDonfome fifnples* 

fifomfuch skill. . ; . . . w w^h they clofc' ahd cbltroHbeir 
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1 • l thmieh thev be no t fo commonly prattled, yet arc fuch,as that thofc who 

„Sn ~n S££ihS Swc engines of fuel, as vfed .o moilfcn 

W t ^SitmTghtbe°thc hcauicr.and of .hole ^rt^^Z' 
It ^tS/^ vvicked cuftom of moiftning not only bagsof (afton,but aUo of 

Sorrier wo ds ate thefc: E» v„ ^fotbtcf fu/mm 'Jf'"™™ 

Si fiSffid ,hc faith of the fame abufc.ffatoi Mr 
TrtZmm* JfJevJmfMitsf Thcfc arc (asl remember) dKgreatcftcom- 
£Kfch this preacher tl.h v P againft Apothecariesand^roccrs of^ofe 

Hi f-ilas*) if he were now liuin« to fecthe demeartbumof fomeof them,he 

St ^Ufa? I ™plained wShout caufc . For what is it abg*y£ 

foComw fon of that which ispractifedatthisday^efpacia lyfincc thecufton c 
ha*Kf«" ry vhcre fo rife,tcv fell bags of fpices ready garbled < 
not that they duft ocre into it, and pccccsof bricks bcatenfma 1 
ri« co anlr, and cr.,fts o» bread ,io helpe rhe colour ? Ahd left lp.ces by foch 
S3oJ lofe rhe ftrength and fttarpncflc.rhc y wp^W™^ 



SESSd pepper, andbca.cn almonds with faffron. They allofalfifieScam 

m onifflw« And as for Thcriack<ca Med Triade) many ApntaM 

Snv torten dru^s of their (hops that come firft .ohand,andha V m 6*f J*£ 

en themTut inkc vnto them ro helpe the colour. In a wor&here >s not^uch 

ficeto d us ^«. ( wh«. they pu, the dole of 

one dr.Xr.he Soft of ano«her;aswhen,in ? fteJdoffixe:dram m esofadr U gge 

whlhS Lxatiucand two of that whiclvis more, tbey pur the eleane con- 



K T I ctocccd now to another kind of ^/fw ^a.moro praCJifed (I takeir) in 

,h,ldfveXncuCTi.wasbyo^^ 

SLmimin ohificke prcforibed forawoman.andcotirrarilyi hfatwde to a 
man Zficke f3d man , and to an old man plufickc for a yon§ man 



wK. ^^*««3fi«*-9 «»' ld Sufficient reftimony, to Whom 



thev mlniftred on b s manageday apotmn pracriucu • ~ - 

S „f^rinkr which fhould tauc made himmore luftie and froluke 

2 *£w be tetebSThe wai conftralned to purge all the nightlong the 

contnW wavS h" at L r «, fcaped not a. foeafie a rate : for a barbcrta wag £ 
SStlc full of J» p* f which he Wdf n ofl.o a cupboord m the 

nfeh Tn ftad ofSerUer) aid the pato M h '« 

*» <"" d twcmieWi-whifh accident happened about 



fixeandtwentieyeamip. Nowit>yM^ 

lirherein'l anfwerjtat whofocuer pcrformes not his dutic in his trade, ani yet 
SKA> hepctformedit^sa theef s whcther the fauh proceed from 
Sfficiencic and .mm of requilw knowledge^ « from ca^cfnelft by wfort 
SeSconfciencc , But I (hall not need (I hope) w fpcake furtlier of jtaa 
«L ,o m out that our aec deferutsto beare away the beU as well in this as m o- 

crack^hccrcdit of thofc who attend vpon their odlings as they ought ^ but ra- 

tha to ing'«<<* credite with fuel, as fcarc to fill mto the hands of 

fUC 5 "tofmTgh, haply be fufpected robauc deader hand wi«hPhifido|* 

if I mould fpare ro fpeaW of rhem,hauing fpoken fo lately of Apothecanes.1 w.l 

therefore (to take away aU fuch fcfpitionjenter fome dtfeourfeof them alfo , be- 

cinnS.1. that wfch I hearS related in my fathers houfc at Pm, m the 
aSfeof many Jby a doftor of PbMickc, a man of pod account (aWioughths 

h"on did no. alittle blemift. his reputation in & .udgment of all thar heard 

h?m Thad(faid he) a fit Abbor in cure , and had broudn htm to fogood 
a Src that I couldeafily haue rccouered him in il flwn ttmc v but well pcrcetumg 

rt,Ctoinmeftrengthofhi S di(eafeheprom^ 

abatemenfoS heaba.ed theptomiledanddeterued rcvatd fcarcely af- 

SXa me a merry looke or a fitire word of anyreafonable con.enttrient:I rook 
thTs coSr mtae owne farisfaton: I .old him .tat I doub.ed a dangerous re- 

tofetvMch would proue wo.fe .hen .be difeafe , and .ha. I faw eu.den. fymp- 
ometh«eof , anJtherefore *ati. was necelTamhe (hould ake another pot.on 

0 nreuem Z word. So I prepared and deliuered if , and wrought the wtlhed 

whho w his noft,and flood in greater need of me .Hen cuer before. Being in its 
pmSpligh.!h^ ^fen. tor me afaine and againe : but as he had bene fo.ge.full <o 

cWcntme, fo was I vnwilling .o pleafureTiim.1 was (a, leaft would be)o.herw fc 
emntoyed . At laft comes one of his men,who greafing my fift reafonably we 1 

toZmc that his maftar intreated me for Gods lake :.o vd.te h.m , .hinking verily 

he Zdd neucr eftape. This fellow hauing vfed the onely meanes .o difpa.ch my 
buunenrin.rca.ed F fo well,.hat I went to the Abbot whom wHhm three dayes 

1 recouered again, and made him as merry as Pope A*»,neitner did heafterwards 
fticke to regrfet me with .he faid filuet faluwdon. This is .he ftory, almoft word 
for word af himfelfereponed i.,no. thinking «o difeface h.mfclfc any whit .here- 

bv(Zughh C didrohtslofle,asVwellperceiuedrf 

ffift.es well let on, he might rctraft his oua lauilh difclofing of it, ; wh.ch fo 

nearelv concerned both his eredire andcommodmei) but .magining that thofc 
XhS b im did little fauom the Monkifl. f. ? tetni.ie , he .hough, (k hke) 

M^Atem and.heitbaddealings,would haue moued them tofiuour 

hfefor^arleXdifpencewithhischcuerelconrcien™ 

and foS mirth woild haue enfued thereon. But 1. was the will of God that 

Ac °mZ w ich he gaue againft himfelfe mould tio.be forgo.ten.Now .hen 

„ r w^nScadert in what a dangerous cafe rhofc paticnB are which fall 

M ^ confcfenccXoftenbur. intending robeale no. knowing wfiauhey 
" ,Xe il ir be paft remedie . What a lamentable thing K .t,when of fe. pur- 

pofc «h y ha^td .heliues of their pa.ie„«,onely <o tne fome paradoxal! rec«^ 
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which thcv hue haply dreamed of> and (which is wotfe) when they purpofely 
inwnH /the tov fo takine them in the head J to wrcake feme reucngcfi.ll humour 

in their bands , aswhen.hebart* holds Ac am 

£r ratha the » this of theft) I wil fpcakeonly of thofe.who the more they fttthe 

SS, more they fi 1 their purfc,cMd«G *«' ™SF3£ 

.nSudcndc For I pcrfwadc my fclfc that this age and that laftpaft.w.ll better 
^ZffiSJE of the greedy coueroufnefle and blockilh .gnorance of 

Vf^Xm of the former.Firtt therefore concerning couetoufnes,whcre 

«Sfflh3te to that of one called farm Afmm or Mr** 

Sf pS* a, Wr.who would neuer goout of .hectic to v.£any pa- 
icnt vndet fiftic French ctownes a day : and being vpon a time fent for by he 
Podc before he would go,hc bargained for foure hundred French ctownes the 
divWWchpu^ 

filna led TtZt OUi*, to whom King Lewi, the elcucmh gaue fifttc fan 

thoufand F^rcnch aownes in ready mony (which was aboue the rate of ten thou- 

6nd French crownes a moneth) bcf.dc/he gaue vnto his nephew the Bdhoprick 
of Sand diuctsofficcs and lands ,o him and his 

nturc the Kine for thefe fo great fauours,vfcd him as i» he had bene ms ilaue,gt- 

K * S 3 and outworn words asa maftcrwould hardlygme tafc 

uant But 1 will here fet downethc hiftoriographcrs ownc words.wh^as it is wel 

Cwne is Si aboue a. that haue w 

rcdanotierrW'^.Thcfc therefore are his words in the Chapter where ne 
./fi't e* how he /ufpeaed all men a little before his ded 
» fition called , towhomhegaueforfiucmoncrhs 54-*°"» n ° 

„ French rownes in ready mony,wbich was after the rate of ™ *™^<£™ 
» a moncriumd foure thoufand oucrplusibcfidcs he gaue the Biftopnc ™£ 

„ ,c h£n e« new, and other offices and lands to him and his "'ends. The WPh.fi- 

„ tion vlcdthc King fo roughly with hard oun-tous word, no m* 

>, vied his fcrtiant. Morcoucr the King was fo afraid of him, that he durlt not 

ime h m w y telling many how it grieued him. )Howbelt he durft not •tea, 
SXm iff* he did ail his ofher fcruantss becaufe he told tan boldly, I 

, tow ( fi l he)you will Ihottly rume me ofcas you do your other fc-uams >t 

(by a g oath he fwore)if you do it.you (hail ncuct hue a wake after . Thefe 

worosd M fo exceedingly tetrifie the King.tbathencuerleft flattenng of hound 

giu Shin what he w£Sd demaund, which was a gi can, u™ for ta into 

world confidering the great obcifancc fo many great Lords and men of ^worth 

r,haddonev n tohinT.Sec^ 
intwo other places make* cxprefie mention often thoufand French icrowncs 
vl ich he monethly receiued . Thefe few examples will make vs lefle to wonder 

I ma S VX' reporteth of a Phifuion called I jr. wm»f 

c .red ^,hc French KineC^rhefixt,andrefiored htm both wins w.t& health, 

how that lie d?cd worn, three thoufand pounds in ready mony .But it (hall no, be 

amuT to Sge the words of the hittorian.fccing he fpeakcth as welof th< r coue- 

Zftefc of Phlitions in gcncnll,as of the (aid WittUm in pamcular . For haumg 

notai of this his great core.he futtheraddeth.tha, it wasthought aped em and 

„ SffiK* this A*- of in .he 9«>^^^Z 
„ tohis contentment: (for this is the period of Phifitions putpofes, to catch me re 

Sri » pocket v P the gifts of tods and ladie.,gte* ones efpcoafly.whom 
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they vifit and hauc In cure.) Well , they intreated him to make his abode with the » 

King-but he rcqucfted them to hold him excufed j laying he was old^cake^and » 

razeo, and could 1 hardly accommodate himfclfe to the faftions of the Court: in » 
a word' that he would retutne to his o wrie homc*They perceiuing htm indcora- » 

bk would not retainchiip perforce x but fu^dhim to dcpart,withaiaircre.>> 

wardofathoulandaownttingoldj offeririghim morcouer, that If it would » 
pleafe him to make his repaire to the Court > he fliould be fumiflied with foure » 



orfes at the Kings coft,whch he thot/ght good .But I fuppofc he neuer came tht 



thcr after.For being come to £^»(where his moft abode was) death intercepted 
his rcturnc. He died very rich , lcauingliehmd him the fummc of three thoufand 
pounds in ready mony. in hislife he was moft mifcrable, talcin g pleafure in no- 
thing but in trcafuring vp ftore of Ark- Angelsrhis cxpences in houfekecping vfu- 
ally not amounting thefumme of two pence halfepenie the day, (for he would 
make bold with his neighbour, for his diet.; ^llPhifttiam are f eke of the 

"^To^But I may not ouer-paflc one who hath furpailcd (I fuppofc) not onely 

the reft of that profciTion, but the reft of that qualitie, I meane of that couetous 
difpofitionCwho died nineyeares fince or thereabout) called Uubm Sjlutusx one 
fwhofe tricks (liall fufficc togiue a taft of the reft. He was a man endued with 



moft profound knowledge in Phificke, and an admirable dextcrme in deliucry of 
his mind, (6 that he could fpeake readily as good and pure Latin,as ht$ profcflion 
would pimit:ina word.hc was fo rarely accomplished in regard ofthe T heortck, 
that if it had bin feconded by praclife,he might wel hauc bin reputed another 



ten Ml curfed couctoufnes had fo polTeflcd and poifoncd his heartland had made 
him fo to forget God and all good nelT^that whereas (to manifeft his gratitude to 
the giucr ofthofe gifts)he (hould haue taught fome poore fchollcrs priuatly for 
the publick good: he contrari wife would not permitfo muchas hue or fi xe poore 

v p « ^ — two or three hundred 




who payed htm monethly a quart tejcu a pcccc . Nay,it Brooke him to the heart 
to fee fat his ledhire(in the Colledgeof Tricquet in Paris, where he vfed to readc 

before he was the Kings profclTor) two poore fchollcrs who had payed him no- 
thing, fo that he commaunded them forthwith to get them gone: which they be- 
ins vnwilling to do, he told the reft.that except they thruft them forth.hc would 
not proceedfwhich I report not vpon hearefay,but as bd ne an eye and eare-wit- 
nefTe thcreof.This faA was thought fo ftrange, thata SM (Teaft he (hould be vn ; 
prouided for at his death , which hap^ngljll lortg after) made him mJtor 

which brought him into fo great difgracc.Thc diftich is this: 

Siluiui hie fltus t]l,gratk pi nil dtdit vnquami 
UHortuuf &, gratis Mod Ugu ifta,doleti 

Thatis 4 (aslhauctumcdit) 



Sy tutus lies here i* thisgr 
rhaineutt arrj thing gratis^: 

And fill ittrieuet him btin^ dead, 
Hit fyitaw may ^gratis Had 



ButbefideshbMetabiecouetoufnelte.he had this bad qualitie 2 to enutc the 
S^ofhwHafioo, toingtoafTeclnothmgmore then to bring them to 

LteSfor proofe whereof 1 mfeht here alleadge the oration which he 

ftft«rf&ond leelure, whence was aduanced to be the Kin|^- 
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fc«bt.But that I ^X«!3£^tt3^ S 
without the knowledge ot all arts y h it was mcer c madneflc 



-^Syracufcthofcw 



wherewith to maintane tl'5™ fcluw ;P» K W f ffiln w. Lueakeadv recorded the 

u. .he eouetous h»m« of .^^j^ffiffi; in whom 

ftory of a Philmon ot *Sm*& «^*«Sffi£n h, 
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eall«kW.Vorfeeii>snonebu^ 
(hwHclnvcrethouBhr^ 

of.heirhalthona^ 

,,,ignc ; and in d "' t ^™^£ < ^ teonr ^,ajdfcine like M10*CMt- 

tended on this iol y "rSfcuicc he did him afte.wards.np lefle 

/,» welbefitted tins glorious foolc* W^"' c ' ■ h „ ,| 1C „ ods 0 fhj s rc- 

SSSSS b£ /ere ferued 

«e^ 

,l,en,:which when .hefe new ^^^^ZJ tP um whoh«d 



« < 



ii 



t 



h /\ Jf l civ. av it **j 
his wife weeping and exceedingly peiplcxed foctlieoutragc whfob (he Phimi 
(intreated by him tovificheryhaddone vnto JKWfceucf makinglfhew or to 
blaiice that he knew of any fuch thing , ; he went iothe Phifitiaro hbufe about a 
weeke aftcr 5 when he was from home ; -and taking a&ifc peeee ©f doth w iihfhim, 
brought it to his wifejtclling he r that fit was fcrtt to take mcaforeof her for a peti* 
coate • whereupon (he going with himinto a 1 by-roomc tovbdwiTeher fcife ^ he 

vfed her,as her husbandhad vfed bis wife » But rd fcrurne to coueteoftlelTe y - on* 

of the twovices wherewith i began this ptefent tiifeburfc.isit norftrange to con? 

fider that there mould be fuch eouetous Phifitiahs at this day, as ah?/ \ot a/to fftid 
to importune andfollicitc their patients (being asyetUnnodbrtgerof dcaiH>;tO 
make them their heircs,though no foule fibbc vma'thtm? And is'itnotyet'^'- 
ftrangc,that they fliould Co inuciglc them as to obtaineit ofthffm ' 

I come in the next place to (he jgnorance'of thofe horfelcacbcs Which 
take vpon them the profellion of Phifickc : an argument Co large and amplc^ 
that it might furnifli vs with fumcient matter to fill vp a large volume , being al fo 
common to this age with the former. But I dare boldly afhrme,thatit is to much 
the morcadmirable and lelTeexcu fable in this then in the former, in that the ligh 
of learning Ouneth now more clearely then it did in former time : or (to fpcake 
moreproperly) in that the palpable darknefle of thofe times is now turned into a 
fright Sun Aline . For if eucr there were art or fcicncc poorely array ed,and p m- 
fully handled,doubtlclfe it may truly be faid of Phificke abouc the, reft : on - 
ther fide Jfcuer there wereart or Ccience richly dcckcd,bcautified, adorned , ami 

reftoredto it former fplendor and dignities Phiacke^ucftlonlejTehath the prick* 
and the prifcrefpccially fincc ftudents began to draw that out of the dears foun- 
taines, which they had taken before out of troubled ftreames 5 confidcn ng all o 
that many ftand in no need of interpreters to expound' their teachers . What a 

Chame is it then(for I amafliamcd to vttcr it; to hearefome Phlfitiar^cttttiat this 
day call a clyftcr a cryfltri For if it do not become a poore tradcfman^Who ncuer 

learned his A,B,C 5 and if being pronounced by him,.it found hardily in the eares 

of fuch as haue but onely learned to foeakc in fomc tollotblc manner : what cares 

(but thofe of an afle) can endure to hearc it thus pronounced by Uiofe who do 
not onely profciTe this fcience,but enrich and raife theinfelucs thereby ^ And let 

theRcaaer conGdcr how they pronounce other words> who are fo barbarous in 

this Whichis fo cummon^and how they vfe them crifle-cro/fc and Vim km. But 

what is it to me (may fomc fay) though a Phifitian be ignorant of the trickes and 

termcs of att,fo he be skilfull in his profeflion i I grant indeed, that ignorance of 

the tcrmes might well beborne with,if it were fo : yet thus much I dare fay, that 
thofe who arebarbarous in thetermes of Phifickcj do commonly praaife the Ait 
barbaroufly.(Howbcit when I fpeake of the barbaroufnc/Te of the tongue, I 



o- 



clu4c not the Arabian herein, fo it rcmainc entire and in his purine. J But how (I 

befecch you)fhould they be good practitioners inPhifick.who are not only ipno- 

wntof the terms,butof the very things themfdues belonging to the Art figni ficd 
by thefetcrmes^ For cxample 5 though a Phifitian could not giue the proper name 
to Ifuch or fuch an Herbert were not grcady material,fo he k ne w it,an d could Ihew 

it (if need were)to the ignorant Apothecary. Bur how mould thev do this^when 
as many who know the right namcsof fimples, and who irt all reafon fhould haue 
more knowledge then any Apothecary, content themfclucs with * is , that tneir 
Apothecaries know them < So that wheacas they ihould controll Apothecaries, 

they arc often controlled euen by Apothecaries themfe/ues. Nay,fome are fo 1 mf- 
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pudcnt, that they ^^^^^^/L^o^ ,hetein ' ™ h " cia 

to their pokffionjnd ^^Sj^KKfli«M l«" e '« toix P"* 

(me thi«kes)chcy do as °» e ' w ''X^h!tlKt he w w able to pcrformeit or not. 

fed by the frft«™^SXpb££^« aduice which he gpueth 
Fo. vndoubtedly the good .recap ota ^ & oft ttnft an Apahccaty thcr- 
|,is fid par ier But whara d?S5lor ill : nay.bcing 

^.^^^f^^^^MMS^ which are foiie- 

wmm. 



need o 



fats and aucndan ts to trot after their tailes (if I may 



,ya ,f Proceed now to other pnOfo of ignorant Pbifitiam noldfc dana- 

wsmm 

So he b v fc tl e cceipts of ancient Phifitians, hailing no rcgardof ourcli- 
CXS. miflikcri, thefeor thefc meatcs , will Epnefe t,bc_ them or 

ffiSStoedwtooUierfynipioaics. Andifthe learned hau*frnall 

SSnrS* themfclucs confeflc) how skilfull are the ignorant therein, 
mv vcXikcr Ve ily wSSflure ourfelnes that they haue no sk.rf m them at all: 

Sh put p n To paper>to ptefcribe fome receipt tor their patients, w«hon« a,vy 
tahcr inquhy after fiich fy mptoms as might bring them to theknowlcdge of he 

d (cafe At leafhthat Pliifitian ought ingenioufty tohauc acknowledged himfclfc 
t hau^n aUoRether Wind in fuel. m a1ters.ortoluucpMonafalfepa.reoffpe- 

rtac^who whf n one brought him aanans (late , and told him that u was a wo- 

n, a X was thought to with child s anfwered, thathe knew very well by 
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hervrine,tbat (he was with childe indeed, and that (he might allure her felfc 

Butlcauingthcirotherdeuiccstobedifcuffcd by thofc who haue mote lea- 
rutcthenmy fdH will fpeakc a word or two of Barbers & Chirumiansiyet recor- 
ding no extraordinary thing, but onely that which many vpbraid them with and 
lav in their didi.viz. how they defcrre thatto the twenticthor thirtieth drcHing, 

which they might haneapplicd at the third™ fourth, kecpingthe wound (rem & 
Btecne yea fometimcs renewing them in (teed of eonfolidating and healing ihem, 

is alio how their gtoffc ignorance is often the caufc of the cutting offof an arme 

or a lce.Morcoucr 1 were greatly to blame,if 1 mould not hold them as barbarous 
fat leal! huheir kind)as the Phimionsformerly mentioned. Now this pursme in 

mindc of a Barber who after he had cupped mc(as the Phiiitian had prefcribcd;to 
u ne away a Currhe, «W «e if I would be T««/W. Uufg laid 1* did the ■ 

Phifition tell you any fuch thingfNo (quoth he)but I haue faenficed many,who 
haue bene theW for it. Then muling a little with my felfc, 1 told h.m,Sure y 
( Sirtvou miftake your felf.you meaiK/"«rj/W.O Sit,by your fauour (quoth he) I 

hauee™ heard it ealled^«^ d ?? W*** 1 n T« T" " 

a word J could by no means perfwade him,but that it was the Bathers office to fa- 

crifice men.Sincc which timc.I ncuct 6w any man to a Barbers bands bm that fa- 
Sine Barber came to my mind. But feeing their ignorance & blockrfhnes may 

Sufficiently difcoueted by fuch like errors.I wilf not :profecut« 'this argument 
aw furtherrbut onely call to mind that which hath bene faid,how I hold tnem no 

bZrrthcnthecucs.whobcingvns^ 

Sffldae ondy toVh asat* expdt and skilfull to the Ait. And 1 ve, , 
iv ,if we looke a little morenanowly into thcma«er,we fhall findc them to be no 

fimpktheeucs,bu« thceues in grainy feeing by t^noranee they depnue thofc 

Sir liues,whom they had Formerly bereft of thci, .money .Now all this which 

hath bene fiioken.maka not a Ht^^ 

indecd,and praaifc it faith wUy (whether they be Phifmons or Surgcons,Baibets 
or Apothecaries) to the end ihey may be more carefully foughtaftcr: andontlie 

othcrfidethatfuchhorfcleixhesmaythcbctterbemunnedandauoiW _ 

I4 Concemingthefccondrhingwhich [ propounded to fpeake of.viz.como- 

ditics or wares failing to cloath thebody.doubtles the fubtildcuiccs inuented to 

falfifte thcm^rcncithcr fo many norfod.ngcrous.And aslhaue (poke fummanly 
oftk former.fo wil I fpcakas briefly of thi^nd wil only mention (m l prom, fed) 
cenaine fraudulent dealings praftiled in wolleo dod.es and filks to the end I may 

K Lagecould tea^btheformerwherein t)AW^i/Wl.ued,fome tr.ck 

ot "of cumngconucyaoceas wdiq this as in ojher pamculars And firft Iwil 

Wmwith Mercnan B ,wKo not content ( by their ftbull maner rfmca uring for- 
Sftoken oOto gcr vpi" the meafur e ,hau e den fed a way tofiW tklhts me- 
SnSK^,putt&io flocks in ftccd of wolbfo tha. wheras chapmen thmk 

.Chaue Sc[o7h of lie woll within.as it apeareth to be «d»^Uhr 

Srieee(afrer they haue worn it but alitle)that they bought plain flockeddoth. 
S vridcr the name Hmhmt I comprehend Clothiers.vfing the word in a ge- 
ncralaccepiion .and though there wac nothing dfe.thecommon freneh prouerb 

^fi3c!which(aith:/^#*?*/^ *at If I mould peakeof the 

ScSindying, I think/ 1 mouIdVcr Merchants no wrong to by it to their 
IEkV* hold Tallfalfc Diershauenot ,he watchword from Merchants : yet, 
X wS reedu^therewouldbenotheeu^foifMacnantswouUre, 

3 
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'** ■ i w.rM nble doubtlclTc Clo.hicrs and dyers would 

ceiue no wares but go ^ «*™ 3 1G arc rhc firft that arc decerned.- 
not fill* them.lt they I W*£X^cy (hold fimt VP fhop.Bu. 

to proceed ,oanothcra f mlc "^ a 'X cc l,/nd making them goforcuttant 

in byning of new phraics and ^^J*^ t0 acknowledge that we rc- 

almoit in cW, y w"\nftance &cxem P Tifie this with 

cciucbc.tcrwatcsottbe.hu '"*™w c and willfpcakcofi.asotath.ngwhuh 

the autre which they call * ™£ 0 P whcn roc n fpake of rkmc, 

I learned to mine owne coft Wecd^in that cinque 

Seargc,thcy men. filch as was i ig htf «w« a u )jk ^ lt> 

fincc 6 that time they l.auc ca, ^^^^ fm ^(^yL^^nm 

could he decctucd.)Howbc.t uicy -at X „ d ■ ■ uinc tcIlncs ffaww 

fcft out thefe words: «lfe kings Kndifl. makes 

nr* tor brcutty f^^S^Sc coft of the buyer. 1 mcanc, when a Mcr- 

much for the profited "' e cllcral 'X",i, w i.hi chapman , whoisvnaequaintcd 

,a„t of a good large conscience F^^^Sme w hS d.is new phrafe 
it htbbnewftde.Wluchth.ngIcon^ 

mac firft in vle.and therefore 1 fad 1 X*«Seargc at Flmrnu, 

ncd «o mineown coft.F or ^^JSStedjW eucr atteramind to 

and knowing ir to be ^CjS therfore with a Mer- 
wcarci.,andnoothcr ) .t.t.^ 

chant.who found f ^^^fflSw he met wilhme'and not I with 
very dcarc)and departed glad f *««g^Xh I madeof i.)fomcfcw dayes, 
Inn, : for after that I had wornc fix*. ^^.^^^^am^ 
I percciucd that I W«h^*««« C,o otpoftulate the matterwi.l. 
fclfU was not mute not tongue ied,w here £mc » cxp ^ 

„ y Merchant for the '^^^fiS^ o § f fpeech. And 
deficit, vfedno other ^^^^^mttke) lwW« 
w h« mould a man lay to tusgiJic, 'P™., n U ue inftaneed in this one «x- 

a nrple of Scargcye. it is :««*■*?«* W^^^t,^^!* 
ii company Tor the c* » not ^~'X^M miles ofFjalbcit they were 

„c r ebU, S htahundrcJ,twohund ^*^^ tofidcoflW ^.Ita 

.nadebut two orth.ee ^£^^2^s««,k w inbelbMfirf *■ 
if they tell one that knowcth , « nor ha * j | an fwcr him ftraight, 

ty as wollcn Clothicrs.Nay contrary ^^S^ite-mHefineft 
thrccdsarc finer then wollcn th Tceds fo c]MeK flotk , hcir 

fnbtill ,o deuifc dining flights to dec . e •> «™ a ^ is to fiIkt 35 floc ks are 
cloath.fofilke-menvveanecrewllw^ 

to wooll Nay,l baueheard '^V^ihTnoV.forbv fteeptngthem in warcr.rhcy 

Bur they haiica trick "^^J^SSSffli Indeed drey are. And 
make them leeme ^^^^S^ti of.be water , they can 
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in water ' whereby they deceiuc, but haue afarthcrdcuice, whereby 'they make 

Lcccc ot'TalFata which hath but two threcds/eeme as though it had fotire, that 

which hath foutc , as though it had fixe , that which hath fixe, asthough ., had 
eiRhwnd that which hath etght,as though it had twcluc : So that for ten dies of 
Taffata which is right grograine indeed , andwiough.as.tfhouldbe, you (hall 
haue ten pceces of countctfeit. Farther, wcarc tonotcthat asrt«w«Scarge 

Which is (old in other countreyes to them tharknow not what belonged, vmo it, 

eoeth for Fltraui Seargc, but to them thatare acquainted wirh.t, b (old for 
Icar-e made after the manner of f km* : Co tosSm which they call Satm of 
„i is but vm WWe(as the French man fpeaketh) that 8, a f alfe and coun- 
tcrffltcftutTc. &asl may fay a mecte baiteto cunny-eatch thofc who either haue 
not de*with any of long time.or haue forgotte it:for to tho e that know it not, 

i , JR. SMm , to otherslhat know it, it is urn cfBruga. rh.s Omt aduertife- 

n1 entthereforefliaIlfumcetoftirrevpthofe,whoby„^^^^ 

S are better acquainted with them the my feU.to d.fcouet theliketmpofturest 

For there ■« euer iwo fo.ts of tradcimcn o(thefame trade , fine chapmen and 
felfr cheaters . Othenvifelcould not haue difcOucrcd fo many of their (ectctsind 
^ffflffleft Me rchantsof whom IWarhed the turner had no, firft 
acoua med me thetetvith.Therefore [ prated it was thcleaft part of my meaning 

rXucrin |" neraji.ies in my former difcourfe f netther ts.t my purpofe to do tt 
^SSAtaSfi I may not in any wife forge. Vfurers leaft it be faid that 

ofSMMeights and crafty conueyanees, though, it almoft «n|^Ucto 
adde any .hing vnto them : but when I begunrtcfe intreatof .hts argument ? l per- 

ieSat Ineeded not gofarre, ortrouble my fcife much .n dtfcoua.ng of 



the "firft rankc ( nor bccaufcT. is very wittyjwbecaufc i. is very pleafanOofan 

vfur«of^«»4 who was very importunate with .he preacher trf th«j place » 

rri ^ut luftilvaeainft vfurersiandbeingdemanded by htm,why hewa ifoeatnelt 
Eh!XaW» c him 'h^nrweriSirCquoth he) hope 
f vou c.v out mainly Viinft them,ahd reprouc rhem lharply for tr,you w. m the 
Z U J* them leaui itfand then if I can once be alone.or haue but few fellow^ 

rf?X not but I (hall quickly grow rich.wheras now I ca get nothing among fiich 

^ t imdeBurK 

wherebv tv ffi&tlry fpend thrifts and bad husbands. For i. is ordina- 
^lin^htn thtv begin to breake.to haue their next recourfe IWfa- 

£ r, ™S&,,2 see then here a mck *cry common at this day i 1 f a rich mcrchan - 

vS^dtSnd^^^ 

^rkKhirh WdrA Which ht^rcs nor w 

nniX^^POrtfewitt dt^theboirrown 



fi^'iS which theborrowcr aer(*a to giuc a thouland : ; Which thoufand he is 
l&tXSiWW? irnagtation-fendins .hem only in rheir names 
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1,8 • uMi^rl,«ihandalnioftfoftwifcfc.muchastheyKceiue. 

» caufc them to giuc a bill of >c« han™ '™ d Ws d with fuch ftran „ e 

courfo and !«|«^g^ ) ( fcuiled oflate.For the meaneswbcKby 

and it ,s not vnhkebt r hat ncy na ac bortowct to thc bones,are ibefe: 

vlurersin lomc countries « c ^""" S™ ™™ tionf and others furetics : when 
Firft note,.!,., (omc arc I^WM^ hundrcd.and after 
thca.nan conrmcth to an vfu ct w]"^™™,,, in a r uffic jent furerie, (rhe 
m och ado barb got a V^'^^^S^ good mefent) hemuft hire 

will do nothing for all that , except nc my j fureticflaft get 



nicatchevs) bindcth lumieue «. < - a h £ ke d , htce 

cnd,if he mifle payment at ^W™^% mfamt ti^<* 

fourc vndcr the name of pkdg^ (mote °r le ^ ^ . 



vndcr w^jra^ibirowci* And befides.baue 

I,me,and there make g^^^X tend which comcsoftcn to twice fo 

^^.•"^^g^^Sto, «iU he come to take 

mU ch as then charges : and ^ h F oft for all ,hcy haue fpem .and 

(bmcothcr ordcr ; I mcanc.till he larishc mar n or / fe 

content them for »7'™S«^^ 
w ithtbecredi<orandthefureu«,»obt^ 

pired.hc mtift fee tlnrf afrcn W fecke for °' h « ^ « ' ^ . w W1IC) „ fo 
like of) and fo at ^no wy blc to redceme it.But «hk 

dcc „c in the vfurcrs ^ te £S c Z <hcm fo much as .he pawne 

is t ic diucll and all, that mey ^'"""''V*', . . for t |, e l 0 neof 4<o.or joo. 
be plucked out or their clawes, toe viu , therequeft of other creditors 

flilUning on,tilI k *^Z^^Z%3£c the oucrplm of the 

,hc houfe or land may be fold a t port aw , m y ^ ^ 

,ruc value. Ato^^^^^^^&^U^ihe 

,,cy being poorc of « fclf • ) andrV. = " D ™ an willing ordaring to inhance 

houfe is fold or valued at ^T^iuJw peeccs 

the priccbefidc, al f-jj''^™^ not. it mattered not) 

of gold as he thought goo J(wh«tto *IS C , ov «,for fuch a price. Tell me 

w«h ^^^^tf^ti^O^OM thouthinte that 

nov ^f UC nfe r co^ 'i^n^ttn^to&r* 

the dwell himfclfc could *> W °"V' ' {L r wh!c i, ufocommon attms day, 

I amperfwaded hecpuld not. Andy««h« *W* 3fc mU ch mote lamehtabf 

in grinding the faces ^f^^^f^^tt^ being poote al- 

«&n griping ^»»>«>^^^S^^^ Lr i&tia by 

, cady)but cucn c o t the . r th "™8g3 wretches going to meet the wa- 

theii fmonopoltes,day Y^ 1 "^ 
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their drift was to take them from thc watermen , that being vnprouided of hones 
to Jravy tbpirboatc^irtjcy might be caukd to ftay by thc 
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qftht thefts tfpd 'imttjlict cf Imy 




Qncernihg the/ts committed by La\vyer$,efpeciaj]y by fudh as are 

termed PW^wr^though they be now farre greater, and in grca- 

ter'number^nqiuites in law more Chargeable then cucr they were, 
(notwithftanding all politickc courfo and prouiibes to thc cohtra- 

rie^ yet they are more tollcrablc then thole of their predeceflbrs. 
For iivotofi & wfcnticnfi , non frimum , and ft mkntem qui firuat , idemfa- 

cit occtdtnU % what haime do pettifoggers,to hold out their hands and open their 

purfcs to fuel* as defire to fill them, vpon condition they make them fbmc lporr, 
and let them leca thouGtnd fine fetches^ and as many cunning conucyanccs and 
feates of theirs? Inthc raigne of king Ltwit the eleucnth,therc was a Bilhop which 

tooke fuch delight in this fport , that when the King would haue eafed him of a 
number of Antes, he carneftly befought his highncttc to Icauc him fomc twentic 

or thirtie behind, wherewith nc might merrily paflc away the time . But that hu- 
mor is now very common , and it is growne to this head, that men do not onely 
delight in it , but fecke no other paftime or recreation all their Hues long: fo that 
to !iuc without fuitcsjwerea death vnto them. What reafon is it then that Lawyers 
(hould make them fuch good fport for nothing if Or that they fhould be weary 



taking before they be weary of giuing < And I am cafiiy induced to thinke , that 
whe they were called Pragmattciem, that t^pngatotitio/rersfby the original word) 

things were not fo out oflquarc; but fince that a fillablc of their name was clipped 

a way,and they called PraticiensjXm is, Praflitiotnrs^ they knew well how how to 

make themfclucs amends for this curtailing of their name, as well vpon their pur- 
fes who were not in fault,as vpon theirs who were authors thereof. Bciidcsjthcfc 

termcs of pratique and pratttietts were giuen them fitly for thc purpofc, to teach 

them how they were to handle thofc that came within their douches. Further, 

moft certaine it is that Lawyers can get pounds more cafily at this day, then they 

could ctownesin former time: for whereas thc Poyteuin in times pad; commenced 
but one fuite for a pins point, he now commenced, halfe a do^cn for as final! a 
mattenThc Ityrman who vfed to go by water for want of a horfe, and to fend lus 
writs by land for fcare of lollng,ridcth nowon horfeback,and catjfeth his writings 

with him. And furely there is great rea (on, thathorfmens praftifo fliould exceed 
footmens.But in eai;ncft,l verily thinke that there arc more (pettifogging tuid co- 

tticatching Lawyers to be found at this day,whodo cucn flea, catc. andgnaw thc 

poore people to the very bones (efpecially where the Romi(h religion is in rc- 

queft) andvfc more craftie fleightSjfubtiltieSjCOCgingparts^cuiTions^ndall 

manner of conuption.then cucr were heard of informer rime.How it would thc 



more grieue me for this age wherein we Hue ( in which men arc more giuen tc 
wrangle at the Iaw,thcn cuerj if it were good goirtg to law 5 then now it doth, fee 

ing it is fo chargeable. For as the (ea,ootwithftanding it be (o boifterous and ra 

ging,hath many cuftomcrs ; if it were quiet and calme Would haile many 



hundred for one: fo if Lawycrs(whoinkmdnes cut mens throates)d 



dif- 



i 
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130 c c iwinrrhcm what would they doiffuites wete not *> 

difcouragc men from ^^^SkS^ who ta old time com- 

companicd with fo maw (^L^ bene Paid) makcth halfc 

menccd but one fuite for a puis T^^^^^JmSa a word, 
"dozen of it,would if fite were fo 

it were good (in my ludgemeflOfor the «» « F™£ ro U,fwallowtbem. 
pcppcrld and fitoU* no man no nor thed ucl h>mTO ^ 

Notwithflanding f when a .wicked ^"S^Ktaiwiibeftieoiit 
wc acknowledge the hattd of God tha w€ tee Aefe bufibodies 

eycand ye. we approue ■■^M^a^^^LH 
who are cucr wrangling with tneir neigntw™* o d ff a fja-poft 

/« *fo grands I" pi" pM defruifim 

La let petit peu ou point tux grands nutjent. 
La trouuc4'onfacon dt prolongs 

Ce qui fe doit ^fepeutabbregen 
La fans argent pouurete n a ratfon: 

LACtdtUruHmMtcbonntmAtlom 

La buns fans Cdttfe en caufesfe defpenden 
La Us caufeurslescaufcsscntreuendcnt. 

La en public on manifcjle i & dtt 

La nuuuaiSliedccemOndc nwidit, 
tie fturoit josu bonne confeienct 

kux hurt en paix & patient*. 

There mater men the poorer fmines deuoure, 

There neutrpooregAinftood the mighttes power. 
There meanes are found, f\wt fultes in length to dr*W 
There needie clients mile the want of law. 
There famom houfes fnd their fatall end: 

Uooles in caujlejje fuitcs their goods impend 

J .. /» .~A*ljgJl 



* •* ^ ^ * 



ThtremAnglingpetufoggers went to Jell 
Their clients futtes .-there cum caufe can tell 



This cur fed worlds mdd gttifejhat drt notable 
Hue two dajesin peace without feme brable. 



And a little after 



„ ^sftuiM qui fa iefte depasture 
En pliiderie/fait vn grand chtfd oeuttre: 

CAr it a tout deftruit (on pArentage^ 

Voot il eft crainh& prife d AuantAge. 

Who doth hi vaile his dp the bam before, 

Hath done knights firuice in hU clients cMi 
Though he haue wrought hit houfet tuft dtjgrace, 

Tet he the wore is fear d and honofd more. 



And then fpeaking of fundry forts of fuit«,whKh he comparcth to fundry kinds 



offerpents, he faith 



1 - .... 



fefroidla^uilenteneentfitraine,^ ,<„ , . , , . .. tr .„ 
fin venin a bien feu mettreh ' 



"And that coldpr pent 

mth learn d to Jow the feeds of JouUMttt ' 

/ the mother and her impfous 



ill . ; ' I :n Mr. ; 



Which acrceth well with that which iMenot oftcajq)roucth in go- 
ing to law with their mothers . Furt^er^ the fine Roc. j faitly hat Cl<?af g^-mcn, 
who ought to dinwadc others from going to law a are the grcatcft wianglers of all 
others, in thefevcrfi 



. _ nediront^uimpofibteleurfimble 
V'eftre Chr of ten & plaideur tout enfimbk 
AinyUfcront cux-ntcfines a platder 

Lcs plus Ardans . 

They will not quite dejpairejhat onefelfe 

Should be a LaWfer and [aChrijlian: 

Tet who fo hotly pleade as they the while? 



! ■ - • 



« * 
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» ' To conclude all in a word, wc are to take whatfocuer th* fore&.d pteachers 
bauelpoken coneemingthe miferics which aaompamedto 

ward ttebbk thenf 5 if w? wold khownttthe milchirfes andm.fenes wh.«h follow 

our Wraneline in the law.And pooir^w/nccdediiot tobaue trot.bledh» head 

foS fbout ludg« bribes Vthoughhecould i haue«redth».fore,wh.ch. S 

Sp&MyK, that 8 ntay not bctouche<n; (or they learned this leflbomany hon. 
d^yearcsagoiandfinaingthepraairc^pleafantandp^ 

fcni.cMb.cd it>t they contd neuer fince forget it. And it there were nothing elfc 

but tract of time fince they firft peaceably enioyed khis pnunedge; pKfdiption 

doubtlenewouldgiueitthein.T^^iW Kay: for ifwe ducly eonfidcr what 

and the Poet HefiodHy , wc (hall cafily perceiue that ^cueil ' l"*en,dayes 

See (which is painteoW^^^ 

world. Which ooftomethough it be very ancient.yctour Age ( I pet wade my 
Sear« away the bell, not onely in regard of thWTW;cfe,but mupbimore of 
the p»a% For now they are not contented to take (uch bribcM Wy bpca<e« 

or dmnkCT ^Cas the cookes in t*r» know tveU , with whom thefc Lawyi!&ted to 

dXfeTtine left the great (lore of foule which came Byinghi at their wind owes 
SdSKSSSrir chimneyes all at an inftant , would be M .before 
A« ^r t X table. ) Neither are they content that their wiucs fliould he pro 

ffl S hies , and HngLfgoW ^winkin. a, i.^hough.hey 
knew no thine > nor hat their men fhould takevnricrhand, to tlHtendrhmnay 

SI in thebootieibut are comcto thispa^ofty C^«wnd ftprth- 

withou ou ^^*e r hands.Yea (notwithftanding the. Prou«l)C which orbiddcth 
» £2% to this extremity,tocaureminy a poOrcitf^/* tdglW ft« WWyatd 

a hep SI ^ T/nd gtowne to hatdertear'mc . for they hauonor bene Amed jo 
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THE FIRST BOOKE 
*3 l t u , , r„U nrnawnedmeitherbytheLawofGod^noi 

askc that which cannot be Icn t fold o, J he , oflc of hfc it (clfe : 

ma „.the loiTc whereo is ftr 6^^^^ iuiHce al fucb a rate , as is not 

they arc cucn come ( ^"toSte, but redounds alio to the in feimc of luc- 
onely contrary toal^^ 

ceeding ^ofterittc .T 

r^ch o(our me.^ a^ finoribk Ladicto lend him, her placket 

extend his ^^S^K^ to a*«cn~I will beware how 1 name 

pcccc,nromi(ing on that conmtio lo fi^j' f . . hc wno was afterward 

mctamorphofed wtoan Ab »™S >™ " . p , thc ftfe whereof was to 

againft «hc $ *g£ SSftHrfk by cLcero dieclof* 
hard and rough , thatnis HMynm c : m y b h ; jlh( Tobe t, nt f e , 

ftoolc,did all ro chafe and exeonate his Apol tolikc « otl 

, washe.whofc nofc wasenchaflc m m ^^^^ aao^m 

had ar rha, rime many TC» ^nd if .hat 



dges aduncates may alleadge rhe cx5pl« of feme who haue donclidc 



...is Iud g cs aduocatcs may aucaagc "^^^a hcProuoft called U 

pWfr may wcl be die ringleader or rnc aa. >l . . h |reat bgn ,„ 

heplaid with a vcrtuous fady, who w do him , (fBa |l 

her' h,»bandsbehalf,(who m l»W M >S" tba , condition 10 

pleafure , onely to f.uc ban « wffeWp* }XSrc p ht to a plunge>(and 

Lrant whatlocuer (he would WJJJgi would not haueW 

in .he lfc«*^« nfid 7KS h« 'faith plighted toher husband; 

,„ his impotent affeft.on , (be »'2H„Us vnro him > (he. 
and one the other fide .hat (he ^**J^^^c«n5 .opreferre her 

handled . he matter ^^^^^^P^mil^m^o 

husbands hfc before her good name his Lordlhip take his plea. 

cafilydilpcnfingwithhe^as,^ 

fore , which hc fo much defircd WJ™™g™ ««£ ft—ibpefhthJ knaue, if 

word.nut.hcnc* mornmg (^^^^ 

I may fo f|^)^ S^^JSfcC woroj wil nor keep him 



Chrifiians arWhen,^^ 

was fo bauered w th the rem flw. 

n*» doqpenee) did any w^me "f rc h ™Xn heardofanotherofhhkn* 
wi.hftand.ng in the figh. of the Sunned haue o m » , ^ 

ufh P arrs,whkh (becaufc it ™£™» c * ^^^S iftr i inhisc hrlnicl«. 

Whilft this iolly gentleman was about £ that jfhe 

der,a eood fellow came vn^ 



' ... life he would giue him a hundred crownes in ready money: 
would faue h« We , d madc his ^ fo to wattrjbat he pitfemty 
which words had io goocu re™"* , &f , . j ifcd a goo d tabling 




CHAPTER. XVII. itf 

p.w Lo ntildc ttrrt U <vire. Dauatajauald.'tu pros mcnat dmm Coftcial ton foge. 



as a ctewne 



t oo. crowncf 



1 



tit 



That bJitt(my maifers ) into wbat\tA»gtr this rotgue hath brought mcifirhch 
*c worn, and nmr told me. A plague light on thte.Come downtime dome Stmfhou 

{halt be prefented before the oflimU thy ludge . And here I remember another trkkc word idroriti 
yctfarre more mange, plaid by another who had the fame office. This good J^gf 
fellow defirous on the one fide to faue a thecucs life that was committed into his S^awn 
hands vp6 condition hc might hauea fliarc in the booty(as was formerly agreed), 
and on the other fide Fearing left the people fliould murmur and mutine,it hc dif- 
fered not the Law to haue his courfe, and that himfelfe fliould be in danger of his 
life he (Tiiftcd ic thus. Hc apprehended a fimplc fellow , and told him that he had 

foucht for him a long time, and that hc was the man that had committed fuih a . . But 

fadtThc filly foule denied itftoutly, as one whofc confirienccacquithimorall i, c wdd ^uc 
that was laid to his chargc.But the Prouoft being refolut d to proceed on, and to 
profecme the matter againft him to the proofe, fuborncd certaine good fcllowcs 
to deale with him vnder hand, and to (hew him that it was better for him to con 
fclTc the facl(feeing that whethcrhe denied or confefled it, there was no remedy, 

hc was furc to lofe his life; :and that if heconfeflfed it,the Prouod woJd be bound 
by oth to caufc fo many malTcs to be faid for him^hat he might allure himfelf he ^ ^ ^ 

(hould eoto heauen:anddioughhedenyedtt, helhold be hanged ncucrilielcUc 
andcotothediuell, becaufe no man would procure htm fo much asoncmalle. thathctvano 
The rimptc fot hearing that he (hould be hanged, and a iter go th'c d \m)\ , was ter- fiw*^ 
ribly arTraid^nd faid that he had rather be hanged and to go g> God. Jn the end about t ; )hm ° 
he told them he did not remember that cuer he committed any fuch thin 



J as 



oi his lluut'u 

crownCjViz, 



withftanding, ifany man did better remember it then himlelte, an d were fure of ^ ■ 

it he would oWpatiently : onely hc befought them in any hand to keepe touch ,! 1C po wcrof 

with him for his mafeHe had no fooncr fpoken the word , but he waskought 

to the place ofcxecution,tofupply his roomc that had defcrued death Howbcir, & m . AaAeeL 

beine vpon the ladder,he vttered certaine fpceches,by which he gauc the peopl 

to vndctfhnd.that he was forry that eucr hc had confided fo much,notwith ftan 
ding the heaucn and happinelTc they had promucd 



5 



hich 




theProuoftgaueafignetotrehangmSitoturnehim off the ladder, 

left he fliould tell tales out of the fchoole, whtchwasdone accordingly. But be- 
caufe I am come to the vcry]height of thefc mens impieties , I will here ft r ike laile 

anddircamycourfetoanothcrcoaft. # 

3 And iflmuft needs fpeake of I udges and luftictt wiues,as well as UMailUrd 
zx\&CMcnot. bcitknowne vntoallmcn, that they are not content to haue their 
ownes died in the blood of the poore,nor to get their liuing by the fwcat of their 
odics ( as thofe houfwiucs mentioned by the forefaid preachers) but make their 
market bettered goanearer way to the wood.For wheras they get nothing but 
braue apparrcll andicwebby fucli fweat, Ihefe set offices befidc> for their huf- 

bands. And what fay thefc gentle Gillians and chaft ftmk^s^fMnmtpUothm 

Domini Abbatis , Domini Epifcopi , Domini Cardmlu (as Menot fpeakcrh) when 
they fee their husbands aduanced by their meanes , but that it is.good to haue the 

fauour of great Lords, and that a man cannot tell what need he may haue of their 
helping hand? QucftionleiTe, if Mm* or CMailUrd were now humg, they would 
anlwer them roimdly ( if they had not forgotten their old Um)4d§mms Dtabo. 

1 Which bring fo, it cannot be but that that wicked kind of cheating and chaf. 

feting which was vfed in cW""timc ( as we may perceiue by hiscomplaims) 
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fcot, 



l ^ . i ^mnn mJ ordinarvat this day.viz.that Lawyers (hould 

n.ouUibcmuchmorccom they obtaine omccs of them at 
lend their conferences ro^rcat Lord ; ^^78 ^ chufe (as thcy th i n ke who 

fo caftc a rate (viz by their ^^te^^Leuc which others 
haucaslargc^ 

call ^f^^^S^^ Notwithftanding j do not af- 
thcy (hould ft r the grcatci ^t wrong arc aduanccd by 

fi,mC tlSS iucXrto I cithcra thing lately prated among 

mcanes ot their wiucs.dwuu* j rtW i: n , r ipthen in former time.How euer 
thcm ,„ntlcaftfir« 

it be, out Age w.« alfootd vs fund^ ^ r 

their confctenc<s(if they had any ; Twites d f JU0Urs ,heyhaue receiued at 

T ° til t £,2^SSI in g name (let not thiscracke the 
f r\ « t hofi millcrs that keep a good confcicnce)& willing to (hew a great Lord 

credit of thole mi las u at kcip g d ^ ^ morcthen 

how much he jwo d do ^^^Slulc^Ac diuell in this cafe, flou- 
h Zt IZ thhis SSSSSd Rhetoricall infinuations, that he perfwaded 

"5 c m r^hcirtoto hcl for company. For he fohotly j>rofecutcd the mat- 
others to fend ^ur ^ tQ , ho , 

tcr againft ^^SSoi 0 f the caftle o&wcenms where he was im- 

witneffes to depofeagainft her 5 vung 

TZl iShc ffif a commoner called ^botboth cfcaped at too 

r ? Ihl taffwitfieife to further the fuitc commenced agamft the 

Hud Countcflc , I icy wcr b ^ lacco f f4 ,„ 5 an d Uft 

of all to be bam nto. m whofc command 

enecs vpon the tenter = » P«' tifie othcre a if 0 . WitnciTe the Chan- 

th cy are wnhW ^^ d J h Sdeam b df Ah Carding ****** 
f7 t\^\Sox any way toblemill. the good name o/hts fuccefTour; 
wll g*at kS^ffid menlow) ioy ned with like integritie, may feme 



Sffifc" ^ nXbe finneof grea? (landing , and almoft as old as the man m 
!i JT.c m w moeare b v an anfwcrCwhich is now growne to be a by-word in eue- 

JSSO V»* ™»**» h ^ demanded What trade he was 

ofKffie was a litnrfTc. Which anfwer could neuer haue come from 
anv bn fromfuchaone as had hadhis abode in thofe pac« where men made 

wlncffebcS 

T^W&te our felues that his fellowcs would ncuer haue anfwered fo 
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Hhiply iTfatty fliall fty 5 t^jat the nun^lk* of ftlfe wimeflTcs is not(tri all probability; 
fbgream this day as it was fome feW^ cares ago 5 , confideting there are not fo ma- 
ny executed for it, as in former timcs.I anfwer dtat Mcreafonifblloweih hot '? for. 

e^ricocemew^ 
ccs^Traeleflctrc^ 

arepractifWlThe^ of feldbme 

doth not Mucthe>t«Stitudeor paUclty of offended in anotheKfit -IhcWtathefr' 
rile vigi.lAhetc and integritie of ihdife 1 that Haue the 1 fivoit? himmitted vnto them. 
IftlkyibaU further' ifc^fy and- fay; that thoiigh'the number of falfc witneffes 
be rioW.a* greatiand th^punirtim^nt IefTc then Wcr it Was ; yrt tt is not becaufe 

there isftr&tetimpuhity, but for tbatTt is a point<#gr«rrer dimeuMcj to difcouer 
thenijConiidering 'their fuborncrt teaidh them their lcflbn bettcriafld thcy femem- 
ber it better then their ^redeceflors il'anfwer to th<*icohtrary, th^Ht is as ordinary 
at this day ; for falfe witneifes to bewray;bctrayvaiid almoft bciiay^bemfclucssyea 
and to-' bdte themfeiaesf ( as it were.) with their dwnertfds, as tiier jt was in for- 
mer timefci Among rriany other notable Examples of falfe dcpo.mios(whieh haue 
happened within thefe few yearcs,) b'f fuchas liiid foully forgotten their Mof»j 

that is commonly alledged(for proof ehercof) wiiieh is ofcertdih varlcts fuboffietf 
by a Lord of Bern agatnft a citize of IfourgescdkdkofrcrA , ivtti who accufed of 
murthcrtftir Wheras they were told tljat thebeft tolec wherby they mightKrioW 
the faid Boy w^, was th* his nofe was made like tl Andle of a rafbr: thcy bdng 

fcucrally examined by the Iudge^ftld asked hoW they could know him ; anfwered 

all with one accord,that they could ea% Know him bya cutdfardzourjvhith he 
had vpofi his nofe. So that when Bty'tfrd ( agalWft^om they came to depofe) 
was brought forth, thcy faid he wasriot the ma^becaufe hehadno fcarre vpon 
his nofe. And thus being detected they vvere accordingly executed! ithe fubor- 

ncr and falfe accufer being beheaded -and quartered oncly ^/^which was no 
fmalladuantage for him.Now albeit this be as notable an example ^f faifc packing 
ashappened thefe twenty yearcs .Yet 'we may not thinke that it is theoncly exam- 
ple, but that fome of freih memory may be found to match it. Thisatthelcaft 

which happened (asmoft men know) within thefe feu en weekes to certainc' 
falfe witnclfes , fuborned againft one brought (romOrlcam to Paris j aft bound 
& pinioned.-how thefe wicked wretches Co forgar tliemfelnes, that whereas they 

(hould haue faid a thatthe man againft. whom thcy dcpolcd, had a red beard- they 
(aid he wasfwart,and had a blacke bcard.Now what feuerc punifliment hath bene 

in fl iclcd vpon fueh companions, I kauc thcReader to enquires yet this I know 
(and whbknowcth it no&)that during the laftciuill watrcsin Fr4«w<r,and whilft 

the deuourers ofcofifcations rulcd'theroftjthis accused trade waspradtifed with 
as great tmpunitic,as euer it was either in this or in former Ages. 

6 And is the lurry of Lawyers, who (as MdilUrd (peakcth/take^ hoc & ab 
hktoxbdektris&a ftmflris, quite wome out? Nay would to God it were not 
much greater then before , and (Hat it were hot fonotoriouflyknowne, that 

cucn little children could talkeofit. Notwithftandirfg I will here alleadgeone 
bncly'examplc, which Ml fiifficieAtly clearethis tolly manner of proceeding. 

TheAttourney of my Lord Btm-'m and hcirc of UKyfo d' Hylitrs , Bifliop of 

Ckdrtref) (who is yet lining, if he be hot very lately (lead) hauirtg receiued of the 

forcfaid Lord d houfc landing in the place CMrtbtrt in Parh , (which h e 

fold (as it is reported ) for 150. or 200; pounds iri ready money.') in rccompence 
ofthepaineswhichheprbmifedto takein aduancing his bufincflc , in deed of 

r N 2 promile, 



THE FIRST BOOKE 



7 As wrainningronu^^-^-^ ' adrup i c totjjofc in former 

times, and tliaeyong b^innOT wctc^ d cxam- 

dafticft Lawyers were in former ^'^}^^ n ^^ M i^6£o^ 

thcrs. rue hi It's ot a craw, s ; sttmmmw mm* 

fooall procecdrngo [ ^.^^^(SSa of a ccrtaine genkman 

who was the plaintittc^as Dcing wrc uv / o a d ucr f c partiCcCaufed 

t^XSS^&^^. andfofcn.cn* mi£« 

Lant ; and confcqucn.ly ^^^ a ^£J?^dXl to laue 
which fell out accordingly. The fecond is ot a i molt man« : uc g 

fronted with 20.w1tnci1cs.vv ncrcupuiw j r; riMtr h ctowncs).and by him 
T g Now if there be .,a P .y any that will no, reft "^**X£ 
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the forefaid Preachcts.The firft is,,hat whereas in former ume,thedtf nitiue fen- 

enceof heludgedidputancndtoaUfuitcsi .hey baue now found out a mete 
o c^tmue, pk and multiply them 16 much the mote : for there are feme 

fttaS haue bin decided ten times by lenience of Cou«,and yet are * new 

,o S as euer .hey were. The fecond iyha. for one head which • cutoff ftom 
ffSwc forthwith fpting out as many moe^c .heredid in old nmeoutof the 

Cn&To wind vp A in a word,whc.cas our anaftors complied one y 
oX length of fuites ( for it is no new faying, Us tttmjtm) we haue lull caufc to 

eneratl touching the corruption which is to be feene in pettifogging piaffes, 
SSShS very ({range pn>aife,which (thankes be to God) was in » 

0 S one yfor aumefno longenhen .he credit of the author thereof,*? felfe 
?ame man whowas made fofamousby acomedie rfted in An,i, where «was 
W***m * « Mm. 11 mfiimkfi fate for mfy dbjf* J"**"*/? 

S?ifeM.This&nefeUow(wh6Iwilnotmakeknownebyan^ 

no. Zat to fealc hand ouer head whatfoeuer great men mtreared htm^ranted 

he Court of Parliament a. J>«* to goth patties^ wel the ptantrffa 

« the defendants, with reuocatory letters one vpon another, fomctimes to the 
StoSr feuen. Nowwhat age canbo.ftorb.ag euer to haue feene or 

h To th Bu t if we mould proceed further,and come to the fountaine and original 

dcr they did iwtmaiftertheWnks,an^^ 

fide, the great imp.mi.ic and free libertie which is granted to prolhng pemfog 

gcK.chiclcn lufticcs.and corrupt lodges, who at & *£"^J*» 
Wwc may wonder they do not ten times worfe. But if w,c ftiould k e an exem- 
KK linffidW vpon fiich malefaSors, like vnto that recorded by 
/ 2X virTbat Vhe fon fucceeding in his fathers olfice (who had bene a corrupt 
ift fcrifite «K> ft vpon his fathers skinne, we may affu.e our felues, 
heywoulXke alittlc bettcraUt themineitherwouldthey focagalypurfoe, 
no7fo ZdiW «pe after offices asthey do. But I fearemc.fuch Lawyers w,l an- 

lute oS were not fet to faleand fold by the dramme as now they are (feeing 
nisfuCw buying and felling of offices began but of late yearcs)and tljerfore 

ha. *SreSon to loolfe a little better to thqir places • whereas the haft 

wh ch men make now adayes to fill theirbags againe.cauleth them now and .hen 
M fote"*rdSh%U 

that a yong girlc about 8. or?, ycares of .gc, fad hwo X a *"^°°^° ^ 

fdfi.fathcrfeftthismanco.rupt you with his bnbes : tbfcy on the contrary arc 

courfcof iufticc is pcrucrtcd , and how Aey who (hould remedy and redreffc m 
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£he greateft agents for it,w< ■ 

as icy «iepe them m to letters ™ S or a .ondXwf 
any fuWeing ^ 

this chapter^ Jlele this ikkm h rigor and forty 

» ltaPccHu words arc thde. Morcouci,! uwpp en co , . poor€WO - 

j X order that I may be recotnpcnccd for the iniury he hath 

Uk t„ow that L will an<5 pkafiue is torule «l.y people 



" lcd hM ^bK^S3 £££ *'™'<e te fl,e ^ no,hin8 th S 

» woman replied ootn wuuy ^ 7 , & Woman,bc well 

j,aduilcdwiiattiiouiaycu- _ irT . AT<rinafr>rifit were not trueJfliould 

„ 1 will do inflict (laid i the ^pcrouu caufcdccrtainc 0 f bis Ianmzaricsto 

„ within my dominions. Ai dimmed am nric- caurcu w nolhaue 

2SS^^J*om thepuntaent i»inBift«4^ toe^^ 
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Howbeit I denic not but that this fa& of Jmorafaqum ought to be termed cruel- 
tie or rcmcritic rather rhen fcueritte, inthatrhe theft which he puni/hed wasbut 
pcrrie Lucerne, and the panic not<3ouuifod ihweof by order of law. But like e- 
noueh,thcEtnperours intent was to terrific others by his example . I could fur* 

thcraflcadafun^ exercifed by Iud- 

ces and that vpon their ncarcft kinfmcn. And not to leekc farrcofffor examples, 

Wt rcadcin *c FrcudHC4«<wiicI«of a«atoc King* whofatuc done the likc.But 
that which Ihould 4*ci%.moue Princes to execute wftwe (thoughthcy had 
no tcaaid of him who will one day call them to a mkcprn^) isdje cxamM j pt 

thofe who through ncgle<ft orfo*default*hcreof,baue firft waftciand Jttef lott 
their .countries. Andifwe confider the gwsttchange andafociaticMVwl^ist©** 
fecne at this day , as wellin this as in other things , wc may well wonder thereat: 
for it iswdlknowncthat fiftiepaidpns arc granted with IctTe: fmtc tttbijday, 
then fiue could be obtained two hundred year esago . And we haue heard how 
a ludw of /4w(who was Uuing within cbcfc bondrcdy cares)would vfc the lame 
reafoosibr the due execution of iumce,which men vfe nw a dayes tofcinder the 
fame . For whereas wc (ay, he isayoog man,aHd in the Apnll of h wage, it wcic 
nitktoputhimtodcath.torhcnwydogoodferuice tohis Prince andcountreyj 
ind on ihe other fide, he is an old man,and hath one footc in the graue it were 
great pitieto,haften bUdeach,ivhicli is rcadictoknockearthedoore : whereas (I 

Sy ) thofe that bolder vp nvuefaflors, v& fuch fpeeches : he (on the contrary ) was 
wont to fay of a yong man , hanehiiB,hang him, he will play the tbecfe agame ; 
tnd of an old man , bane faimjiang tflm , he hath played the theefc too long. 
Whichfeucrcfcntcnccofthcludge concerning yong men , puts me in mind ot 
that which was once ohieded to tiicKing of Frances Befufmg \*> grant a pardon 
to one that fued for the fixth or fcuenth murther, viz. that the f eton was gui- 
de but of one murther , and that the reft were to be im pu tedto the King , confi- 
dcring that he had neucr committed the laft ,if the king had not pardoned the nrtt. 
Which agreeth wel with the faying of an heathen writer: Vturtmftrtndo tmumm 
iMitastnuam. And/mfe* culpamjui peccatum ptttrit. )Vhich fay in & ought 
duly to be confidacd of aU fuch as pleade or fue tor the impunttic of malefadors. 
And they ought further to remember that Bonis noce$ t fifquuftpercmtm a lts. 
Now if heathen men did fo well confider of thefe things, how much more ought 
Chriftiansferioufly to meditate hereon? Howbeit I denienot but that there arc 
" fbmc who arc rcadie to take theleaft occafion topraaifc tflcircrueltte, and that 
fromfiichthingsfrom whence others take occafion to be more flack and remilTe. 
■Rwoampk^ringiniiKibodctf 

the dtic not many yeares before, who whipped a fcholcr fo much the more, be- 
caufe he was his friendsfonne : for when the youth (after he had bene foundly 
beaten) told him that he was fuch a mans fonne : O Cquoth he) hec is my good 
friendithctcforc becaufc thou att his fonnc,thou (halt hauc twolaflics more. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 

ofMurtherscmmhUdAt this day* 

u , nilt 1 reoct u a foule ado about nothing, in 
O nceming murthcrs, Men* kccpcth a to ^ 

,hcy mould agree with a B chcr to km an or fouie ^ 

ins of » n y dnn 8 ( * riln P? • N ^ I ,«i dents < whereas (pethaps) 

(bould paffc oucr our heads ««£>j£g£ haue fiii Jf he had 

ncu er faw fuch a <M ten tm» m a B tebfc*« ^ , 

fecneamunhcrcomm.t^^^^^^ 

his ftrcctc.whcte my p^^^^a , 0 fpcake with one at the dote, 

oucr againU Sain. wcn[ t o the dore with 



Sin on his 

but fourc men f whom he had ncucr , id hi £ fot dcad in .hcplace. 

prifes fo well that they left htm not ™ WJ^rf multitude *ere affembled, 
Vhemur.hcrcrsdcpattcdat n dda ^^^mowhwfcftUwn. T1* 
not a man among them o much as , 0 "" XSnftaX affirmed by very eredi- 

„„,r,her 1 faw not my ielfe.but one y he ^^^Z^M^«f 

Me pafbnyrto wcrcther JP^^&fc^co^ini^ 

fclfc am cyc-wuncs; which no.witiu.anu. ^ g impunity wh ch s granted the 

in mod countries at this day. Dn mgm ne alio ^ ^ 

Ol t mu called Afa» the th. d , «**3^0*W> words 1 heard as I paf- 

him ,whcn he meant to pay bm that he d j 

fed by .) And 1 had not gone a <£»P««^^ his moncy ,M 

W as no fooner comcfo then. , J™"*!^^ da6gct . At thevcry intou 
downc dead , the other "^g^J^^n^X in ftccd of eiecuring 
cmc^M^^i^^^Su^ thereby there wasno more 
,nartiaULaw(as I ^Pf^ ~T '1^^ ^ 

difference bctwccnc hem f d"," and^ommi.tinghimtop.ifott, *ey 



, For in ftecdotapprencnuing in. ■ , ~~ 0 lo fomeof my 

him and made way for um when Ik ( fc 

acquaintance, they mademe o»i her am " • h d d of awag . 
And this puts me in nun d of «™ whichl km '? ilc b rca r on of the inward ac- 

halter of WW' , « >o<, £ ; Severe feeking him v T and 

nuaintar.ee ^^^-J^^ of Lueyance f other,) he 
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a notorious malcfofloa then that a wbple muJtitu.de:fliould do it as it were with 
common confentj as they did at Rom< towards this nwtherer,.as hath bene fold. 
Mpreoucr there is a c uitomc in this coftntry, which in rtiany places would befio^ 

onlywmk>buwUoapp*W 

As when a Princepr w«a> publiketpatoi* Jawrfnd giues it ou*by proclamation, 
that if one exile can Hay another within the confines of thc.coumrey out ot which 

he. was banned, hcn)aUnotoncly redecmchis:bam(hm:cntandbeiec«llcd,but 

alfo be rewarded and recompenced fwbis paincs.1 was(I remember) at Vxm\ at 
the publ jilting of this proclamation force twcluewates ago,and faw it put in exe- 
cution the day after the publication thcreofias foljowerh. A baoifhed man hauing 
fecrctly arriucd and crept into the citte the eucniogafter the promulgation of this 
Law,had no looner intelligence thereof , but he made diligent inquirie where he 
might find one whom he might mu/ther according to the tenure ofthe laid E- 
dic? tandbcing informed where fuch a one was,he watched him vritU the cuentng, 
and ftriking at him as he came out ofa. houfe^but miffing of his ayme) he puriu- 
cd him to the channcll where he had caft himfelfe , and there wounded him to 
dcath.l am not ignorant with what fcafons they vfc to defend and luftify this law. 
This is the principall^hat it is a meancs tomakc banifiied men fujpecVach other, 
and confecmendy tokcepe them from aflembling togethcr.But Chnftians ought 
to leaue fuch politike courfes and confiderations to tktm common- weal th an d 
AridotUf politicks, where a number of fuch deuicesatcto be found, which ou ght 
to be fo farfrom Chrifluns,that they (hould not be onee named without horror. 
Howeuer it be, I will here addeanother like hiftorifc of an accident which hap- 
penedduring mineabode in the fame citie, thoughl wasnotancye-witncflc 
tlicrcof as I was of the former.The 5#^ofthcdtiefearchingafiimCastheman ; 
ner is) for wares de cMtvab4»Jo(fov fo they call all fuch wares as are forbidden vpo 
painc of confiscation ) they came to two Francifc^t leaft wife apparelled like 
Frmtfcm ) commanding them to open their cheft j . which they hauing lundry 

times refufed to do,in the end they burft it open by force. Now the wares which 
they found in it were two mens heads newly cutofT.Howbcit,afterthat the Fran- 
cifcans had whifpered them in the eare,they made no great matter of ir,but turned 
it to a matter of merriment , and pleafcmt difpute, viz. whether thefe heads were 
forbidden wares or nor. The rcpo*indccd wcnt,that the matter Ihould be hotly 
profecuted againft them: but within two day cs after, the norme was oucr , all 
was huiht and gone, Viich made rhe world fufpecl there vyasfomc faHe pac- 
king among them. Of which fait when fpcech was moucd , I remember I heard 
it related.how that by this licenfe giucn by proclamation ( much like to that for- 
merly mentioned) a brother would bring in his brothers head. What w ould Mt- 
not and MtitordXme faid (may we thinkc) of fuch Po!,ae,.f it may be fo calkd^f 

But howfoeucrwctcarmeortakcit, lam to intrcatethc Reader to remember ir, 

mattherewithhcmayconfroM^ . m 

i But now to rcturnc to murthcrcrs and fuch as butcher men fora let pneej 
athine (doubtlcfle) morctobc lamented in lutit then in any other wntrey: 

where thofe villaines are many times fo hafty to compafTe the death of thole 
whom they haue vndertaken to make out of the way,(to theend they may hngct 
a little money ) that for want of taking a view , and marking them by the pnuy 

markes whicn arc giuen them , in ftee§ of them they murther tbofe that refemble 

Sem:whichthe/^calU W #r^Jha^^ 
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\,\ Inuo^nrflimcinftccdot'othcrs. And aHthcrclcompcnccwiiicntncv 
naskcdbauc bene tlai nc in xu beate&? wounded, 

SfaS, which ifihey find them « fc *«" ofthe ? J te ° f . 

ki 'T h ^SrSfe is hcrconely to difcourfc of fcch immhets as*<epunito; 
. lAndaic mdeXmmcd both by the law of God and man. To handle there- 

Uc ,and aic indeed pi nim i j _ ™ W nknow)tWoI6reofmurihei!J:fome 

i P a ^ bmr others *w aboue the reft) nounlh their re- 

< 1H0 are to be confidctcd in the execution or a& of rcucnge: for tome 

t which is ,.4 piaciifedby thai I bjr W^^^iSt S 
n, „rr do ii hut openly, atldas a man would fay with drummcs arid mimpcB,rrc 
rfarin v on a nan fuddcnly or at vnawa.es nortaking aduantagc of b,m, 

S imfe f <fZ me w dmw his.weapon ; ma£ing confdence tofct two vpon one 
SCI more (triitly oWm-ed in When in arty 

'dot! citdc-and is ftilpradtifcd byall mtcheartcd rmttfMW I ■« 

n Xmcrite NotWhhftandin«I hancheard many //-./«» makcamocke 

t tW ™ ton S dno mlell ^onn^ering they profefle and ptaflifc the toe 

if once the* bitcthcir fingers ends in ihrcatnmg maner.God knows, 
il tlu'Wc't vpon their en mic face to face , it is becaufe they cannot alMc him be- 

i mhisbX AndthCTatenotfomadastobidhimlooketohm.felfc.oronce 

SSia except they be the lirongcr^td fo-wcl I guardcd.that they 

«3l.cycric,tt^ 

theft idi antaecs which hey labour to getouer theiret.em.es, a nd the treafon 

which they pto and praftifuo their vttetmoft , they make eafie paffigc for thenv 

fitXS.es of diflcmbling trcchcry . Wi.ncfle simm Turke who flue an **. 

Cot canfed him » be flalne) about fittecne ycarcs ago.ro a cha.rc 

c, ••• and oiuen preanant proofes of vnfained rcconc.hat.on W.tnelfealfo (a- 

bom Ik hme timelti e luL whokilled mdr*, the knight of .he watch a. Pa. 

^JShUfa hisowne honfe: for hauingaJongnmetoKh.mm 
h nd tl it hchad forcincnand forqonen the grudge which was bciweene them 
he ean "on a rime to his honfe whilcft he was at dinner , where r**g was no 
tnc,£"f.om,hctab^^ 

k|<mdneffe,bu.hell,bbedhi,nwi.hhisdaggcr,andflueh.m.In hke jn sner he 

Lieutenant uminall of ^(about two ycarcsbefore) ndtngon h.s mule ro 
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r ourt was flaine by an ltd* , who (tabbed him fonimbly into the b'««M>« 
Court.was llJln "y >. MUCVtd himfc feaway.and being mounted 

vpon a luftic courfer,laued bunia e y andathand toeucry man, 

rdtalTmouTd t Ty S&uailers who hauebene in ,»!,, with fa- 

and that 1 1 noma ™' ' ? i„ a new dilh , I will here record a late murthcr, 

ong brfore'hm. old ^cole-worn ma , am , damnab|e dcfire of re . 

wherein we (hall as in » aylBU leemc noutilhcd ma- 

uenge that ™« en «^' n *° 

h"m and ^h Sowne , and^holding his dagger to his thtoate, 
a T! lou d nm renounce God.he would killhim . The man being 

Mt ^i^^SbtaAle* finne , yetin the enc I yeelded to * 

at the tttit vcty wn .™ " Kd uoth God and the Sa.nts,and all the 

rathenhen to lofc ^ "^fcS~^Hte wicltcd wretch hauing his 

oraggea ui« ^ deftroved h m both body and foulc. 

C Tu^ ft ^^w to mofeShofe murdaers that atc committed of a cone- 
4 i P .SLZVeot Jaine- which are of two forts. Somecommitthemin 

,ous and 8^^«|^X 1 fpake of aflaffins : othets,in hope they 

hope of rewards I S ^ m0 re fccutitie,whom wc calltheeues and 

T mak ,YtSS^^^^ hauebene finJe, efpecially a, Pa- 

lowing it: witncOe the rf f the C6untie 0 f r«««w<r«,is ftmous 

r«.That ofagentlem^ i J^uk^^tomt«mi»^^w 
among the reft.who kept a ^good P l ac key,who was whipped s 

executed Wlthhim, ^»W>3^^ h i| e ^ , , «,dWmfeKafJ 

and -h«uwh == ^ of an Italian wll0 

^SEfiwi fo cafted)in the v«y citie within hisowne 
c6mittedhtsrobbcrtes(ittney may ^ / oh wav /whence cutters by the 

high way fidc,and robbets ate vko a i y y ^ beft mens houfe 

haning ^'""^oin^"!! "^n^l miX reafonof his ftate and boun- 

ofthecity,beingheldtobelomegrcarnoDKnM vndcrcoourof 

,ie, wasWcouered *%«*^$£^J£^<tog with gentle- 

keeping open houfe for all g am «^ m a " S"" ^ a m 0 mers ) and of hauing 

men in that eounttey tltough ^^"S^^la magnificence, hb 

cominnallftipply offterttwrn pan, , ^™°£ghk h L .and as foone 

manner was to ftnd ^ h » "* ed ^ „eleomea them (according to the 
as they were comcand ttat he had »ted atio ^ 

manner) to call for the tables^ ° r " r *> .™ ~ «i"ording to the time of ftieday . 

readyinthemeaneome,ottoptouide»Mnquetaccoi« 6 Bw 
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But in Kead of preparing it , £*S^&% 

M ^ u£i vil Mb rhc carcaLof.cn or fiftccnc men which thcybad thus 

confefled al their viuamcs,« nc w» pU n flimet. After they 

mur.hcrcd.wcre found ^K^^Sb<Jled , and their hea«£ 
had bene pinched with P'"^' "^ T J£ flicvv<:(] thcm . But to returac to 

beinghal. y I^^^KS^to. recorded as a 

mod memorable^ of twe dMCUucn ^ ^ f ., t( . d ^, ftake fome fiftccne 

^and 7f«2SSS «*r£ of whom thisisworthy 

aswenmth,sas.notheW 

i ,^Kbc^' Vproofchcrcof.finccharquebuzcs.piftokand poolers 
d f u K IS were in 7, who were the fiift (trow we; who not content to 

of aU lorts and hies wc. ein vie m ^ 
T ry ttSt^^fc grc ! floucWng nl and daggering hofe (like 

theme And by n horn wt i" P . but 6 by mc |, R00 d Rllowcs as wan- 
gle tubs or bccrc-ljarrc W^JSf!^^, lo( | c how muc h Atm? 

ml a ^"^teSnSaS King thefc muniments , fo much 
n „ Z flTould employ them to that wicked end ithough thtou B h the great 

„ dmd. y tha t Hiou ^em^oy _ ,,h C numbcrof them is wcllabatcd 

care and vigtbncie ol .thci iinccs or J hercar.no more then at that 

within thefc toy e *^^&Z<SXfa were the firil finite, at 

i t 1 rrrman thecucs in fubtill Heights and cleanly conucyancc . Ton- 

K '.heda mcrofcuttm « and verily during thole rhrccycarcs and a halfc 
luottct to , r „. n j ine mv timcfor the moft part in trauatling from city 

^-iJn^Effi^bcifcs by .he high way . And I remember 

I concliiionfthar WUmiJcm <r*t Mhuu.fi J tnt am: that IS , tha 
„™ W he that menricddle in thiscuricd occupation, wcflullfind that there 

Z Tm mo c d SSffians in the world , nor more tatfh of then •hues jh« 
S^g that fen of then (a, I haue often heard it credibly 
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uenturcd to fqt vpon twentic or fiuc and twentic. And that /fcZtoware not fo dc£ 
perarc,norfo prodigaU of their bloud, I report mc to the anfwer which an Italian 
eendeman made to a forreincr with whom he was in deadly feud : for pcrceiuing 
that it ft ood no t with his credit to auoid the combat,vnlcfle he alleadeed feme pc* 
remptory rcafon,hc accepted the challenge. But changing his mind Jhortly after, 
when the time was come that they fhould meet in the fteidjiis aducrfary now tra- 
uerfine his ground, and expecting when his antagonift would enter the lifts , he 
toldhunthathcwasadiucIliftidefpcratcfcUow, and therefore would haue no 
dealing with him. Butifwemouldiudgeofallbyone(may Comely) wemight 
twit all French-men with that which was fpoken by a Pickard bragging ofhts va- 
lour who hauing vaunted that he had fpent fome yearcs in the warrcs,and yet ne- 
uer drew his fword, and demaunded the reafon thereof, anfwered, Pource quete 
ritntrois mie en nitre Betaufe(qio\h he J I was netter throughly angry . But I dare be 
bold to fay that Italian haue oftencr borne away the blowes and rcceiued the 

foyie of bry French-men,thcn Frcnch-men of defperate Italians . And though 
there were neuer a F/fW that could be raoucd to anger, yet the (74/?^/ are 
terrible fellowcs, and hote enough to make the Italians quake like an i Afpin Icafc, 
and beray themfclucs for feareithough fcuen or eight fond and foolifh tcrmcs ot 
warre which we haue borrowed from thenynay (haplyjmake poftcmie hold not 
oneiy the Gafco'mes, but all other French-men greater daftards then faint-hearted 
cowards and white liucrcd fouldtcrstas thoueh we had learned all our skill in mar- 
tiall difcipline and warlike affaires of them,rrom whom we haue haucborrowed 
fome ink-home termes . But becaufe I haue fppken my mind more at large elfe- 
where,of the iniury which we do our felues in this behalfc , fellujg our honour to 
thofe of whom we borrow fome triuiall and rapfter-likc termes , I w ill not prole- 
cute this argument any further.To returne therefore to the matter m hind , whe- 
ther it be for the reafon formerly alleadeed.or for fome other (for we commonly 
fty ,that there arc fome good and fome bad of all forts) :thc comon opinio is jthat 
there is leffe robbing in//*/; then in any other countiw. By rp*^ 
thofe good fellowes,who truftingnot fo much tothc Height and lubtiltic ot that 
wit,as to their ftrength and skill in their weapon, ioyncd with brazen'feced bold- 

neflc and audacitie,fct vpon paflengcrs with intent tobonow a bag or get a boo- 
tie though with ha2ard of their Hues. For as for other forts of thefts(as namely nl- 

chings and pilferings) Italics (I muft needs fay) haue no fcUowes, efpccially in 
fubtiltie ioy ned with impudency : which knac|cs oanaucry and tricks of cunning 
conuey ance,French-men newly arriuing,!eamc to their coft. Which I would not 

haue vnderftood of all Italy alike : for this lean fay of mine owneexpericncc,tnat 
trauaUing from Rome to Naples w ith the ordinary poft (whom they call Awmf) 

I faw fundry paflengers do that which I had not feen elfewherc in all lulj bcfidcs. 
For they were no fooncr come to their Inne, but they vnfadled their horles , and 
carried theit faddlcs vnto their chambers , where thev might Iwieto cucrm 
view>whileft they tookc their rcpaft.Of which trouble,albeit my felfe and the reft 
of my companie were well eafed (for.for a ctowne a day. which each of vs gauc 
to the poft (* the manner is) he mounted vs well, and defrayed our charges) ye 
I could not but pitic them who were put to thofe ftufo: and I chanced to lay that 
there could be no fuch danger as they imagined $ in that it was not credible that 

any theefe dur ft prefume fo much vpon his cunnings to vndcrtakc fo » boldw at- 

tempt.Which fpeech (though fpoken in fimplictte) was P^^ c ^ 

Flemming in the companie, whobcing thereby perfwaded that there was indeed 



found after dinner that this cats to mind 

,h it thefc diucllim rhecucs of robberies in A*; for it 

M obieflion which may be -W^JP"™* Teh gh way be.ween »« 7 & Wa- 
may be faid that therclieluch lha p foauen > " ona , e)tta ttnuaifew 

J*^w^=fc^i4s»as as 

wi» -food thefe iozen ycarcs, woufd rcpatre «h.- 
thCT 6 Butleiuins /fcMintowhi^^ 

od Hon amon S a thonfand good tlllowes,* beinga more "inmng and 
oditc oupoimou •«"" b f inciUcMhen the vulgar fort , fomewhat icfern- 

wtady XTo of his cxMoites/ratherofoned^dedintotwobr^ 
wheXKade two V «V meny.andaftcr very mad . Forha- 

wiiercm m num. » i d chcarc, to make an end 

his prct ic w neb. Whca t.ey g ^ confidcrcd t , wcrc 

to fo 3 he « "pp d them poore fouks/as naked as my na.le .and hamng 
k £ l \s one as himfclfeand his men could lay on loadc, he fent them 

3 6 to r.Ut 'not to giuc them the «M»unn.nirwb^erA^ 

Swere well Uowcd on them or not , I leaue to be decided « the ne« 

C0 , U " C In 'the meane time I thanke this good feBow with all my heart forputting 
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me in mind of a ftory recorded by Fcmnm of cer«atoe/*«f«/» thecucs, which is 
a memorable inhiskind.and as rare an example as can be found(m my opinion) 

tn invftorv whether G,.«U,Uti»J»<»cb or Wherein wcflull on the one 

KfeSpSirf admirable wifedome in . man falling fttddeply mto the hapdj 

oftheeucsandrobbers: andon rhe other fide, a part of* great huimnme mcruell 
cu Xorcs.who had addided themfclucsto thisdamnable tntde^msgemlcman 
ailed RokU »W«rH»(who had beneabrauc and yalfcmt capmoe m h.s daies/ 
Sins rewards mount Simifo performe a vow which he had toadc(accord.ng 
toX oSperffirion which raigned in former nmes , and » part alfo wtthm 

hefe hundred iyearcs)hauing dcfcricdcertait.c : horfanc^ comm.ngtoward s hm> 

demaunded of bis guide and guard ( for he had fife condufi from the Smltml 
»hrttowcrc'Thev(^ 

2S5 moft ^pLteand dangerous theeuesin the world. Where he was 
fo fir e frombeing darned with the feare of danger, that contranw.fe be encoura- 
ged hUcompanie to be of good chcarc , rcllmg than tlut « was their bed coutfe 
» lav opcntlieir cariage , Fhat when they came they might findc dinner ready, 

dull and heat.Mcane time.whilcft his men wcrc mating preparation as they were 

(Sr a goodly man of perfon.as well for ftatureas feature fmilcdon them nd 
Sm welcome; interlacing many pretiefpeechesby his intcrpre tcrsjtnd thus 
Undlv ehtettaincd fan without bcwr?y fig M tee o— me leaafigne of 
Scrfufpition. The ^.rlildngwcUofhisfpceches, wfcgly accepicd his 
Xand lined merrily with him^anlatter they had rcceiued feme finall p cfents 

dSd hauing foiorgottenalltheitbatbarousctuclnes, that comrati y they 

dcrt whereof 1 kept ihee in fo great expectation , by wluch I hope thou wilt take 

no Vk content Inen n,y felfe. For cctes we way well wonder hcrcar cfpcc.a ly 

"onfidaing what ftorics rcpo« of *^ **? theeues aboue the reft m crueliy 

KfLbling Lionsand filch like fauage beafcifo that I pcrfivade my felfc the Poos 
wotddnoleire hauc extolled thiscbieltainc^en tteyd.do^ for moH.fy.ng 
theheam of fiuagebcalb by the fwect. found of hrs melod.ous harpe. And venly 
lierc^rclbme theeues fo cmeB and curti^ 

orinrotheLionsdeo,.heninto.hc ^rhands.Fot t hatwh.ch 0 «/i. farih, , . 

fc^dtroeiy<fayly«pa^-Andtli«whicbte 

onnotbe caUed into quefeion by any that badcread prflj^^wofto 
bea(t ; as my felfe onceobferued a Lion praa.fing the precept of «r«i ^onta.n.P° 
the dutic and difpofition of a generous mind, which .s,W<>«« & dtb> 

UrZZXTwAt much (as a man would fey)ol litlt .dogs, wbkhwerc w 

into his grate,and playcd_ the wanton I^^W^fJS at wJth tht (me 




to W« whileft he was nlayipg with the id 

puppm . As a fo confldeting what we teade orMk by which h 
rZufied the hearts offiuageW, although it befpoken Poeucjlly, andffluft 

hUeXay)be meant of his eloquence , whereby be wonneA? heamof men, 

delight w the melodious (bundof muficaU tnftmmcnts , ,of >y fcifih my felfe to* 
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■ • _,. option in theTower of Lnuh», where whilft I with ctt- 
had caow ! m a ^J^i^\ wSftioo which play cd vpon a violin(<he 
tainc o*» Widd ^^^^Zj) who had no U begun to play 

^^^^S^JL, they who chofc rathc tocomm,, 

hilly managed cucry , f thcmfclucs to infinite o- 

thcr dangers^ cjjic « . ^ d « h h wc cftccme thcfc 

l S coun ry do fumciemly declare, and as they who tjauatle toto ft* 
hiltoncs ot mat counuy au , ; tr , uai i e d with two othersfrom Tltrtme to 

Kb?f *£• tErf mold man (borne neare i««)repo,t veryftrange thm« 




ISXffi Ata(fiU M-yfonne^ 

molt remarkaoici . - c . you (hall fee no- 

IhSThauc feenc rq uoth he) many a time and often with thefe eyes .Vinffnen, 
gffl Set hands in one anrittbtoad for q^God knowj 
Sg ™n occafions. And he added,.hat their maner was to dtp their band 
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in the blond of the flainc.tuwJ.hauing rubbed tWrfaces thercwith.to rtlw them- 

feluo to their fcllowcs in Wbutchcriy andboaftly mannqr - : Thefeand the like 

Sites this old father who was aboue fourelcprc and ten .y«t«old y ttered not 

whSmany^^^^ 

w fce venSc, taki vpon tUuBor (laid he) Idoubted I whether there was a 
God or not,when I law Inch honiblefattereH^vnpnrateid.Jhisisihogood 
SwSiAdnun gauc of hiscountrey. ButwouMlltoGod we wlte to 
SrexamZoffuchp 8 itifnlloccurren T 

warrcX |m afed vaof Lubor,in fumimingvswtthtoftore^tsbard 
.X Xr" we mould begin luch dolefull difeonrfes.Howoc it we MUn 
SmplSn wcrc7o be wi(hed,of which I 

tenth Gbapter.To which (before leo.no tomodemeeramplcb)! wiU adde.one 

drtfc™ men "Small fit the argument in handling 
ted in /«/ by one kimman vpon aftothff.by reafon of deadlyfcud and fta.ons. 
^wormy learned writer thcrcfor<wc P om,bow thatlnsancefiorsbemg torted 
m SdS^oriake their n atiutffollc by teafon of the caul wane, andhau.ng 
SSS into an odde corner of thecoumrcy wb.ch they had fOrt.fi ed 5 

fo tws thtto 

when" wXd rly guarded rwbowUtheyhadtaken.t faulted tnetbwer 

whe?cuX hi great gnmdmother wa S> wlKteh«twobrttkcn(whowcte 

oftoZmwhLvcdA vpon hertoyeeldher felfc 5 winch tep.om.lcd to 

do vpXSon fh«r woulJnot hutt her children. But they refilling to accept 

7he cSXn fet the tower on fire, and fo burned their lifter and then young ne- 

WdmellUh and damnable affection they bare vnto their ovvne fa- 

But to come to moderneexamples, and fitft to begin wbfrAlmiJit, we 
ha in the' vca« .545.* very mcmorabW'ut a lament.ible)example of one rt/^ 

S a Sborne ii. Ch<»« in the kingdomc of rrtfcwbom 1 incw at 
"^where all godly and learned men hadhimma S! ;ood account asany (han- 
ger Set tbo c in Fnm thefe many yeares , being tor h« , faire conduiom and 
Ive t beh 1Z ?L t were another A But let vs hwc how he met wnh ^ Cm 
Afte ha heliad madegood proficiency in theftudy of Diumity and attamed to 
t\ ,"ed "e ofihe /fti«,noong,hec«uU find no re hfti ,n .he Romifl, vtyg 
tnt t" 0 ™™^ " ' , . .i,..,^ ;„ it vp to the hard catcs,after the SpaniHi fa- 

tM^X^ ^rZ) which Change fo dilpleaf.d his bro.het 

2 fSaHCoun for diucrs yeares) that after he had indigence thereof, he 

Sneuer^ 

could ncuei rcit nor oc a. Nmhmth a citie in 6Vrw/>r,vnder the <k>- 

i^and findrngh m .no , ^^Mtehe had communed with him 

2 S by menaces nor promifo, nor any other remonftrances , he made 
mons, neitner Dy mcijai i bencoeht by h s btoihers rcafons,ond won 
femblance as tho ughh.mft Ue had b „ caogm y ^ ^ 
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N ot wUhftanding being loth to do any thing without the aduice of thole religi- 
ous and learned men appointed for the conference at R*tisbm (of which num- 
bet Odmin Bucer was one) he acquainted them therewith., who hauing Al^n- 
Cut in icaloufie , and doubting that it was but the copic of his countenance . and 
that he did but couterfet a conuert,to the end he might peruert his brotherly al 
with one confent vttcrly diflwaded him from xx^honfus being thus fruftrated 

of his hopcintrcated him to bcare him companic oncly to A*ffi»rgr. from which 

alfo being dilTwaded by them,he determined toleaue him,hauing one onely man 
with him .who afterwards ferucd him in ftead|of an executioner, as by andby wc 
{hall hearc . Hauingthen exhorted him to continue conftant in thcprofdlion ot 
tiic truth,and (hewed him all tokens of brotherly loue,kindly taking his leauc or 

him and forcing a peccc of money vpon him,he left him at Newtourghjnd tookc 

hisiourney to ^ufbwgtfioui whence returning backcagainc to l&bwrgbtiit 
next mornWand lcauing his horfes at the towns end with a good fcltow(whom 
he kept for the purpofe ) became tothehoufe where his brother lodged about 
the brcakc of day : where his man knocked atthcgate,and enamred of a boy that 
came to the doore for one lohn Diatius , faying that he had alctter for him from 
his brother Abhonfrs. Whereof he had no fooner intelligence^ helcaptout of 
h is bed from a friend of his,and cafting his night-gowne about him. wentout ot 
the chamber into a withdrawing roome,whither he had appointed the ^cflengct 
to come- his brother Alphonfus flaying in the meanc time at theftaircs foote. The 
meffenger being cntrcd in, dcliucrcd his letter : where as he was reading it at the 
window (for it was not yet clearc day )hc Handing behind him,ftrookc him into 
the righrtcmplc witha hatchet which he had vnder his cloake : the violence ot 

which blow was fuch,that it gauehim no lcafurc to tell who had hurt him . The 

bloudy butcher then fearing left the body now ready to breathe forth thefoule, 

fliould make a noife as it fell to the floore,layd it downc fottly on ihc ground, and 

lcauing the hatchet deepe in his hcad,returned to Afohonfushis mafter expecting 

him atthc faircs foot,as hath bene faid.Dwwwhis friend (who was all this while 
in bed) fufpefting that all was not well, rofcvptofec where hewas, andwhat 
he did. And he was no foonercomc into the withdrawing roome , but he heard 
the fpurres of the murtherers at the ftaiies foot:and becaufe he knew not whether 
they came vp or went downc,hc made the doore faft at the ftjireshcad.Bur (alas; 

it was too late, as he knew fliortly aftcr,by that pitiful! fpetode which prefented 

it fclfc to his vicw,not without horror and fearfull aftonifliment,as you may well 
imagine. Butasfooneashecouldrccoucrhimfelfe, he drew neare to the corps 
lying vpon the ground,folding hishands & liftin g vp his eics to heauen^s though 
he were praying.Thc pulling the hatchet outof his head,he percciucd that hehad 

fomc life in him 5 in which cftatc hecontinued the fpacc of an hourcrfo that when 
he heard any man call vpon God, he made fome little (igne with hiseyes . The 

donc.hccallcd ro thole of the houfe, rotheend they mightbewitneflcsof thisk 



pitifull a fpc&acle. Now what punifliment was inflicted vpon thefe wicked mur- 

thcrers,it is vncertaine, albeit moft are of opinion that they efcaped fcotfrcc, for 
that the Empcrour cbdrlcs the fife at the Popes ihtreatie writ in thetrbehalfc,that 
their inditement might be deferred for a timc.and that he with his brother Urdu 



c 



do (vnder whole iurifdi&ion they were taken; would haue the hearing of th 

matter themfelues. How cuer it were,the conftant report goctluhat ccrtame Sps* 
wtrdsat Inftntck were not amamed to lay that there was no euill in this murther, 

and that he which murthercd an heretickc,wav;;0/4tf<> abfolucd by the Pope. 

Let 
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Let vs no W heare another like vnto this infubftance, though much differing in 
circumftanccilfay liketoit infubftance, in that onebrothcrmurthcredanother, 
but much differing efpeciallyin one circumftance,which may haply make it Icon 

as ftrangc as any murther committed thefe many hundred y eares .By this circum- 
ftancc fvnderftand the non-age of iC*i* murthcring his innocent brother Abel. 

For I heard it reported, that about the yearc i 547.1 child in a village ofFruicu 

neare Dammartin in Gufleytho was but Hue or at the moft fixeycarcs of aee,con- 
ceiued fiich hatred againft his brother becaufe he had the greater pecce ofbrcad, 
that he ftabbed him forthwith with a knife which he had in his hand, & flue him. 
In which ftory wc may as in a cry ftall behold the wicked feeds of finne, which na- 
turally breed and(asitwerc)fpawne in our hearts, not only in our non-age orin- 

fancic,but as (bone as weare crept out of the {hell,and bewray eth it fclfcwhehwe 
cometohauetheleaftvfeofrealon. .... 

10 But the world is full of examples of men that haue murthercd their wiucsf 

Italy efpecially, and thcrforc I hold it ncedleflc to infift vpon particulais.Notwith- 
ftanding I cannot omit two very ftrange murrhcrs, I meanc fuch as fortheir plot- 
ting and acting were extraordinaiy: for whereas fuch executions are commonly 
done ralhly in heatc and choler , thefe were committed of fet purpofe vpon a 
grounded and fetled refolution . The one is of a citizen of <JHiU«n, .who (as. 

ft wastoldme inaplace neare tfltiflw, about a dozen yearcs ago or fomewhat 

more)being in Fr**t $ md hauing intelligence that hiswife played 1 falfe at tables 
and bote a man toamany,bcing(as wc may fuppofe) fumciently mformed there- 
of tookc horle and rid poft to his houlfe at {JHilUn ^ whither he was no iooner 
come Jbut he called for his wife to the doorc,who comming in all haft to welcome 
him homc,being (asitfecmed)verygfadofhisretorne, rcceiucdof him 1 a eoun- 
ter-curteficand a terrible cooling card with a ftab pfhis dagger, after he had all to 
be rated her,calling her falfe, perfidious, difloyall, trechoouttM wicked wretch. 
And leauing her infuch acafe tbathe needed not to fearc fhe would play falfe 
with him againc , he looke horfc and departed. Thefecond is of a Switzird, 
who hauing taken his wife at vnawarcs playing the harlot , bore the iniury pati- 
ently for a nme } but hauing pardoned her in his heate (contrary tothe common 
praaife) he flue her a few dayes after in his cold bloud,fay ing he could not endure 
a woman that would play him fuch falfe play : he fluelikewfle hischildren and 
himfelfealfo,as after we (hall heare. 

11 Yetthere arcnot (God be thanked)lb many examplesof women which 
haue murthcred their husbands , though therebe moc then a man would haply 
imagine. Among the reft an Italian Ladie called Princes MMr b not to be for- 
gotten . who perceiuing that her husband (commonly knowneby the name or 
Gtktt Lord o(Paueme) play d the man and flood tohis tackling,in defending him 
felfrcouragioufly againft the two murtherers which Ihc had fuborned and hired 
to kill him,that they had much ado to dilpatch him , tookc vp a dagger, and with 
her ownc hands gauehim his deadly wound. Now thehatred which moucd her 

to communis muither,was concerned vpon a rumor blazcdabroad m theotie, 
and whifpeicd into her eares , that before he maried her,hc had contracted him- 
dlfc to another citizen. A weightie reafon no doubt .It s alfo reported,that a wo. 
man dwelling neare Harbonc being in bed with her husband cut off his prtumes, 
for thathe had defiled the manage bcd:ef which example I haue already ipoken. 
But infinite are the examples of light houfwiues who haue procured the death of 
their husbands , to the end they might more freely enioy the companic of their 

O 4 pa- 



S — • And -J "S^^^g^iSS 
Sow and , ^ ™SoVlXbLd being krtw the 8> ft .9. 

/^« was burnt abou ^ 

drinkc the wine wl " cl \ n,c "fXHl man • and pciceming by his ferine death 
„ aducn.ur.xf to .^^^S^S&^f « Antidote. The like 

diatitwas ofptelent °pc r " l °" "J lewomanofiW.iu the fame ql^nd much 

mmwAI tafltonrd fiomdieptimrf pamphlw • but asbeing 
t ^ P IfJS^KS murther was committed. About dwecne yeates 

tZS wte printedftory) bcing.aH « a flute 

ago a good Icllow - (na mcc m,in I 7/ 0 f , aft with the world , and fo. 

mconucntcncc,lic was PC «W«a py on ^ 

in the managing of *^^ c ffi"^Utotecoml^be6Kb» 

^nl"S one ofwlHChh«dhe.handalmoft_e«off,wh.cb(hc 



r as rncy lupp /*■ . , , f , f,. oml | )C top ofa rockc notft 



iuu v ,u , « • 7/ r r ' ft V» m (dfc headlong from the top ota rockc not wi re 

^^JhhmcmbwS hh bands intbcirWoud , helayd violent hands ypon 

a™ to vndemo 2 ignominious death . By which examples we may pcrcc.uc 
tat the d tocS Uis fubtill Height and ftratagcrns.and as cum,™ £ naue 

^ L he w Now theft two examples do fuitc each other (ashathbcjie M) 

t Z ™ men flue their children without eaufe or colour a. A 
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vpon fuch a (lodce) that he cauwa mm w ^» . coroitting focrudl 

andfovnoaturallafaa. A " d i ot *X- r ,j", ^ sdav an d betoued of all men) 
his venues, efpeciaUy his be taken amine, 

bath thought good to pub Whj his tone 1 pnnm nog f The 

if treading in * ^ ^ a W fir Zrig tad ^ 

ftotie is this. ^^SJteSfiffi euen from a child: in which £. . »„■ 

beneaveryloofe lend W» w fl d * n °"°f ,„^1, j bv Aeouer-Rreat indu gencc °'» "«r> 

of his father . Now « happened vpon iumiui .7 ' )he nothome mdapt. 

6ng^*^^^^'^^U^^SM incenfed a, 
rill v^ry hH in .Ae euenmg : wbrnmo te&ta ™« 8 ^ f here 

gainfthim , and told b.ro, , that frnng Ik ^^"^freumoLeanfwerea very 
was no remedied* moft « h ' uft ^ r XS^ <P» 

boldlv and WWWg*™ £f Aowb* he was no foone, 4> 
ches tW paffed ouer,his w th «*™"^~ ™ w d him filence , confidering his 

he was inforced by aU was in vfine, 

round replies in that fierce and tmm '^^SS^SSk EStae bis long and 
dtetiWD0*<^^ffi55^ Now when 



id that bis menaces n°' m ^'^; 6 .r h 7 m 'f 0 his Gnicineflc. Now when 

mid replies die rofe in great anger to C ^.^'X'^„_ wUb in vm to beate 
he percefued his father u-g^ » *« m ^ 
him, he caught hold of his ^E^lSo^l crying out that he was 
him through in a trice , **«^SSa^S3^«^ Iufticc 

SS^eatb^ 

by h m drclTmg himfclfc(his Iword lying oy ^^?» g forccttine his vnnatu- 
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fccutcd this (tone fo farre, had it notbeneof purpofe to fpcakc fomahing of his 
conucrfion, tothccnd I might mew as well Go^ds great mercic, as Sawns great 
enmitie againft mankindjthc poifon of which paffion he bewrayes againft fuch as 
keepe not fentindl oucr their hearts, and ftand not vpon theirguard. This mur- 
therer then thus attached, by courfe of iuft ice was fent to prifon , and witnclles 

were produced, who depofed that he had bene very difordcrcd andvnruly of a 
child defpifing for the moft part his parents admonitions and rcprooies,notwitn- 
ftanding they had alwayes rccciucd and entertained him in the kindeft manner, 
whcnfocucrlic cried;™*/ . His inditcmcnt beiogdrawnc, hewas fentenced 



vthcludgc otchamilott theSdturday following, to hauc his right hand cut ott 



vnon a fcalold in the market place s rightouer againft his fathers houfe, boihhifi 
paps ro be pinched with red hot P inchcrs,and afterwards to be hune by the feete 
vponasibbct,andftranglcdwith a ftonc of fixe and twentie pound weight tied 
to his necke, where he was to hang the fpacc of foure and twentie homes, and laft 
of all to be hune vpon the common townc gibbct,there to rematne . But nc ap- 
pealed from thisfentence, being perfwaded thereunto by a wicked wag-halter 
who had benca falfc coyncr , and for his mifdemcanour condemned with him, 
and fentenced tobc fent to the gaUicstfrom which he had tUo appealed. Where* 
upon they were fen t to prifon agninc,to the great tower within the Cap,tilUucn 
time as they mould be conueyed to ^during which time many rcfoncd vnto 
them dpecially to vifit this Parricide, to fee if they could bring him to a fight and 
fenfc of his finne, and fo to be the inftrumcnt of a foulcs faluation ; But perceiuing 
that he concciucd no otherwife ofhis offence then of a pettie faultjthey vnfoWed 

vnto him the haiuoufncfTc thereof, and the fearefull judgements of God which 
would ouci take him for the fame, not oncly in this life by the fword of the ^gi- 
ft rate but likewifc after death by his final! doomc,if he did not confeflc chefac* 
and acknowkqc his fault, that fohcmighthauc rccourfetothedironcofgrace, 
cucr open and of eafic accclTe to thofe who with a true fenfe and forrow for finnc 

vnf ainedly defiro pardon and reconciliation^ afTurancc to be heard . But he ne- 
ucr onucthcleaftfignctliat hewas any thing moucdwith thefc rcmonOranceSj 
bur Bill anfwered that he had appealed,*.' that he had not flame his father,but that 

Jicranncvpon his fword , thefcabcrd falling offtothe ground. This wasallthat 
couldbc wrong out of him at that time. And albeit they ply cd and prcfTed him 
aeainc and againc, yet could they not bring him to a fight and fenfe of his Cm :for 
the more they labored to difcooer and lay open the cnormitic ^ a hamoufpespf 
his faa.thc more he excufed and cloaked the fame,faying to himfelfe, Ah wicked 
wrcrch I mieht haucefcaped if I would, and my father knowing he had reamed 

his deadly wound, counfellcd me fo to do>t then (foole that I was)! would not 
liftcn vnto him. They then told him thatit was not in his power to itirre a foote, 
or to moue a finecr without Gods pcrmiflion and prouidence,and thcrcforetnat 
he mieht a(Turc himfelfe it was the will of God he mould not Aie away, but tarry 

by it Jmd abide the tf iall , that fo he might bebrought (if it were pomblc> to ac- 
knowledge his offence, and that tecciuingcondigncpuninimcnt forthc ramc, 

fcrucasan example of his diuinciuftice. Morebuer,they exhorted him 

fc of this chaftifement and cofre&ion , and to confidcr that the prifon 




„ vjuuj fchoo!e,wHerein he Was to learne how he hatcth and abhorreth fan* 
nifeftinp his iuft iudeements vpon the wicked when itfcemeth good ivnto him, 
cithcrby thefwordof the maeiftrate,or othcrw ife : whereunto he aruwjjt* d I not 

a word.Howbeit in the cnda&r they had preflcd him former by fundry like fpee- 
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rhes the more to aegrauatchis offence by cuery circumftanc?; heconfefled that 

he had ^ Xhardhf rr & cauterized conscience as was incredible: making 
to ttemwnc time as wcl with his head as with his hands; whereby they perked 
1 G >d began to wot ke in his heart, and thereupon they prdpotmdea the mcr- 
ck^ of God as bcforc.N ow after they had (pent many fake • fpeeches to roufe vp his 
d wfcSnla^ from that dead .lumber which had ^ ^onhini V 
were adue tifed thatthe falfeforger (former y mentioned) h d pe^vadc^im 
tTbeofgoodcheare, and to lay nothing toheart bu ^f?P^ lon i hl ^ l j^>^ aU 

mrcne plrnble. Whereupon orcer was taken they (houU 1 be fequeftred <Mton 

enr pcrfwafions , who put them in Come better hope when he hea d .Hid » 
ofthem.Ne-^ 

t thought more ferio U a y vpo their fpcecha f I fud> ' ^^.^Srt*? 
• i ?« i *a„k tHit he had hiehlv offended God, m that he had fo Wickedly 

«Z Sthc Bailiffc mUhibe lent for, faying he woulddcfift fiom lusappcalc. 
Whc Zo X cxhortcl him to make a holy vfe of thofe godly item 
whkh Zd b ncgiuei him, tcllinghim withall that hedtd Well togme ouerhc 
Toeile feeine he Ihould efcape ncuet the fooner, and that itwas much to befca- 
Seft ap A to V Com of Parliament at Mtohqr would be fo farre from 
£5 feueritic of his P unifl>men, that , hey would adde to the ngour 

Sf ^eane time eame a Miniftct of the wotd^vho phed h.m fo w.th p.thy 

SfionsXt he brought him to acknowledge the hainoulheffe of h 1S finne, 
STo a*e God forgluenelTe , in fuch fort that perfeuertngtn thts acknowledge- 
mem ^ceafed not to vtter m»y good and godly fine! fieland fauorte fpeech^ 
b v which he eauc dcareeuidenceThat God had miraculoufly wrought ,n his hart. 

AndSmnginhis former refolurion of forlaUnghisappeale hcaduertdedthc 
Bai ll I c cof: whereupon he was executed accordingly the Munday followtne 
Where it U to be obferued,that fro that rime forwatd.t.U the htag ma,, had made 

an end and parted two old friends,this poore patten^nd now ™r pamcde) 

SdGid hod Chrift euer in his mind and moum,ft.ll crymg to heauen for metcy 
and fomiueneffe be ng armed in this hislaft conflict withfuch conlW and 

helXefo mion , thatheneuertwicht forany torment, not once changed 
Sh vhich ftrooke an ama«ment into the minds of the mntat ude. lie 
SShaue a mote ample difcourfe hereof )m ay hauetecourfc to the fote- 

f ^r%for women wWchhaue murtheted their cl.ildten.Iperfwadcmyfelfe 

yeavcs-Howbeit many there are,as well of thofe ^ J? **£hS«2 
« of thofc who execute their crueltie vpon them in the wombc bctorc rwy tec 

hethtofrhe^ 

( to b?gm with it in the firft placc.)is a very ancicn t finne Fo ,i he Greek l**M* 

UjJ^a cauea. to the women of h.s tm,e to «* 1 ^^^«SdSre 
iifri-annrhw PasmPoetlmarp y cenfureth ahulwifc for the likeottt ncc.Mi ing 

Z ttS^Uons to thatend. ^J^^jJX 

mltt his oath (as we know) neuer to mtnifter nor p eft .{"« 
.hatmightcaulcab^nio^r^^ 

thereare rwomame rcafons of this wickco pract u c . o . nitv . or / to r^ii 
mould be knowne to liaue playd the wantons andloft thcit virginity .or (to ^ 

i 
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fomwhat more generally) for fcarc of being difclofed to haue had to do where 
they oucht not.be they maricd women or widowes.O there for fcarc of abridging 
and fliortning their youth, cfpccially for fcarc of that which Wfpeakesot. 

Scilicet vt car eat rugarum crimine venter, 

Sternetur pugn* trijlis arena tu&. 

And as for the fliortening of thciryoutlyhc fame Poet faith. 

Addc quod & partus faciunt breuiora iuuent* 

Ttntpord , _ . 

Notwithftanding whofc teftimonic,we find it true by dayly experience . bhaue 
further heard of certaine gentlewomen, and myfclfe hauc kno wne fomc who 
made nobones to weare poy trcls or ftiffe ftomachcre , endangering thereby the 
life of their child : and to the end they might not lofe the credit or hauing a fine 
(lender bodic,madc no confcicncc to deftroy that which mould I hauc bin as dearc 
vnto them as their o wne Hues : I fpcake of fuch hufwiucs as mifcaricd in the cari- 
acc . As for thofc murthcring <Jlt edeas who made away their new borne babes 

by cafting them intoponds,piiuics,&cNunncrics within thefc few ycares would 

hauc funiflicd vs with ftore of examples, as well as of thofc which murther them 
in the wombc. Neither want we examples of former ages : for Pontanut laitii ot 
his time: Quod midtm execration* genus maximk Sacerdotes attingtt , <ju* Deo 
vimniutmquum vouerint jollutis tamen votis 9 rituj { facerdotali periurant)r ataue 
inctfic contamiuato.grauid/facl^nefceluspateat, execrabiUori conantur feeler e jty. 
fumprohibere at corrirere ; dum tut mcdicaminibus adbibitis aborttonem frocurant 
a ut par turn (latim iofum exMimanwi awt cloacis elkminfodiunt . Now when 1 
(ay that we might hauc found ftore of fuch examples within thefe few y carcs-,my 
meaning is not,that it is fo hard a matter to find fomc at this prefent : but that the 

number was then farrcgreatcr then now it is,as well in regard of the multitude ot 



N unnes, as for that they were in greater fcarc of lofing their good name, if 
they fliould hauc bene knownc to hauc played faft and loofe, then now they are, 
confute ing their ghoftly fathers are not fo ftricl and ftoicall,but that they will (it 
need betaiuc them phifickc for thegreene ficknefTe . Moreouer, in that they fee 
fundry N unnes Icauc their Nunneries , I meanc their brothcl-houfcs and beds, 
and betake thcmfclucs to the marriage bed , where they Hue orderly and well • it 

makes them lookc a little better to their confidences before they go about iucn 
murthcrs. Yet it cannot be denied but that this wicked murthcrinp of poorcinno- 

cents eKtcndeth it fclfc beyond the Cloiftcrs, not onely to manageable maidcs 
who are vndcr the mothers wing.or in the gouerncment of their kinsfolks, (euen 
to fuchasarc worfhipfully & nobly defcended) but to widowes alfo : which the 

faid rontamts hath not concealed touching thofc of his time . For he further ad- 
dcth • net veto tuonflrofa hat feritate facer dotes tantum, vcrumctiam vidu*>ac nubs- 

UtpuclUMcndidifm*hctUmf*d^^ Butmaidfcruants of all other 'are 
oftcneft taken tardie with this fault , and they onely (poore foulcs) are called co- 
ram before the magift rate, according to the old faying allcadecd before out ot lu* 



'ft™ cohmbM.^ot I hauc often feenc fuch 

Changed for7hiscrime,and none but fuch. And I remember I once faw an Ana- 
tomiein the Phificke fchooles ofa maid that was hanged forcafting herchild into 

a priuic.To this purpofc it is which the faid Pontauus addeth in the fcouell of that 
hiftory : Vir tHaximemtusMiiperfmitiarhtdei quunrmiffel emuudaretfr Utru 
nor urn for Jester ^ emundandum accurrijfet fubitam ad excUmatiouem ttdemf torn 
warn earn f*cit*tis t animaduertit infantuli cadauerculumfordibustUtS"' - 



And 
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And verily none (hould be better acquainted with fuch fectet;* thcn ( midwiucs. 
were it notthat the maner is to go to their houfes,and after they haue blmdfbldca 

ihem to leadc them to the place where the trauailing woman lieth , whom tfity 
alfo maskc or muffle tor fearc left the raidwiues( who muft of ncceffuy hauc me* 

faces vneouered) mould know her. This I can fay of mineowneknowledge* that 

I once heard a midwife report , that (he was not ondy thus hoodwincked (t 
praftife that would be found common at this day,if diligent enquiric were made) 
but that the child alfo was murthcred before her face , as fooneas.it was borne. 

And that (he did no fooner begin to exclaime againft that fo hainous and bottiMc 
a faft but (he was in danger to hauc bene ferucd with the wee by d «?fc 
murthercrs and their complices . She further added,that they hung the chamber 
(in which the woman was deliuercd and the child murthcrcd) with white cloth* 
to the end flie might take no notice thereof : and that they conuey ed her backc a- 

caine to her houfe hoodwinked as before . By this we may fee what murther ing 
minds fomc women bcare . True itisindecd,our Ladies at this, day necdjiotto 
lake fo crucll a courfe, confidcring they haue fo many^r#/^^ to kecpe their 

belUcs from ty mpanizing.Touching the curriih crueltie or rather fury and y af- 
fedion of women againft ther ownc bloud : Pontanm rccordcth a farrc ftrangcr 
ha then any yet mentioned , of ccrtainc which ftifled their children with their 
owne hands as they were comming from bet weene their feete } not fo much for 
fcarc of hauing their whoredomc and harlatry knowne^as to be reuenged of their 
husbands. Whereof he fcemcs to fpcake as of a thing which fejl out in his ownc 
time. For hauing difcourfed at large of the forcfaid vUlanies committed m thole 
daycs,hc addeth fiomttrtu audit turn vxortt , qutvt viroshmnturiarmgmrt 

mhaarentm t aut Mat* ab iUU iniurias vUiftcrenturM petifimum rattoue »Wt»> 
vtuientem pro km proprijs eliferint minibus . Howbcit I cannot thinke thatlo def- 

peratc and diueUidi a defire of reucngc could cuer enter into the heart of any 

Frenchwoman: and God grant that France neuer finde a race of fuch OH edea /. 

But here I am in fomc doubt whether I fliould with filence paflc ouer thofe wo- 
men who commit their children to the firft nurfts they mccte wjth, neuer enqui- 
ring of their qualities and conditions , nor of their skill and will to pcrforme th eit 
duue-noryet whether they be found or fickly, of a good or a bad conflitution 5 as 
rotten,po<^,leaprous,&c.Whoafterthevhauconccridtheir hands ofthem^nd 

committed them to their care and cuftodie, feldomc or neuer take thought for 

thenuor remember thcm,tUI they hearc the pafTing bell go for them ? tbcy tetog 
ready to eiue vp the ghoft.Notwithftanding I dare riot call fuch mothers immhe- 
icrsiefpecially when they haue a iuft excufe to exempt them from the perfor- 
mance of this dutic:) Yet thus much I dare fav /let them take, offence tbafwiH* it 

sltilleth not,fo that wife and modeft matrons be not offendcd)ifhatthey are more 

crucll then the very heathen,who expofed thdr children to the wide world , ! Jt> 
commending them (as it were) to the ftarres and deftinic. If they fhall alleadge f or 
thcmfclues,that all children which fall into thehands of fuch nurfes, ncirhtf die, 
norotherwifemifcarry;Ianfwcr%ainc,ncith<jr4oaUdie that arc expofed ; ;For 

fortune is fo feuourable to fomc , that they iwiyjhanke God » jm eucr thty were 
expofed : whereas children committed to fuch rtafty nurfes. either die fliorUy af- 
ter, or carr/about them fuch difcafes and maladies , as make them mtfOttbteall 

therr Hues long.By which we may fee how far womenat this ^y degenejatQfrom 
thenatural affcclion of the Queene (formerly mentioned,) who wasfo highly f>h 
fended with one ofher Udies for giuing her child.fucke^o^h (he was uihould 

P naue 
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Lanvnutfefaue her Rife, and foiealous (as it were) otimparting*nis honor 

3in.imcsp.ft was 



theheathcnofexpofingchildren » my 

hii't^fcisitoVraciiic it fo gcncratl a paflc . buttodi(co«t<eol'<bcdifFe«nabe- 

man 9 firft then 1 confcuc.mat this cuftoroe of cxpofing chddren hath had finall 

among Chriftians, as fundty Creeke and Latino authots do 
fiXe rtSfe. For it hath notbene heard that ted* Frtnch 

d en Twc e cucr expofed by any,but by fuch as were pinched 
u"fcWinfan»ic^ 

S *«E? who arc neither vtged with the one, nor prcftcd wnh the orher) 
n Z?ime (lead that cxpofing did in old time: which vnnatural and cruel courlc 

h « * "eft ** ugKhe multitude of children they fhou Id be cooftratned to 

5 a meaner houff and carry a lower fade. And hence,, « te-^F" 

iiiie tlHir cluldrcn bctac.tbat d.^ 

K er mean. , and vndcr colour hetcof confine thcrotn 
tlic«on R cr year«, whilcft they know no more what virginme »«<» ««»'*; 
ST who put hefinger in thceyc when they are called ma des. Butwh* 
oSfe^S»UaAm:ailUwi thusmucd vp.vfe againfl tharparems when 
me come to Team of difcre.ion.is more .hen noiorioufly knowne. The queftio 
hen uSt they do not asgood as murthe, then,, wM they fi»ce the team 
aeri. 'ftCcourfc , Lompellingthemtocntcrintoluchaftateoflde.wherfm 

niSa. by how much the look is more precious then die body,by fo much tU 

mutthcviscreatcfriicnthcforrticr.' tJ-J- 
k I rol»nt here »ddc fundryothcr fom of murthe«,at leaftwifc fafl« as hainous 
>s „ y mS "heMS otWmgirfutcrs and fuel, as by finite meanes grind rhe face* 

of the noore ocopW.a. Jfiftthcm to the vcty bran.a, ■^mVf°^'°Z. 
to , Xnonm^nd chicken Iffticea, who are therfore ngh.ly called c6mon cut. 
dSoSSbSdwsjmd co.mo.ams of a countrey . Bu. 1 w.11 content my felfe 

w lXfc before fpec fied, and owe to thofe thatare/rWr/f fasLawyos 

fceak e whofe examples ought the more to humble vs, in that they (bewysvvhat 
So^diueil hath ouer vs,when we giue him but AcM«taBMd 
tod no. vpon our guard by ltolding him out at the ftaffes end : I meane when 

vetiuench nothis firy dam by thefl.icld of faith , andbeate .hen, not backe by 

thefword of the (fail it . For though Pagans roadcli.de or no confeenee .ornate 
v tbemfeluM. and though mod Philofophcre approucd it by prcccpt,& feme 

'L.A,ir™w9ifc- vettbeChriftianwotldwasncuerfocotrupt, but that it 



alfo bv their Prt,flife s yet the Chriftian world was ncuer io coirupc, out uu» . 

bath «if r condemned thefc/rAto *ft, and razed then, not only out of tenum 
bcrofChriftians(bydenyingthemChriftBnbu.,all)buteuenofm 

(landing they baud bene frequent and common in all ages , as blftprics record. 
F M t * or ft* to begin with womenfa, we didbefore w,.h thefacl tf I*Mg 
we ftade how that the mother and her two daughters ; (in the raigne ofJW« 
theE.,,pcrour)vndercolourof doing their eafcmcnt.hght out of their chanot, in 
wtttefayiswrtaM ,o^<i«*j.he.eto .^wnre Chnftian religion »dw 
facrific<<tothcEW|lerouisGods v orroameral!ytobeintreated and afterwards 

put to dend, s eaft therofelues intoa certainc tiucr,and there were drowned. And 
f> rophan e ftory affoords vs fuod<y 'examples of fflaides.who chofe tatha to dole 



■ 
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theirliu^ then their virginity. Whete oFw* hAtfcfMty ptiidets eu5 it Jhfc< day, 
and that in both fextt* Among <hil reft I remember how * woman of Swtatlknd} 

about nine or ten yeitcsagb, vriderfanding ^bafc hc whdayflic had admitted into 

het be^was not heir husband > bbM lenaui/h Companion fhatihfld tieceiuedhcrj 
fell into i^ich a fcadf fOrWw^hat^ drovvricd'hwirfft And wevead in the Qtiecn 
of TUttdmt narration^ of thcf^iftli dcath^a^cntlewbiMn whb hang^h«« 



ielfe tor very griefe that a Francifcan had had the vie of her body. But morcof this 
hereafter,wh«n we eome to intrWtb Of the Whonedonts committed bydur good 

Carhojidks. I haue alfb heard of eeitairtb wontetl who difpatched thcmfel wis <in 

rage,ror that their hdibands had eut mfundertM^Cre)lou«imdt^nd 
profanei the nuptial bcd,when thefcould not b* Jteuengedofthem thatt|se«ri- 
uals of their louerasalfo of otho^who vpootKeVoccafiorishatte bid violet hands 
vpon themfclues. Neitherdoth this hard hap beM the weakci (hceoncly jtfor we 

hnd that many men ailfo hauebenejdrawne or rather driuen to doiexcVtotion \tpon 

themfclues, Andconcerning the profanatiort of thVnuptiali bedilct vs here againc 
call to mind vf hat happencdin a toWrte of j»//*wfc<^about twenty ycarejago) 
how aiiiati hauing taken his wife in the like faulty* andfcardoncd'her forth* ^e- 
fent,tcjperitcdcertaincdayesaftcr,andflueher» ''aridilcft herbiiely, butthechil- 

drenalfe which hchad by her, faVing,hew6Uld not haue His children called ba« 

ftards : and hauing fo dOne,caft himlelfc headlong ftora a high ftccpe place,and 
brake his necke. In whofe bofome a paper was fouud^wherdirhe had f« downe 
the reafons which had moued him tocommit thefe mutthetsvefpecially to make 
away himielfei viz. that knowing himfelfc to bp but a dead man in la he chofe 
rather thui to end hisdayes then tobeputtoamamefuUandignominious i death 
Whichf utteth me in mind of that which Ptnrt^m relatcth of an Italiah lx>rd 
who hauing ilaine him whom he fufpc<»ed to haue bene naught With bis wifiv 
was watched fo narrowly by his brother , thatbdrig out of all hope to efcape,hc 
firft flue her with his owne hands, and his children after 5 and hauing fo done 



i 



threw bimfclfe from the higheft tower of his caftlc . I hauc heard it alfo credibly 
tcported ,that a citizen of Padua hauing flaine his daughtcts being but very yong, 
fome few dayes after caft himfelfc from the top of a rock, in the felfe fame place 
whither he had fled to hide his head. As for thofe bloudy murtherers of the dou- 
ble dic,which make away not onely their children but thcmfelues alfo, I will here 
record as tragical! a ftory as is to be found (in my opinion)in any hiftorian , aunci* 

cnt or modeme^hichCas fome relate it) was lately a&ed in Biaujfe, as followeth 
A certainc husbandman (who was rcaionabJy well to liuc)binding flicaues in the 

field,fent his fonne of an arrand home tohishoufc, and being greatly offended 
with him at his returne,for that heftayed longer then he expected ,hc threw a clod 
athim, andhithimfuchablawonthcheatthatheftrookchimftarkcdead, fo 

that he fell groucling downc to the ground- whereupon hauing coucrcd him 
withmcaues,hewcnthomecohish6ufeinadci])cratemood: where finding his 
wife bathing her felfe, apd giuingher yongchUd fucke (whereof me was deliue. 
red not many weeks before) he went intohbbarnt and hanged hiifclcIF. His wife 
hauing intelligence hereofbyonewhohadoccafiorlto go into thclTO^long 
after , leaping out of the bath in great feare,left het child fo heedleffly in thebath ^ 
that it fell into the water,andfo was drowned. Where {he rpoore (bule) amamL 
andalmoftbefidchcrfelfetofee her husband hang in that ghaftly manner , arid 
finding at her returne thathet child watdrowntd' Was driuen into filch an mfit 
ofdefpaire, that flic went backe againe into the bame, and lacking the doore 

r Pi vpon 
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VDdnJ.*,. hangedlMr ftlftfcy )w.bu*aod.Wb^note. *e s»ifcM«* taWf 

& thtmothw drafting herchildagamft rtwr.wilfs; w4 ^9* * h ^ffi„ 

ncd her child ihisxifilnnwre oueitfghr, and toWIed ""wWWW.W. 

folding to feaUmft W> Hitf<M«l* ***** 



" ^ How as.mea Wwfe 4*$ f 4 *%L am 

onclv Vpon thdcdrtlicHkc,buivpon fundry other occafiom>fo !™ n yfe'£ 
whoKhcr cauib bauc made away th wfrlMcs , For- : wh,ch HfpofrM 



£d£a paeke of villous vturm,whoby th s W judge^f Cod, \»<*W 



SSftAkUod of death . . For after they baoeonce ^p^ymm^M. 
S theodilues in .he Court of Coflfciencc, ty^'ty*^; 

dine v rhcy purine lentence in execution in its rt.angc a manner . Mdmm 
A torcSin aitowne of smmhnd hauing bin lentwed by Im wnfeenee 
IS fort ai tath bin faid).. vnderibnding that his knauet.es wetetppweU 

kno vrte: albeit hU heart badflften failedhim ,. yet tn thqeod he dtd opepexo- 
cmtn Vn himrelfc, euentben when hfe keepers thottgh. .htnv fufthert ifiom 
daneer . For though they kept htm for die ptefent fromhur nog of huyfclfc, ha- 



Zt bun h She bib (Tabbing and laWn* his body w.tfi a pen-kmfe f y« 
X day hemade a fepc ton them 5 and leaping out of a ™n#W brak 
snedc. And here I may not; forget Bef<w<*turedes p ? r W ( au ^P™« 
damnable book called Cymbalum mundt) who notWi*ftand,o^J^ 
vvhichwas taken in watching of, him, for that they (aw him m a&fpcrate 
mood ready vpon euery ligfit oecafion to.facnficc himfelfc to b imM 



Butwchauc aricxamplc of a farre more ft.range and dangerous ; d ftreffe (confi. 

dcrinetbeoccafion).n FM W *r^ir4anTtalian : andforare in this kind that it 
will hardly be paralleled cither with auncient or modcrnc: for he made himfclfc 
aw v by fuch a P death as other debate and diuelhm minded m.fcreants would 
not Willingly choofe, viz .by a long and a lingnng death $ for he famifbed and pi- 
ned himfeife away,ob(tinatcly abftaintng fo long from all manner of [»^nanc<r, 
till he had ftarucd his foulc out of his body , as we may reade in SUidan and 



other hi ftorians 





CHAP. XIX. 
ofdrueltie prafttfedat t buddy.. 

■ 

Lbettthc murthcrs formerly mentioned be not altogether voyde 

ofcrueltieinay,thoughfomc of them breathe foi 



mine but barbarous/auage.and cruel! immanitic: I will notwith- 
ftand ing alleadgc fomc few examples hereof apart by t ncmlelues; 
_ yet not all our moderne examples prqmifcuoufly which offer 

thcmfelucs to my pen, but fuch onely as are rare and extraordinary, exceeding 

the vulgar fort. And albeit our laft ciuiU warrcs might feme as a plentifull ftore- 
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houfe to : fumi(h me with choife x>£ matter , yet I will beware how t harjSe Vpon 

that ftririg j left rubbing of old fores ,1 fhbuld rrakctthc wounds of many to weed 

afrcfh i ' Neitherwilliipcakeof (he cruelties cioefautcdqt iM&md*l and cdrwu 
whtch bemg but bardy related in the high Cdurt^frarliajntenfrat Paris by the 
Atturney L^iuberymd other Law^crs,cauled the auditors t6iftop( their eares^they 
Were fi> hideous and horrible . This onethihs. anayrgiue : fufficiou teftimonie .of 
the enormitie and haanouuieflc thereof, in ihmmp UKeftoilaxd of Ofpde% 

ring-leader in this danCc,as being ohiefe Prefidentof the PasHamcnt <&f mtot> 
and lieutenant geherall for the King in that country in theabjeoce Of the iLotd 

de GrigtidBy could not , find /buldiersicr uell enough to his liWrig^ootwith/htpding 
he had made choife of 4hc vcricft bloiidy butdhcrsthat were in* country jycom^ 

mandtng them ( among other his Cahhiball-Iike crueltiea) tb rip vp women with 
child before his face,& to tread their babes vndeptheir feetO cflrrifh crueltie,wel 

worthy that hojyiblc death which befell him, not by .thchand of man, but by the 

iuftiuagcmcnr of Goethe (earcher and leer. ofaUiffacts I 'Arid rbis pcr/ecUriod 
taiibd again ft the poore people of Mermdol and CtbHtn, is fo much the more fat 
mousjin that they led a great army againft thefe Jioore fbules, who neuer defi» 
fed any thing more then to yeeld themfelucs, . nctteratremptingnoroncc-ihten- 
ding torefift and make head againft them: but hiimbly intreating that they might 
bemfferedto vfe the liberty of their confeienoe in their priuate houfcs, and n6t tb 
be inforccd to admitof the Romanc religion; at lcaftwifc that they might be per- 
mitted to flieinto fomc other country vpon (iich coddi tron as they (hould thinke 

gOOd. . . i • ,. . ,',>; i . . . • •• , '; 

» fiutlcauing this hiftory, I proceed toother examples of crucltic, nothing 
inferiourto thatin^^/*/, which notwirhftanding is thoughtby many (bin- 
credible « For where is the man to be found,who hearing what hcrreporteth 6f 

fttrfMttsjm. how he was ferued with the flem of his owne fohrtc, and hoW he 

ate thereof at a fcaft,to which he wasinuitedby Mftiagct King of the Utdts (nei- 
uer fufpecling he (hould hauc bin femed with fuch afawce, nor entertained with 

fuch a dainty dim) will not prefently fancy it to. be as .very a fable as that, Which 

the Poets haucfained of %^itrm% who made his Brother T hjefa;eni his ownc 

children^ Hotwithftanding we find as great cruelties praclifca in thefc dayes. Fot 

Pont anus rcporteth how that certaine Italians hauing taken ope of a family with 
which they were in deadly feud, chopped him forthwith into (mall peeces , and 

hauing pulled out his liuer, broiled it vpon the coales,and ate of jt(eurry man his 

morfeTl)with great rcioycing, vfin^ fuhdry folerone:ceremi?nies: and m trrimcntf 

therewith : I will here fct downe his words at largjei Ani«ntm*m ttonArdm % t4' 

rip i mi exempli mtmntrnjum (me mult is Uchrimis piter Audtcbuni referent cm , qnm 

inter diglddUntes quafdam inter fe fimilids inimicilufumniis exercere'ntnr odijs,c«pt. 
tnmquemPMm fatfhnecx altera, eumjpt "vejligif eaneifum in mirtutifiima etiamfiitr 
fla\m$x£extmptum itli iccurjn prnnis fandentipimifqne carbonibkr^faSionis em 

frtocipiMto(ium t perquMme/la*m 

ientawlum difiributum.^tautlup^rum tarn exanhtlntn rablctjui faukntis pr»ireb» 

U prole tigridis hone if fa** fnferaueritijillata etiampof dtgnftaifrnm taM exeemfo 

■km pecula nen fmectmUtrwisaftergifUMngratuhtionesw 

tyorifqut (ibum if Cum tbndiertes Denique & d^ffbfr6finMttmt^tdn/Mil4 

fan tort bus. guidhtc extUmm n\kilh*be9>ui fbrit/^o* . Which Hotytcals another to 
mind to this eflfedt. A certaine gentleman bdring^teat affeftionitciiliiiariedlcnf 
tiewoman»wcnt into the warre^j where he intreated r hisfellow««fouldier5,that!if 

P3 it 
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151 u- i .^^Krflninciathefidd^rothcrwifctodiCjthcy would take his 
n ii S fcfTrv pricfc Which h(l I huue not hcneliMawnc to.jwalklcW 

SlSKlc the gentleman with who fltc wurfonnd^d* bearethe 
l^hXmontlv a little hofc.br which they might re«tu<! btead and w«er. 

S WkT? ffibct to be reckoned in the number of oucr-r.goKH)s pit- 

Z Z ftMUhhrir children commine from (hem with their owne hands/The fe- 
condo,»^ 

,m ice vpdn her hmband, W ho wasdiuorccd fromhet for adultcty, being 

wi I™ UbJhhn (albeit heknew not fo much; let loolc the raines to kc, rage, 
sndmS hTwreake vnon the fmitcof her womb,*hereof by vtolertt mean. 
Z ScWdThree moneths before her timc,and after fo cruelly artcicd « 
SdrSumouldbc 

Hiniwbe taken out of thefamcauthor.whcrchefpeakethofayongSp*- 
nSmMwho bauingproftitutcd her felfe toa gentleman in hope of manage 
fflSSSa (ahhonghmcwasbut of meane ^ Mfftm 
and nririna afterwards that he wasmaried to another, concerned fucM aucd a, 

wrought her wits ^^*™&»X£t!£ 



thlendthrfforUcroighrtnebettacoovitotbepe.iodofherinte^ 

Smp ia^herdelgnes, fhough at Ac ftft Arc «^^«* 

plaints andgiicuanccs.yW and by aftermakmg as thought teOed fully feT- 
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ficd with the rcafons which he alleadgcd^nd that flic was fomewhatappcafc4,(hc 

yccldcdt^hisimpotcntaf&aionjiQ $%: the wantofl wfch him as before. Whe 

u poa ihfy wont tabed togcthtiv wtynt/bttOU rtp^^wbefttofedhiavfottDd 
aflecpe;ttajB(hc might cxscUte hwifim^iiMQ^Ur. frfcftMt* rf^ik^ (he. of far 

tourpofecfor mot content tohaucigiu«bA»iwmiMpJ?i^dly wdMJ^i&ingawaM 




atthc fifcfo blow , and padawinfc tanfolfoifo bm&fti* rtwiMld mm the ;°14 
ttot hid d»wnc,that her €«uld nttflfiMfwt ^o«rjfef*$ faj%m*M 

the heawof ficttage. ; F^whl^aUsHittutjhcf i(hb^ingv^ot8%«»nfip(red 
the FadCatleailbcwtayed (and bctrayedihet WlfetyjWr wpi'd*) wa»p4tf adtffcfwd 
the old bawd allocs ^liic/faith; Howbeit othc» (following ft^fWaSp*nir 
ard< who-Hato written this ftory in Latin) atfrtrit* 4m (he waincucr taken* ; How 
ener it iverAwe may fee;thc fa& of alight M«k* yieMi of, this e#amp}eias 

well as in the former: which whofoeuer (hall duly jortfiderj camiotjhinke^ tbat 

ftrange which HtrodoMtzvmtt\xQ$KAmefim wifemKing*<r*^how flieto 
Uin&pKWtired herhusband todcUu«h»*«ontubinG.w0 her fepnd»»<ntoff hct 
du« and*aft them to thedogsasallo ncMofc^ c^Hps anidtonetic^nd hflumg 

AwbamWanddiitotodheivfiather^ 

if thcqulion be toudhirig the grcatnc(fe of wo«tov c.melne, WW* frft- to b<j 
refolued of that which irnndlCmh, Jthac rhcy arcfupcitae wte reucngcftjll 

defiresrfedondly of that which Oii^difcoUtfeth of jit large s vi25.«f their mad maB 
cious mindsWpcciaUy when Any encroch vpon tbclr foe hold, and difturb them 

in their poiTeiTton.HiJiw^ arc thtfe;; , i ! n ; IfiA 
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Ntc bmh igiaro viper* ty* "< " 
Famina quamfocij depretifkjuUicc Uc~H • I : . 
Ardttjfr m vulw figntr*. mtntit bikt 



_ i. • • t :j 



in fa turn jtammdfft mt$c 



' ■ • * « 



Thatisi'/.r 



» * 



OWow 4»4^ if^ www" f 

^ iwrA %is amy tusks hi all dotbg 

rht fafoMMpifflt nw no Lsoxejfe, 
yrhoftftckUnz»helpshtnmffl tutsdofrtflk 



C&r the pott riper hurt with heedleffegutt 
Theni* the tiifi tb*t finds uriuaU mate. [ > 
Vntober lout And bed: and in her browe\ 

The fight f of her conceived hdtredjbotvts 
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Pot futtherconfiFmattin hcrwPwiUalleadgeione prh^example out of ftaf 
c^0f^/;andthat'inhisowhewoid9,asfollowcth. For ftiortly after,thc Jaid » 

King UL'im ooiforied at Wag» inJaMW by ^ noble Wdman (whofc b^o- » 

therl haue feene) with whom he was in louc,and (tie alfo With him f who bfeine „ 



kdAe^riSc^ 
wing him an apple 

we maPlUma^ haulmcrtaincdthc^Wnc^if (te i^d 
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had her in her hands 

9 

i 
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heft fauagc cruelties executed 



ftJrccords a notable example which fell outf as it feenies)in his dayes* A flaue of 
CMauritA*id being buffeted by his maiftcrand almoft beaten to deaths to the end 
he might be aucriged of him,and putan end to his wretched and miieraWe lifc,b« 

tooke this cout fe.Hauing dpied his time when his matter was gpne firtc iiom his 
houfc (which flood in thecountrey) he locked and barred the gateaas well ashc 



could and hauing bound hit? wife hand and f<>ote,he a^iedherland her-thrcc chilt 



drcn to the top ofthe houfe* there expc&ihg his mates rcturnc. Who comming 

home,and finding the gace fliut againft him,began to threaten his flaiicas he (he 
wed himfclfe from thchoufc top . The flaue anfwercd that he wotildby and by 

make him fing another fongtand forthwith threwdowne twoofhis chddrcn»Th« 
poorc man (their father)rcmaining for a time amazed and confounded at this fpe 
6taclc,and more like a dead man then a Huing crcature,y etcomming at laft to him 
felfc aga Jnc,thought it his beft courle to entertaine him with faire language , and 
topromifehim not onely pardon for thetwomurthcrs already commuted % but 

alfo manumiffion and frccdome,to the end he might (at leaftwife) fauehis third 

fonnc. And fo did. But the flaue replied and faid,Thou may ft fawn* and flat- 
and make faire weather with me as lone as thou wiltj but I will notXpare him 



for ail that,except thou wilt cut off thy nofc.The poorc man (in hope .to fcuc hi 
childs life)acccptcd the conditioned cot off bis nofc. Which he had rto fooner 
donc,but the flaue caft liim downe from the top of the.houfr.and his wife after. 
And hauing fo done, feeing his mafter torment himfclfe in thatmanncr, and caft 

forth fuch horrible outcwcs,faid,Thou mayft hang thy felfc if thou wilt,but I wil 

keepe my fclfc(I warrant thec)out of thy Angers. And hauing fo faid,caft himfclfe 




downe headlong from the/oofe ofthe 

4 Now albeit the crucltic which is exercifed in this and fuch like reuengc,be 
exceeding grcar,yct it is much more increafed,and(asit wcrejredoublcdby thofe 

who in wreaking their malice vpon their cncmics,wrap in others alfo with them , 
who(to vfcan old Englirti phrafe)cannotdo with all. As it fortuned about fixteen 
ycai cs ago in a city in Italy (at Boulonw if my memory foilc me not, ) where a ma- 
licious minded mifcrcant fo extrcamly thirftcd after rcuenge.that finding no other 



he might cry quittance with his enemy, layd gunpowder in his eel 



lcr,and afterwards St fire toit,and foblcw vp thcwholchoufc \ where 
his cncmy,but fundi y others were murthercd with him. Others, noleffc cruell 
then the former, in ftead of rcucngin^themfelues vpon thofe thathaue any way 
iniuricd them , cither becaufc the parties are dead,or for that they dare not encou- 

tcr them, reucnge themfdues vpon thofe that are meere innfcecnts, onely becaufc 
they are allied vnto them,or arc their friends or coumrimcn. Whereof this age wil 

affoord fundry examples,not only in matter of common hbftilitie,buta|fo of pri- 
uatc enmitie. As the laid Vontwus relateth how the Italian Lord hauing jlainc one 

\vho(ashc fuppofcd ) had played theknauc with his wife, was lb ftraightly befic?- 

cd by his brother,that hauing firft made away his wife and children,hc cafl hin> 
. :*lfe headlong from the higheft tower of his caftle. Hereupon (I fay) he rejatctb, 
how that he which beficged him (called Ctrrad/u Trmtw)pcrcciuwg tharhehad 

efcaped his handstand that he had loft his hint and oportuxiiticof reuenfiing hin> 

fclfc^ruclly murthercd all that hecould meet withjwho were either kith or Ida 

vnto him. And not fo onely, but chopped raetn inpeeces like herbs to the pot, 

and faltered than in the fields and highwayesithc like h* did with their bowels 

alfo. 





CHAPTER XlX« . t6j 
aUo.RU Wittdsare thefetOWw Tyi^iHf^l^fgi^'hVfnimmp^tauit 

pmmti Acprftnttt m*timtfcfre<twtim> titrm film **: mi&Mttfiwm vt fieri 
Mtftitttfy lufpwdt 4f pafiim difp<rgi:v$. pqnc m vintHtfm appdUnhw ftffmvfi 
pu»iti4»m.^\M fomedo worfcthen all this$. when not ton tent tomienge theow 
fellies vpoo their enemies , they.wreake : their malice v"pon tlicfh' kinfmen and ac- 
quaintance.. • .. : , : ! 

5 There is yet another kind of crucltic praclifcd rather in fport and in a; mad 

merriment then in way of reucnge : whercunto Princes and great Lords are 

more addicted then men of bafc or meaner place. Whence grew the proucrbe, 
(applycd to fuch as plcafc themfdues in keeping reycll rour, and playing the pike 

in a pond) : 7^^2 be Princes fports^ thq pUaje them oiteh tkdtdothem. Which puts 
me in mind of that which 1 law done by a yong Nobleman, who Was no foo tier 

prefented with two greatEnglifli maftiucs, but the toy tooke him in the head, to 

make triall of them vpon thclcgs of a poorc boy, how well they could bite : and 

letting them loofe at niro,hc quickly perceiued what they could doj which was a 
pirifuU fpeclacle co all faue himfelfe. And now(gentJe Reader) conilder how the 
Athenian Judges would hauecenfured fucha fac?, when, they put a yortg man to 
death^ondy bpcaufc he Cooke pleafurc in putting qUt of birds eyes t taking it as a 



pregnant proofc of his future crucltic But to jcturnc to thofe that pfay the bloudy 

butchers with fuch as neuer offended them, (nay Avhioh are neither kith nor kin, 
nor yet countriraen to thofr thatiniurcd them) the (aid Pontann writeth of an I- 
talbn captaine whom he calleth ^kolat4sForubrachitts t ^\\o carried i dumbe man 
with him whither fbeuer he went, laden with halters $ and when the fancic tooke 

the foole in the head to hang any that he met with (to the end he might hauc fomc 
fport) he would make a figne to the dumbe man , and then the whorcfon would 
ft^raight put a rope about the parties necke, and truflc him vp at the next tree . In 

which paftime the kind captaine tooke fuch plcafurc,that ifany oneday had paffed 
ouer his hcad,whercin he had not done fbme fuch execution , it grieued him as 
much as if he had loft fb much time . He further maketh mention of one Riceius 
MwteclarM t Vihoic manner was to kill men in kindncfle,and gently to cut their 
throates, tempering his crueltie with mimicall conccits.For when he was minded 

to murther any , his manner was to entertaine them very friendly , and to Inuitc 
them to a fcaft , and to aske them how many glaflcs of wine they would drinkc 
with him , • and how many morfels of fuch or fuch baked meate they would tnc: 

and hauing demanded thele friuolous Sc ridiculous queftions 3 hc would prcfehtly 

flab them with his dagger till he had killed them. .i 

6 Moreouer,crueltic (lie wes it felfe in exceffiue punifhmcnts^ to which pur- 

pofc the faid Ponuntu alleadgcth an example of the King of TldpUs Lieutenant, 

who not content with thcpuniniment prefcribed by law, caufed malefactors to 

be fawne in peeces ouerthwart the back. It further bewrayeth it felfe in thofe.that 

take pleafurc in inucnting of new torments,whcther with intent to praclifc them 
themfclues,or to teach them others who may put them in execution. Which puts 

me in mind of a good fellow who puWifhca a book about fiuc and twenty ycarcs 

ago, 



i 
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aco full of pictures of racks.and all kind of tormenting inftr»mcn*,whicb the wit 
S man could poffibly deuifc . Hut wc may not hctc forget the mft tudgemcnts of 
God which hauc befallen the inucntors of thefc audi tor men ts,as well in this as 
in former ages. For as Perillus hauing prefented the crucll tyrant Phdlarit with a 

brazen bull! which might fcruc him in ftccd of a fofnaoc to burw m<^ in w was 

. ; : conftraincd to take the firft triall thereof^ to feclc the fmartof it himfclf (as be- 

■ ^W^imuttmPaterculut with his brazen horfc:) So P hilip Ccmmmm xc\\ah vs 

K'H: howthcBifliopof who firft mewed King the ekwenth the lnuen- 

, ' f rion of iron cages,was the firft whom the King mucd yp in one of them ,and that 

1 . i , » for fourtccne ycarcs together . Wc rcade alfo of fundry fauages who firft felt the 

' ' finartoftheircrucllcounfcllgiuenagainftothcrs. And thus much touching the 

lcudncfTc of the Laitic.In the next place wc arc to borrow a word oi two wu 

good Catholickes of the Popifli CIcargic. 
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CHAP. XX. 



* The Popi/h 

CIcargic 




Other exampUscfthemckedntffiof thu4ge i tfpcciallpffuch 

4s*umttbtmfel»ttCUwgymw. 

* 

E haue already heard what inue#iucs the cood Preacher OKetiot 

makcth againft the Cleargic of his time: and we know how her* 

»ard(\oi\% bcfore)cried out againft thcmXet vs now fee if they did 
repent at the laft,and turne from their wicked wayes, making bene- 
, „te of fuch reproofes. Whatfay I>benefitc? Nay, they were more 

obdurate and hardened thereby. For as light hufwiucs before they tofieputoff 
their pcticoatcs are as nice as a Nunshcn,and fliew fome few fpaiks of niamefett- 
ncs and modeftyj but when they once percciuc that their licentious leudneffc is 
brought to light, a nd that they are vpon the ftaec , and their Hues in cuery childs 
mouth, keepe openhoufc for all comers, and arc more lauifh both of their hps 
and lap yea ten times more exorbitant,!^ fpire of all that fpeakc againft thcm:E- 
ucn fo tor all the world did CIcargy mat (at lcaft wife the greateft part) when they 

once pcrcciucd they could no longer conccalc their fy monies, villanies, whore- 
domes ,lcchcries,and fuch like loofcand dilfolute demeanour, of all which lam 
now to intreatc.For as for their falfc iugling & erroneous doftrinc,whcrwith they 
hauc Co peftcred the world, I am to difcourfe hereafter apart, towards the end of 

thisbooke. . 
2 Neither vvil I now bufie my fclf with their haukes & hounds,as Mem doth, 

nor with their whores and concubines,nor yet with their crofter ftaues & mytera, 
viz.how many they fhould hauc (I fpeakc according to iMtmt who calleth two 
bifliopricks two myters , and two Abbayes twocrofier ftaues) neither with their 

cle&ion,as whether the holy Ghoft be prefident there,or that fpirit w hich had the 

greateft ftroke in the election of Pope Sytuettcr (according to thofc hlftorians 

who do not affirme that the diucll was chofen Pope,& called Syluepr the feconda 

but that he obtained the Popedome by the helpe of the diucll , to whom he had 

gtuen himfelfe body and foulc long before.; But will briefly fliew that which c- 

uery man that hath his eyes in his hcad.may eafily pcrceiue, as well in thefe as in 

fundry other particulars, how that fince the time of this Preacher they haue in 

fuch lor t made forcible entrance and taken pcflcflion of the things which they 

could 
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could not then peaceably enioy , that if he were now liu»ng he would eafily fee 

it wcrebut loft labour tOdifpute againft them. Font is not to be thought that a; 

Popifh Prelate will beate his braines hbwadayes t6 know whether his benefices 

be compctible or irtcompetible:how many linings, how many whores, how ma- 
ny honnds and ho w many haukes he may kecpe. For fuppofe he haue three cart 
loades of benefices (it it were pO/fible,) nuc or fix heards of whorcs 9 and as many 

hounds as theGardinal had whom thegood Preacher Barelet mentioncth(which 
werenearea thouland) yea ftnd as many hauks asall'rhe Princes in Ghriftendom 

(prouidcdal way cs that he beware how he fpeakc or do any thing for which the 

Pope his-maker may be moued todepriue him:) he is in the mcane time difpen- 

ced with,as being an honeft man : and befides authorized ro employ hisfiucfen- 
fes in whorcdome and lechery , in defpitc of the French pocks and the knaue-bald 
difcafe (for excommunication hath nbfpo w'cr oucr thefc Ladies ) and to keepe (if 
need bc)a dozen of bawds for the purpofc . And when his ftomackc will not 
(erue him for thefc , to feekc out dainue bits for his tooth in the very middeft of 
Nunneries (otherwile called monafteries of reformed women,) into which it is 
not lawfull for any fecular man to fct footc. But iP'they chance to be weary with *t% for /*, 

continuall change , or through remorfe of confcience betake thcmfelucs to one Jjjjj JJJ^ 
only,and parte their promifc to marry hcrjthen are they in danger (forlboth) to be Zc&. ° °" 

depriucd of their Uuings,& feuerely to be puniuSed.Whcrofwc haue late & frcfti 

examples in two moderne BiflioDs (both I take it yet liiiing) who had no better 
excufc forthemfclues then tofay,that (he that was holden to be their wife, was but 
their concubine or whore . But whether this excufc wijl paflTcfor pnimcnt before 

Gods tribunall,lct thcmfcluesiudge.Howfoeucr, itisnOt much vnlikethat which 
I heard fro the mouth of the late deceafed Archdeacon'of l //4r^if(bcing at Padta 

with the Cardinal! of Tottrnon) who laid, The diuell false all thofe maried villains 
who arc permitted to eatc laced mutton their bellies full: which he (bake generally „ 

of all the Cleargic , but it arofc vpon fpcech had of a\Bi(hop , wno was fccrct- 

ly maried,as it was rcported.This was the fentence of this charitable Archdeacon. 

Now whereas I hauc fo often called the Pope their maker ^ bc.it knowne vnto 
th 



Popes creature 

bene debate 



enybat in fo fpcaking I vfc buttheifiownephra/e, fauc that they apply it rather 

Cardinals then to Bifliops : as whewmey fay, Sue ft or fuch a Cm din all is fuch a 

e- y as they know well who hauc bene in place where fucb^iiings haue 

d. TrucitisindccdjthatinaCounccllwhcrcthisqueftion waspro- 

pounded, ^An ftnt Epifiopi immediate k Chrtfid^ ah -mediate k Pomifct , a Bifnop 

(who was in a pelting chafe? for that they' hadiradued his paticfice) cried aloud, 
Parcatmih Dommuschn^\mnfubMpf9\ which:! heard related by a Bifliop 
who told me that he heard it from his owne mouth . Howbeit I do not well.rc-! 

member whether he faid it was in the laft Cotincell or iti the formtnBu t furclam 
that in a Councell it wds,whcre(ashc ^irther repojrteth)acerta,ine\po6tor feeing 
himfelfe encountred and foiled with certaine rextsof Scripture, , alleadgcd for his 
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excufe: Ego non fum 7 heologus ,ego film Vattoiijjld, 

$ Howbeit we arc not fo much tp wonder at the Popes^gf eater creatures 

(who arc now growne to fuch power,credit and account,that they feprne to feck 
for a dtfpenfation ofthcircreator,to authorize them t6 Hue in all wantonncfTc,riot 

and diu"b!utcne/fe,as himfelfe doth J as at hislefTercreamres, who'Jiuing in fome 
fort vnder difcipline,and(as it were)vnder the rod,oughtin all realon to be more 
afraid to offend for fcare of the whip.But if I fliaUdcmortftrateand%w that cucn 
they alfprunne with fulfwing after thciikiftsluidplQafM^,ktiinglOofc the raincs 
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oallliccficioiifnc(rc,notvvithftandingaUrc(haim 

let 1 e leader iudgcwhatwilibccomc of the reft. Bythc Popes features 
rvScStHkglc /bled PmAs, both blacke and white Friers, both i Mcndt- 

c » and Rcd«uar£ (til may vfurpe this goodly ^in word 1^^) and to 
be ftioi t ,all fuch as arc but muftiroms and baggage in refpefl of «Abbo«. 

j j u t before I come to decipher and lay out their loofc life and duTolutc dc- 

muuiour in orient colou^and inftance the lame by particular examples I cannot 

omit that which is notoriouflv knowne at this day (which withftan^ng may 
haply leemc incredible to poftcritic) ho w that not long fmcc ^cwaghucft^u. 

mcn« which they could alleadgc toproue * ™ n t0 , b V^^^ 
Church (and therefore worthy to fry a fa**) were thefetThat h< : was no whore- 
monger, no drunkard, no fwearer , nor blafphcmcr, and that he ^« d S< ™ 

Scripturcs.In lb much thata certaine Fryer ocingaccufed to the B^opbsDio- 
cefaii to be a L»t her an s was acquitted by him as cleare of the crime obiefl^bc- 
caufc he wanted none of the forefaid qualities. Whereupon an Epigram me w» 
madc,which for the good grace it hath, defcrueth here tobe inferred , cfpcoaUy 
confidcrin g that (to my knowledge J it neucr came to light before. 

Effe Luther an urn rumor te Gauricc*/<wMl: 

Sedtum Antiftes te tamen effe negat. 
Tamfcortarts (ait) quampvel Epifcopns effes, 
Et pot 06 dubiam peruigil vfque diem. 

f Mec memor es Chrtftijniftcum mare libtbit. 

Necfcii Serif turtvelbrcnc lota pier*: 

Nemfe per hac fucuit mnquam fallentiaftgns 
lilt vigil fanas mfcerepaslor ones. 
That is ( if I hit it right) 

Rumor reports thee for a Lutheran, 
Thyghofily father count i theenoptch mam 
For whores thou h ami ft (faith he)with luttii (haft, 
As if thou wor'fl a myter by thy place. 

Thou reueljlfi (befide thai wanton play) 
That euermore thou drink' ft the m\ht to day, 
OfChrift(faue when thou fwearft)thou thinkft no whit, 
Nor know (I one letter of the holy writ, 

thefe fire fignes (that neuer fiule their mafler) 



ther 



Are aU/oundjheepe knmne of their carefull paflor. 

hcare the defcripuon of the vcrtuous qualities ofFricrs , made by ano- 



■ m 

Pour nombrer let vert us cT un Mom, 

ll faut qu'ilfiit ord & gourmand, 

rareJpBXfailtard,malidoine, 
Foljourd,yurongne 1 & peu fattant: 
fguilfe creue a table eu beuuant, 
Et en mangeant comme vn pourctAtt 
Pourueu qu'il (ache vn Peu de chant, 
C eft officii eft bon & beau. 

That is, 

If that I muft in order tell, 
What vertues long to Mtnkijheellr 
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He is not ft for Cell or Couen, 

Thais not a glutton and a flouen: 

Sluggijh Jecherout, for nought ft> 
\A 'drunken dolt deuoydoj wit. 
He muft tate attach repalt, 

FntiU his bellj welnioh brail, 
ffe muftgutxcll in the wine, . 

Till he be drunken at a fwinc. 

n^And if be can but chant it well, 
This man is fit for £u}re or Cell, 

To which tcftimonies thefe prouerbiall fay ings agree very wcll,u** fat at a Frier , 
i^sftoUckeaidFrier,&c.hndthdGVCt[Qsymmc'M mind of a poeme which wi! 

eafe me of fome labour in gathering the fwcet doings and demeanour of thefe dif 

pling Friers (though they nauc not the like mcanesthat PreJats banc:) which not- 
withstanding I would not haue vouchfafed once tohaue alleadged, but that it 
hath as goooa grace^nd runnes as roundly as a man would wifii. 

i UHes freres, te vous price, de future 

Jguelque honneftefacon de vsure . i . • . 

Enftmpleffe&fibriete % 

Et laiffervoftreebriete, 

Eguiflon de toute malice. 

Monfteur nous faifins It feruit 

a Voire, mait vittans fobrement, 

Vous feruiritx, Dieu purement •: 
Et puis chatm auroit enuit 

De future voflre bonne vie. 
Mieux vaut future vcrtn que via 

Monfteur nous faifins le feruu 
I UMats c'efl chofe a Dieu deteftable, 

D'etre of sis trots h cures a table 
A yurongner (jrgourmander. 
Voulez,- vous potnt vous amenJer. 
Depeur que Dieu ne volts punijfc 

Monfteur nous faifins le feruic 

4 (Mais ay ant beu vingtfois dt autant 

*Htfl de vous neft iamais content t 

Sent ant vuiderfin gobelft , 
Car il demande a fin valet 
<$u incontinent file remplijfe, 
Monfteur nous faifins le feruit 

5 tjMais vot deuis & vos propos 

Sont tous de put dins & depots, 
Aufsi pleins de lafciuete 
f$ut vous ejles a oiji, 
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tftours fengex, a malice* 
Monfteur nous faifins le ft 
s penfezrvousfcruita Diet 
hemans fin Nom en tout 
• penfans pour pe nitencc, 
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tors qua croijlre vofire pitdnce, 

Ouorochctcrvn benefice? 

Men fit ur notufaifm'Ufiruict. 

7 CMait fenfez^ous qui bit affix, 

Ve frier pour Us /refiajfea 
gut ont fait du bien au conuent % 
SivousncfriccDieufiuuent. 

gucfagrace vent foit prof iccf 
Monfieur nous faifins Uftrnict. 

S Uiidis quel feruice appeUz-veus 

p'asnfi murmure? contrt nous, 

Tout confondre en fit tux defirdre, 
Et defpiter Dteu,nous & ? ordre y 



Si vofire fitatice Afpetifjef 

Monfieur nous fAifins Ufin 

Mdh dequoi feraent tout vat chants, 

gtwtdvous efies trom fours mefch 

gut n'auex, vertu ne ft 



gui rtgr Alter U confciencc 
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_ , quefque ftmmtktte nice. , 

Monfieur nous fufim kft 
Mass que Cert attUr au mu fm > 

EtPjalmodu 



ii 
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Upfi 

Et rechanteren cent f quits 
Verfets^Antitnnesficem, 

Ayns It cceur a Ia fiuciffit 

Monfieur nous faifins U finite. 

Ait quoifvoHre deuotion 
N'ejl rien que fimulatten y 

Jit vofire chdnt melodieux 
JVV/ a Dieu finon odieux, 
Jim At) t pur cceur qui U benife. 

Monfieur nmsfdifens U feruice. 

Jais cefi feu deferuir dt beuche, 
Si U feruice au cam netouche. 
Kjlueir rejprit a la cuiftne 
tn chdnt Ant au temfk matine, 
Jie fert qu* auxpoumons £ exercice. 

Monfieur nous faifins It ferttici\ 

13 MaispourU feruice diuin 

yomfaitti feruice devin, 
Enfredonnant vos doux. Accords. 
Mass que nourrifsiex, vofir 
PtuveuschautqutVamtf 

Monfieur nous faifins Ufi 

14 Mah vom efies ft defreiglez^ 

Et cn vow maux SAnt aueugUz-. 

gtfilriyahommcfifiuant 

PArfes rdifins vowfmfuiudnt 
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gut de rien mender vow p*Me t 
Monfieur nous faifins U feruice. 

15 {Mats vom nt donnepidpustriin. 

Etnt vom chdnt qudndntcontlicn % 

Tltqutytquoiji en queUe forte ' 

On vow donnt ejr on vom tpporte, 

Mais que Uconuent Mruhsftjik 
Monfieur nomfiufinsk ftruice* 

16 CUtis vom u due z> n ifiin ni cure 

De bre la Quncle tfcrilme^ 
Vttcttuiitr n 't entendre, 

Ve U retenirdr Papprendre ' 

yjlu fit & ignorant timet* 

Monfieur nom faifins U feruice, 

17 Pourreffonfi an Soufrieurfasre> 

Lcctrwntdjtquitn'jafrcre 
gut n as comfliffe & ne con feme 

Kj4 C exhort as ton frtCtntt^ 
E$ de fan cerur n'j oMjfii 

Monfieur nom faifins Uftmici. 
it OKais quand it di,Frtrt Simon, 

Pour que f u'dJUtwow au fermon? 

F ret e C ringoire drfiere GilU 

gue ne frefchewojut BuAJfgi Uf 

Chaeun dstyhfai 
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Or nefauroit-on tdnt rv ^ r . 

Tant extorter jantreprocber 

Leurmauuait trdinjour Usconfondr 
gut neUs eye* tmrejpendre, 
gueique chofe que dire fmffi^ 

Monfieur nous faifins Uferuiee* 



That is 
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1 To you ftr Frier t this jute I mah, 

That fomegood courfe of UfeyeUke^ 

In ftngU heart and fiberneffe^ 
And Udue your doyly Jrunkeunejfe 9 
Which of Ml doth fiirre the fire 
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pleafiyou (Sir) we feme the ^r< 

Te do: but if you fiber line, 

To Cod ye Jhali right wor fit f glut % 

And in the peofU breed* firifi> 
• TotreAdinfiefsoho^^UiJh., 

VtrtuetlmmehaehhUeimrei 

AtipUAfeyou'sb)wferuetHgBt 
BntvntoGodihdeUilabliy 

To fit full three toures at the iatU; . 

In drunkenntffe and belief cheare* 

Why do ye net amend thisgtmf 
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le(lGodioupuniJf)inhieirc? 

An'tpleafciou {Sir) we firm the 8gtt< 

Bui when yhaucdrunkecarowfis twentie, 

' If once ye find pur mams emptie y 



5 



?{pt one of you doth reft 

But cals for f refit replcnijhment 
ynto his nou'tce or appft-fquire. 

Ant pleafcyou (Sir) we firm the £uii 
But what's all your difcourfe and talke? 

ofqueanet,and bow the pots may walke. 
AsfuUoflufi and want onnefic, 
As you your [clues ofidUnejfe. 
Te mule of til tn towne and Jit/re, 

Ant fleafi you (Sir) weferue the 

6 But thinkeyoufod ye ferue aright, 

His name blafpheming day and night? 



thinking of contrition 
hut bow t'encreafi your penfi> 



Or fome fat benefice t* acquire 
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pleafiyott (Sir) we fir tie the St£ 




7 But think you t'is enough 

To pray forfuch as are deccafi, 

And to your Coutnt fomething gauc? 

While you ne pray that GodytfaUi 
And with his grace your hearts I 
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pleafc you (Sir) we ft 
it what a firuice call you this? 
I f of y pur commons ought ye trip, 
fright ofGod,vs t and our callings 
To make fnch murmuring and fuch brawl 
Enough to fit the world ] on fire. 

Ant Pleafcyou (Sir) we feme the gui> 
ut wherefore ferue Hour fingsfopaue, 
When each yon playes the co fining knauci 



Andbathnovertttenorfi 



tfc 



Which are full nice in their attire. 
Ant pleafcyou (Sir) we feme the $ut 
vhat auai/etb't to go to JCirke, 
To fing the booke cfDauids werke : 
To defiant in an hundred firts 

Tour Lefons,Anthemes,and Retort si 
When pudding is your chief defirt< 



ii 



But thisy 



cyou (Sir) we feme th*$u 



deepe diftmulation. 

And tbefi your fonts melodious , 
An vnto God but odious ; 

Wh* doth the fra/fi of th heart require 
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But Utm^iUitofjngwtthvoyeet 

ltisbutextrciCcoflms: " ; 
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To fir dine jour ft Jus and wag yiuWungs, 

7 he whiU your mimfutkif dm fire* 

A n't plea ft you (Sir) we feme the gujre. 

i$ But you in JteaJ ofwotkidifswc> ,. , j ^ 

Bejl firuice offer vntt wine: " \ 

ThiirAyesjmbMwfiJfrietan-jfttfa » /' \ mU'v > - 



i Uuodi i 



V*' 

• a* * • 



Andjo, you pamper may the 
Ton care not for the Jotfle air. r/ , m 

AfhWeyw (sir) we fir net 



lAJutyMatefi inordinate, 
,'\ SohoodwincHd in your fink ofi 




\ 



That not the wifeH mars am, \. \V ' 

T amend the life of Monke or 



pleafcyou (Sir) we feme thcQjmu 



^fVRjv jnrow ^u#r j> or* f"» *HiJf Kill' 
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^phy y (fith*typuhm . • : vm.-. f) . Ii r;I 

^heihingymgreedygi^mhcr^iy iV % , ; - : ., .i v ,f,-, . 
What cm foufoj enrich tkePriourfr , . / • 

Ant pleafcyou (Sj*} wefiruetbejifejrl 



1^. But neuer comes it in your, hff 

Thefitcredfirspturesoncfitoreade 

**fi 
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th'tnke thereon ,or teach the fame ■ 
Townmces for thanks or hire »• 
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(Strf^firuetke^t 



17 . JT«r owl* SubpriiUT) 

The Couent faith there's 

■ But welt accepts and doth fulfil 




ObedmtM 
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uind'aUfay (Sir) we (cruet fo guh 
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18 ^/ whe»lfay tohdm t o*lifa 



Whymifiyou firmomMt/er Stout 

Sir Giles, 4M 

Whi preach you not the 

Ant pleafi y 

iMmfautieihihijMfrv : , vv ;;w 
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19 i^ndttotfoy^ \ -vj>1 rvV ; ^ v; 



wean the voice of mnfifinn** :!,,•;•-,, : .^sw; ..- ; .blw: 

ButWsnanfwWWlptoi • k>^oo/h r(: rcm 2 bc! rsr v ivr^ 



pleafcyou (Sir) wefirtotbe £ulre 
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But feeing I banc honored the Laitie fo farre as to rcgifter their lines and anions 
tluisauthenticallyCasitwerc)in^coiirtrolcs,from point to point, I care me 
I (hould be holdcn an enemy to our holy mother the Church, fome linking Ln. 

theran or oddc Hngucnotcjk I fliould not make as honorable mention or Jicr obc- 

dient children the Catholikc Clcargy. 




CHAP. XXL 

0 ft be lechery and whore dome of the Popifl) dearie. 

Irft therefore to begin with whoredomc : let vs fee to what height 

it is grovvnefince Mcnotsximc.Eitftiafeduna (faith hcJ0U2.cdU).) 

nut fun per annum inclufa cumfaccrdote cum poto & cochlear i (21 bed 
and boord)/W/V vent adconfefiontmivisdicercquod cm debet tread 
urn CanonicojJel eti alio facet dote ,& fic per fetter art mo tempore vtufuat 

M orcoucr he faith that the firft prey that fouldiers fought for whe they cntrcd any 

tow.ic,was Pricfts lcmans(or concubines.) But if I durft be fo bold,I wold take 
of the infamous tribute which was wont to be exaftcd of Pncfh,to the end they 
mHit be difticnccd wi th for kc^ 

name. And fuch as defire to know the or iginall of fuch fvvcet doings, may here fee 
it In the firft Counccl of 7V^(which was holde(as the (lory faith)m the rajgne 
of the Emperors ^ircadm^ Honmm)io the end it might appearc what ho\j 
fpirit was then prefident in Councels among a nubcv of Prelates there aftcmbled* 

this canon was agreed vpon for thekcepingof Conmhmcs.Cstcmmifqutnon ha. 

bet v sortmA pro vxore concubinam habet, a commumone non repcltatur ; Tamen <vt 

vnius mulieris,attt vxoris,aut concubine (vt ei placuerit) fit conimftone contentus. 
And about two hundred yearcs after, lftdore(u Gratian quotcth him in his great 
duntthillofdccrcM/^ 

loco vxor.tUtconmx deefieoncubinam. Whereupon Priefts inferred , that fecin 




fuch liberty was granted to common Chriftians by vertuc of this text 3 they vvhic 
made others Chriftians had a larger priuiledgc , and fo hauc vtterly racked ma- 
l ianas too ftri& arulc. Butas forkecping of concubines, they fo notonouOy a- 
bufed thcmfclucs and their neighbours mucsjUat Germany (m the raigne of the 
Emperour Maximilian) among ft many other gricuanccs againft the Church ot 

Rome (called 6>4/M W /^)exhibited two to this effed (concerning the forcfaid m- 

butc) ?ra«.7$Jnfupcretiamclcricosreli^ f tifdem annuo 

cenfn public} cum fuu concubinisjcllicibtts & alijs id genus meretrtctbm t'lcgitwe c$y 

hditarejiberof^ 

eorumokciaksnon folhm tolerant ftcerdotum comubinaUmJavModocertapetjolua- 

turpecunia fed &ftccrdotes continents y & qui abfijue concubints d<^twt .concttbma' 
tuscen(umperfohmccosunt>a(ferentesEptfcopiim 

re facerdotibus vt velccclibes permaneant <vcl concubine alant. But they not content 
with their concubines orwhores, hauc further byfubtiimeightsarHifedhonrft 
and chart matrons. For proofc whereof the Qucene of Nauarre rclatethavcry 
memorable and tragtcall hiftory,which I will here briefly fct downc. There was a 
Francifcan lodgingin thehoufeof a gentleman of P vigors (vthom the Frier ruled 



I 
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at his pleafure*and by reaibn that he was his confe% 9 wasvery inward with him) 
who beingpriuicand after a/ort author of thepurpofc which thegcnrleman had 
to he thatjtMghtwithhisw^Cdeliucre^but 3*wp^ before) played his part fo 
welUhathcsfame before the appomutffime in (lead of hcrhusbar^. Andhauing 
fatifhed bis lufowem &wa.Vi ynknowne^njp her ) be<?aufe,hcfpakcw)Ucyawoid::& 

oing prefentlyto the pot^willcd him to o#?n thcjgate,and t^Mpe him to his 

orle.makwg him ca/ily beleeue what he liftcd,by rea(o of rhegc^r credit he was 
in. Afterward came herhusband at the time appointed^ here flic(thinking it had 
bin he who was newly departed from her) could nqtrcfrainc, but vfcd ccrtaine 
ibecches vnto him 3 wherby he perceiued the knaiuHi part that had binplayd him. 
And becaufe there lodged none in that part of the hpufe but his wiues brother & 
the Francifcao, hefufpefled the Frier, andhycdhimftraighttoh^chamber,but 
found him not,which greatly increafed his fufpition. But hauing fpoken with ttjq 
poiter,he was fully perfwaded that it washe indeed, Whereupon he returned back 

to bring hi^ wife word how the matter ftood : which did fo exceedingly pcrplcxc 

ber,andi driuc her into fuch a defperatc& furious fit 4 tbat being there all alone (her 
husband hauingleft her topurfue the Fr<er;/he hanged her felfe: and as (he ftrugT 
led too and fro in the agony oi this cruell death , flieiilled her little babe s with a 

blow of her foor. Whobcing ready, to, giue vp theghqft, cried outfo loud, that it 
awaked a woman lying in the chamber, who hauing beheld this pitifull (pc&ac^ 
all amazed abd affrighted ranne to looke for her mimisbrother: who being come, 

aod Iceing his fiftcr in this lamentable eft ate, after many, outcries and deepe figiics 

askd her who it was that had committed that horrible factyhe anfwered flic knew 

not , but this (lie knew for certen,that none came into the chamber but her ma- 
tter. Whcrupon he pretently ran&ckcd cuerj corner ofthchoufc to find him out; 

and finding him not,was the rather perfwaded thafrho|fldppne but he had com- 
mitted thcmuither.Thcreupori he tookehorfe aud fip^urfued him, and watr 

ching him by the way ashe returned from following the Francifcan (whom he 
could nor ouertake) be no (boner Caw him but calling him daflard and villained 
drew vpon him. The othcr(hauing no leifure to enquire the caufe of fuch an af 

fault) was faine to (land vpon his guard . And thus they continued foining and 

fightinc,rill in the cnd,what with blccding,what with wearincne,they were con- 
ftrained to furceafc. Then the gentleman vndcrftanding of his brother in law,that' 

he was innocent and ignorant of the fad, and hearing what the Francifcan had[ 

done, and how that whilcft he was purfuing him,this other mifchiefe had happen 
ncd % he.6ricd him mercy.for wounding of him * and getting him on his horfe (as 

well as he could)broughr him tohishoufe, wherciie died thene»t morning,con.- 

fefling to his kinsfolks and acquaintance that himfelfc was the caufe of his owne 
death.Howbeit his brother in law was counfelled ibr (atisfying of the law, to fue 
for his pardon to.King itoww the firftj which hCiObtaincd.By which ftoiy we fee 
that the inordinate luft of a Monkc . was the death of three perfbns . But wc (liall 
hereafter hcare ofa mbre horrible fhclcomroitted by another of the fame coatcia 
Frier of the fame fry,, who with his owne hands coftimittt d rhrcft murthcr s to at. 
chieue his mifchieuouspurpofe , which was to haue his pleaiutelof a gentlewo- 
man of the houfewhere he lay :focrhe effecting whetcof,his purpofc was to cori- 

uey her to his coucrit. But I will ref^rue this narration'for the Chapter where I in- 
tend tofpeakcof murrhersand nianflaughtcrs.Meane while tb&.pne thing I tnufl 

needs fay by 1 the way^tharit wasaoVfital thine with thofe difpUng friers informer 
times toionuey gcnclewomen to their CIoi/tcrs,(tea ling them away cither in the 

Q,A Church 




by his 



.onduSvScghoftly fathers , apparelled and poulcfhornc asthcy were. 
S^Sn » fill into the hands of thefc fallc Fryers : I am not in fuch haft but 

£ In Si you what befell a butcher of Stmhurgh^mc few -yma before 

lls Zc expelled thence. How that hauingloft his wife, & thinking 

indcedtohim, butnot »^ Wf» ^ 

£X ™% # bed and boord 5 as tJftwr ^ cth ^" n S * * °; 

c l^iTc^ with a ghoftlyf ather , he was wont 

^JtfSlSSd fo wel refcmblc his wife,that had he not bin perfwaded flic were 
!? I^HJou^ allirc * ^^end it was weU 

knot 1 tate had g good caufe tlthinke fo:and that this nomce, 

toTsto ay one that wore the habit of a Franeifcan nouicc,was his wifemdeed. 

no nobe deteded till that the abufes of Popifli rcligio were difcoucred ,fo vvh ch 
TXm^ as the other Monks, together with all the Cannibals of the 
cS" were excelled the citie. Many other examples there are of the like fcates 

vpholders and fauourcrs of Saint Fmc* were wont to play. 

nvo F r who (becaufe they ncucr carry mony about them) would needs 
tto " od w l which they could not put in execution) was for that time reputed 

f X cc I But fuh thislood Princcfle hath done vs and fucceeding pofle- 
rit e lb ore,; a pica n re, as to take the paines to record ccrta ne ftorles as prc^nan 

I ctoft itieVihefc venerable Friers,and to pubhfh them m pnnt,I wil 

fficmoft ~«blcofalI rhereft,viz. ofzFrancifia* in a 
who t tl e m r^gc of his hofts daughter,caufcd mcatc to be fcrued in tohis cfan. 

Sgffi and his fellow Frier, making fcruplc to (It at table with he reft 
tteX yet made no confciencc after fupper to go to bed w ith thebnde m 
h i m Utic taking the fame paines with her in char itic sv hich he knew the bride- 
Z^MtSdkc. NotUhftandinglmaynotomitafinefeatcplavcdbya 
K Cwho mar ied his companion to an /^gentlewoman , and fceufr 
S handled the matter that he had fiuc hundred dueto for his paines, which 
h is IC ! d receiued for his wiues dowric: & brought it fo about that he peacc- 
ab y & , and receiued all kind entertainment at her and her mothers 
h nd wL was a'widow) which a new maried » 



I Sk Znctfcan (being shortly father to the widow)had brought her to fo good a 

ffiSSKE f-n/verily thought ^d^J^M 



m ch pofltbly flic could haue wifhed . And the ban r to : perfwade her(a 
Zueh &cd no great Rhctorick for this purpofe* onfidering the good q*. 
" had concerned of him,by reafon of the great tonon ft,e bare to his or. 
d XS this fpeech vnto her,(futing the requeft wh^c had made vnto him 
to find out a fi match for her daughttri) I am fully perfwaded (quoth hej that 
God ha?h fent his Angeil ^/vntomc(ashedidtorpM »^«*0"g 

totad fcr your daughterf For (Iaflutc you)lhaue met with the honcfteft 
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yong gentleman that is this day in Italy , who hath fomtimes fecne your daughter, 

& is lb far gone in lone, that as I was today at my prayers,God Cent him vnto me, 

to (hew me thegrcat defirc he hath thac this match may go forward . And there, 
tore knowing his hoiifc^kinsfolkes^nd honcft demeanour fo wcll,l promifed him 
I would breake the matter vnto you. Sec here the prciacc which this ghoftly fa- 
ther vfed to this filly widdo w. But to fet a faire gloflc vpon tlic matter, and to take 
away all fufpicion of double dealing,hc further added: True it is,therc is onefault 
which I find in bim,&itisbutone :Tbe thine is this $ going about torcfcuconc 

of his friends whom his cnemie would haue riainc,hc drew his (word thinking to 

haue parted the fray : butit fo fortuned that his friend fiuc the other, whereupon 
(though he had fttiken neuer a ftroake) he fled the Countrey becaufe he was pre- 
sent at the murthcr: and by the aduiccof his kinsfolkes hath withdrawnc himlclfc ' 
into this city in a fchollers attire, where he continues as a (hunger vnknowne. & is 
fo to rcmairte till fiich time as his friends (hall take order for his rcturnc,(which he 1 
hopeth they will do very fliortly . And therefore the mariagc muft fecraty be fo- 

lemnized • and you muft permit him to frequent publickc Ltclurcs in the day 



gnilic* 



and 



eueiy night to fupand lodge with you.Thc filly old widow fbundg 



fl»ou!d be 



probabilitie in all this tale,(fc>r as the, common faying is,It is an ca/ie matter to dc- C1 \\ et \ maH . 

cciue where there is no deceit) fo that vpon thefc conditions they were betrothed pmtfiin ra- 
the fame day 5 and at Mafic afiermidnightwere maried, and the mariagc being ^J, 1 * 0 

conlummatc,liucd together (for a timej with mutuallloue and liking one of aho* 
thenfo that her mother faid,me had great caufe to thank Go&RxftDomwusvobtf. 

cum vttered in the MaflTe by this fb honcft a young gentleman ('who was both a 

Franeifcan & a Maffe-prieft) began to marrc the market. For this new maried mt- 
ftris going with her mother to heareMafie in thecouent of the Framifcans (ac- 
cording to the great dcuotion which flic bare to Saint Francis, as hath bene faid) 

as this gentle Sir lohn turned himfclfe to fay Dominus vobifcum , flic poorc fbulc 
was ftricken with greater aftoniftiment then cuer bel-founder was,tclling her mo- 
ther that the Pi ieft which faid mafTe was her husband , at leaft one that much re- 
fembled him. Her mother making great fcrtiple once to imagine that fuch holy 



vould vfe fuch falfc dice,and thinking withal! that fuch a thought coul 



be entertained without a mortall finne, laboured to draw her daughter from that 
opinion.But Ifc,miffa tf/.ftrucke it dcad.For turning himfclfc the iccond time, he 



did not oncly conhrmc her in her opinion,but made her mother alfo 
mind: who norwirhftanding would not fully belccue it till the cucning, that fiic 
came and found him in bed with his wife 5 where (according to the plot which 
they had laidjflicheld his hands as though ithad bene in fportyvhileft her daugh- 
ter pulled off his night-cap.Vndcr which finding his fhaucn crowne,they needed 
not to make any further doubt whether he was a Pricft or no, but rather to dcuifc 

how they might be reucnged as wel of him as of the ghoftly fathc^whom the old 
gentlewoman fent for without delay, making as though (lie had fome great fecrct 

to impart vnto him . In the end (he deliuered them oucr into the Iudgcs hands, 
who (doubtlefie) would ncucr haue fuffcred them tohaucefcapedfofcotfrce as 

they did ,but that they were corrupt at the core : as the Queenc of ?{au*rrc faith in 
the end of this narration . But I heard afterwards in Ifaty t that they acquit rhem 

vpon fmall penance. For in times paft they made confciencc (as we know)to lay 

hands vpon thefc holy menj nay they were glad to rid their hands of them,and to 
turne them ouer to their gardians.to be di fin i fled in face , orothervvifc dealt with 
as they fhould thinke good. And fithence we are (peaking of wil here infert 

the 
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the hiftory of that lecher who played theknauc with oneBerwttrs wifc,an Italian 
MatqucfTe.This houfwifc(ncucr rclpctfing the noblehoufc whence flic was def- 
ccndcd)playcd the harlot with one of her Chapiaincs (though a very dandiprat, 

and exceedingly deformed.) But this companion cfcaped not Co fcotfree as his fcl- 

kwvcs.For being bewrayed by the barking of a doggc, he was taken and ftripped 
ftarkc nakcd,and had that part cut off wherewith he had offended. Which happe- 
ned in the time of Pope steaen the eight, about the yearcof our Lord 041. But to 

rcturnc to Francifians: I hauc not forgotten the hiftory of the gray Frier (calling 

himfclfc Saint Francis) w ho played his part foweli with a filly fuperftitious wo- 
man,that flic admitted him to her bed : but before he could bring his refolution 
to cxccution,thccurtaine was drawnc,and the play ended othcrwife then he ex- 

petfc J,and by thofe whom he ncucr Cufycttcd. For Saint Peter (as porter of Para- 

radife) and Saint Thomas(-as> one who would ncucr haue belccucd fuch a matter) 

came to fecke him cucn to his beds fide, and fent him packing after another man- 
ner then he came thither J lumc nor (1 fay) forgotten this ftory,bu t refcruc it to his 

proper place. 

a Now thefe gallants not content to play the knaucs in graine 3 and to exceed 

all the ruffians that cucr entrcd the Huleu of Pari* in obfeenitie of fpecches and 
filthy conucrfation,haucbin boId(and that in open pulpits) before the crucifixc 
and all the men and women Saints there prefent (keeping demure countenances 
in looking on and faying nothing) to vfc fuch modeft talkc as were enough to 
make ail the whores (at lea ft thccui tizans of P~ettice and itawr) to Mufli for.flwmc. 
Witneflc a Franctfcan of Tours , who preaching vpon Eaftcr tuefday in a village 
called S.<Jlfartin le 6*M,nigh the citie hlere in Touraine, and recommending him 
felfe and his fti tc vnto tbem/aid, Madamcs, I am bound togiucyou thankes for 
your liberality to our poore coucnt.But fliall 1 tell y ou < you haue not confidcted 
ofall 0111 ncccffitics. And then hevfcdfuchavillanousipeech,thatis,fbbe/ee- 

ming his cloiftcr (according to thcold faying, man u not to boh fir grapes of 

thorntSyOrfgsof thiUles) and fovnworthyall chaft carcs,that I will not ftaine my 
paper therewith . And if perhaps I forget my felfe fb much in other places as to 
blot paper with rfielikc,! fliall defirc the Reader not to take offence thercat,nor to 
gather thereupon that I take plcafurc in therecitall of fiich hideous and horrible 
villan ios • but to pprfwade himfclfc that the onely defirc I haue to decipher out vil- 
laincsby their villanics,and wicked men by their wickedneiTe(to the end that the 

knowledge of them may breed a bitter detcftation of fuch monftrous abominati- 

on)hath moucd me to imitate the Lacedemonians^) ho teaching their children fb- 
biictic and tcmpcranccfhcwcd them their flaues drunken,thar feeing their beaft- 
ly bchauiour,thcy might in their youth grow to a lothing and detcftation of their 

drunkennefTc . Notwithstanding if there be any curious head.defirou&to know 



fpcech was.whicli the Monkc vttered , he fliall find it( with fi 
dry others) in the narrations of the Quccne of Tiauarre, whole meaning (in pub- 
liming thofe Ttyuuelles ) was to let pofterity vnderftand the notorious wickednc/Te 
of thefe f.ilic Friers,who were reputed not only honcft men,but cucn pety Saints. 
Now as the Satyr/ft Ca'uhfl cmo repente frit tarpiftmuiXoit is certen that theirlopfe 
liccncious life & diiTolurc demeanour hath dayly increafed & grownc by degrees. 

But wc haue fcenc it in the ruffc,efpecially fithence this rafcall rout is COmeJP this 

pafTe,to defirc(as one writcth)that they might be permitted in their con feffions 

to handle thofe parts & members of the body, which had bin inftruments in com- 
mitting the fi nnc w hich they confefTcd. And when a Bifhop told one of them(that 

had 
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had put vp this petition) what an abfurd and fhamefull thing it would be for men 

and women to Ihcvv their priuities: lie anfivcred, that if it were accounted no diC 
honefty for confetfbrs to contemplate at the fame in ftnrit with the eyes of the 

mind (which are far more pureand precious men' the eyes of the body) not onely 

the parts & members of the body which had committed fi]rhihefle,bur the filthy 
fa£t it felfe difclofed and layed open vnto them in holy thrift- -> mueh lefle ought it 
robe choughtadifhoneftorvnfeemly thing to behold and view them withthtfr 
bodily eyes.Further,healleadged that the confer refcmbling the fpirituall Phi- 
fition,ought to feele his patient as Well as the bodily Phifittonidoth his. And tliefti 
his Scogsin-like fcoffes he burnifhed with blafphemics , prophanely ahu&tg tfte 

wordsofour blefled Saulour 3 Go and/bcw thy fhfto the priefi: although thC'lcWeS 

had bin accuftomcd to ftrip off their clothes, and fliew t hemfejucs naked ro< the 

Pricft.But to returne to thefeiolly Preachers: what modeft fpeeches(think We)vfe 

they in piiuat 5 whc they vfe fuch obfecne fcurnlity in publik?Whcn I fay inptiuat % 

I meanc not onely their ownecloifter>,but the cloifters of their moft deare JouiUg 

and welbeloued fifters:for their maner was to build them neare together Where- 
upon a merry companion tookc occaGon to fay , Here is the bam^and there are'the 

threjhers. Which puts me in mind of that whicha ieaftcr once laid to king Henry 
the iiccond: for when it was debated which way they might beft furnifh <fte King 
withmony, he propounded two. Thefiiftwas, that if the King would let him 
wearc his crowne by courfe,he would fur nifli him with two millions bf gold.The 
/econdjthat he mould giuecommaundemenr that all Monks beds mould be|jbM> 
and the mony brought vnto him , Whereupon the King asking Him where the 
Monks fhould lie when their beds were fold? with the N unnes,quoth he. Wherc- 
upon the King replied; But thou confidercft nor, that thereare notbingfo many 
Nunnes as Monks. To which he had this anfwer at his fingcrS'en'ds^It is truc,if it 

pleafe your Highneflc(faid he) but eucry N un can wcl lodgehalfa dozen Monks 
at theleaft. 

■>/.'$ But how comes it to parte (may fomc fay ) that thefe pobre Francifians 1 are 
more commonly flouted and played vpon then the other fry of Friers? Vet ily it is 
not for want of examples as well of other Monks as of fimple fm/flfojjbut becau fc 
rhev bcarcthe world in hand that rhey haue afcended a note aboue Ela, and attai- 
ned a greater degree of holineffc then the reft of this rablc } tlicrfpre they are more 
narrowly looked into then r he reft. And when thebeftofthemali (whoboaft 
themfelucs to be moft holy) are not worrh a rufli , ir m uft needs follow* that the 
rcftarc bad enough.NeuerthclefTe/or his fatisfadHon whomight haply make fuch 
an obieclion,I will alleadge fome rare examples of fimple Sir tihttsjhai is,of fuch 

as are not Monks , but fingle foled Pricfts . Firft then we are not to. wonder that 

thefe gallants (efpccially Curars and Vicars J fhould go into euery marishoufe and 

take toll of their wiues, feeing all men almoftfatleaftthegrcaVeftparr^kcpr open 
houfe for them, and put them in truft with their wi ucs, tnaking account that they 
had to deale with rhcir fbulcs onc!y,and nor with their bodies. In fuch tort that a 
fimple fot findin^aSir John at worke with his wifc,durft hardly belceuc(forfcare 
of committing a mortalffinne)that he came thither forany bad intent.* Vvtiith 
women knowing wcl cnouglwcre not to fcekc forari excufc when they chanced 

to be found arvna wares with their good Curate: as we haue formerly alleadged 
examples of their craft and fubtilty in playing felfe with thciriiusbands^hcrr and 
as often as they were taken napping in the faci with one or other of their kind ac- 
quaintance. But Icrvsfcewhat fubtill fleights Pricfts and Monkcs hadiotheii 

bud- 
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budgcts 5 to mOc their wicked purpofes , when they met with any (Made or rub 

in theirway.it is reported of two or three good fcllowcs(onc of which was a kind 
Curate in aburrough-towncfuuatein themountainesbetwecne Dtubhivemd 
Sauoy) who counfelJed the good wiucs of their parifli to faine themfclucs to be 
poflefled , that when their husbands went on pilgrimage for the difpoMineof 
them , they might commit them to their cuftody til! their returne , that So they 
might not b: niggards of their ftolcs,nor their other inftrumcnts which might do 
their wiucs i ood.Wercade alfo of fundry others through whofe counfcll women 
haueftined diemfeJucs/ickc ofoncdifcafc orothcr, w hereunto their fexc is \fii- 
ally fubicc^hai: vndcr colour of applying to them their relikes,they might apply 
vnto them fonv: other thing. Asa Minorite Frier in Sicily krucd the yong wife of 
an old Phifition ,namcd A^thaX-ox flic hauing in her confeflion layd open to this 
Monkc lomc part of her mind , as namely that flic bare no great affection to her 
husband : and hauing eiucn fuflicient intimation Cat leaft to one of fo quickc 
a conccit,as without caSing of her water could foonc peraiue where flic was oai- 
ned J tha t (lie longed for change of pafture, was perfvvaded by him (before he had 
abfolucd her) that the next day when her husband was cone to vifit his patients, 
flic fliould faine her felfe ficke of the mother (as indeed flic was fomcwhat fubiec* 

vnto it)and that flicfliould call for the helpe of my Lord S $ttn*rdint\ which flic 
did.VVhcreuponthcy intrcatcd this Minorite to biing the miraculous relikes 

oi S.Bcrfl4rtlwe,and apply them to this poore patient. The Frier being glad that 
his plot flood in fo good terms/orcflowed not his bufinefle,but coming ftraieht 
to her beds fidcyind finding more witneflcs there then he defircd , told them that 
he mufl begin with holy flirift, which was enough to make them all voydc the 
roomc-,fo that there only remained his companion and the gcntlewomans maid. 
And then was it time both for miftris and maid to go about other matters then 

confeflion .Now as they were hard at workc,thc poorc Phifition came homc(not 

eiuing the pedlar ofrchkesfo much time astoputon his breeches, butonelyto 
leapc out of bed) and finding thefc two confeflbrs fo ncare his wife, beganneto 

fcratch his head, not daring to fpcakcall that he thought. But it ftrucke him to the 

heart (poorc foulc) when after their departure he found one of the Confeflbrs 
breeches vndcr the beds head, as he was tricking vp his wiucs pillow . Butasthe 
morall was well handled, fo the play wasfan c better afted.For his wife prcfently 
prcucntino him faid:Swecthusband,becaufc therclique of blcflcdJ. BcrMrdtnc 
hath rccoucrcd me, I defired the Confcflbr to leauc it with mcfcaringarclapfe. 
The Frier beingaduetti/cd by the maid of the ft arrine hole which hcrmiflris had 
found,(to the end that the Cataftrophe might be anlwcrablc to the Pi ologue)re- 
turncd to fetch his breeches with ringing and chiming of bels , with croflcs and 

holy water, accompanied with all the fry of their fraternity, and namely with the 
Priourofthchoufc: and hauing taken them out of afairelinnen cloth (inwhich 

the ficke foule had wrapped them) he cmfccl all the /landers by to kifle them, and 
firft of all the filly noddy her husband:and hauing layd them vp in a fhrinc,dcpar- 

ted thence with this precious and wonder-working lewcll. Others (as Pqgto)K- 

port that the breeches of S. Francis couercd the knaucry of the breeches which 
the Minorite Frier had left behind him.To the fame purpofc Boccace writctli of an 
Abbatcfle in Lombard] , who rifing in haft from a Pri eft (with whomfliehad 
layen that night) to takcone of her Nuns in bed with her Paramorrin fteadofher 
vailcs (which fome call the f falter) flie for hafle put on the Priefts breches on- her 
head • which the pooreNunncftraightpcrcciuing,asflie was torccciue her htnc 

3 dicite 
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if^^(b¥4hepoift».oftlii3bireerfhe*hung dow^i bttcithaf&fcy) Madame ({aid 

me)fir(feticyour drifednd thcn>I will-be conidntedito hcawwhatfocuer admo- 
nifidti^ufliallgiuelrnc : withthartheAbb«o(}cip<«e^dtv*iatit wasytHbxflie 
had iwamfidcratety^tocvpbn Her-hoadi and rJiea^pon thawed fhecopie of her 
couto whance^nd wasiiraght In another 'key. Ijrthis hjiftoYy there is one ! remarka- 

ble pbirir,. which tfihay not aaii j wherein alliagred whicJvrelare the fame (af- 

chdugh they vary fomcwhat in other circuiiiftaru;es)vizjhowthis iolly Minorite 
vndcr pretence of fliriuing her,tookc occafidntolic with Heri > This 1 fay :i$ theraJ 
therto be marked, beeaufe it confimietJithe faying of tlm^^oldPmotmto-i 

liuer MadlardtwUo complaineth that after t heft gafian 1 s hautr heard worriers con-1 

feffions,anc| learned who they betbat follow^heioccupation^hey wnflftehhemt 

Jgui audits s ctofefimesmulierum ; dtiridt currrijs>p*fl easi Howbmt we baUCYftore 

auncichrand authenticall teftimonies hereof. < For h^miVhvchtinc re|)Oticth 
that there was an Eremite at Padukcz\\Q&^nfimiitim^n tberaignd of Jtawgr the 
fcuenth,puke of thateity) who being held to be a'holy man,corr uptetjimany wo^ 
men (chofc e/pectally which were d? /trended of Inpble houfes ah|d alj wider co- 
lourof confeflion. And he addetb a very pleafancieaft j how tHat When this Erc-^ 
mite was detc&cd.he was brought before the puke,who Hauiiigexa^ninWJhim^ 

caufed'htsfeerctary to know of him the names ofiail the worne" which he ha^abu- 
fed.Whb after he had reckoned vp 1 a great number , fudi efpcclally as reforted to 

ihe Dukfes pallace , he%d, he had told all. fiuttJieSecretarieftill vrgli^Him to 
confefle hibre , and to concealeneuerabncj The poore Eremite fctchingia for- 

rowfullhgh^id,*^ then (sir) mitt dorvm i)§*V<mtu rrife. At which wovdi the 
Secretary was fpaftoniflied, that the pen fcllobtof bfcfingfersy «T^e Duke on the 
other fide was almoft refolued into laughter.Biirtb'omitthefi 1 examples idajtyex- 

perichecdoth fufficiently fliew^hatahricular CO hfe/fi on fcrued Ptkns and Mpnks 

in (lead of nets to catch women wit ha 11, For my part I rem wibci wcl,I once hiurd 

a Pricftat Fait vpbraided for lying with a woman in the Church , presently ^ after 

he had fliriuen her .1 hauealfo heard of a Curatenearc to V'unnt'ixi D.wpbw^who 

was taken (about t wclue y cares fmce) playing the knauc behind the high Altar 

on good Friday, with a woman whom tie had vrider faMdiditijvithwhom he had 
often nlayd the like pranke. For puniftimcnt of which offence-he was fentehced 

by theiBiflidp of the DiocelTe not to fing Maflo for a ccrtainc time. VVhich'puts 
me in mind of a gricuous puniftimcnt which an Italian Bifhop inflicled vpon a 

Prieft(ahout forty yearesago)for hiicruel'handHng of a poore tradefman,in bca- 
ring him moft barbaroufly beyond all meaneand meafure, viz.thiat he/hould nor 
feefdot in any Church for the fpacc of three monerhs . VVhich fentehec the rria- 
giftratd of the place pereeiuing to be oucrpartiallygiuen in the behalf of the Prieft, 
fo encouraged thepo'orc man vndcrhand, and beattned him fo on , that he was 
fullytcfblucd tobeTCuenged* Neither failed hi of hfopurpofet for meeting with 

hhSvcfsbn ina place where he was nor able totaake his part good, he beathim 
well and thriftily ,reftoring him his blowes with aduantagcFor whie^h fad being 

corriplaincdof to the magiftrate^hecommaundedhim that heifliould notfe^fbot 

in any taticrne for three moneths after. Which fentence of the* magift rate When 
it cameto the Bifliops ^^earc,he was much otfended;Howbeit ihe magiftratc (who 

knew well wha t he had done) was not mute nor vnprouided oftw anf wer^but re- 
plied in' this fort:Say,(I befcech ydtfihy Lord)doy ou not thinke it a greater pu- 

niflimentfor him which is wont neuer to He ouroof theTaueiinejtobeforbidaen' 
to go thither for the fpacc of three mbneths^ then fciv a>PricA to'be debarred 

R for 
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for three monctbs.ftom coming » Church, which be makes fo 
that he could be content for a final matter neuer tocomc thcrcal hisbfe jtogtllw 
ftorv I was the more trilling to record, becaufe it doth fo wcllexcmphfic thelignt 
penance which the other Bifliopcnioyned the wicked whomfoiiwii* 
dent to play die fornicating Frier (I fay not in the Church,but)haj-d by the high 
Altar-notvpon Shroue-tuefday^iutvpon goodFryday^ldenfryday^olytri' 
dav 'when all men are weeping full fore and bitterly tor the poorc god which is 
kept in nrifonwvhcrcin fo much as to laugh,is accounted a venial finne: and which 
is more.in rhefight of all the he and Hie Saints in the Church, who turning their 
faces afidc for fliamc,could notwithstanding fee them as .well behind as before: 
To be fliort,who committed fuch a crimc,for which he deferued (to f *akc accor. 
dina to their cannons) to die hue hundred dcaths>if it were pofllble . And not- 

withftanding this fo light and (light a puni{hment,the Legate of Aulmon thought 

it fo great and fo grieuous,rhat he rclcafcd him thereof. So that M.Curatc played 
the knauc againc with the fame woman, and in the fame place more freely then c- 

uer before .in fpight of all that fpake againft it 5 neither did he furceafe from finging 

his ordinary Maflcs,which were found as fauory and toothfomc,yca as cafie to be 
diacfted by thofe which greedily feed vpo fuch froth ,as the Maffcs of the maiden- 
Iieft Pneft of them all. Now who fo lift to make diligent inquiry into all thekna- 
uerics committed by thefe Church-men, (hallfnd them almoft infinite 4 But their 
nuniflimcnts fo exceeding rarc,and (for themoft parted flight and flendcr,tbat it 
was in a maner, nothingbut mccrc mockciy .Whereof to omit other teltimonies, 

we haue a notable present in the Francifeans of Orleans^ after that horribleand 

execrable jmpofture of thcirs,which washncc notorioufly known to al the world. 

4 Bin lcauing this difcourfc, let vs rcturnc tothc whoredomcs of thefc bon 

cmiMWW'Mt to the end it may appcare that they thought fcorne to beinferior 
to their Prelates in that occupation , let vshearc an inccft in the higheft degree, 

t omitted by a Pricft,as it is authentically recorded in the late Quecnc of T(auarres 

narrations yet more briefly then it is there fetdownc. In a village neare Coigaac, 
called c/J//w,a maid (that is,one that was a maid by her owne alTertton and in 
common opinion) fifter to the Curate of the parifl), was found to be witbchild. 
And becaule flic led a veiy holy life (in outward appearance) flic made thecom- 

mon people "canty bclccuc that (lie was great with child by the holy Ghoft , and 
mat flic was another virgin Miry. This rumor blazed abroad,came to ihc earesot 
Chirks Earle of AngonUfme (father to King Francis the firft) who fent certainc of 
his (truants thither to make diligent inquiry thereof, becaufe he doubted all went 

not wcll,but that there wasfomcfalfe packing amongft them. In whofeprefence 
the wench (being about 1 3.ycares of age) hauing bin before adiured by the Cu- 
rate(her brother) vpon her faluation to reueale the truth,and then the fecondtime 

fwornc, anfwered, 1 take the body of our lord here prefent vpon my faluathn ,befort 
p* my ma(iers,andyou my brother t tbat neuer man touched me more then yon And ha* 
uim» fo faid,flie recciued the confccratcd hoft.They hearing her take this folemnc 
oatl) rammed back againe and informed the Earle how the cafe ftoodt who hca- 
ringiheir report,thought vpon that which they neuer dreamed of,viz. that it was 
not without caufe that flievfed that forme and manner of oath , that neuer man 

touched her more then her brother , and tooke it for certainc that it would be found 
that her brother had gotten he? with child. Whereupon he fent them back again, 

commaundino them toimprifon the Curate : which they had no {boner clones 

but heconfefled the raft. So that both of ihcm were burned certaine dayesafter 
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AV was dc/iuered. VVercade alfb of one r^w^ Al bot of ^/^o/i,who(not 
contented to kcepe three paramours) had i wo children by hisownt fifter. 

5 But toeaie my felfof furthei labor,in collecting out of fundry authors that 
wh ich might feruc my purpofc;I will for this prefent content my bit with a fliorc 

treadle in Trench ( wherein this ftory is fct downe)takcn out of an Englifli booke, 
containing an inucntory(or catalogue; of the villanies difcouercd in the vifitati6 
of Monaftcries,Couents,CollegiateChurches,and other religious houfes in Jin- 
gland joy the comandement of king Henry theeight: where(to let paffe their other 
knaueries) the whorcdoms,adulteries, incefts and fbdomics of Pi lefts and Monks 
ot thofe houfes are fet forthwith their names and firnamcs,as it here followeth.In 
the Monaficry of Belie or Battclin theDioces of Cbicbciftfjhdc Sodomites were 

found at the firft vifitation,/*/j» Abbot, Richard Salcburftjrbomji Cuthbtr^Wilham 

March , lohn Utfling, Gregory Champion , Clement Weft f eld ^ John Crojje , Tbomts 

Crambrookej hom<u Bayltjobnfiamjicldjohn iheromfilement Griggc, Richard To- 
uey,wc\lob»AuJline. Other Sodomites in the Church of canterbury among the 

Monkes of Saint Bene/ are thefc, Richard Godmcr{ban % William Litchfeld^Chr go- 
pher lames >lobn Goldingflon, Nicholas Clement JVilliamCawJlon John Ambroft ; ,7 ho- 
mos F 4/%,and Thomas Morton. O thcr Sodomites in the Cathedrall Church of 

Cbicbejler, John Champion and Roger Barham. Item,in the Monaftcry of $aint An- 
gtijlme^ Thom.M Ba> ham fodomite.Thc catalogue of whoremafteri and adulterers 

is too long , and therefore I will fpeake oncly of their ftoutcft champions, that is, 
of thofe who kept many whores: lome of which,likc towne-buls; Dot contenting 
themfelues with around halfedozcn,had nine, others eleucn, (in remembrance 

of the eleuen thoufand virgins)others thirtecne, and fome twenty. 1 .Butbccaule I 
will not depriuc them or the honour giucn to their fellowes^ tliefc arc their 

names. In the Church of Canterbury among the Monkes of S>Bfoet y Cbrijlofbcr 

lamys played the whoremonger onely with three maricd Women, Wtlliam Abbot 

of Brtfiow had but foure whores , w hereof one was maried, InWihdforCaftlc 

l^uholas W^^»prieft,hadbutfoure. In the fame place George Whitethorne had 
ftuCyNichoUs Sfotcr fiue, Robert Httnne RuCyRobert Danyfon Cixc % Richard 'Priotir of 
LMaydenfoadley fiuc. In the Monaftcry of Shulbred in the t)ioccffeof chicbcpr y 
George Walden Priour had (cucn,/<?^» standney fcum^choLis-DHbe fiuc . In the 

Monaftery of Bathe^Richard Lincimbc had fcucn, whereof three were maricd :hc 

was a Sodomite bcfides.ln the Cathedrall Church of ChichtfterJohn /////had but 
thirtccne.This is much (may fome lay:) but what is it to lohn Whiti^ Priour of 
Bern/ond/cy, who had Twenty? Iris commonly thought that mere tycreaboue 

4oo.Couents of fundry forts of Monkes and Nunnes in Borland (befides ihofe 

that belonged to the begging Fi icrs,\yhich were nigh two hu'h^rcd.)N[ow let the 

RcjHler calculatc.how many baftards there were then in Fnglikll^mcanc Monks 

baftards begotte of ftrumpcts? And if there had bin a vifitation of "^ligious hou. 
fes throughout F ranee y Italy and Spa/neat the fame fimc,Ict the Readeriucfge what 

fwect doings would haue bin found. At the fame time 1 lay, becaufe .their, dealing 
in thedarke was not then fo plainly difcouered and layd open,as it hath bin of late 
time : and therefore they had farrc better mcanes to defray fuch charges, and to 
blearc the eyes of the world,thcn eucr they had flncc . Hitherto I haue faid no- 
thing of Germany :for albeit it be of greater extent then any of the former, yet it is 

thought to haue bin mote barren of fuch baftard flips (I meane thefc Friers biats) 
and lefle peftcred with fuch vcrmine. Howbeir we need not doubt but that they 

alfo 4wu»f olio wed the game as well as their fellowes. At Icaft this we rcade in the 

H 2 ar- 
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arraigncmcnt of the lacobins of Berne , that they were found ^ d ^ n ^ nd / nak ^ 



merry in rhcCoucntamong fine damcs,not in the habit of Monl^but of gentle- 



men. 



6 X urthcr,tlicrc go fundry otlier reports of Francifcans and Ucobins, who 
haucbin taken leading their ftrumpets about with them attired like nouices.And 
verily it was a politick courfc of thcirs.to permit their difpling Friers to Icade nom- 
ces about in this fort : for vnder that pretext they had.alwaycs a Gammcdc or a 
whore by their fide. Howbeit I pcrfwadc my Icltc that fincc aFranctfcans nouicc 
was deliucrcd of a child in a ferry boate,as they crofted ouer the nuer Garumna, (a 
ftaalmoft as ftrangc as thcdcliucry of Pope MiM)they haucbin a htle more wary 
in obferuing the old rutepi non caflejamen cauicjfnot chajlly jet chartly . 

7 Now it is notoflatcycarcs onely (in this agc,or in that wherein U- 
ucd)thatthcfcftonedPricftshaucmanifcftcd by their praflifes, how the poorc 
people wcreabufcd,in bcleeuing that there was as great difference between them 
and Seculars in regard offlcfhlyconcupifccncc, as bctwecne cocks a^P 0 ™ 5 * 
For in a booke written againft the Carmelites,zbom the yearc 1270. (called The fin 
dart) this (to omit other particulars) was layd to their charge.Thc pnnctpall caulc 

of all your gadding to and fro,in towne and country , is not to vifit the fatherleflc, 
butdamfelsjnotwidoweswhicharcingricfcandanguiflioffpirifjbiuyong wan- 
ton wenches and Beguines,Nunnes,and naughty packs . He that thus reproucd 
and admonilhcd them,bcing the gcncrall of their ordcr,who mice that time rcfig- 

ncdvphisplacc,andfoifookchiscowM^ 

who liued about the yearc n5<S.faith no lcfle-Thc begging Friers (faith hejlcade 



about the country with them, which way foeucr they go:grouding their 



pradifc vpon the place oiS. Paul, Hauc we not power to leak About afifter f a wtfeSce 
hcrc(ecntlcRcacfcr)\vhatthcfe filly foulcsfaid in thofedayes. But what would 
they hauc (aid (may we thinkc)if they had heard of fuch a fry of fornicating Fry- 
ers as hath bin mentioned? Moreoucr, to the end they might more finely flout 
both God and men, they haucmadenoboncs/tbatl mayaddeone thinemorc 

touching their Reentries whom they caried about with tbem)to forge and frame a 

religion, according to which their Monks and Nuns (after they had made fome 
proofe of their continency ) lay wallowing together like fwinc in the filth of their 
forn ication : in the meane time bearing the world in hand,that though they com- 
pared together in this fort, yet that they were no more tempted with carnal! con- 
cupifccncc then two logsot wood lying one by thcother. ^ 

8 And thus much of the pranks playd by thefc Fncr-dockers. Now in win- 
ding vp of this Chapter I will refolue this one qucftion, Why Monks and Fryers 

arc called Beaux-feres fhoUlj fathers. One confidering their doings in thedarke. 



and infilling vpon the word /wr/,that \s,fathcrs> made thefe verfes in imitation of 

aLatinDiftich: 

Or ca lacobinsfordeliers, 

KjlugHllmsfiaymesfardeUers^ 

D '01) vtent quon vous nomme Beaux- feres? 

deft qui t ombre du Crucifix, 

Souuent fatfom files ou file, 

En accointant des belies meres. 

That is, 

Te lacobins fiarmeUtesfiordeliers, 

Augufiinet^ndallyefornkAtingFritrs, 

How 
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IJm came ye by the ghoftly fathers names? 

¥ '0 "vudet 'the Cruet fxc.and high Aulttrs > 

We wont to get vs fonnes and daughters^ , ; 

In kind acquaint An 6e with ourghoftly dames. 
But toleaueieafting(for the author of thkHexajlich was merrily difpofed,albeit 

he /laundered them (as weknow)butwitha matter of truth:) I am of opinion 

that Beaux-feres is all one as if a man mould lay Beaux-vieillardsy Faire oldmen^ 

which I do the rather thinke , became k*a«I*«» or K«Ao fl '? « fa word of the vulgar 

Greek)fcemeth to be corrupted of K«A)*,that i$faire $ and ^»r,that is an old man 9 
which Epithctc argues that they haue alwayes Uued at their eafe. For wecallhim 
a faire old man, who maugrchis gray beard,is yctfrefli and flouriftiing,thc faire li- 
neaments of whofc face are not wrinkled with labour & care. And verily Monies, 

efpccially mendicants (thole at Venice aboue the red) are the faireft old men in all 
y/4^:though there they be onely called feres fathers ,and not Beaux-Peres. And it 

would (no doubt)be as goodly a fight to fee Monks in France, if they would let 

their beards grow as Italians do* Howbeit that which hath bin fpoken, is not that 

any man mould enuy them. 




CHAP. XXII. 

Of the gluttony and drunkenneffe of the Pofijh cleargse. 

T is an old faying a i#r« Upanfe, vtent la danfe, that is, After feafiing 
fpliewes dancing :and therforc it had bin more conuenient (as it may 
fccme) firft to hauc ipoken of gourmandizing and drunkenncne 
fas ringleaders to all wantonncs)according to my former difcourfc 

_____ grounded vpon fundry ancient prouerbs. Howbeit I hauc firft /po- 

ken of lechery, rclyingvpon the authority of iuuenal,vj\\o&\xh that whorcdome 
is of all other vices the mpft ancient,though it be fpoken more merrily then truly. 

Firft then to fpeakcofthequaliticof mcares before the quantitic, (that is, of lic- 

koriftmefie before gluttony ) we need to go no further then to Theohgicall wine 
and chapter bread . For when wc would exprefle in one word, the choifcft wine 
wcrceucn for a King,\ve muft hauc rccourfc to Theohgicall wine . Likcwife it the 
queftion be touching thefincftand daintieft bread,Iike vnto that which was in 

tne citie of Ercfajtox which CMercury thought his paincs well beftowed to come 

downc from heauen to make prouifion for the gods (if we may bclecuc the Poet 
ArcheflrAtur- ) when all is done we muft come to Chapter breads meane the right 

chafter bread , whence that which bakers fell at Parts hath borrowed the name but 

not theeoodnefle,faue in fomefmall mcafore.Wel then,this is a good beginnings 
for the feaft cannot be bad where there is good bread and good wine . Concer- 
ning meates , ccrtcn it is,that when we fay, Such a one fares like a Commiftoner fir 
jltjh andfifh, we ought rather to fay t Ffe fares like a Churchman,. For, for whom are 

great Pikes bought at fix French crownes a pcece, but forthc daintic mouth of 
our holy mother the ChurchfFor whom(thinke wc)dtdrippicrs firft trot vpand 
downc the country a but for our holy mother? Howbeit,thcy do not (I mu ft needs 
confclTc)eate filli and flefli both atoncmeale,(forPhifitionscounfcU them the 
conrraiy)but they commonly fit fo long anneate,till rhcy be fo crammed with 

flcfluhaithey arc ready to burft; much like to Z>^£-we»,who when they keepe 

' J ' R 3 their 
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their trand gtudumm t m*c confcicncc to drink a drop of win^Ui theyj>edf unit 

with bccrcNcucrthclcfTc therearcmany now adayes who kcepc their ftomat kes 
for filli till Lcnt.How lbcucr,it is not without cauie that wc vfually fay 7 heologual 
wine and abbots chearep wc may pcrceiuc by the defcription not of admner or 
fupner,but ondy of a brcakfaftynd thatnot ofan Abbot,bmofa Pnour, in thcie 

vci les • 

y n gros Prieurfon petit f Is baifoit, 

Et tmgnardoit au matin en fa couche: 
?*»eiu roilir fa per dm onfaifoit. 

Se lcue,cracbe,efoeutit,&fe mouche. 
U perdris virc.au (el de broque en bwchc 

La deuora:bien fauoit la fcience. 

Puisquandil eutprufurfa confeience 
Broc de <vin blanc t du mcillettr qu'on efli(e\ 
CMon Dieu (dit il) donne nm patience: 
gupn a de maux pour feruir faintte Eglifc? 

That is, 

i^i foggie Priour kill his pretty fen, 
And early danct him in hisdowney bed, 
tji ieane while hss mite makes dueprouijion, 

Of a plumpe Partridge for the purpofe fid. 

He rifctb,fpitr,andjneezetb, blowts his nofei 
The fmokmg Partridge downe his gullet goes, 

Hot prom the for. 

The;; can he lay on hn Urge confeience, 
Quarts ofbejl wine that eucr grape did make. 
O Cod (fiys he) but grant me patience \ . 

What toile we taken for the Churches fake? 

What (hall wc fay then to the dinners and fuppcrs of thofe Prelates that haue a do- 
zen crofier (hues and as many mytcrs attending on them,if a paltry Pnour hauca 

P irti idcctohisl>rcakfa{W But mark- how pitifully hecomplainethof the rhaid 
(eruicc he endurcth vndcr his holy mother the Churcb>Trueitis,that another of 

the lame coate made the like complaint,bccaufe they would needs haue himcatc 

partridges woodcocks,and fcafants without orenges. But you arc to know (Sir) 
that this was a my tcrcd Bifliop, whereas the other was but a poore Pnour. But to 
rctumc to our pi ovmX^TheotogicaU wine and Abbots cheere or prelati fare .Doubt- 
IcfTc, without them wc mould neuerhauevnderftood this excellent place in 

Horace. 

Hunc ell bibendumjium pede It ton 

Pulfand* te\lus\nuncfaliaribui 
Ornare pulmnar dcorum 

Tempos erat dapibus,fodilct. 

Nor yet this in the fame Poet: 

Kyibfumet btres Ca?cuba dignior, 

Seruata centum clauibtmety mero 
Tinget pauimentum fuperbo 
P ontif cum potior ecaenis. 

And that wc ftand in need of ihefc prouerbes to giuc vs the true meaning of theft 
verfes j hearc what the Gloffe faith vpon the latter place word for word, OKtr* dt» 
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citpotiore(ideftjntUort) catms vomifamM eft \qumquo Pontifctsin cotnisfuit qua 

femper pimptu*jifitma\ fuerant {vnde nmc Theologieum diennt vinum) vfi /?#»/. Thus 

wefcclww greatly commentors vpon Poets are beholding toDiuines and Pre- 
lates. Asfbr TbeologicaUuim^ lain notigooranr that it is greatly controuertcd 

whether it (hould be cabled VinumT heoljtgdtyWvmum T heologolit j>er appofittone: 
for the cdmmon report is^that when they haue dru nke decpc»they agree no better 
then cats and dogs. But I will lcauc the deciding hereof to the imlieiail Reader : for 
I am not very certen whether it be true thai they go to fifts when they are well tip- 

led,or not.Notwith Aanding I remember rhar when the Sorboniils kept their con- 
uenticle on a time with the bernar dines ,and that before they had ilrunkc (at leaft- 

wilcastheyprotefteyvandindecdit was very early in the morning) afterthcy had 
willed roe,my Atturneyand Pro&or toauoid thcroome, for that they were to 
confult what aniwer to make to a letter which my deccafcd father had obraincd 
of King Henry (wherein he bad enioyned them fomcthing which did not pleaic 

them very wel): wc faw them almoft ready to go together by the earcs,bcing wea- 
ried and hoarfcagainc with chiding and chafing. Which faclof thciis Idurftnot 
haue bin fo bold as to haue rclated^had I not had twouiflicient witneflcs thereof, 
much more offen ded therewith then my felfe , who before their comming had 
Com- inckling of their ciuilitie. And vaily if they bad plucked oneanotherby the 

beard s it (hould not haue bin the firft time * for they had done no more then the 

Bifhop of Caua & the Bifliop of Greguttto did once in a Counccl. Morcoucr, theft 
two proucrbs call another to miud,viz.ffo face of an Abbot, which being an aunci- 

cnt by-word, perrwadeth me that Abbots in old time had firy faces . Touching 

the Cardinall of the bottcls (or i?a^ons)he may well thinke that 1 did him great 
wrong if I {hould here forget h'ft$>howbcit I will not make a cuftomc of it , bc- 
caufe it would make me remember 4 thc iniury and disgrace which the Italians 
commonly offer vs,in calling vs toffi-pots. Now if thefe iolly Prelates fliall fay,that 

when they make good cheare,thcir table talke is nothing out good and konc ft* 

Oliuer CMaillard will tel them they lie in their throates, and that they talke of no* 

thtngbut 6f whoredome and lechery: for thefe arc Xx&vtptd&yVadatis admenfam 

Pr relator urn vol Dominorum magna turn , femper loquuMur de luxuria % vel aliqmbus 

detrahunt, &illt qui vilius loauttur, dicitur melior. 

2 But here wc arc to anlvvcr an obic&io which might haply be made againfl 

that which hath bin faid : for fome may lay that it is not vnlikc but that Cbfmons, 
Priours % Abbots, and other the Popes groITe gorbcllies (hould make good chearej 
and that they might well be accounted ftai k moles if they did not tfjus pleafantly 
parte away the time,fccing that all the trauail they take,and fuitc which they make 

for the obtaining of benefices and EccIciMicall promotions,is for no other end. 

As wcrcade of one who before he was Popcwas the moft crouching fubmiffc 

Cardinall that eucr was lodged in an oucn :for his manner was to catc vpon a net, 

as it were in way of dcuout humility ; but after he had obtained the Popcdomc 
he commaunded them to take away the netj fay ing,he had caught that which he 

firticd for.But as for fuch a lurry and rablc of poore farthing Friers, who haue nei- 
ther rent nor reucnue,nora footeof land toliue vpon , who arc therefore called 

pedlars of relikes 5 becaufethey liueonely vpon thcalmes of well difpofed pnfons 

and gran mercies : andthoft who are called Mendicants, that is,becging Fiyers, 
what probability is there they fliouldhaue wherewith to make good chearc? The 
^obieciion (me thinks.) is cafily anfweredvif we ; call to tanthd the common faying, 

• There if no life to the beggars tvhen they hauelayi aUiheircAntcliiogeiher. But how- 

^ 4 focucr 
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focucr the m y rtcry of that fecret ftad,i t is not without caufc that we fav J* » afiser, 
as who fhould lay, he is a good fellow and a bon companion, who mindeth nothing 
but merrily to paflc away the timc.Neither is it without caufc that wc 



fat <« a Jtonh, of which I haue already fpoken. Howb tt,wc vfe(I 

prouerbs,as when wc by +^4 s fat * * %,or Kji sfat d/ a 

cd fome correfpondcncc, analogic or hidden fy mpathy 



word A S in our 



indeed torn 



den fympathy between 



fwine and Friers , (taking Friers in purit naturaltbut) their good S. ^fntfony huh 
well declared, who being a fwinchcard in his life time, would needs at his death 
take vpon him the charge of a heard of Friers: (though they who runne vp and 
do wne the country, crying, Haue you any thing to beftow vpon iny Lord S.^ff- 
thonies fwinc,makc him a very fwinchcard indeed: and as his Legend faith he was 
in his day cs an Archimandrite or goucrnor of Monks:) witneflc the Epigramrac 

enfuing: 

DiceruAntoniporcospamJfefubulctss, 

V'tum : ddhuc Monachot famine caffiUAlit. 

• flupor ingenij cftjuentrifft abdomen vtrsffct 



S orde pari gaudent jngluuiea. part 

7{ee minus hoc brutum gensss efi } mutumvefrilU 

Nee minus infiptdum , nec minmillepidum, 

Cxtera conuen'tuntjednon Uuit error iff vno eft, 
Dc her at Monachss glans cibus ejfc tuh. 



Which one hath thus turned 



fedfi thou, Anthony,** heard offi 



. And novo an heard of(Monkes thou feedefi Hill $ 
For mt y andrut, Mike both charges bin: 
Both hue h filth alike : both like to fill 

Their greedy paunch alikcNor was that kind 

Mare bcaftlyjbttijltfwinijhjhen this loft. 

All elfe agreestone fault / onely find- 
Thoufcedctfnotthy<JHonkesmthokenmaft. k 

A nothcr Scot alio made a Lati n Epigram, wherein he makes Tome doubt whether 

the fwinchcard and gardian of Friers be the fame S. Anthony or not:but inthccnd 

hcrcfolucsthccafc 

CredtbiU tfl Circen mutaffc potentibus herlis. 

In Monachofyfues, w<j f fuet Monacbos* 

That is, 

Tis like that Circe by her (f els deuine, 

Hath turned frnne to Monkes t and Monkes to frsne. 

But to fearch no further for moe teft imonics,let vs content our fclu« With one of 
their ownccomprifed in theft goodly verlcs, 

Santtus Domsnsetss fit nobis femper amicus, 




Cm c animus noftro iugtter praconia roft 
De cordis vents ^ ft c cat is ant} /agent's. 
Ergo tuas laudesfi tu nos p anger e gaudes 
Tempore pafchalific nepotu puteali 



'9 



See here (gen 



Ic 



quod ft fhyVnduj 

er erunt fiatres qui non cur ant nip ventres* 



mc of rheirSanfa- 



iple-like fobrietie . For doubdefle it cannot be but that thefe verfes were made 



or 
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cltherbyaFricr fpeaking in fober fadnelfe without hypocrifie , or by one into 
whofe body fome Friers foule entred^caiifing him to ipeake fo Frier like. At leaft- 

wife this teftimonie agrecth with it excellent well : 

O UHonacbt) vellri fiomtchi funt amphora Bacchi: 

Vos cliU (Desssefi tefiis) tetemma peftrs. 

As for thofefilly foulcs the finglefoled pricfts which profefle not fo an (lerc 

and ftrift a life, being oncly Mafll-mongers by their occupation,thcy haue great 

reafon (qucltionlcne)to drinkeof none but of thebeft. And thei forc I hold a ccr* 

taineSir lohnfa gcntlcmanscliaplaine)excufed , who*' firing the Butltr to ciue 

him of the beft wine, but being ferued with the worft, tooke this caft of his office 
lb to heart (thinking it Co great a difparagement and fo hainous an indigrtitie) 




that when he percciued him on a time at Made , he grew into (bch a madmood 

that heloft his voice , he gentleman on the other fide being in great ha ft, and de- 
firing only a huntin™afle(becaufchis horfes ftood rcadie tor him at the Church 



gate) fellintoa pelting chafe by reafon of fo long a paufc , feeing Sir John pr 
tracked that which he defired might haucbin abridged. But in the end he was elad 
to fend his page to aske him what flie bad fo fodainly flung him. Sir/tf^aniwe- 



red that there was one in the company that was excommunicate, which hindrcd 



his proceeding:and hauing told the lacky (fent vnto him the fccond time to know 

the parry) that it was his butler , he gentleman was eafily perfwaded to fend him 

away : which done,he went on roundly withtffrMafTe . Whereupon the poorc 

Butler had his abfolution , yet vpon condition that he fliould not faile to giuc Sir 



Butler had his ablb!ution r m 

lohn of the fime wine that his matter and miftris drankc of, Now the leaions for 

which I fay they will be furc to drinkc of none but of thcbeft,arc thefe«Firft,be* 
caufc it preuents crudities, which might make them flaucr or fniuell whilcftthey 

arc dcepc in their deuotion . Secondly, for that deuotion is more ardent in a hot 



ftomackc then in acold. Thirdly,becaufc they are about to fing:for this they take 
from the Poets(catted in Greek *W«),which properly fignifieth chanters or fingers) 

and therein they follow their opinion, which hath bih fuch in allages^that a man 

can not fing worth a butron,cxcept he haue firi i drunk deepc and that of the beft. 
But fome may haply fay ,that by this meanes they arc in danger to be drunk. And 

what though they drink till they be drunk,fo thev dd it for a good intent? For if if 
be no hurt to fay ,hoc efl nafum metmjxi (lead of hoc ejl corptu meum % fo.it be done 



\fecnndi\ Andifitbenohurttocaftachildimoawell, foitbe 

done cum intent 'tone baptiza»d/ t as fome Gloflcsaffirmei what great matter is it if 
thev drink thcmfelucsdrunke cum intentione mifificandii And therefore they had 





ontobearc with a poorc Curate ncare to Fere mTarienois, whointendin 
pleafantly to fing his Ma(Tc,and to facrifice his breaden god the next morning,ha 

fo merrily fecrinccd to God Bacchus the euening before, that whereas he mould 

haue baptized a child,headminiftred extreame vn&ibn.In like manner he is to be 
cxcufed,who hauing taken his preparatiues ouer euening,when all men cry (as the 

nmmcx is)TheKingdrinketk chanting his Mane the next morning, /ellaflcep- 



m hlsmemento: and when he awoke, added with a loud voice, The King dtinketh. 
Howbeit the Prieft of S.CMtry in P4W,who falling afleepc in his memento , had 
his challice and plattin ftolnc by one which holpc him to fay Maffy and awaking 

9 _ t fe.atheefey was laughed at.as a fond foole, not 

without caufe: fo^ agreed with him,vvhofehelpe he defired in; 

mumbling ouer his MafTe. But it is to be noted.that he fell afleepe (as the reft did) 




through the great deuolrc he had to prepare himfclfe to fing well ^ 
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4 And fith I hauc proceeded thus farrc in (peaking of the MygMdemm of 
thefc Church-men : I willadd e one word more in the bchalfe of the/c poorc fiue- 
farthing facrificing Maflcmongingpricfts, not for any great goodwill I bear* 
thcm,but for pity and companion which I take vpon than, viz. that if they knew 
how to plead their owne cau(c,thcy might flicw that they haue great wrong done 

thcm,in that they arc cut fo (hort of their allowancc,and haue fuch fmall pittances, 

incomparifonofPriours.Abbots.and the reft of that rabble . For if the faaiRcc 
which they dayly offcr,bc like vnto that which the Prieft s(called Salij) inftituted 

by Tiurnn Pomptlitu celebrated, (as the author of the bookc intituled A bricfe col- 
legium of [acred figmsjAcr'ificcs <wd(acrAments$>oti\ learnedly & foundly proueth) 
what rcaTon is there that they who perforate the office of the iW^fliould not hauc 

Sal/arcs dapcsjkmt fliould Icaucthcm to thofe which pa forme the dutie butoncc 

in the yeatc? but I will leaue them to pleade their owne caufc. 




CHAP. XXIII. 

Of thefts and robber is committed by the PopiJJ) ckdrgie. 

T I flioulddiucdccpc into this argument.Ifhould but plunge my 

felfc into a bottomlcflegulfc.For if it haue bin an old and aumient 

(hying, 7 be Church fpoileth both qttickc and dead : and if the dcuiccs 
of pilling and polling hauc euer (ince increafed , what ftorc (may 
we thinkc) mult there needs be at this day i Now concerning great 
and notorious thecucs , who arc fo farrc from hiding theii heads, thatthcy glory 
and takca pride in robbing and fpoiling,andcxpofing their robberies to the view 
of the w orld,my purpofc is not to intrcat at this prefent , but onely of Prictts and 
Monks, who being as pooreas /r//*,notwithftanding fare like Luculliu* For if the 

MypttammCL Sobntiib fincc their time (as Herodotus tcllcth vs) hauing enacted 

a law, that cuery man fliould (lie w what trade he followed , and what mcanes he 
had to Hue, fliould allcadge no other reafon but this , that he which fpent freely, 
hauing neither rents nor rcu:nucs, nor any mcanes to ear ne a penny, nor any to 
maintaine him,muft of ncceffity be a thecfe* what would our fJWcudicaNts ( trow 
we) (ay, if they fliould be thus examined? For it they haue not a footc of Iand,as 

they profeiTcthcy hauc not, (for othcrwifc they (hould do ill to beg) and if they 
know not how to get their liuingjwhereon then do they liue?nay,nor onely liue, 
but fare fo like Epicures? I f they (hall anfwer,that they liue vpon the almcs of well 
difpofed pcoplcjthat is cleanc cotrary to the coplaint which they cotnonly make, 
that mens charity towards them is not only cooled, but euen as cold as ice.If they 
mail (ay,that they liue vpon borrowing,who wil beleeue thcntfFor all men know, 
that to lend to thofe who haue nothing to pay, is all one with giuing , according 

to the common faying , Where there is nothing to be hadjhe K ing loftth hit right. 

Herein therforc I appcale to their owncconfcicnccs,whar mcanes they hauc had 
now of late time (fincc they began to complainc ofthewantofcharitie) to make 

their kitchins hot . But becaufe I fliould flay too long,if I fliould hcare their con- 
fc/fion in that particular, I will vndcrtakcthcmatter,andanfwci for them myfelfj 

or rather rehear fc fomc of theii fubtill dcuices,which (hall feme in ftead of an an- 
fwer. Who knowcthnot thcn,that they hauc holdcn the world in fiich fcruitudc, 

as 
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as that they fame violently taken not onely from the rich ,but al(b from the poore, 
either all or thegrcatcft part of that wlueh tjirir children ifhould haue inhcritedK)r 
who can be ignorant that the reafon of tfce nagedy adod by t he fpir it of OrUmt> 
was,for that thefc much* /aw they had J»ft taepney which they thought rhey had 
(eazedvpon? And<toubdeffcitvya^agrtargood hajf the matter fliould be fo well 
handledjthat itcould be got out of their douches. For when they came to fhriuc 
filly foules that lay at the point of death^their manner was to put them in no other 

hope of being faued, but by making S« tfrajrcu, S. "Dominic or (pmc other 5*int 
(patron of the Order that the Confcflb* was of; their hekm Nay ,tjiey <wcne Co 
cunning in bewitching the confidences of thofe whoittthey had vhdec (mdititei 
that they did not onely make them aiue the moitic >or two thirds of theirgoodsi 
which their wiucs and children fliould haue enioyed ; but (in cafe their children 

would not become Friers of the order of S.FrdvcU^.Iiminick^i fome fuch 
fwcctSaint)thefeiolly Saints knew whatthcy wouldhaue. So that if children af- 
ter the deccafe of their parents , refufed to become Monkey , ihefc holy Saints 
would take vpon them to be their hejres, defeating them ofall. Wttneflc mem 
wils and teftaraents which arc to be fcenc at this day.But this is afar fouler matter, 
in that they made fuch haft many times, that they wold not tarry for them whom 
they held thus infhared,vntil they were naare their end,but by Ribfi! meanes made 
them vndreflc themfelues before they went to bed 



a 



For what greater or more crucll theft and robbery , nay what 



rapine and rauening can be imaginedrfhen that which rhey call the Croyfitdo? Did 
euer thceues>hich fct their daggers to the throatcsof palTengcrs to make them 

deliucr their purfes, vfcfiich robbery as rhefuppofte ofthe Croyfadtf Fordoubt- 

lcfle pooretneh who haue ncucr a crbflc in the world to bleflc themfelues withall, 
are in no danger ofthecues, according to that of thePoet, Cantabitvacutu corsm 

Utrotte vUtor x whereas a poorc man, who is made to beleeue that if he ciue fuch 

or fuch a fumme of mony , himfclfe>his father,mother and children fliall be faued* 

and in cafe hegiuetiothinff,all fliall bedamncd^is in farrc worfc cafe then if he fcl 
among thecues* For if hehauc no mony to giue, rather then faile he will pawnc 
himfelfe to the Sarr teens. And moft ccrtainc it is.that many poorc people hauc not 
onely panned, but euen fold their foules outright to the diuell, in getting mony 

by vnlawftill meanes, whereas they were in good hope by this mcanes to deliucr 

jhemfelues out of his pawes . And as true likewlfeis ir,that they haue long fince 
proclaimed to the world,that they had power and author itie toftll'cucn heauen 

it felfc; (wttneflc the Latin verfes in S.steu*w Church in Bourne written vpon a 
pillar in tables of Gone, beginning thus, ftU ties deutth cctlifibus affoeh te.) How- 
beit they inforced none tog'iuc mony for it, as they did in the time of thecrojpt- 
<&.For confirmation and authorizing whereof, thefc pelting Preachers allcadgcd 



many tickling texts to this purpofc , not taken out of the Bible, but out of ccrta 

hypocriticall Friers : interlacing therewith' fuch fond fOoleries,that it isalmofl im- 
poflible pofterity (hold bdeeuethCsOneamongft the reft is reported of a ghoftly 
father, who preaching at jW/4«x,auouched that When any monywas giucn for 
the dead, their foules in purgatory hearing the foundof the mony hilling into the 

bafon of box,crying, tingjingy began to laugh out heartily, and fay, ha 3 ha,ha 5 hi, 

hi,hi» , ii. 

^ Bcfides,they hauc many fubtill conueyanccs equipollent to robberies, yea 

fome worfc then robberies -.albeit they ccafe not to commit other qualified thefts. 

For inftance whcrofloneat CW/2/(about ten yaarcs ago) finding a purfe with three 

hun- 
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hundred r rcnch crowns in it,rcucalcd it in his confcfrWo a Etier 3 who told htm 
thatin conference he ought not tokcepcit, butgiucit toa thirdpcifon/iUfucb 
tinicas the owner fliould enquire after it. But the talfc Frier handled the matter fo 
cunninclv, that in the end himfclfc was the third main Notlong after came the 
owner or the purfe,repairing'to him that found it; who fent him to the Frier who 

had the keeping of it . But he who had before defircd onelv to be the keeper, 

would now needs be thcown CTi andfowas } (forall that the deceafed ^onfitur 

Mrrfac could do , being then the Kings Lieutenant otPicmom) feeing there was 
none to depofc or witnefte againft him , but he thatgauc it him ■;. .And what 
mould we call that trickc of conucyancc which a Frier-docker ( one of thole 
which asked if they hadany thing to giue toSaint y^mbonm pig*;)iptayed with 
a butchers wife ofCaL&rM, when for two acornes which he gaue to two of her 

Twine, Ik cavicd away a whole pceceof linnen cloth i But I will reicrue this nar- 
ration to another place,whcrc I intend to fpcakeof counterfeit mirades 5 conten- 
tion my fclfe for this prcfent with one other theft 5 yet fuch a one as cannot ca- 
filyV- famplcd : fo that if we were to compare Ecclcfiafticall thecues (if I may fo 
fneake) with (ccular a the Ecclcfiafticall for this alone would bcarcaway thebell. 
For though in old time there was great talke of fuch as went to robbe dead mens 

tombcs(calIcd in Grecke n/f^M^as * man would fay,tombe-diggersJ yet ot 

late time they (at leaftwifc the fcculars) hauc bin content to rob the huing oncM 
but the Monkes of the Abbey of Bonrgmojen at Bloys hauc giuen cuidem proote, 
that they would notyccld an inch to their aunceflors herein , when they digged 
vp a womans corps interred in their church ,to rob the coffin of the lead wherein 
it was wrapped. Lo here how thcfcfalle Friers vciific the common flying. The 
Church uhth both oj quick and dead , not onely in thchid and myfticall^ut in the 

litcrall fenfc alfb. '. , 

4 As for great Ecclefiafticall thceucs,tbat is a cafe by it fclfc,which tout hetli 
their head principally, in fuch fort,that any, fcabby Monke or fiuefarthing Frier 
rcproucd by him for fiich a legerdemain e^may anfwerhim as the pirate anfwered 
^AltxmdtY the great : for the theft which their holy father(as they call him) com- 
mitted! vnder the colour of coniUntims donation, as fare exceedeth the petty Jar- 
rccinc and pilfering pradifed by his imps, as kAUx anders robberies the pirats 
or Sca-roucrs. And therforc there is no rcafon why fuch as arechicfc in place next 
to this At ch-thcefe,fliotild bufic rhemfclucs about pcty thefts not befecming their 
ereatnefle. And hereof (doubtlcffe) they hauc great confidetation (as experience 
iheweth) : for the leaft which they commits the fpoiliog of Churches of their re- 
likes-Imeanc not dead mens bones,buteold and filuer. For there wasapamphlet 
lately publiflicd (intituled HarcngH*) wherein is declared how certain* lAsobim 
mmmoncd a great Cardinall to reftore vnto them their crowne of gold. 

5 But in fpcaking before of the Creyptd6 y I forgot a Franciftm of Oliiltsiw 

called SAmpfonjuUo by that mcancs had fcraped together an hundred and twenty 

thouland duckats,which he offered for the Popcdome, 

, 

CHAP. 

♦ 

« * 



CHAPTER XXIIII., 19$ 



CHAP. XXIIII. 



i 



of mdn-pughters And mufflers committed by 

the pep/fi.cieargk* 



4 




Will begin this Chapter with the ftory which I promifed to relate 

when I /pake of the Frarjcifcan , whole inordinate luft co[i three 

perfons their Iiucs,one man and two women. For tlvn I prohufed 

to relate a farre pjorchon ible fact committed by.a Fiicro{ the; fame 

order, who tbcompaffe hismifchieuous purpofc (which was to 
hauc his pleafurc of a gentlewoman of thp houftO coipipitted f jure muithtrs 

with his ownc hand^The /lory k tjiis.'ln the raiene of the Etm>erout Mtxwulian 

thefirft, there was within his dominions in fjandcrs a very famous Coucni of 
Francifcdns, neare to which dwelt a gendeman who exceedingly a ffc&cd the 
Monks of the C.onfint,and was very bpnefieiau vnto thQm,()0ping by diat Wanes 

to be made partaker of their good works, fafts,and prayers. Amqn^ the reft there 

was a rail proper, F^/tci/caK, whptn, the gentleman hat) made cjiojji- ot to his 

Cpn refTor. , and. had giuen him full power and authorise ,oup:,aU his |io,u(hold : 
whole mind was Co inflamed will) die. beames ojfliis wiucs beauty , that he was al? 



ixioft befidc himfelfe. And purpbfing pn atjmp ^comc-tOj. j)ic period ,01 ^is in- 



tended pu rpofe^e went all alone to the genucma^s houfe'yanq finding ji;m,not at 

Iipfjri e 9 asked t^ic gcn.tlewoiijaw.wjiitjlier he iyasgone? Shq aijfwered> thaf.Jie was 

gone fofce certaindandsof his,and mpanj j,toy([ay abroa^two.oVthrce dayesj ad- 
diijgwidiaH, tfjafiUiehadanybufinefre with J|jiii,fl)c would difpatcha inencn- 

ger xftar him. .Hcanfwered thmit fliould not necp, and began to walkevpaud 
^VtWne the hou{e as one that had'iopic >vaig(jjy matter in hand: which die gcntle- 
Wp^ia'Q notpd, and percciuingby hiscbiin^nancetharhc was mal- content, flie 
intone of her maids vnto him to!kno vv if he waqtcd anything* The glioftly fa- 

th'cr ( who was walking vp anddowheilie ic^wrt^jfvvercd rlwtiic did^a$4 there- 
upon leading her eto a corner,took a dagger oiitjpfhis fl^eue & tlmdi it into her 

thxpate. In thq * r ' ~ * '" , 

into^he court 



iq m.cane. time, one of the gendemans tenants came on hor/eoackq 

, bringing with liiui the rent, his farmc : ahd.hc was nofboncr 

iigfabut he nihitcd .the FrmtifS ^?^mm l m \tyi*f™K^<\ 

himMinuVM 

. ff rhc.caftlq^m 

Wdicr ro know ; tl^r<f|ifon w^fte m^e ,na^eatc T haft: wi?f> m ff.o f^u* 



neint6tKe^hc i t i ,()fJtf^ 



v 



oncdownc 

eriic'd.hcr 



y^ldvptojMm^ 
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to fpcakc a word.But forthwith this wicked wretch (who meant to haue Ws plca- 
fu L her more then once,and therefore would not force her) faid M.ftns be no 
afraid for you are in his hands who of all men in the world loucth you bell . Ac 
S woids he- put off bis long habit,vnder wb ch he had a niortcr which he of- 
X her and wfthall told her fhatif fhc refufed it, he would fend her packing to 
pZ with thofc whom fhefaw lying before her eyes . The gentlewoman more 
Hkcadcad thcnaliuingcrcature,detcrmined to make as though (he would obey 
him both hoping to lauc her life, and to protra* the time, in hope her husband 

would come home: an d fo at the Friers command (he vndrciTcd her t^ung 
aslitlchaft asfliecould.Butinthc end hauing her haire hanging loofc about her 

care^hcFricr^^ 

Kgfodonc caufed hcrto Lp her felfcvnto her fmocke^nd arrayed her with 
the (hort habit which he had about him,and after put on his other agatne 3 and fo 
departed thence with all fpeed pomble, cary ing with him his y ong nouicc whom 
he had fo long dcfired. But by Gods orouidcnce the gentleman her husband ha- 
mm difpatched his bufinefle fooner tfien he thought returned homewards the 
fame way the trtneifan went with his wife. Now when the Frier perceiued him 

a far off , he faid to the gentle womanly ondcr comes your husband,and I know 
that if you looke vpon him he will refcueyou out of my hands; wherefore go on. 
before mc,and fee that you turnc not your race towards him; for if you giuc him 
butthcleaftfigne,Iwillcutyourthroatc before euer he can helpe you . Atthele 

words the gentleman drewncarc, and asked him fromwhence became' Sir 
(ouoth he) from your houfc,whcrc I left my miftns your wife in good hcalth,ex ; 
peclin fi yourcomin S .ThcgentIcmanwenton J notpercewingh^ 

Kis man (who was wont to entertain the Friers fellow called Frier lohn) b gan to 
call to unthinking it had bin Frier /^.Thcpooreccntlcwoman(who durft not 
onccturnehcrhcldafidetowardste^^ 

he croflcd the way to looke her in the face 5 where me fpcakmg not a word, gauc 
him a twinch with a weeping cye.He then returning backe ro his niaftcr 3 laid,bir, 
ST^SKvay I maM the Friers fellow , who (qucftionleffc is not Frier 
'/oKbut mucii rcfcmblcs my miftrisyour wife, who looked very rufully vpon me 
Tufh (quoth the gentleman) thou talked like a fooler and made no more of it. But 
his feruant perfifting in his opinion , intrcatcd him to giue him leauc to go after 
rhcm 5 and to flay a Hue to fee whether he miftooke h mTelfc or not At his impor- 
innate intteaty the gentleman ftayd,tofcc W hat tidings he would brin| . >iow 
when the FrLfcZ heard the man behind him calling for Fner lohn ( Joubting 

that the gentlewoman was difcridd)he came running vpon him,and with along 
pike ftaffc which he caried , tookc him fuch a blow vndcr the fliort nbbes,that he 
Lokchimoff hishorfe to the ground and prefcntly falling vpon bim>ratto 

throate.Thc qcntlcman feeing his man afarre off railing downe thinking that he 

had fallen by tome mifebance, wentbacke to helpehim vp: whom the Fner had 
no fooner efpicd, but he ftrucke him with his pike ftaffc,as he had done his man, 
and bearing him downc,fel vpon him.But the ? ent!eman(being lufty and ftrong; 
clafped his armcs fo faft about him v that he could neither ftabnor hurt him , coi- 
fing withall his dagger to fall out of his hand : which his wife forthwith tookc vp, 
and «aue to her husband , holding him downe by the cowle with all her might, 
whilcft her husband ftabboi him in diuers places,^ and 
confefled all h is vitlany .The gentleman being loth to kil him/cnt his wife home 
rocaUfomcofhismcn, who came running thither null halt , and taking vp the 
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Franc/fan brought him to the gentlcmans houfe , from whence he was caried 

to the Emperours Dcputie in $a»der$ , to w horn he confefled this his notorious 

and felonious ku$t. Where it w^sal/b found partly by his owne confemon, partly 

byproofc and information giuentothc commillioncrs appointed for that pur- 
pofc,that a number of gentlewomen and other beautiful maids had bin conueyed 
into that monaftery,atter the fame manner that this Francijcatt would haue caried 
her away .Whereupon after that the womcn(dctaincd by them in the monaftcry) 

were had out, both they and the Coucnt werebuincd rogcthet for a monument 

and example to all poftcritie. 1 

a After this foule ftdt committed by this Monke , let vs hcarc how a Piicft 

of ^/w<^«(aboutcleucnyearesago)committed fundry murthers oncin the neck 

of another . A gentleman of Lymcfin ^Lord of S.Iohn of Ligpurcs (kinfman to the 
Marfhall S . /W>?n>) hauing committed inccft with his wiues mother ,and hauing 

had children by her,declared it to a fhaucling in way of conleflion. Whereupon 

the Prieft (wiio was a falfc coiner jtookcoccafion to pcrfwadc him (as hauing him 
in his lurch and at his lurc,by this his confefiion) to play the knaue as he had done, 

and to become a talfc coyner with him . Now after they had followed this occu- 

parbn for a time, rliePrieftperceiuing rliat the gentleman was ftill troubled in 

confcicnce with his inceft (notwithstanding he had fundry times abfolucd him) 
and that hec affected liis wiues mother more then his wife , perfwaded him, 

that the mother was rather his wife then the daughter , and therefore that his ma- 
rtagc.his children and all wercaccurjfed . Whereupon he vndcrtooke to difpatr h 

them out of the Way, whil^A the gentleman wasabfent, yet not without his con- 

fcnt . For comming one night(as his manner was) into the Caftlc (with ccrtainc 

cruel cut-throatcs whicij he had brought w|^himjhc wcnt dircclly to the cham- 
ber where the gentlewomen lay, and murthcrcd them all in their beds 5 as aH6 

two yong children , one of which called him by his name, and held vp his hands 

vnto him,as the Pricft executed fince in />4wc-^,and the gen tlcman at Lauzanm, 
. confeffed at their deaths. Neithet herewith content,with his crue of cut-throate 

companions he maflacrcd the reft that remained in the houfc , and laying all the 

dead bodies together in a chambcr,fet the Caftlc on firc,thinking by that meanes 
tocoucr the murthcr . But (as God would)ncithct the bodies nor the chamber 

wherein they were, tookc fire, and fo the murthcr was detected. Whereupon the 

gentleman knowing not well what courfc to take , nor which way to turnc him- 

klfc,fled into Sauoye^ where paffing by Geneua he was difcricd , and from thence 
purfucd and apprehended at Lauzanne^ where he was executed according to law, 

acknowledging his oifence and Gods gtc.it mercy towards him , in bringing him 
by this ehaffifement home, to himfelfc . Thisis the hiftory,as I heard it credibly 
reported by thofe that faw him arraigned and executed : which albeit J; : haue of 

pui^ofeabt i(igcd(as I hai|e ; don,t; al/o the reft) yet I could not omit one r cij'cum- 

ftance , how that eucn then when the chilfi called him by bis namc,and held vp 
his hands vntohim(as children are wont to dojfmiling on thofe they looke vpon) 
•he; did moft cruelly murthcr him. And it wasnot without caufc that Gpd would 

haue this circumuancc freely cpnfcfied both by the Pricft and rhcgaitlcman, 

.wh jch othcrwifc would ncuerhaue bin fufpecred . For doubtleffe it doth much 
f g|grauate,and as it were doublcand treble h^ ; 9ffcnce,efpe<fially if weeomparc it 

With the fad of heathen men , as of thofc ten .whom Haodotm mcntioneth in I) is 
fift bookCjWho being fent to murthcr a new borne babc,wcrc fo moucd wjth pity 

S 2 when 
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when the child fmilcd vpon them, that their hearts relentcd,and(as it werc)mel 



fift 



within thcm.Howbai,tl^ 

oZinable ft* , that ft is hard to fay where a man (hould cfpecially uv 
\ But becaufc the naming of Lrnum* (where this execution was done) 

puts me in mind of Gem** adioyning, where another mur during 1 neft ^was exe- 

cutci I will here relate that ftory. A amine Pricft in Fmfipj caUcd Dm him 

nek the dominion of rfe then 

brothers eyes with an avvle as he was aftcep, and obtained his pardon of the then 
Billion of Ceneua: not longafter he committed him to a goflipof his to the end 

he .night drowne him. by carting him downc (rom a bndg 



ineine him toChambm to SSuayrej Saint then in great rcqucft 



V \> toOTSE knowing n^t how to 'eft* whileft he was in his iour- 

dcrcolour°asthoughhewouldbvinghimto5.C/^ J he caned h.m hi .her riic 
into a barne , whac he with one of his companions murthcred h.m .-and fount 
fo done, caft him into a fwift ft. came , where he was found b> > a woman which 
(otmht after a (bayed calfe . Whereupon the Prieft was .apprehended in bisbed 
with his whore, and brought to Gtmu , where his hand was fit ft cut off, and af- 
ter that his head . hailing before confclTcd the fatt,and gmcn noothcr leafen oft 
the hatred which he borcliim,but onely becaufc he was a ercat fpendcr. Ius fur- 
ther reported, that this kinde Kit himn B p^4ufal^eyei Wltham^, 

andperceiuinq that he wasnot ftone blinde,but that he could fee* a little ; boa- 
, cd them the lecond time with a woodden pinnc. This pun.ftiment was infli- 
cted vpon this malefactor (hortly after the reformation of religion in the fayd 



cine. 



r anions other murthcringPricfts,! may not omit one, of whom t 
dc in the French Chronicles, who feaped not fo fcor-frcc as the ict 



?o.thc nineteenth of April!, a certaine Sir /^comming to 
in Paris . rieht oucr aeainft Saint Andrew da ^in> to viutc the 



turn Colledge in Paris, right oucr againft Saint ^ndrw da ^irs to v.utc r 
Parfon ofthcplace where he was Curate, killed his man in to night, andafter 
cut the Paribus throat*. For which murther he was degraded in Court of our 
LrficsChuich.th^ 

coate,was fent to a worftiipfull gentleman,onc M after ^n<Mom (then Judge 
of criminall caufcs)by whom he was fentenced to hatte his hand cut offend it ^ to- 
gether with the faulcheon wherewith hehad commuted the murthcr,(o be nailed 
to a poft before the fatd Colledgc,and after tobeburned quickbefore the towne 
houfc.This fentencc being giuen in open Court,was put in execution the lift day 

of thefaidmoncth. . -^,.^4™ 

< But due me ieauc to fpeake a word on wo more concerning pa^mtrt 
(no doubt) we fhall find fundry other examples ofmurtherscoUmutted by Cter- 
py -mcn^nd namely by Pi icfts.But for th is prefent 1 * il infill m one onely,which 

was difcouercd and puniflied by order of law, as followcth. In mJmcrtSfltfm 

called The treat W, thegood man of thehoufe hisdaughtcr played a fl.ppcry 

trick with one,and was deTincred of a daughter . Her feher.who cou M neuer a- 
bide thechild Jxeaafcitplit him in mind of his daughters fliamcfull flidr fent her 
to Pari* to a Sempftcr to learne to fo w. And coming afterwards to JV* himfelre, 
he fell in acquaintance with a pricft called M.Hetlor, a bakers (on ,borncat Noy^ 
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>vhom he declared that he had a daughter about (cucn orcightycajesof age, 

gladly hauc beftowed in a monaftpi-y.qr.fomc othef pj 



d not whcrcjior liovv,fo that he might ncuerhcarc of jieragaine j telling h 



ffefting hereof he could be content to giupan, hundred T 

Pricft being greedy of gaine,yrideriookc tyje matter % f a lM cauiing the girle to be 

brought vntohim, together with the ,rnp ( oy which they were agreed vpon, hp 

t99ke his leauc of him,and caricdhcr ']6me.to his hou(e ? Whither h^was no (opy 

ncr come, but he cut her throate i and ha)| jng fo dqn? * varied th?;fprps 

churchyardof S^ltyhtLt in theftelds,, , w,|icrchauing.caft it among certninc net 
he walked vp & downeas though ^ehad bin praying on his Po/tujfc. Shqrfly 
rcameaSexten, and as he was digging a grauq,the Prieft came vntp him,and 




after cameaS ,~ 

told him that he had C< 

cur,and caft among the 



ful/pcdlacle.to wit,a yong maid hauuj^ 

; and defifca him fpi aiioiding of bfe 



hrot^ 

bury 




,promifing to giue hima tejtinfix his.paiqcs.The Scxten refqfed h|soffer,and 

further told /iim, that he would informe the Court thereof: which he did y (the 

Pricft in the mcane time fly log to Noypn.) The Court jiaqing intelligence hereof, 
caufcd the corps to be caried to a place called Cfaflwh tnc T c : tQ he cxppfcd to the 

open view: whither (as God wold)theSempfter(her;oidmiftris)cametp fee her: 
Who knowing her wcl,dcclarcd to the Coott how an jnnc-kcepcr oiSfljffom (her 

randfather) had committed |icr to ihccufipdy of onc.M. Htttor a Pricft . The 

alfo informed the Court of the conference which hadpafled hctwecne 
MM eft or andhim. The Court taking notice of thcfeiriforiTiations , fent his bro- 
ther in law toprifon, hoping by that meanc&to learne wljat was become of him, 
(feeing he reforted ofte to his houfe.)Now during thetime of his imprifonroent, 
(they dayly pec/fing him with intcrrogatbijes, : to the end they might learne, what 
was become of his brother, albeit he knew nothing ) it fortuned that the Pric ft 

came to s. Denis ncare to Parutfrom whence he (cm a mclfcnger tqhis hrother in 

law (neuer dreaming of his iraprilonmcnt)to rcqucft him to come to him,and to 

informe him what rumour went of him. Where the ^tncftcnger comiOg to the 
pnfonefswife(fhcPricftsfiftcr) was prefently apprehended and broughr before 

the Court* and hauing told them where MMeftor was , they fent a vyarrant for his 
apprchcnfion.Whcrc, after he had confefTcd the facl, he was condemned by the 

Court oicbaftelct to be dcgradcd,to hauc hjs hand cut off 3 to be broken vpon the 
wheele,and after to be burned. But he appealed to the high Coutt otTarliament 
at /Vw^wbich mitigating the (cntcnce,condemned him onely to be degraded, to 

hauc his hand cm off, tobehanged, and after tobeburned. This tragicall eucnt 
happened about fourteene ycares ago. But I may not forget a icaft of his: for ha- 

uitig his hand cut off, and meeting with one of his acquaintance's be was going 
to the place of CJf:ccution,he faid, Auifc vn feujlerry men ami^ ie nefaurai peu can- 
ter CMeffeysnma coupe 'vne ^<f«*:Thatis % See here fritnd Flarry^l can fay CMaffcno 
more-jhey bane cut off my hand . The man to whom I am beholding tor this ftory, 
dwelt in the fame towne with this malefadpr,and told me thathc heard him fing 
his flrft Maffcwith all the ceremonies and folemnitics thereto belonging. 

6 There was alfo a Prieft at oVfoww (about J7.yeares ago) who being icalous 
ofa whore which hekept,broughr hcrinroataucrne, where leading herafide as 
tl)ough he would hauc dallied with her, he caft her on a bed , and with a razor 
(which he had in hisflecue)cut her throatcFor which murther he was only 



demned to perpetuall nrlfon, as it was told me by a famous lawyer,who ; was then 

ftudentinthefimccltlc. . « 

S i 7 As 
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7 As for cruelties (though no murthcr be voydh of cmcltic) where can we 
hcarc of a greater then that which is commonly praftifed by Monkcs, (as them- 

fclucs confellc) I mcane their vfuall manor of pulling men oucr the pearch mpacei 
True it is indccd,dicy vttcrly renounccand Jifdaimc this word cruelue: for they 

will not mm that it is cruekie to fend men into another world /*»<*. But if they 

denv it to be crudtic to murthcr a man in pac^ they muft needs deny that to die 

of hunger and thirft is a crucll death : which is>tgnant to common fence . But 
leauine this difputc 5 lct vs come toother notorious cruelties andamong the reft 
to a kind of torment which lay-men among Chriftians wold ncuer haueinfliAcd 
vpon Pagans or infidels, but would haue left it for Barbarians, as bang too bar- 
batons to be pratfifed by them.lt is that which M(in the life o^rtaxerxes) 

cillcth Scapheulisito which this is not vnlikc which I am about to relate. The lait 
Duke ofLymbourgh being dead without HTue, the Princes who wen next rheiKS 

fas bcins nearcft of bloud ; viz. the Duke of Brabant and the tane of GueUtrUnd 

waged warre one againft anothcr,for the Dukcdomc.In theend the Duke o(Sr^ 

W R ottheviAoiy:wh«^ 

dcrland) was W kcn prifonerjandcommittedtothecuftodyof theEarleof^ 

in Hainmit whcrtfhc continued for the fpacc of feucn ycarcs,nll he had agreed to 
■A fnch articles as were demaunded of him . Being fct at liberty at the laft\ he bc- 
fouehtthcRarle of CMount to bearc him company to Tuits (a tow ne tending 
vpon «^wrightoucragainftCtf/A»)whcrcunio the Earle caf.Iy coildefcended. 
Now as they were going oucr a bridge which flood vpon the nuer an amBufh of 
hoi femen ( which by the Bifhops appointment lay hard by ) rumed out fuddenly 
vpon the Earle miftrufting no fuch matter rand thus he fcized vpon him, and kept 
him in pernctuall prifon : and to the end he might giuc him more kind entertain- 
ment caufed an iron cage to be made, which in fommer was annomrcd ouer with 
hony and fct in the open Sunne, lodging the poore Earle therein, there tobe al- 
faultcd by flics (you may well imagine how.) Confider here (gentle Reader) this 
Biflioos crnelrie fioyncd with treafon) comingnotmuch fhortof tbeimmanity 
of Buftrh and PbMris. For doubtleffc of all other cruelties thofc arc the greatcft , 
which caufc men to languifli and pine axvay for a long time in great anguifh . 

8 M 01 coucr wc rcadc of two Channons of Collen.who vfed the like treche- 
ivrforhauinginuitedabailiffc ofthetovvnc todinncr,callcd^^6>/^ and 
making great flicw of lone and kindnclTc (albeit they hated him to the death; 
they led him out to fee a Lion,( which they kept in honor of their B.fhop) whom 
thevknewtobc hunger-bit : and he was no fooner come into tncplace, but tncy 
niutthcdoorcvponhim. The man feeing himfelfc in this danger, plucked vpa 

good heart , and winding his cloake about his left arme thruft it mto the Lions 
mou tli as he came rafting vpon him,and with his right hand thruft his rapier into 

his belly, and flue him. .... t ,. 

o But toreturnc to Prelates :we rcadc how one tf^Archbifbop of Collt» 
mod cruelly tormented Earle Frederick: for hauing broken his armes.lcgs.thighs, 
back and neck vpon the wheele, he caufed him to finifli the reft of his life m Im- 
firingpaincjcxpofinghimtothccrowcs. 

io Butif any defiretohearc of a cruelty not proceeding from rcuengc, but 
committed in a merriment againft fuch as ncuer gaue the leaft offence: this itis.In 
thcraiencof thcEmperour otho the great//.*/* Bifhop of <JW<»/|,tookduch pi- 
tie vpon the poore in the time of a great dearth , that he got a multitude of them 
together into a barne, and burned them all therein; faying that they differed no- 
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tiling from rate which deuoured cornc 3 and were good for nothing. Bur obferue 

the tcarfulljterribiej and horrible iudgement of God which befell him whilcft he 
was yet liuing: for he fenr great troupes of rats, which after they had gricuocf \ 
tormented him,ate him vp ouickc. And it litlc auailcd him to go vp to the top of 

his high tower to (aue himfelfc : for me tats hunting? him from place to place, pur- 

fued him thither alfoj whereupon it is called T^hM witr vnro this day. And yet 
notwithftandingthis fearfull example, 'Jftrtftw Archbiu*)0p 6f Ctf//^,had a bro- 
ther who vfed the poore after the fame manner,in the time ofadearih. 

1 1 But what fhall we fay of a Jacobine who poifoncd'tnc Emperour 'Henry 
the fcuenth with his breaden God, which he gaue him" in thc cbnfecrakcd hoft^ 
What will the Friers Diucll do (trow we) if their God be fo dangerous to dealc 

with* Vpon which argument I writ this fportitig *hui£ta/». 

Pay em ne vouloyent met f re au n ombre des Dieux e { rt vc t e f ° 



Ccux qui au genre bum Ain elioyent pi 

Si U Dieu de pafte efl vn Dieu quiempoifonne^ 
(Dont fEmpereur Henri tefmoigridgen ova d$nne) 

$ut diroyem its Pay ens de ces gen tils Docleurs % 

Ut hommes oni fitt de lu't addrateurt? 
Car ft Uftr Diet* ne fait de 



That 



ble &Dteu quelle efi Ifdiffe 



Htyter did Pagans mongA their Gods t 

Who euer morta/l wight had ill bejlead: 

If then the God of bread can poifon hjjje, 

ji { hath bene tride by Henry to his bane: 
What would our Pagans fainejhat knew of yore 
How they do it adore with bended knee? 

For if their God be free to worke fitch euill^ 
What difference is betwixt their God and Deuilli 

If any fliall haply obic&,that theft fauagc cruelties were not committed in theft 

daycs,but long before . I anfwer, thatfecing the world hath euer grownc worfc 
and worfe, and the Clearly rather then the Laity (as the three Preachers fb often 
before alleadgcd do fufficicntly tcftific) rhoft cruelties may wcl be accounted but 

finoll and tollerable in compat ifbn .But if any be incredulous or hard of bclccfc,hc 
may teade what Cannibal like cruelties certainc Monks and Popifh prelates haue 
cxcrcifcd oflatc againft fuch as wold not embrace the Romane rcligion,and how 

they handled them when once they came within their walkc. As among the reft, 

the hiftory of John de Roma a lacobine Fricr,onc of the holy houft of Spaine, a per- 
fecutor of the poore Chriftians of tMerindol and d&rw^who ncuer left beating 
his braines, how he might inucnt new tot mcnts to inflift vpon thefe poore peo- 
ple and their confederates: one of which was to fill bootcs with boy ling greafe, 
and to pull them on the legs of thofc w'i .om he 



f painc might Co diftradl them, as that they mighr make no pertinent anfwer 



to any dei naund . And we are not to wonder how they could play the bloudy but 

chers,and cxercift their tyranny vpon theft filly fbules,fccing they vfurped almoft 

a foucraigne power and princely authority oucr them . N ot togo farre back, nor 
farreoff for exarhples,we reade how the (aid Frier vndcr colour of his commiffion 

(as being one of the Inquifition) was both aecufer,party,and Iudgc ; & how he ca- 

ricd with him through Pronence a number of vile varlcts well appointed ;in all pla- 

S 4 ces 
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ce^ whet ccuct he camc(cfpccially in country towncs) breaking open chefts and 

trunks,and foaling thcnccgoldandfilucr, and what clfe might eafily bepacked 
vp,and caricdaway^pilling & polling thofe whom he could not othcrwifefpoile, 

cither by impofitiom or amcrcciricnts,or confifcations of their goods. 
12 I was here purporcd to haue ended this Chapter, but that I remember 

I hauc not (poken ofthofe that imbrue their hands in their owne bloud ? and facri- 

ficc tlictnfclucs to their owne fliamc; which I had rather here adde(though fomc- 

vvhat out of order) then altogether to omit them. Hovvbcit my meaning is not to 
bufie my fclfc with the cxamplesof Clergymen who hauc Iayd violent hands vpo 

thcmfclucs,thcrewith to pai allele the examples of Lay men who haue bin moued 

to do the like. I will oncly infill vpon onc,whicb is proper vnto them quarto modo 
(as Logicians fpeake.) For all the former examples of felons dejej, are common 

as well to the Cleargy as to the Laity. But this which I am about to relate, is pe- 
culiar to Clcargy-mcn, and Lay-men hauc no part therein jbdng a murrher com- 
mitted vpon a proud conceit which popilh pricfts had of their merits, that they 

(for(ooth)did asfarre exceed Lay- mens merits, as the pillars in the Church do 
their fliadowes. For though Laymen put great confidence in thpm,yctthcy neucr 

fo rclycd vpon them,as that they would aducnturq to call thcmfclucs from the top 

of a hi«h towrc,or into a dcepe well: which befel this merit-monger of whom we 

fbe.ikc?The ftory is this. A Monkeallcd £fom,bauing liued fifty ycares in an Er- 

" clly obferued the rules and orders of his founder, was fo puffed vp 
with pride & vainc conceit of himfclfe,in regard of themeritof his works,rhat the 

diucl appeared vnto him & tempted hinyo take trial of the vertue of the by carting 
himfelfc into a well jafluring him he fhould ctcapc without harme.The fond Frier 

ad bin an Angel fent vnto him from heaucn for this end^caft himfelfc 
f that depthjthat the bottomeof it could not be fecne- whence being 
3 in with much ado,thcy could notperfwadchim that it was rhedi- 
( pcarcd vnto him and tempted him : and fo he died the third day af* 
■,petfifting obfttnatc in this opinion.This ftory I found in a fragment of a Latin 
ioke(rhc author whereof is not knownc) written fairc in parchment^andfccmcth 
be of great antiquity, at lcafhvifc of as great as fuch Ecclefiafticall records may 



o 



be. But whocuer was rheautfior thcrcof,cci t en it is, ne was a fauourerof the rra- 

tcrnity . For he fpeaketh of them,as being one of the fame order , and clues them 

brotherly warning to lookc to thcmfelucs.I will therefore alleadgc the Latin ftory 
word forword,as I copied it out of the faidfragmcnt,which(I take it) neucr came 

to light before : for othcrwife I would haue contented my fclfc to hauc aduci tiled 
the Reader thereof. Howbcit ifit hauc paffed the prcftej fliall do no man vyrong 
but my fclfjfnh I hauc cafed the Reader of fo much painc in the copying of 

Ccrtatnc of mine acquaintance to whom I flic wed it, arc of op 

be found in a booke called V'tu Patrum, 





DE MORTE HiRonis SENIS. 

Her mem pofl mult or urn labor em an nor am deccptttm, 

quod non ha buit dif actionem . 

T vt banc eandem defwitiontm antiquitus a fanllo Antonio & cateris patribtes pro- 
mulgatam y recens quoque (ficut promifsmtu)co?) firmer exemptum, rccolitc id quod 
iper geUum,ocfslorum veHroruvidiilis obtutibm :fenem videlicet Heronemante pau. 
s admodum dies illufione Dtabolt^a fummis ad ima deieflii, quern quinquagintaannii 

iff 
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in bac Eremo commoratum ^fmgulari dijlriclione rigerem continents tinuiffe memini- 
mus^dr folitudints fecreta vltra omnes hie commor antes mirofer store feci a turn. Hie igi- 
tur quo patio quaue ratione pofl tantos labor es ab snftdiatore tllufu<s y gram(s\mocorruens 

(apfuj unilos tn bac eremo conflitutos lutluofo dolor e per cup t? T^pnne quod minus vir- 

tute dtferenonis poffefjiijuis dtflmtionibtsi regi s quam confilus vel collattombtu fir,ttrum 

sque tnflitutis major urn malutt obedirt-jtSiquidem tamo rigore immutabdem u.mij 

continent iam femper exercmt^ ejr folttudmis celUfL ita iug/ter fecreta felt at us e(l, %-t ab 

to partic/pMtioncm ineundi confraternitatc conning neveneratioquidem diet pafeba lis 

altquando potuerit obuncrc.m qua fratribtse cuntlts pro anniuerjaria folcmnitdtc tn Ec- 

clejia resentatis, folus non poterat aggredifie quantulumcmque ferceptiotte Ugum:ws 

paruL h fuo videretur propofitorclaxajfc, guaprnfumpt'tonc deceptus \Angelum Satamt 



veLti Angdum luciscumjimma venirdtmeffifctpffns.ewl^prdcepnsproNa obeditm 

famuLtH } femttipfum in put turn , cuius proftmaitdtcmtculoruMnM sttt/ugit entuitus i 



prxcipitem dcdit.de Angels videlicet fuifponfionc non dubitansfput cum pro merito vir 

mum ac labor urn fuorumjttquaqum poffc frmmtrat vllt iam dtfirimwi fubiactrcj. 

Cuius rtsfidens vt experiment o fit.t fofpitatis euidenujsime comprobaretfupradiBo fe />«- 
teo nolle intempejla illufus iniecitxmagmum fc.virtutisjts,e merit urn probaturusemm in- 

de exijjet ULsfus . De quo cum pentiamtxanguismgentifratrnmlabore fitijjet txtra- 

ttasyvitam die tertia pniturus^ quod his deterius eft, ita in deceptions \%* permanftt ob- 
Jhnationt ,vt ei nec experimentum quidem mortis fit* potuerit per(uadere 3 quodfuijjet 

d<emonum c slit dit ate delufus. <$uamobrem pro merit is tantorum laborum ty annorum 

numerofitate^ qua in eremo jpcraurauit y hoc m 'tf&atiwe hu mans t ate jumma ab hit 

qui em compatitbantur exitio, vix a Presbytero ejr Abbate Papbnutio fotuit obtineri, 

vt non inter biothanatous reputatus ^etiam memoria ejr oblatione paufantium iudica- 

retur indtgnsu. ' ' 

And here I thought it not amiflc to alleadge another place out of the fame booke, 
where mention is made of an Abbot, who was in like fort deluded by the diuell, 
though not (b dangeroufly as the former. 

DE 1LLVSIONE A B B AT IS JOHANNIS. > 



nup 

perceptionem cibi biduano ieiunio dijlulsffe 
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IN quoetiam Abbatem Iobannemqu 
qussmexhauflocorporcatquedefecU 
cedent 's ei adrefeBioncm die poftero^vimensdtabolus in figura Mthiopis tetri } atque ad 
tint genua prouolutwsjndulgcjnquitftiihi , quod ego tibi huncUboremtndixi, Itaque 
ilk vir tantsss ejr difcretionUrattoneperfeclu6,fub colore continents^ incongruenttr cx- 
crcit'atua, intellextt fe ab hoc calliditate diabols circumuentum, talt^diftentum teiunio^ 

vt lafsitudinem non ncceffariamjmmo etiam fpsriiui nocitstram fattgato corpori fuper- 
poneret : & paracharaximo fcilicet illufus »umi[mat/s, cum in iuo veri regis imaginem 

veneratut eftjarum difcutit an effet legitime fmratum. Vltima verb obf&ttaiio buim 

p rob Ms trape&iUtfuam demquijftbne ponde'ris effe fradiximus^ ialiier imj>lebitur, 

ft quicquid gerendum cogitatio nojlra fuggc(fcrir\omni fcrupulo rtiratf*ntes. atque in 
noftripetioris trutina CMC4ntet>dquililratione iufttfnma perpendamus, an plenum ho- 
ne fate communi fit, an timore domini jittrauejtn integrum fen fu , aut fatmana oUenta- 
tiont % M alsqua noutuiis prafumpiwst ft lenexan mersti eius pondus inaniscenodoxia 

' Jroferit gloria .drficea prot inut ad examen publicum ' 



tesddef^ad Prophet arum & Apoflelprum aflu*,at tefiifnonia confer entes ,veltanquan. 
inteora atque per feci a, ejr HI is comfienfintia teneamtes \vel tanquam imperfecta ,atqm 
damnofa/secillorumpondersconfendntia f omni cauttontudiligenttarcfisiemtu. 

CHAP 
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CHAP. XXV. 



Of BUffbemies vttered by Popijb prelates. 

He blafphcmics of our good Catholickcs of the Popifh Clcargic, 
I here handle apart from tho(coftheLaitic;not mtcndingchereby 
to honour them, or thinking it more fitting and befceming them, 
but vccldine rather to my memory, which doth not alwaycsfur- 
nifh me with fit examples as oftc as I could wi(b,but maketb mc to 
ttend and wait, whereby I am conftrained in the mcane time to in trcate of iomc 
,thcr argument, whereof I hauc examples more ready at hand . But the Reader 

an lofc nothing by the bargainc,: for the longer my memory caufeth me to ftay 




vnto him. 



pics itaftWdcth mc aftawaras,which 1 communicate & impart 

i J3«tnottodwelltoolong in the preface we hauc here firft to note, that 
whereas it was faid in old time as it were by way of a prouerbe, He fauna bUs 
,,„/«:(for k was thought a thing vnbciccming a bafc P a«fant to renou « r God 
non pcrtmere adruralcs regime Del as we heard before out of Me not) > has wu c 

wont to fay & do euen at thbeby like 'f^#*f~^^ 

k,or befivctreth Uhe a Prelat. But leauing the difcumiig of this c u cftioi o othus, 

(viz .which of all three is grounded v P on beft reafon) this one thing -1 V II C IV V 

the way,thar phi tlemen and carters hauc learned the tneke or trade or art o blal- 
phemingof Popidr Prelats and other polfliornePopclings^nd not they of hem. 
P And I doubt not but all men of good and found ludgcmcnt, and Ifu* a e no 
caricdaway with prejudice in regard of nartialmc or pnuate refpecl,wtll » umpe 

with me in this opinion. If they Hi all fay the Church-men hauc tan incM Mr 

ftcrs in that tradc,buc that their fthoOm hauc called diem, I eafi 1 y a conJ te 
in (bmc blafphemy they might farrc exceed them . But two fort* of bla phen lies 
l ore are , which are proper and peculiar to them a one . For whereas Lay-men 
blalphcmc God but in word oncly,Church-mcn blafphemc him alfo in deed: fo 

they both diflionor him by their wicked Hues, and teare him in pceces with that 

bloudy oathes : (for I take the word here in a more genci all accept.on then it is 
commonly taken,being dirc-ded by the Grcckc Etymology formerly b^<*> 
And though we mould but fpeakc of blafphcm.es m word only , ho w many fprts 

(may wc thinkc)are there to be found in the writings of chefc Sir Iohns,of which 

Lav-men ncucr dreamed? . , . . ~. 

2 Firft thcrforc to begin with blafphcmicscommon as well to Laid* as Cle- 
ricks,vttcrcd in diflionor of God by thclc fwearing fwaggcrcrs and tuft.an foolcs 

it will not finkc into my head , that fccular men cuer rapped out fiich wicked aid 
wild oathes as Church-mcn haue done, but rather the contrary. How cuer it be, 
this I am furc of, that though I continued long in Italy (where abouc all other 
countries blafphcmydoth moft fearfully abounded wasoften in place(rhough 
fore againft my will ) where I heard very outragious & dctcftable fpceches a^amft 



Chrift and the blelTcd Virgin (wnom they handlcaftcr a farrc 
cer manner then they do in France,) yet ncuer heard I fuch a blafphemy a 

which was vttcted by a Pricft at Rome 9 Al difpetto di quel an ckpendeuneU 



He 
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He had indeed belched out fundry other before he came to this which hcteferucd 
for the laft to make vp his mouth withall ,as being moft horrible of all the reft. And 
what moued him (may we think; to brcake forth into this blafphemy ,but a (trum- 
pet of his(forfooth ) who had playd him a flippery touches himfelfe affirmed. As 

jfthis weie not to play WtllSommcrs ro (hike his next fellow; that becaufc the cur- 
tizan had angered him, he would rcuenge himfelfe vpon God, and fo defpitc and 

villanize him,as neither Turkc nor lew could hauc done woric. For he further ad- 
ded a moft execrable fpcech,\vhich 1 will here omit. Asforblaiphemics vttcied 
in coolcbloud without choler,paflion or he;uc of affcc3ion,our good Caiholuks 
of the Romifh hierarchy are fo far from being indebted to the Laity,th at(except 
they will be very vngratcful) they muft needs acknowledge thcmfelucs much be- 
holding vnto the: for proofe wherof,as I hauc alleadged examples of the bla/phe- 

mics of the one, fo I wil here alleadge fomc few of the other. And fii ft I wil begin 
with that which is fpoken in way of a prouetbc^/K notjor perhaps it is not true. 
Which grew(as it is faid) vpon (perch of one that preached of the paffion , who 

after he had made the poorc people flied teares by the pitifull exclamations which 
he made vpon the cruel death which our Sauiour fuffered vpon the crofTc^hauing 
had the paftime and fport he looked for, faid, Wetpe not, for perhaps it it not true. 
And what mail wc fay of the ghoftly father,who preaching at T ours (about, three 
or foure yearcs ago ) (aid, Thefe wicked Huguenots do vtterly renounce the Pope, 
and fay, that wc arc onely to hold that which Chrift hath taught : But I tell you, 
that if Chrift and the Pope fliould fit here either of them in a chaire, and the one 

of them fliould enioy ne me one thing, and the other another : I would obey the 

Pope rather then Chrift. And this agreeth well with that which an Italian wnteth 

of a Cardinal!, who being fick vnto the death,and defirous to be fliriucn 3 whcn his 
confeflbr told him(vpon occafton)that he ought to worfnip one only God. So I 
do (quoth he) and that is the Pope. For feeing that the Pope is God on earth (and 

thatboth are not tobc woi (hipped) I had rather worfhip him that is vifible , then 

God who is inuifiblc.His confeflbr replying againc,and telling him,that the Pope 

was neither God nor Chrift (albeit the fimple feduccd world did hold him for his 
Vicar.)How(quoth hc)can it be faid,that the Pope is ChriftsVicardf that were fo, 

Chrift fliould be greater then the Pope . But I would thou(houldftknow,thatif 

he (hould come in proper pcrfon to Romefhc Pope would not entertainc him,cx- 
cept he would fubmit himfelfe and kilTe his pantouflc.Notwithftanding Pope tu- 
bus the third (orherwifc called John Maria de Monte)\vas c6tent to be called Gods 

Vicar when ' -he faid,that if God was fo angry for an app}e, that for it he caft our 
firft father Adam out of Paradifc,thcn might he (who wasf his Vicar.) wel be angry 
for a Peacock which isa greater matter (IwhTc) then an applc.This lie meant ofa 
Peacock ferued him in at dinner,which he had commaunded (hould be kept cold 

for fuppcr.but was not.For which ouerfight being in a wonderfull chafe , a Ca r- 
dinalHitting with him at the table , told him that he ought not to be fo angry for 
fuch a trifle: to whom the Pope anfwered as is aforefaid.Thefameholy father mi(- 
finp his di(h of porke,which was wont to be one of his (landing dimes ? (for he lo- 
ucd porkc and peacock exceeding well) when his ftcward told him,that the Ph/- 
(ition had giuen order there fliould be none ferued in, becaufe it was hunfull for 
his health: he would not take this reafon for good payment , but began to defpitc 
him wh ofc vicar he boafted himfelfe to be, faying : Porta mi quel mto ptatta, all df 

pettodt DwFetchmcmy*Porkeindefp%htefGoJAnxadir>g of which ftory, that 

came to my mind which I heard reported of Pope P*»l the third,how that m pro- 
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cclfion at Koatf, where the <>/>/■/< cV/r////' (as they call it) was fblcmnly caricd be- 
fore hii 11 in proccflfjoij,hc fbould /ay,rhat if the company which went befbrcftaid 
folom:,they would make him renounce ChrilUVhcrupon one ranne beforehand 

willed ! them to march on fafler:for his Holincflc (faith he)is in fuch a r.igc by tea- 

fon of your long flny,that he is ready to renounce .orw 
(ider(gcntlo Header J how handfbmly thefe things hang tc 
went in fok-mncproccflion inbonourofrhebody of Chril 
I' I vsbeleeue) Ihoulddcny Chnft.But they who by thegrace of Gpd haue their cics 

fuch abuics.oueh t to confidcr whar flic Greek proucrb faith of fuch 
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fpccches,that Often when the tongue trippcthjt ttlletb the truth, for (confide 
abulc therein comitted)wcre it not better to deny ChriuVhen to make him fuch a 

mortice dancer in a May-game? An example of this tripping wc haue in him who 
Cud to a Pi idt,Comc and (ay MafTc in an hundred thoufand diucls namcs/or my 

maiuVr is anqrv. Another MaHc-nionging gentlcinan.of Lorraine^ being angry 



f >nne(wlio was a Maffc-maligner) faidvntohim, Get you to Maffc iiy 
the iliucls namc.to MaffaWhcrco'f his fonnc tookc aduantngc, acknowledging 
that his father fp.ike truer then he was aware. But to rcturne to our blafphemers, 
popei. wefind that the* Vicars aforefaid made no confcicncc to appropriate and apply to 

thcmfclucs (fomcincarncft,othcrsiii f p 01 tjrhoft texts of Scripture, wherein he 
( whofe vicars they pretend thcmklues to be) fpcaketh of himfelfe. Alexander 

the fit \ lyins* on his death bcd,vfed the fame words to thofe that flood about htm 



th.it Chrifl did to his A ponies, CMy peace Igttte vntojou^ my peace 1 ieaue with you. 

And Pone Paul the third knew how to apply the words of Saint Paul: I would wifh 

r» y fife fparatcfro,/* (hnjlfor »jy brethren .which Are my kinfmen according to thejlejh. 

for being told vpon a time by certaiuc Cardinals in open Confiftory, that he 

could not giuc l'arma and Playfitice to his bafrards.,cxccpt he would damnehim- 
f If. :he anl wcrcd them in this fort, If Saint /Wbaic To tender an affection tohis 



{ #v it ^ . • ...^.•v - 7 ' . 

] countrymen [whom he. calleth his brethren) that he di fired tot 



better 
not true 



I they might be failed; whyftiouldnotlbeare fo tender an affc- 
and nephewes , as to labour to make the m £rc'at with the ha- 
filuati< >n < As for the fpecch of Pope /.r^w.ic tenth, \t futcth 

iff call fpecch of the gallant who fy'\dj>Vcepe not Jor perhaps it is 

place '.out of the nc>v 



IVfiam 'ntjljcanfivered him in this fort, 0 what wealth haw we gotten bythisjfaffl 

^V/^i/Pofwhichblafphcniy.nottmly chisPo^bpttlK' I 0rcate(l'paFtofhi^'^ > 
•" '""heftdegrecif we may iut/geof the tree by hfefrijices,-- 

thefe Si \ Johns. i(^welL 
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in their d 
{omcftv 

ucrfiirics 



li re are alio fundry other blafphcmiesvttcrctj by thefe Sir-i 

{ jmtat ions as in their fcrmons and writihgs^)f which 'IwiJUl 
examples. A popifh Prelate di/jnitingonAtiine ^g«|jj,\{j cvi;t'aine))js ji3 
/aid he wondred that they yndcrftoodnpt j 1 <^*x^ yi'ui^jirtyTtftanicnf ^ 
very pregnant to flop themotithesofthc Luchcraiis. in tiicmatfef Qp/!^ificatipnl' 
by faith onely. for markc ffaid he) when the Apoftlcs were oij tjjeXea inafi)K Jlj 
fliip^jfivfl with the wind, Saint Peter (beinga /.«/^w,^ndtx Igyuing thatj\i$ 
Iwj'W.jjJ ))' is al>le to fine him)fiid vnto Chi'itf, Bid mc come yhtq thee vjw.n' 

the w.\te'n. And(he hauitig bidden him come) K apMnto the lea with hishake^ 

f ith.-mdhaicilyefcapcddtowning : Nay Jicjiad.bm. drowned^ 

Chrifl: had'not miracnhnifly alii ft ed him and pulled him into thefli)p>caufing hj||V 

to returne t ) his woi ke :igainc,viz.to his rowing. Novv then let thefe fellows who 

rely fomuch vpon theit Faith^go and drownc with S.Pttcr if they wiLformypaVtf 
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l am not detcr<nined«to for/ike thefinal vefle/,buc toabidcin it rowing at oneoare 

or qthejr^ftiU labour inland excrCifingmy fclfcit\gc»d workes.tr we had no other 
exam,plc 4 this alonewerc fufficieot to f hew how thefe Sir Ifihns dallied with the 

Scrjpturcs. Howbeit,thcrcareinfiniTclike tobe Found. Antong wbich,fhar of a 
Popifti Pielate is veryf common ,who was not aihamed to lay , that Saint Pad fpake 
many things which he might wall Iraue conccai^d j and thatif hehad confidered 

the offence which might hauc bin taken thcrca^he would haue bin better aduifed 

before he hadlpokenthem . ButwhatgreaterblafphemiescouldaHthediuelsin 
hell deuifcand fbrceV then" tliofe which . we readc in the book* oiConfomittis, 

printed at. CM Man i>y One Gourd ? ontict jci theycare 1510. and after that in'c>tinhr 
places?" where fundry things ate recorded mote like dreames and dorages thci^mie 
(lories. Foe though the world in old tinac was maruailoufly blinded (as wc know) 
in iuch fort that a man would hauethought they had ( through the iu(t tudgmcnt 
of God)fhut their eyes,that they might not fee then iith: yet was it nothing tarhe 

blindoeffa'of thofe blind bayards,whopublifhcd the book of Gonformities^con- 
tainingnacJ) horrible,hideous and helliHi blafphemics, that it i$ almoft incredible 
there fnauld any be found fo graccleAc as once duTft breathe or belch them^out. 

For proofc whereof confidcr thefe part iculars : Ghrift was ttansfigurcd butpnee, 

S. Francis twenty times.Chrift changed water into wine but once,S./>4»V«did it 
thrifc.Chrift felt thepatneof his wounds but a fborttime 



of his for thefpace of twoyeares together. And as for miracles, as giuing fig! 



the blind, rcftoring limmes to the lame, caftingdiuclsoutof men poffefted, and 

raifing the dead , Chrifl hath done nothing in comparifon of S: Franc/. r and his 

brethren. For they haue giuen fight toaboue a thouJand blind* they haue made a- 

bouea thoufand lame to walke,as well men asbeafts ; they haue caftdiuclsput of 

mo then a thoufand demoniacks,and haue raifedabouca thoufand from death to 
life. Is it polfible that a man fliould hearc thefe falfe Friers teach and preach fuch 

ftuflfe as this without fpittingin their faces? what fay I» without fpitting in their fa- 
ces-Znay without tearing thevn in peeccs < True it is indeed,they durfi not fay in 
plainc tcrmes,that Chrift wasnot worthy to wipe ^.Francis his fhocs'for they are 
comets to fay that he excelled the A poflles, the Saints, and the Angels:) But 
hauing confidently auouched that his miracles did infinitely furpafie Chrifts mi- 
racles; they thought there was none fo fimplc but could eafily inferre the conciu- 

fion,though he ltad neucr ftudicd the principles of Logicke . . But I fliall defite 
thcc(gcntlc Reader)to lend thy patient care to other fay ings in this booke, F 

of the forefaid imprcffion:2tai/4 Maria ,vt Francifcus m/tterclur inmundumyPatri 
fuppkcAu\t.lumjjMaria Francifct prtcibm indulgtntiam propeccatortbiuin F.cclefia, 
SancUMarude portiuncuUimpctraaif. that is, The virgin CM ary prayed to Cod the 

Father that he would fend Saint Francitinto the world: and b) hii internum obtained 

pardon for finners in the Church of Saint Mary dt Portiuncula. But herein confi- 

Aeth the very qttintefienceofimpudencyjin that they make theScripturc to conic 
at their whiftle,and fcrue their diucllifli legendary lics.which they haue coy ned 
of their S. Francis. As when they fay fin the fame place) Francifcus eft in gloria VH 
TatrtsfhiUz .that is, S. Francis is in the glory of God the Father. He that defireth to 
hearc more of fuch abufcs,dcprauationsand falfifications of holy Scriptuie all on 
a thrum,Farrcmorc incredible then theformcr,lethim reade that which is written 

ioX^Chrifits* fecit Franciftum ftbi ftmiletn'.primo in vita virtuoptukinde impreftone 

figmatti.Hincdc btato FrancifcoilladFMlepaflici^.dicitttr^Non eft inuentttsftmilis 
ilfttfui confernaret legem Excel ft. Qttjbus verbis jbeati Francjjci celehritas,pr*clarttas, 
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fan flit as >& f*»*a radtofa declaratnr. Fuit enim homofjnceripmm. IttoMiditerfiut- 
modo,&adquid Dem fecit Francifcum,opndttur Gem tfis i.&t-vbificfcribiturjA* 

tiamrn kominem(id eft FrAttcifium)ad imAginem & fimilitudsnemnopAm:&pr*ftt 

pifcibus maris, cr volatilibut cali, & befiijs terra t i>niuerfa% creator*, omni^rtptili 
quodmouetur in tcrrA.EtfcquiturformauitDcsuhominem dclimotcrraidrinjpirauit 

in faciem euu fpiracalum vitd&fiBm eft homo in anima vtuentem. Sequitur, Pofuit 

turn in Paradijo } vt operaretur & cupdiret illu. Ft ibidem y Exomni ligno Paradifi CO- 
medr.de ligno mem (cientia boti ef maline comedo. Et fubditurMuod Demait^quod 
mn erat bonum effe homintm folum : & fecit ei adiutorium jimile fibi . Ft talit warn 
de cops eitu, & ex ea Euam .tdificauit. In quibtu verbis oftenditm quod B.F rand fetes 
fuit homo jrimb fingularipmu4 t( jra Deoinmundum defiinatm^ noneafufortuiio^akt 
hominumconfilioifcddiuinaprouidcntiatfuaregulantur omnia, ldeo ad hoc oftenden. 
dum <#«>«r,Faciamus. Verbum ef totius T rimtatis beatum Francifcum admundum 
dirigentis. Secundbfl nod fuit homo fyncerifsimns, & a corf oris brutalttate figreg 



quia homo fuit, & per confequens non fenfualis, aut fcnfualitaii corporis dedttus^ fed ab 
i feparatns^rationabilis t & rations frbditus <jr fubieCim .Sic enim motusjenfuak ' ^ 




pwnitentia aril tori vt hojlem domepcum per fecit fubijeeret ,& fined 

taterationipareret. Tcrtib ,quodfuit homo pcrfetUfsimusiquia ad imagine 4 Dei, Quar- 
to, homo exemplarifsimus : qui a adD et fmilitudinem . guintojn vita rigidiftimui'.quU 
pifcibus mans prafuit. Sexto juAngelis dileclifsimusiquiAvolatilibuscfilituntfusfuit. 

Septimo t cunliispeccatoribusamicifsimus:quia bejlus terra. Otlauo^ Deovnitifsimus: 
idto prafuit vniuer ft creature. Tfyno y dtakolo mfejlifsimusi quia omni reptili terra. 

V ccimopa reputatione abieflifsimus.quia de limo terra.Vndecimo .gratia plenifttmusx 

quia infpirauit in faciem eiusjpiraculum vita . Decimofecundo y operationevirtuofifti- 
tnusx quia fatluseii in animam viuentem. Decimotertt\Vei contemplatione itttentifsi- 
mas r quia in Paradifi ft m per erat. Decimoquarto 3 verbo efficacifs'tmus : quia operants eft 

falutemmultorum.Dccimoquintojn omnibus ordinattfsimus:quiacuflodiHitfe&4liou 

D ecimoftxthjmitator AfoUolorum & perfc&oruxquia ex omni tigno comedit. DecimO' 

feptim\excecrator feeler umcontr a Deum commifjorjtm: quia de iigno mAli noncome- 
ditJUcimooStauo^aupertatisdefponfator^&abdicatorterrenorum : quia Adiutorium 

fimile fibi ^videlicet y contubernmm pauper tatis eft fibi datum. vltim\ordinator omnit 
fundi it at is & religionis-.quiaexeo Ecclefia quoad tres or dines eH format a . Tres enim 

prop dynes ex ipfo funtjuelut ex Uteris cop germinate rjr product** 

That is,Chrift hath made S.Francis like to himfelfc:firft,in his vcrtuous life: next 

in imprinting his wounds in hisbody.Whcrupon it is fa'x^Ecclepa ft. ^f.T here root 
none like vnto htm in keeping the law of the moft high, V Vhich words fet forth the 

fame,thc excellency, fan&ity,and glory of S.Fnncu. Item,of what quality, how, 

and to what end God created S. Francis fet downc <?t*.i.&.i.chap. where it is 

laid,Itf w make »4«(that is S. Francis) after our image and fimilitud^jiAndkt him 

haue dominion ouer the ft jh of the fea,the fowles of the ayrejhe beaftsofthe field and all 

creeping things which mouevpontheeArth.K^ then irfollowcth, Godmademanof 

the (lime oftbe earth t andbreathed into his face the breach oflif^andmAn was mAde 4 

liuing foulcMcmjhe Lord God took man And placed hin\ in tbegAtdUf Eden to drejje it 

and keeps //.and comanded him,faying,o/rwry tree of the garden thou fhalt eate y but 

of the tree of knowledge of good and euill thou fhalt noteAte, After it is (aid,// it not good 
that man flmldbe alone : and hi made him an helper like vnto himfelfejnd tooke out 9M 

of his ribs and thereof made Eue, By which words it ismanifcft,firft that S. Francis 
wasamoftfingular man, one whom God had preordained mould come into the 

world, not by chancepr by the counfcll of men, butbyhisowncprouidence, 

whereby 
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whereby he diipofeth and goucrnetb all things. And therefore it is iayd , Let vs 

make. A fpcech vttcred by all the perfons in the Trinity , appointing S* Francis to 

come into thc'worId.Secondly,that he was moft pure,void of allcarnality,bi uridi- 
nes and feniualiry : for he was a man,and (6 confccjuently not carnal nor addicted 
to flcflily lufts as beaftsarerbut excmpt<from it,as hauing an vnderftanding foule, 

obedient 8c fiibie& to rcafon.So that through his ftriel penance, hefo wel curbed 
and kept in his fcnfuall'appciitc^hat he perfectly foylcd and brought vndcr his in- 

tcftinc cncmy,obeying rcafon without difficulty . Thirdly* moft pci fc£t, bcxaufc 

he was created in the image of God. Fourthly,a moft perf vdl exemplar or Idea of 

allgoodncfTe, becaufe be was made after the (imilitude of God. Fiftly,of a moft 

auftcreandftricllifeibccaufehchadfoueraignty ouer the fifties of the fra. Sixt- 
ly,moft beloued of the Angels, becaufche was ioyned to the fbwlcs of the ayre. 
Seucnthly,a great friend to all finncrs,becau(ehc had Lordihip ouer all thebeafts 

of the Held. Eightly,moft ncerly vnited to God, becaufc lie v^ as ruler and goucr- 

nour of all creaturcs.Ninthly,a mortall enemy to the diuel 9 bccaufe he had power 

ouer all that crcepeth on the carth/fcrn hIy»of all men moft bafc in his o wne con- 
ceit, becaufe he was made of theduftof the earth. n.Moft replenished with 
gracc,bccaufc God breathed imo him the breath of life, 1 2.Ful of vcr tuc and ope- 
ration, becaufebc was madca liuing foule. 13. Rauiflicd with the contemplation 
of God,becau(e he was alwayes in Paradilc.14.M0ft mighty in word,becaufc be 
(aueci many.15.M0ft orderly in all h is a<5[ibns,bccau(c he ke pt others and himfc lfe 
alfo. 1 6. An imitator of the ApoftlesandofthcperfeCtj for he did eate of cucry 
trec.i7.AdetefterofaIl wickeoneflc committed againft God,bccau(ehe did not 

eateof the tree of knowledge of euill. 1 8.0nethathad(us it were) betrothed him- 

(elfe to pouerty , renouncing the world 5 becaufb G.od^auc him an helper to affift 
him,v!z.poderty to behis companion. And]aftIy,acfi!pcn/crof allfandity and 

religion, becaufe of him the Church wasformed,as concerning the three orders : 

for thofc three branches fprang out of him, as from a rib taken out of his fidc.Nay 

there is no tcftimony of Scripture from the firft: chapter of Genefis to the end of 

the Apocalyps , which is not vfcd or rather abufed to magnific and fet out the 

order of S. Francis. Fol. 8$. Ft idea lohannes Euan gelt (la ,po(}quam i^ipoccap.y . de- 

fcripfit tcmpus mtfsionis B^Francifciftilicetfub apcrtion<Lj fextifigtlli^ & quomodo eft 

mifftuiqutAvt Angel/uhabensfignum fteiviuipbditdtmultiindinc, Vrancif 'ci pra- 

dicationejvita & cxemplo, <jr fnorum fbciorum^ ad Chrislum conuerfa cr conncrtends, 

<$unm dicit ,quod 'vidit numerum fignatorum^ centum qttadraginta quatuor millia ex 
omnitribttfiliortm Ifraekhoc pot eft exponi, quod in hoc ordme tot effent futurifratres> 
pe conuer tendt per fratres i dcdutlo populo ad Damnum hoc in or dims proceffu.Vcl 

tempore Antichrifti^qmndo hicordoJlefiruHis al'tis ordinibus ^pradicabit contra \*sfn- 

tichrifium. Et tunc iuxta ditla Apoftdli& Scriptur^&ApocxAp^^eliqmalffaeUd 

Domhum con utr tent nr. Vel potefi dici^quod per numeru certum {iuxta modum ioquen- 

di Scripma)accipitincertum:Vt nonfommfmt fig»att % fcilicet habitu Francifci & cru^ 
cifixijtutum quadraginta quatuor millia Jed infiniti alij. Et hoc v'tdetur lohannes in- 
nuere/juum fubdit, quod vtdit poBpraditia tur bam magnam^quam nemo dinumerare 
poterat: ex omnibus trifmbtu , populis rjr linguis^&c '. Sic ergo muhitudine locorum per 
angulos msthdt diffufor'Am^pparctmuUitudofratrnm qui funt tfiius ordtnis* 

• That is, 

And therefore Saint the EuahgcliftCApocal.7.)hauing fet downc the time 
when Saint Francis mould be fent into thcworld , namcly,at theopening of the 
fixtfealc: and in what fort, viz; as .m Angell hauing the fighe of chcliuing God: 

T 2 he 
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He tclleth vs of the multitude which mould be concerted to Chrift bythe . holy 
H S doarinc of him and his fellows. When he faith,that the number of thole 
wh vv ere S was an hundred foi tie and fourc thoufand of aU the tribes of 
Hnel which maybe thus expoundcd,that there mould be fo many Friers of that 
0 Jda o?of luch as were to be conuertcd by their meanes, (the people being 

h -ouohi Into the Lord)and that in the continuation of the ofttyor rather in he 

Ik Apocaly p.chap. 8 .) The remnant of Ifrael fhall be conuerted to the Lor d. Or 
may be fa d ,that by a certaine number (in the Scripture phrafe)is meant an vn- 
cSeNo^t, that there (hall not onely be an hundred ill ty and fourethou- 

r»id FratirifcuHt and Otftfc* fcaled, but an infinite number of others alfo. And 
MF ra ""l casA ;,L meaning when he (aith, that hefawagreat — 



could not bcnumbrcd,orall tribes, people & tongucs,&c.So that the 



0- 



„ miluucw , may be gathered I by the multitude oftheir Codcnt 

uancrs and cornets of the worl £ And fot+in the fame page before the former 
lace, we haue thefc words: jQuibm & alijs q«« htc omtttutur quanta eft glorta beatt 

rmifct/ttidenterafl^ 

Hem n, ca lovrtmnmhsbtt magnum: & infedecelft fttbltmatur.vt detpfodtcatur 
iommo lefu Mud PfJtm olhui, Gloria & honore coronafit cumgr miUtutllt toper 
wa mJuum tuarum. Dedit enim tlli gloriam regni q^alemmllusantt emhabutU 

pwal -0 tint is bywhichCandfundryotherparticularshcreomttted)umayap. 
>care ho waeat the glory of Saint Francis is , and consequently haw great a re- 
md he iiacli in heaucn 5 and how he iscxalted and fet ina high throne. For Pfil 
I the holy Ghoft faith to Gluift concerning him,Thouhasl crovmed hmmthgL 
-lewd h»o urjmd hail fet him ouer the writes iff Ay fundi . For he hath giucn him 
areata n.ealureof glory in hiscclcftiall kingdome,theneuerhcgaucto anybe- 
kne h.m.i.Paralip.29. And U^TmUtlmkamVrmtfm^f^^Au$ 

•a- • tint i Saint French was alfo manifefted to many proumciall minifters 5 when 

he Vftablilhed the laft rule. At which words of Saint Franch.Chrti boWing him- 
fcHe,(iud,that that was his meaning touching the obferuatiori of the rule , and 
thereupon ci icd with a loud voice in their hearing,that himfelfe and not S.Fr4»- 
as was author thereof . It is there further raid, that Saint Francis kept cucry lot 
a, 1 ddttleofthelaw.Audfol.i7.thathe W asPatriarcb,Pro P hct Apoftle, Martyr, 

Doftor, Confcflbr.Viigio, Angell, nay aboue all Saints whatfocuer, moft con- 
formable to Thrift. And fol^he fcttcth downc the names and /irnames of his 

tweluc Apoftics, viz. Petrus Cathanei , Johannes deCapeUa,Philippus Lows, &c. 
And ftraight after he faith , As lud.ts Jfcariot wis caft out of thcoflficc of Apoftlc- 
fliip vndcr Chrift, fo Johannes de Cafella was put from his Apoftlclhip vndcr Saint 
Francis. And what would wc more? when they ftickc not to fay (fol.aao.) Beatus 
Framifcm tit td.it us fuit titttlo Utvsper conformitatem quamhabuit ad vttamleju: 
N a / A-i b n v s quia vigo pttrtfimaK t xftnfium inter jorum & extewrumcuftodtd & 

daHdum(blicitauit:thtt is,Sairu Francis was called lefts m regard of his conformity 
witli him in his holy life. A Tinzarite, becaufe he was a moft pure virgin. A Jft»g, 
as hauin »» power and dominion ouct his inward and outward fenfes .Of the lewes, 

benufc £at being full of fpirituall and hcaucnly ioy,he ftirted vp all creatures to 
praifc God.But enough of thefc diabolical and damnable fpeeches : for I fuppole I 
am come to the height of die blafphemous impieties of thefeMonkiflimifcreants, 
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if Tmay focall them to exprefTc the impictic, whereof their bhfphemicsgiuc iuf- 
ficicnt tcftimony. 
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5 Touching blafphcmics which haue bene vttered in the pulpit by Popifli 

Preachers,! wil here alleadgc (bmo few examples as an additament to the tor mer, 
yet Co as it I haply omit any which lhall afterward come to my mind in thelecond 

part of the Apologie( where I am to (hew how our aunceftors iufFcred their Prea- 
chers to lcade them by the nole) I will not miflc there to infet t them, hot the pre- 
fent, I rcmembcra fpecch which Menota French man,and BareUtem Italian deli- 
uered in the pulpit,containing fuch a blaiphcmy as were enough to make the haiic 
of a mans head itand vpright t viz. that rather then Chrift fliould not haue bin cru- 

cificd,the virgin Mary would haue crucified him with her ownc hands.Tiue it is, 

they allcadee their authors,and further addc that it proceeded ofan carneft defirc 

flic had of the Valuation of mankind . But becaufe it might othcrwifc haply fecme 

incrcdiolc,I will here fet downc their ownc words, quoting theplacc where they 
are to be fpund . Firft then in the lermons of Menot fbl.169. col.3. towards the 

end jfomwhat befo/c thefc words, Finis euangelwtim qvadra^e/sma/m } wcrcacic as 

followeth: ab oremagijlri Huet, m conuenta Parsftetsft f>rxdkantu,qudd fitoon 

alim fc obtultffctjvirgo Maria tamo zjclo amabat redemptionem generis humani , quod 

ppoprijs manibm jiltum cruciftxiffet. As for BarclctejctMtVc what he faith of the blet 
fed vitgin/ol. 1 15x01.2.^1/4 tempore pa\sionis gamuts fit dolores effent intenf\ <vU 
den do ft Hum ajjltgijamert vole bat filtum mors pro human,* generation h falutc^j. Et vt 
dn it At chiepifcopus y Si alius modus non fuifjetjpfamet filium proprimn occidiffet : quia 

non minor eras char it at (ua quhn Kjdbrah^qui f hum f turn erat par at (0 occ/derc^, 

Mor.oucr.hc faith that the Apoftles went to complaine to her of her fbnnc , be- 
caufe he keptnot touch with them in fending the holy Ghofttand that there- was 
a diflention betweene the Father and the holy Ghoft 9 who feared to come into 
the world, left they fliould be dealt with as the lew es dealt with Chrift. VndtU 
Jlo mane veniunt ad cMariamJtcentesflutfitustutu tiobis promiftt mitt ere ftmtnm 

fancinmihodic ftnt decern dies quod afeadit^ adhucjpiritttm ftntlum non mift\ Ft 

virgo,Non dnbttetisquod hodieomnmo mhtet:necaknmittere debu/t,F.t ritto^Quan- 
do Detis traxtt populum de captiuitdte J&gypti, qtiinqluigefimo di<Ljdefeendit in forma 

i^nis in monte S mat, dan do legem: fuit f gut a , quod'quinquagefmo die refw rettiwu 
futtfios Itbcrarct & viuifcaretyvnaeponamuinosin ohattone. Petruscutotaiijsfi adv- 

nam partem pofutf.Lazartts cum Lxxij.ad aliam:&\Magdalcna cum afys viultmbus 
ad altam \ ejr virgo Maria in medio. In cftleflt paUtiofaBa eft dtfjentio inter Patrem 
Spirit urn fanttum. O pater Qnqtiit filitu)promifi ApdfioHsmeUparaflitHm & confpti* 

torem:Umpusaduenitn>tproM/jfionemattendam.Cuipater^SHm)eonie^^ 

ritmfanttoXui Spiritusfanttus^Dicmttriquomodo tetrattauerefcut film ^idem^J 
per cbaritfacjtiidjlcndit it (attu & mams (ypedctperforam. Hen mmijed vadatni* 

aliameffoimjAodnonaitdebuntmeta^^^ 

lhsefi^e)^mc<xlbfomstinquamd^ienkntii^£ t Sit<''. fol.i^S.eol.r. < '-"J 

6 But let vs heare another difcourfc of the fame Preacher jfttiffed With fwf t 
greater ahd more incredible blafphemlos', cfpeeially confidcrlngMar the ctrikrfM 

myftery of Chriftian religion is thereby prophined. F0I.2 aovcol^.'thefe b< b& 

vvordstj^i'www ab aierno DeusPKtdeJtinauertt^t.^ which becaufe thtyrarc f<lm-> 

what long & rcdious,itf hall fumce to tranilatethem in to Englifl^ridging theih 

in fomc plices:) ThodghGod (faith hejhad decreedVhc incarnation of his &in, 

and the nidation of mankind from all cternitie- yet if was his wiiaHdJpleamre'thar 

it fliould bo impctrated by our prayers,and the proyoti oi holy peopW ; fetha^ tho 

T 3 holy 
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holvfathweucnwirhtearcsdcfiredtofeethatday ; and how great their dcfirc 
wJtheScripturcsdcdarc.Now^^^ 

(who liucd to long) (ccingthcy could notobtainc the thing which they defired, 

refolued to fend AmbaflTadours. Firft £/iy,faying chap.i 6. Lorded the Lambc^ 
the vouernour of the land ( Agnum dominatorem terr.t.) And chap. 45 • Tin heauens 
fed dome pur dew from abou^&c. And in the ^.chapter, O that thou woutdeft 
breake the heartens and come downer , and that the mountainet might melt at thy pre- 
face Af hr that,the Prophets fend Mojesfxod.4. Ob/ecro Domt^mittequem mtf- 

fumer. that is,/ befeech thce,o Lord > d htm whom thoujhouldcfijend: that is, thou 

haft fent me before for a particular dcliuerancc, now fend for the general! dcliue- 
rancc. After thar,thc Kings lent zW,whofpakc thus, Lord )hew<v$*by mercy,ana 
cm vs thyfauing health Abet all thefe came ^iaron ,fcnt by the Pnefts,who laid, 
Lord bow the heauens and come down<Lj. In the Jaft place came the Churcl 



ftid Stirre vp thy flrenph and come, O Lordltft vpthy felfe. The Patriarches feeing 



quclb tookc no placement women, Firft Madame tue wenj and fpake 
thus]rhoa ha) condemned vs for ourfmne^et remember it not q God, but deliuer me 
out ofthisdarke dungeon. TowhomGodanfwcred, jE«<rthou haft finned, and 
therefore art vnvvorthy my fonnefhould be fent into the world for thy lake. The 
fcoond was Madame Sara, who faid.O Lord hclpe vs : to whom God anfwered, 

Thou art not worthy :for thou didft not bclccue that thou fliouldft conceiuc and 

bcare a fonnc.Thc third was Madame Rebecca 3 xo whom God faid,Thou J^di} 
thy felfe partiall betwecne Airland Efau.T\\Q fourth was Madame ludttb^ho 

God anfwcred,Thou haft bin a murthercr.Thefift was Quecnc tfiherfo whom 

he (aid , Thou louedft vanitic toomuch.whcn thou deckedft thy felfe to plcafc 
Kiug Alfuerus. At laft they lent a maid of fourtccne yearcs of age,who with a dc- 

ir£t md Ihamcfaft countenance kneeled downe and faid, / befeech thee(0 my Cod) 




that he may eate of his applet. (Tl 

den was the virgins womb.) Which when the fonne heard,he faid vnto his fat 

O my father,Ihauefrom my youth louedthis maid, andhauc laboured tohaue 

her to my fpoufe.Whcrupon $od the Father prefently calling the A ngcl Gabriel, 
/aid vnto him, Gabriel go quickly to Tiazareth to Mary, and cany her thefe letters 

from me, and tellhcr that I hauc chofen her to be my w itc.Thcn faid the Sonne, 
And tell her from me,rhat I hauc chofen her to be my mother , and that I will be 
incarnate in her wombc^ I will be her fonne,and (he (hall be my mothenDeliuer 
hci this mcdage.Thcn fpake the holy Ghoft,and faid , I will dwell in hcr,and fne 

fliall be my Tcmple ; Cary her this mcHage from me.Then G abrtel cormwo, to her, 
faid,c^«f gratia plena,Dominus tecum. Ab A (quod eft fine) & Fe,culpa^mmunts a 
trrphci re. be qoibus Apoc. 1 2 .Ve,ve,ve, habit atttibus in terra. Gratia pl<»M . ^ iinn 1' 
mus Bene y Gratia Plena.quod ceteris per partes^rc. At thefe words of the Angell (he 

was fore troubled.Now flic bad three gentlewomen with her, Prudcncc.Virgim. 
ticandHumilitic. Andfirft (hewent to Prudence to hauc. her counfdl, fay mg, 
O mylouc, tellmeyour opinion, whatl wcrcbefttodo. Prudence aflfwered, 
Unary, I confider that which is written in the 2p.ch.1p.of Ecclci1afticiis,Hf that is 
hah tooiue credit Js liq))t mwded.hwd therefore it is welLfoid in the Gofpcll , that 
UUarj mufed in her felfe what mancr of Mutation thacmight bv.EccJeffaflicusp. 

Audi taccnf t &Pro reuerentia acted* tibi bontgratia. Giut em and be fill, and fir thy 

«ood behauiour thou jhalt be Idued . The Angell feeing her thus troubled, (aid vnto 
her,Fearc not Maryi why art thou afraid < After this (he asked counfeirof her fe- 

cond gentlewoman Vireinitic, who faid vmohcr, OM'ry askc the Angell how 

0 thou 
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thou (halt concciuerif he anfwer and fay,By the leed of mansbeaf e him away with 

a cudeell.O 'muencuU t quando vefits amatores mminant impudica p frc. How can thU 
bes, feeing Imuer knew man? The Angell imCwetcd 3 The My Ghott jbaUcime vpbn 
thee,and the power of the mofihigh pja/louer^adowthee^andtherefore^c. And a lit- 
tle aftcr,Therc was a difputation who ftiould workc this redemption,whether rhe 
Father,thc Sonnc,or the holy Ghoftj and it was agreed that the Sonne fhould be 

the Redeemer. And the reafon ? &c. 

7 And if it were poltibJc for thee (gentle Reader) to hauc 16 much patience, 
I would further defire thee to trade this other difcourfe of the fame Prcacher,that 

thou may ft Cce how he is like himlelfe in al!.things>and how one blafphemy draw- 

cth on another: For fol.i 68.coL4.he faith, K^iltercafio facia efi t quit debebat tre ad 

matremjutntiare banc refurreftioncw. ^Adarn dixit, mini incumbitjjye. The mea- 
ning of which words (as alio of the reft which en/iic touching the lame argumer ) 
is this.lt was debated amongft them, wholhouldgo tothcblclTcd virgin Chtifts 
mother ,to(ignific her fonnes relurredionr^^iwiaid^hat it was his dutie to go 5 
For (laid he) I was thccaulcof the cu ill, and therforel oughttobethecaufeof the 
contrary good.But Chriftanfwercdhin^Thou would ft (haply) tarry by the way 
toeatefigs. Abel faid that rhat office belonged to him rChriftan/ivcrcdjNo verily} 
for thou mayft ( pcrha ps)mect thy brother Cain by the way , who wijkil thee.2^4 h 
alio ofFcrcdnimfelfc,iaying,thatthat honour was due to him: to whomChriftan- 

fvvered,Surely thou fli alt hot g03for thou loueft drinke too well, lohn Bapttjl (aid^ 
I will go : Nay (aid Chrift,thou of ail other lhalt not goj for thy garment is but of 
haire.The theefefaid^har that office beloged to him:but Chrift rciec^ed hirnXoi 

(laid he) thy legs are broken. In the end an Angell was fent, wh6 began to chant 

it out in this (otiyRe^nacarl^lttarerA/IelufaA.Refurr^xst ficm dixit y Alleluiab. And 

ftraightaftcr cameChrift with al the Saintj,ana the Virgin,&c.Thcrcarcal(b fun- 
dry other bWphemous (pecches as wel in this as in the reft of their iolly Preachers^ 
(though principally in this: ) but becauft thofe(which now come to my rcmcm- 
brance)ave more tollerable,and for that I am not at lciftirc to (ccke after others, I 
will content my felfe for this prefcnt with thefe aboue mentioned. The texts ojf 

Scripture I hauc here allead^ed, as they arc to be found in the vulgar Latin Bible! 
But with what brazeh-ficed impudency they were wont toabufc them, (hall bei 
fhewed hereafter. ■ ■ 

8 And now I proceed to tho(c vmoixifpheme G od indeediwhich vice I (aid 
was propertoChurch-,men:where laducrriled the Headenthat I topkc the word 
blafphemy in a tnbrcgcncMll acct'ption then ir is edmm'only taken , hauingfc^ 

p«A ro thCGrceke Etymology. For aslie thar vilifies the Kings crownc (being 
but his valTall) or fets himfelfc in the mrone of the kingdome or ihaire of cftate, 

doth commit no'leffe treaifbn againft the maiefty of Mc Prince,th'eri he that vtte- 

rerh fbmc ^ntemptiblc fpee'ch dcrbgaring frohi |"Msfbueraigncry, crownc and 
dignity :{&(doubtles)hc,mat arrogatcth to himfelf ^fuinc power In word or dee^j, 

may as properly be called a blafpherheif of God .But Forafmuch as tlvc ftgn ifTcat ioii 
of the wor^hath not bin vfually ftretched fo farre 5 t wil not greatly ftand roVrcuc 
the cafe, whether it bp la wful to vfe it fo or no: it malMcc that I hauc flic wed ypo 
whatg^oulnd I thus v 1 ^ it. But ifany:nfan fhall thfirnk that it mayYiiore fitly be cab- 
led high trcalon againft'tlic higheft N-td)eftie,I willf(6^ greatly contend, with n.irjfi,. 

Now! woiifd here ihftarfce this w^dvetadplei, biit that they afCjio pbuious and 

oni inahrjhiqhwayes fo Waincthat'd guide \torc'riceo1eftc. For ,t6' fay nothing of 
that rriih Srfinne, who caUing himieft c Godon eartH;caufcth (rfs much as irt Kim 

' T 4 lieth) 
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lieth ) as great homage to be done vnto him as vnto God : arc not they (I befeech 
you) vibrpersof the honour propcronely to God who take vpon them to a*<- 
cr«e,blcffc and abfoluc > nay to open hcaucn to fomc,and fliut it againft othc 

Notwirhftanding the world (wc fee) fwarmcth with fuch verminc in aU p 



Church of Rome hath loft nothing of her crcditc. And albeit this kind 



of blafphcmy be peculiar to Church-men (as hath bin faid j yet I am not ignorant 
that Princes alfo( who of their humane would make a diuine maiefoc)may wcl be 

inrollcd in this rcgiftcr . But to (hew how many wayes they offend m this kind, 
would bean argument noleflc odious then tcdious,andchie6y tor me, who by 
all mcancs labour to make fpeedy difpatch of this prefent treatife. . 





CHAP. XXVI. 

Hotv tha t as there are firmer fwnes committed at thu day then euer before^ 

fi God w foils jf ranger punijlments vpon the authors 

andintuntorsofthem. 

Aint Auguflinc among many his memorable fayings,hath one very, 

notable and worthy fo excellent an author, viz. that if God fhould 
openly punifli cucry finncand rranlgrcflion in this lifc,it would be 
thought he rcferucd no puniflimcnt for thclaft iudgernent. On the 

other fide 3 if he fhould not inflirt open and exemplary puniflimcnt 

vpon fomcl>rf cndcrs,mcn wold not bcleeue that there were a diuine prouidence. 
Therefore when wc fee any brcakc forth into hainous enoi mities,and yet to (cape 

fcot-free,(at leaftwife for auehr wcknow) wc mould call not oncly out religion 

but our wits alfb into'qucftion,if wc fhould hereupon inferre,that wicked men el- 

cape the hcauy hand of God,and that their finnes rcmaine vnpunifhcd And ve- 
rily I cannot but wonder whatfhouldbc the reafon that this point cannot hnkc 

into the heads of Chriftiahs,confidcring the very heathe haue by thedun candle- 
light of natural! rcafbn attained to this iecrct or Gods prouidence: as WC may fee' 
ir? Plutarch ,and in the grcatcft part of Pocts,as namely in ccrtaine verfes alleadged 

by Uiprn Martyr. Notwithrtanding thcrcisa further point to be marked, viz.rnar 

God doth not onely infli& outward or ciuill puniflimcnts vpon mcn/ucb as ma- 

giftratcs arc wont to do ; but rcfaucth fome to himfelfe which the bodily eye can- 
fccjwhicfr lie manifeftcrh when it feemtth good vnto him . Thcfe are the ex* 

utfitc torments and tortures which wicked men endure in theirconfr 




foranhourcoraday,butformanyycarestogether. WflvlKrurTerethof;entwes 
the wormc of confciencc to gnaw vpon them almoft al their Hues long^ut if this 

punifhmcnt (may fomc fay) be fo fecret and hid from the eye of matv, . ; ho.W <ja n 
we reafon or fpeake thereof? Verily to omit infinite tcftimonics as wclf faqcd as 

phanc ftories , this hell of conference difcoucreth it fclfe in fundry perfons >y 

fFccfe, asPhyiitionsd6diTearcsbyfhcir/ymptome5, though ncucr iofecrer 




and coucrcd oucr w ith ncuer fo fairc a skin . And as great men in nmes, pall were 
more obnoxious and liable to fuch diftrclTcof confden<;^as.(torics r^f!ota|nr 

drytyrantsO&wcfecitmin;^ 

andfct(asitwcrc>onthetopofform^ 



thcmfclucsrand how they are necc/Tai ily inforced by theif continuallcariag^d. 
courfcof lifcto vctifie the oWw'wg,NeedsmHjlhcfeanm<myphomm^ 

' whereof 
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whereof wc haue a very pregnant proofe and notable example of one in thcfe 

daye^who dealt with France for a timc,as Diogenes did with his tub, when he rol- 
led ir,ttimbled & tprted ir,oucrturned it, and knocked our the head of ir,or rather 
played at tennis with that kingdomc and the King thcrcof.For what ioy (may we 
thinkc)can he haue to line (whar flic w fbeucr he make J who feareth nothing more 

thenarmcs, and yet hath nothing wherein he may put more confidence then in 

armcs? who dare truft no liuing man,nor yet make fhc w that he diftruftcthany 
Whofc fcare, which lodgeth with him at home,accompanic(h him alio abroad 
who is conftrainedto put no difference betwecne friends and foes , but equally 

fufpecleth alkln ftimmc;who the more he thinks vpon the occafions of his fcare, 

the more he hath canfe to fcare < May we not well thinke that fuch a man begin- 
neth his hell in this world,in ftead ofenioying fomcfmall plcafurc in the remain- 
der of his life? Could a man hauedefired of God a better reuenge for his ere- 
tifmesfatelmifmes and P baiartfmcs >thcn this? But to come to other wicked men, 
who arc not adtianced to fo high a degree of honor,but are glad to crouch to fuch 
gallants: All men might haue taken notice(at Icaft wife hcard)bo w the Lieutenant 
who was graced by a French Poet with the title of Radamamhua^nd (who defer- 
ucdin a double r efpeel to be called Lieutenant crimlHall) wasfeized vpon with a 
gricuoii i di feafe (as I heard itreportcd by the Colledgc of Phifitions which had 
him in curcjduring which (teknefle he had fuch a fcrious confideration ofhis lite 
part , that he lay a long time before any man could pcrlwadc him but that he was 
condemned to be hanged. Alas(faidhe)IknowI haue defer ued death: for I haue 
committed fuch and fuch extortion \ I had a hand in fuch arid fuch rapine.- 1 fuffe- 

red my felfe to be bribed and corrupted by malcfa&orc, to the end they might ct 

cape and go vnpuniflicd :I haue too roughly and rlgoroufly intreated poore inno. 

ccnts.tobc (horrj haue made merchandize of my cofciencc cucry way. And not 
c6tent tohouer thus ineeneralities,hecame in particular,to name thole of whole 

death he thought himfclfcguilty, and to ask them forgiuencife.At lafthercmem- 
brcd that the King had often flic wed mercy on malef aftors , and thereu pon con- 

ceining fbme wannc hope ? hc was cuer harping vpon that ming.Now albeit they 
laboured toconfirme him in this concerned hope of pardon,yet he no foonercon* 
fidcred thehainoufneffe ofhis offencCs,but he was rtraight driucn from his hold 



gainc v md faid,thatif the Kinefljould.onccknow them, he would 



htm. And in fcare of this accurfed death (whereunto bethought they were ready 
to leadc himjhad this poore patient died,had it not bin for one of his Phifitions 
who caufed a man to come booted and fpurrcd with letters patents in his hand, 

and to knocke boldly at the doore, andasfoonc ashcwaslctin,tocty/^0, 

pardon -.which was accordingly performed, yet not without putting him (poore 
foulc)in danger of his life; for haumg heard him knocke in that mancr at the gate, 
heperfwaded himfelfe that it was the hangman. And though the party fubomcd 

knew well enough how to play his' pai t, yet could he fcarce make htm beleeue 
that the King had pardoned him .But being brought in the end to beleeue it,& fo 

to pluck vp a good hcarr,he liucd fome few daics aftcr.Howbcit ere long he chan- 
ged this mtfcrablcl'fc into a more mifcrablc death, as wcfhall heare in the fc- 
qucl of this difcourfc. In the meane time let the Reader confider in what mifcry 

he muft of neceffity be, who was thus aflTaultcd ofhis confcience.For then doubt- 
lcfle by reafon ofhis difcafe which diftempercd his braine and intoxicated his vn- 

derftaiiding, he fhewed himfelfe to be the man which in truth he was . And we 

may well think that the Chancclour of France felt no lchc conflict in confciencc, 

when 
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the Dwell. 



2 



lying on his death bed lie cryed out, ^bCardtnall, thou hajl fint <vt d Uo 

parte from this fceret puniflimcnt (which \vc may allure our fclues 
hath fca/cd vpon many)to that which wc fee dayly before our cycs.Fnft thence 
holv Scripture tcachcth vs to acknowledge the hand of God in wanes , pcfhlencc 
and [famine, executing his iuftiudgemcnts vpon vs for our Hnnc^. Whereof the 
preachers (before allcadgcd) hauc not bene vnmindtull toadmomfh vs. As. w hen 
Menot fai t h, £u* (ft catfi qtudfawes Mies r<g**tf*pertcnwijipcc*t*&<^ : 
* <><s tmmes qua nunc regnant? And Bmlcic t K«mc vtdiitttep.portbm tUpfirjuk. 

pejlc pcrcutfimircrc hoc totum propter pcaata inaudtta hominum & nudum. Fur 



the? ctlto* faith of blafphcmers in particular^ God (ends them a red rofc of 
Naples. Now tlien if fuch punifhmcnts be fiirc and ccrtcn tcflimoncrs or finncs 



i 



aigning in the world , and that they haue incrcalcd eucn in thefe dayes: WC may 
hereupon conclude ,that finnc is likewtfe much incrcafed. Howebcit, my purpoie 

is not toinfift vpon 

this chapter occafioneth me ) that as our Age aboundcth with more rare v tllanies 
then cult were knownc or heard of in former time; So God inflifls farre (hanger 
punifhmcnts vpon men for the famc.For proofe herof, how many new & ftrangc 
dilcafes are there at this day raging in all places? And furely great reafon there is, 

that as men arc not content with the fmnes of their anccftors,but adde new to the 
old • fo God in like manner fliould not content himfclfc with ordinary pmiim- 

mcnts but fliould adde vnto them extraordinary plagues. As he hath punilhcd 
whorcdomcof late with that diCcafc which the Frenchmen call the Neapohtanc 
difcafc they ol^/aandother Italians,the French difcafc: But fuch h^h bin the 
frowaidncllcofthcwickcd will of man,that that which fliould haucbencasabn* 

die to curbcand keepe him in,h«h beneas a fpur to prick him forward, cfpcciaUy 
fmcc there were remedies to cure (iich maladies. And now the report goeth,that 
there is a new kind of French poxe, the Quintcftcncc ( as it were ) of tbeformer 
which is limply incurable- which if it be fo, we may attire our (elucs.God vyould 
thcrby teach vs how dangerous a thing it is to harden our hearts againft lus hcauy 
h ind And may wc not well thinke thefe fo many ftrangc maladics(in which Phy- 
iirions are notoncly put to their trumps,butcucn at a nonpltu ) fuch and jomany 
fcarcfull judgements which God inflicls vpon the meaner fort by thcmighty:and 
vpon meat potentates by poorcpayfants: fomany fundry forts ot death more fo- 

daine "and fearefull ,yea and often accompanied with greater defpan c and rage thS 

our Anceftors euer faw or heard of , to be new chaftifemcnts or rather punifh- 
mcnts fenr ol God? YcsdoubtlciTe,whereof wc might find fundry examples lfwc 
would butopenourcyes to behold fuch fpcflacles, as often as they offer them- 
fclues to our viewe. I hauc heretofore (hewed ( where I fpakc of fuch as made a- 
way them (clues) how Bonaucnture de Per ten ( author of that deteflable booke cal- 
led C?«/>/i/«>« w«WO" otwit,lftandin S thc P ains that nis fricn Js cool<e in ^ ct 'P in S 
and watching him (for that they faw him in a defpe rate moodc, ) was found to 
hauc run vpon his fword,h auing fer the pomell to theground, thc point running 
in at his breaft,nnd out at his backc.I hauc further fpoken of a lecretary of a townc 

of SwitzjerUnd who preffcd with a fence & feeling of his wicked lirc(hauii'g made 
afcapefromhfckccpcrs)cafth^ 

fmcc which time (udry like (forks hauccometo my mind.But to omit thole who 
by Gods iuft iudgnncnt haue bcnctheirowncexccutioners ; certen it is that there 

arc many who dye in their bcds 5 in no lefle defpaire & rage then they: who doubt. 

J Idle 
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lcflc,would hauc made the like end, if there had not benca narrow watchfetoucr 

them. The number of which would be found to fcegreat if enquiry wat made. 

But I will here oncly fpeake of certain pcrtccutors, who in chc end hauc bene pur- 

fued fas I may (ay) and perfecuted theiuft iudgement of God,and that vpon 
theopenftage(asit were) in the view of the worid , Andl wiilbeginnewith) 

the Lieutenant Criminall (mentioned in the beginning of this chapter ) who be- 
ing rccouered of a dangerous difeafe wherein he had bene fore troubled in con- 
ference, was fhortly after ftriken withanothet in his lcgs(caHed the wplfe)in fuch 
fort that he loft the vfe of his limmcs , and dyed in theend befliaught,bf his wits, 
after he had a long time barked fas it wcre)at God,as the doggeat the Moone, ha- 



uing nothing in his mouth but wounds^blood, and blafphemy* The Chancdlot 



andXegate du Prat made no fairer market,fiQt withftandinshisbrauchofpitaUCof 
which king Francu the firft was wont to (a y,that it was not large enough loWgc 

fb many poorc people as he had impouerimed. For hedicd at his Honor of 2^w* 
millet pi a ftrange difeafe hauing his ftomackc eaten thorow with wormes, not 

withoutlearefulTcurfing of God through cxtreamc impatience , occafioncd af- 

well by cxtremitieof paine, as rhrou|h fpiteand anger toifee aii his coffm iealed 

vp before his face: fo that he could not refrain but breake forth into there wordsi 

See wffAt U gotten by feruing the king with body And fink? This du Prat was the firft 

that put vp a bil in the court of parlia ment for the detection of herdles,becau fe (as 
he faid)they were full of bla fphcmy; who alfo being .wearied with that long and 

tedious fuire in the cau/e of Berquin , £auc out the firft commiflion for the exami- 
nation, arraignement and condemnation of fuch as flipuld fpeake againft the Ro- 
mune religion. And what befell thc now deceaflcd' steaett Ponchcr Archbifhop of 

T <wra,whil{r. he laboured for thc ere&ing of a /new court , called the burning 

chamberi was he notfeazed vpon by a fearcful difeafe called Lefeude D/< *,which 
began at his hcelcs, and crept along ro his head, fb that he was conftrained to cue 

on ^ne limine after another, and in thc end dyed miferably , vfing no better lan- 
guage then his fcllowcs? Tlic like befell one lohn RtttU counfcllour of thc Patlia- 

mentjwho was one of thc grcatcft burners in his time ( I mean one that railed thc 
hotteft perfecutio againft thc profeflbrs of theGofpcl.that they might be brought 

to the flake ) For as he returned from a court which he had kept againft them 5 he 

was taken with the afore(aid difeafe in his ftomackc and pr iuic par ts,fo that he had 

much ado to get home: thc extremity whereof was fuch , that hauing in a manner 
burnt vp hj§.entrals, it caufed him to end his daics in great mifery, the rather fot 
that he did not once acknowledge theiuft iudgement of God. And as theven- 

geace of God was fpeedily executed vpo him,fo was it alfo vpo another counfel- 

lour of the fame court called ckudiw des Aflcsfox thc very fame day that he had fe- 

tenced a Protcftant to fry a fagot,as he was playing the knauc with one of his cha- 
bermaids,hc was taken with an Apoplexie in the racl^nd fo dyed. Likewifeooc 

lohn Andrew^ Stationcrfwho ferued thefe persecutors and their complices, for a 

fpy)as he was walking for his rccreat ion, was taken with a frenzie which neuer left 

him to thehoure of his de^th, which followed fliortly after* We reade alfo of ftrage 

iudgemcnts which befell thofc that were the chicfc agents in thc perfection fai» 
fed againft the poore people of Cabrier eand Merindolk by all which we learneithat 

thofc who clcape the hands of men, ought alwaies to remember the old Prouerb, 
He is net ejeaped that miUth hid halter. For verily f jch wretches (though quit and 

cleared by earthly Iudges) if we refpeel diuine Iuftice,draw their halters after th£ , 
not oncly in this life, but after death al(b. Which I fpeake afwell in regard of lohn 

kM enter 
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"tMeitfer Lord tfopptdtjs ofothcrs,who wcrcfo ientcnced for cxtonion,pil!ing 

Md pollin R ,(poiling and facking , violence, and all manner of batbaroosand (a- 

tothcir oathes and promiics^nd the tr uft repofed in thcyyhar w Wh was ex- 
3 tbaiaftwfo many notablcplcas & orations in which then knauencs were 
cxccllen tlv difplflicd and laid forth (as it were) in orient colouis,hich t Kcm^iy 

ouninimcntihouldhaucbencnKwcdonthcm.asiTiightrcroainca^ 

Lpetuallprcfidcnt^ 

Jairc floiift for fafluon lake. Now albeit they efcaped thcpumnimehtWhich Iu- 
fticc allotted thctryhrough thciniufticc of men : y et efcaped they -not the hand or 
hcluftlud^ashath bcricfaid. Mtnitrimd the reft of that rout felrir\>cryfeare. 
fully , by a ftrangury and a dilcafc called Ltftu dt IW^hich burnt h,m from the 
nauc vp ward : w Inch grieuous difeafes he bare lb patiently, that fro the time they 
.fcazcdlpon him till Sicloft gafpe , heiceafed no t<> bl 3 lphcme and curfchis 
creator .littlcrcmcmbring the examples of many holy Saints and fcruants of God 
whom he had heard Zinging Halleluiah in the midrt of their" torments, euen then 
when he moft cruelly butchered thcm.Ncither is thcreany maruad to bemadc ot 
this difference,, coniiderihe hee fuffcred afa fcllon and a murthcrer, they as Mar- 



t 




JV thcfecruellcutthroatesortbePopHhClergie, whope 

Protcftants oiptouina before the Lord ot oppdc came amongft them; 
lllut w , aa lacobin Frier calkdJe Roma ( of whofc cruelties 1 hauefpoken lome- 

whatbeforc) who felt thebeauy hand or Godas well adus fdlowcs : forvndcr 

colour of his commi(Iion(,being one of the holy Inquifition) he tyi amzed as well 
ouerthebodics as the goods ot thofc whom he had found to fwarucfrom the 

Church of AVwr,and withdrawing 

With the prey and pillagchc had brought out of prouence. But the polling extorti- 
oner was Ipoilcd of all that he had by his ownc (cruants, and brought to extreme 

-bececrv : and Portly afterfoll into a fearfull difrafevnknownc to thePhyfitions 
which bred vlcers in fun dry places of his body fofull of crawling wormes that his 
flefh fell away by pcaccmcalc , (linking (o intollcrably that no man (no nor yet 
himfclOcould cndurcthc/mell therof.ln theend itgrewto that extremity rhat,hc 
delired fomeman would kilhimjand pcrceiuing that al was but in vain, he offered 
to lav violent hands vpon himfelfc,but finding not how he might put his wicked 
purnofe in execution^ was coftrained to vndergo histormcnts vntotheendmot 
without many outcries or rather howlings ^accompanied wirh curfing & bljlpnc- 
mine the name ofGod : the common and ordinary refuge for fuch wicked wret- 
ches when they fcele themfelues oucrwhelmcd with dolor and grecie. And here 

tnothcrftory comes fitly to my mind, of one who is not won t to be forgotten, 
when we fpeake of the iudgementsof God,to mifetmCaJlellattusjn whom we 
haue as notable an example of diuine luftice as in any vvhofocuer.For haumg bin 
i zealous profclTorof the Gofpell,in thcraignc of king Francis the hrlr,tn fuch lort 
'that he incurred the ill will of the Serbomp (which he then litlc refpcclcd,by rea- 
fon ofthegrcatfauourhc was in with the forefaid Prince) he turned coatcm the 
M joncofkmg//«>wthcfccond,bccaufc^^ 

no'countenanee in the court :in fuch fort that a man would little hauc thought it 
had bene he which pi ofefled true religion before ; and not content to temporize 

and turnclikc the wether cockc with cucry waft of contrary wind,hc went to Or- 
leans (hauine bene newly inftallcd Bifhop of that Sec) to preach againft the religi- 
on which before hehad profefled: whither being come,hc gaue them twoor three 

ftraw- 
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ftrawbery fcrmons. And as he was on a timebclching out his blafphcmies acainft 
the troth and his o wne conference , he was taken fuddenly wit h a difeafe, which 

made his Lordfliip come downc after another manner then he went vp. The re- 
port goes,that one halfc of his body was as hot as fire, and the other halfc ascold 

as lecuoyned with a bloudy flixe,whcreof he died not Jong after, not without ma- 
ny throbs and fear full groncs. I am here to intreat thee(gcntlc Reader) not to take 
offence that I point out fome men in particular,and defcribe them by their names 
contrary tothecourfe I haue taken almoft throughout this whole treatifesdefiring 
thee to remember thatl am not the firft that hauc broken the ice , feeing I deliucr 

thefe things but at the fecond fundus 1 find them fet downe in three f eucral books 
lately publimcd. I fliall further defirc thee toconfider,thatfuchftoriesasthefe 
ferumg fo notably to fet forth the iuft Judgements of God,ought authentically to' 
be rccorded.Notwithftanding I wil fparc the naming of two ot hers,for that I find 
them no where namcd.Oncof which(Itakc it) is yet liuing, whoalbcit he made 
piofemonof the Gofpell at the firft,yet after he had courted ita while, he did fo 

tumeandtemporize,lo apply and accomodate himfelfto the fancies,faai ions and 
humorsof the Court,that Jike^w^cnthraJled to QuccnQOmp^or Samp fort 
befotted with bis Daiitajtic was fo lulled aflccpe in his miftris lap,that he quite loft 
his former credit & reputatio.-fb that he that had heard him.wold litlc hauc thoght 

he had bene the man whom God had endued with fuch cxad knowledge in the 
tongues and arts,that fince that time his match could hardly be found.The fecond 
is of one who had bene Counfeller to the French king Henry the Cccond, and em- 
ployed by him in fundry Embafl&ges 5 who giuing a finall fare well to the truth 
which formerly he bad profefled (fearing left it would lie as a biocke in the way 

tohisprcferment)loftforthwuhhisfenfc andvnderftanding.in fuch fori that he 

becamea mcer fbt and a (enflefte thing. And we haue had within thefe few yearcs 
fuch rare examples of Gods iudgements cucn vpon Princes themfelues,and of /o 
late and frefh memory that they cannot cafily be forgotten,and therforc I fparc to 
name particulars. 

% Now the reafbn which moucd me toalleadge fuch examples of the iudge- 
ments of Godas haue befallen pcrlecutors rather then others, is for that fuch per- 
fection is proper and peculiar to thefe dayes and times : wherein crueltie and all 
kind of impietic like agreat deluge hauc broken thebankes , and ouerflowed in 
more fearfull maner then eucr before: whereof we hauefeenc what hath bene 

the ifliic and eucnt, and God grant that it may be both the begin- 
ning and the end of all fuch tragedies and tur- 

. bulent garboiles. 
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THE HONORA- 
BLE KNIGHT SIR ROBERT RICH, 

AND TO THE WORTHY GENTLEMAN 

Maifter Henry 7$ich his brother: fonnes to the 

right honorable the Lord Rich. 

ft 

<iA 'ring no other meanes out of my fmaU 
fortunes to do j/ou honor (right worfhipful 

and worthy (fentlemen)and tomafy your 

worthimffe kpowne to the world \but only 
thkpaph prefentif do her e^accor ding to 

my ibfig intended purpofeS) prefent you 

with thefecond part ^Sfophfcns QiJj?ologie:defringit may 
remaine withyou as a Mge^hd tejlimonyof my thankgfuL 

neffefor the continuallflaw of your manifold fauours(f 




arre 



my de/ei-ts)and as an earnefi of that 

propmfemindahdynfaimdaffeBion which f bear e to your 

houfe and namc^.Tbe wor^eyoumayiujllychalenge at my 

hands by a double right iFirH in that it was begun at my ho- 
norable good Lord your fathers houfe in EJfex : where being 
destitute of other bookes^dnd fyowing not haw to pdjfe thofe 
hng nights with better recreation: atyour entreaty together 
with my entire friend Monfieur Beau i or t( they our fchooU 
mafterfor the French tongue y and nm^oBour of&hyficke 

in c Ba]il)Ifirft ntndertookjhe worlgbeginning(asyou fyww) 

hit" *ffc»f" fat**s<>with thefecond part in the fir/l place. Secodly 

in that it is done by hint-> ^ho ctweth himfelfi and all he can 
dojoyour hue and fetmcefBut as the firH botne arnon^ the 
fewes had a double portion foyou Sir Robert haiiea ioubl 



tght 
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mht herein about your brother. Fir Jl Jin that your helping 
hand hath not bene writing to the worly, in tranjlating (at 
my motion, and for your owne recreation) the ^Chapter: 
which without any great filing or f ourbijhing ofmine^&ent 
to the prep asitcamefromyourpen\being done fo faithfully 



Jin* to the French , and Jo fitly and finely in regard of 

the En<$ifi pbrafejhatf Jean 'nothing fomuch,aslefl(li{e 
a peeceofyeluetin a beggars coatc) itjhouldjhame therefi- 
due of the worked r nd this Ibothjhould andWould haueje> 
dedwith your other tranfiation ofD.Tylcnm his con 



futation of the TSifloop ofEuveux(wbtcbyou left with mtu 
when you left the Vmuerfttie^but that it waspreuented by a 

worfe. Secondly Jin that youwerc not onely Primusmotor, 

/ he man that firtt fet it on foote • but alfo fa***,, and he that; 

k<P t lt ftM 0)1 ^ e wh ee l es • F° r f not ^ enc fi r fi mmc ^ & 
youjit hadneuerbin begun (atJeaft byme:)and hddyoUHOt 

Jo often calledypon me, aswell byword aswriting.it had lyen 

Jlill in looje learn as an idle toyjitteY to taludibrium veil-- 

i\ y or me ate for the mothesjthen matter for thcTrcffe, .They 
therefore that jhall reape eithetprofiteorpleajurc by this my 
tranfiation ,are to than l^youfory our good motion , without 
which tt had neuer feene the light of the Sun. <Ul nd thinly 
not ( Af.Henry) that you are here excluded- for as it was 
be«unfo was it alfo fim/hedwith facial repel toy our intent 
ded trauaile , that it might furntjh you with matter for difi 
courfejm keeping complement at the French Court, whither 
you haue bene fo often fentfor by your reJpeUtue (fod father 
his Maieflic of France. T you both therefore 1 Jend it, as 
well to doyou honoris to rcceiue honor fro you. Ye t\now this> 
that paperpraifes(bcing nothing but the wind ofmtsDoords) 

can n either eternity our name, nor blazon your fame t o pc 

skriticQas that proud pcdanticly thought, who promifedim 

mor 



THE EPISTLE DEDICATORIE. 

mortalitie to thofe to whom he dedicated any of his Wor^s.) 
Vertuc Onely andvaloutare the highway to true Honor- 
which Mar cdiusjignified by the trpoxTbmpld which haL 
dedicated to the^oddejfes Wertm and Honour; being Jo 
contrwdjhat no man could Center into theTemple^ of Ho~ 
nourj buthtuthat had fitftgdne through \ thaDfVcr tuc. 
$A\ nd the truth hereof mayappeare irut 
iplesi Fortheje foure worthies -of the world J Alexan 




e/e ex- 



der, Ctfiar 3 Ailgufttis / Conftantine* . .of rshofc 

• • # mW .ft • m s <S 



names cities were built akd moneths denominated* con 



time famous euen to this day . . . nAndfo long as the two 
nethsintheyeare,lu\y and 'Augufyam ! thofe two renow- 
ned 'cities , Alexandria andGonftaminopk remained, 
their memory Nerb,Commo- 
dus,anajuch lil^e monfiersjwho attempted the HJ^e (thefirjl on 
laboring tohaue^r'A called r Neronius ; the fecond,Scp 

^ Aurel.Via dc 

tember Commodus) haue fallen to the yery counterpoint " ' " 
of that they aymed at , dying li^e a candle which leaueth the 
fnuffe fiinldng after it • beingnow noway famous but by the 

infamy of Weir wicked Hues. <UFnd what can be [aid of th 
things of France^ called the idlcJaue onely thitjhat they 
haue left nothing memorable 7 but that they left no memorie? 
The lify inglorious end cannot but be fall all thofe who either 

with the idle drone~> eate more then they earne- or w a fie the 



e 



andle in idle play, which was allowed to haue lighted them~> 
to bed. This Ijpeafy not as tuning vpon mcl> tofchooleyou,or 
to readeyou a le&ure as if you were flill in the Vniuerftiejbut 
in dutie toy our Father (to whomy am fo infinitely indebted 
for his honorable fauours) and in hue toy our per Jons, to en- 
courage you on in a good courfejby adding fuell to the fire, and 

oyle to the flameithatasyou are rich in name and in outward 
goods, but more rich in thofe of the body, Jbyou may be moH 

rich 



EPISTLE DED I CAT O RIE 



rich in thofe of the mind, and fo he true inheritors not web 

of your Fathers name and goods, but alfo ofhuvertues,m be 

in? thelhadon of hU mind- maty? his example and .honor*- 
htecourfcs i^Cynofura by vbic h jou are to fofyw 
courfe.For(douhlefcynfo doinpoujhall not ojigfymvl 
Scy 1 la and Ch arybdis, thofe dangeroutwks and deuou- 

nniidfa "»hich lie injourvay, where fdmany.aMWher 

%ttor»ed ^ ,or fufr fhi^m ae^ym hm what 

f meane:) but arriue in the end at the hauen 

of eternaU hanirietfe . And there v 

fleanejou. 



YourWorfh. 

moft affectionate 
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theba 



The "Preface 

Proceed now to profceute the fccond part of tbisprefcnt 
Apologie.For hauine in the beginningof this Difcburfc 
propounded to handle thefc two things 5 fitft the reue- 

— 1 opinion which (bme had of antiquitie : fccondly, 

ic conceit that others had thereof. And hauing 
(hewed how the former did honour and reuerence it,in 
regard of the vertuous liues and valorous dqqffs of their 

aunceftorsjandhow the, latter (on the contrary) had it 

in high fcorne and difdaine, in regard of their rudencfle 
andfiinplicirfe, I thought it nor impertinent (the better to content andfitisfie 
the Reader) to alleadge tome few exam pics, by which he might fce,as in a cryftal, 
theparticulars which Ivndcrtooke to demon (b ate . And hoping I haue foffici- 
ently acquit my fclfe, touching the former point (as hauing (hewed how farm 
the w ickedQcfle of thele times doth exceed and go beyond that of former ages 
in fundry things) it remaineth I mould endeuour rhe like in the fecond ; which 

when I (hall haue fully finifhed , I hope I (hall hauc made a reafonable good prc- 

paratiuc to the Apologie for Hmdotus . But how (may (bmc Cay ) can thefe par- 




ticular inftances and allegations fufficiently feruc to winnc credit and authentic 
to titrodoitu his hiftory^ofidei ing they confift of modernecxamples,borrowcd 

partly from this,and partly from the Age laft part i Marke therefore my anfwer, 

which will further (hew the fcopc which 1 ayme at. Albeit wc find ftrange ftorics 



in ff erada/ui^vthich (ccmc to (bme altogether incrcdiblc,partly becaufe they can- 




not concciuc how men (houldbe fo notorioufly wicked andprophanej parti 
becaufe it will not finke into their heads,that cuerany were fo rude and rimical 

yer I doubt nor, but when I (hall haue decyphered the villanics of this Age , ho w 
tranfeendet they are,in comparifon of former timcsjweihal hauc iuft caufc to (ay, 

that as wc hauc fecne fundry ftrange things in thislaft centenary of the world, 

which were not knownc nor heard of in theformct (much lcifcin the ages before) 
and yet arc fuch as we cannot call intoqucftion (except we wil dhlruft our (enfes, 

ashauing bin eare-wimefles and cye-wjtncfles thereof: ) Co we arc not to think? 

but that the age in which //r/Wf/arliued, and the precedent, had fome* proper 
and peculiar to themfclues, which would not haue bin thought (o incrcdiblc,had 

wchucd in thofe dayes. I affinnc the like of the fecond ' ~ 

that when I fliall haue fliewed how thole tbatliucd int 

X " oneJy 



^oint, .afTuring tny felfe 
he age la ft part, wc re not 



,elv fimplc but alfo rude and rufticau in companion- alt men of wfg«"e« 

r X S that as vc canot doubt of die rafticitieof our late forefathers, it bong 

E^E ^ wineffed( though othetwifc perhaps itmightfeem incredrblc:) 

foauthentical^ w.tntne v | . r fo hun(Jrcd a „ 0 

^SX&XpS™ theifelue^hich would Jot haue bin tho^t 

(c ^nc edibkf as now it is) had we bin their new fucceflorsjfeemg we mrght haue 

had it confirm a by infallible teftimonies. Now this argument my purpofc -m o 
^nl «nera lie, to the end it may ferae as a preparatme to the Apologre fo He- 

tanl- it more diftinftly, and to find out moderne examples to futc and parallele 

"f tSlftSJSS ritfJi thofe uories in **. ? 

lany ,and ^ "^g^^Sfc the great change and alteration which 

,s ,0 * ^^ffiS** co urfe of life fo to futc outs, as that they 
wte fo »c S m e < SSe bin diftaftf ull vf.o the. And (which is more; 

vyhatiouier muiKcm v , corrc fpondence betweene the eftates of ana- 

fi^STreidine of ancient ftorics.that they meafurc the chmatesofforran 
Zh^o t^^^nc • No Lruell therefore if findingfuch 

firSm truth I the things they reade are diffcringfrom thofe they dayty heare 
.nTr^K^wine thcrefwe this tobe a third reafon why many can hardly fub- 

firifc vnto 3 Serned for it the third part of this treatifc. But I am to 
h^KXe^Mk Reader ) to glue me leaue to omit that for the preftn , which 
Zo ^earltt. p rmit mew annexe , not doubring but I tell grue thee 
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i 

Hw Come Poets (contrary to the current) haue preferred their mnt age 

before the former, *s being much more ctutU,and 

offarre better grace, 

i 

Hcfighcsof//^i/,andgroanes ofTibullus, vttered in the depth 
of their difcontcnt, in dillikcoFthe cuftomes and fafli ions of their 

times haue bin fiifficicmly witnefledbeforeby their verfes:where- 

in they affirme (as wc haue heard) that they had bin happy men, 

if they had bin borne before : whereas they thought themfclues 




wretched and mifcrable,in being borne in fo bad 



But what (hall we (ay of 



thofe who contrarily thtnkc themfclues happy , in that they wcrt borncin fo good 



good (I fayjin regard of the former.For what faith Ouid? 
¥ rife a iuuent alios, ego nunc me denique r - 
GratuUr.htc At at morihut ttpta mm 



let 



I it others prat ft the timet and things for ep a ft, 

I toy my felfe reJeruedtiU the last, 
T his age oj all doth bejl my humour fit. 

Where though he croUe and contrary Hefiod and Tibulhs in his wifh and dctfro* 
yet he concurres with them in the caufe thcrcof.For the reafon which made them 

wifli they had bin borne in iomeothcragc,was the exceeding great loofcneiTe& 
leudncfle of their ownc.On the other lide,the reafon why Ouid contented himfelf 
with his owne^nd preferred it before the former, was not becaufc there was lefle 
wickedncfie and impictie, but greater vrbanitie and ciuilitic.For he laith cxprcfly, 

Icdquiacultfuadcttflecnoflrosmanfttinannoi 
Ruflicitasprifcisillafupcrjlcsauis. 

And if I were toprofecute this argument, I might particularize wherein his age 
was more ciuill then the former , and namely then thofe which came ncarcft to 
chat of old dreaming saturne^s Poets ipeake. I might alio draw outa long thread 
of a little flaxc, and fliew how mens wits haue bin more and more (harpened, re- 
<tacd,and (as it were) fublimatcd from time to time, Whence it cometh to pafle 
that they haue had a further infight into the workes they tooke in hand , and haue 

dayly added fomcthing vnto thcmVco perfect and poliln them the better , fo that 

antick words and workWanuNip lecme to be but rude and rufticaU in companion. 
But if I ftiould further proccedin handling of this argumcnr,I ftiould but intahde 

my felfc in an endlelTe labyrinth :it fball fufficc thereforc,if (according to roy for- 

mer promifc)I compare the age laftpaft with this wherein we liue:yet not taking 
vpon me curioufly to fcan cucry point of this comparifon $ but after I haue hand* 

led lomc of Icflc moment, to come to the roainc and moft materiall point of all, 
whfch defer ueth a farre more ample and large difcourfe.Howbeit I am firft to per- 

forme my former promuc, and to alleadge ccrtainc French phrales, w hereby we 

exprcilethc bafc conceit we haue of Antiquitie 3 and that for the fame reafon 

for which Ouid faith , Prifia iuuent alios . I fay then that befides this French 

phrale, F ait a hntique, or fait a la vieille modc^, thatis, made after the did fa/hit 

by which we figninc a thing to be made rudely or inartificially , (though fah 
(antique be fomctimes vftd without Icorne or contcmpr f according as the Aibicdt 

is whereof we (J>eake) we haue other phrafes whereby wc declare the conceit 
which wehaueof the rufticitieandclowniflinclTc ofancienttimes<For\yhcnwe 

fay,Cela fefaifo'tt au temps iadttfhat is,7* kit was made in-old time^>: our meaning is, 

that it is out of vfc, and 4//* obfoleuit (as the Latins fpeake) and fuch as at tnis day 

would (ecme but rude and rufticall . But this phrafe Du temps des hauts bonnets 
that is,ifiAfl* high hats were in vfe, or when high lonnets were in rcquejl , fcemcs 1 

haue had his original! from the rude and clownifh apparcll then in vfc, though it 
fpecifie but one particular: as if we fliould fay , When men arayed thcmfelucs fo 
clowni(lily,or,when men had not the wit to chufc a fafliion fit and cafie for them. 
This likewife is fpoken in way of derifipn, Dutempsqaelesbeftesparlcyent , in old 
time when beajls jbakt^: as if we fhoiiflSiy,In old time when thcrewcre fuch fots, 
that a man mignt haue perfwaded mem that beafts could upcake . Wliich is 



fpoken (I take ir; in regard of Mfops fables, which were then turned 



a 



5 



ther tongue. Wc fay alfo,D« temps qtion fe each oil pour prefter Act argent ;When men 
hid themfclues to lend money ; which (though it be fpoken in way of derifion as the 

former) is an argument rather of fimplicitic then of rufticitic* For they ( doubt- 
leiTe) were very fimplcwho in fteadof lending their mony before witnefTeS, and 
takingabondof thcJ^dchttfrsbcfort publick hotarics(as the maher iinow) lent it 

Xa in 



fccrct • more resetting the borrowers credit, that it might not be knownc he 

\ccd then thcirowne fecurity. And therefore it may well be numbred 



ftood 



o 



Lon 8 the pvoucrbiatl fentcnecs formerly fpokenof in the beginning of this tvea- 
nfc , which fliew thegrcat good opinion generally concerned of the fidelme of 
men in former times . Bcfidcs all which , we hauc thefe three prouet ball ientcn- 
ccs fpokenof ICings D u temps que tes Roisfemouchotent aUmmamh<Lj x -that : is, 
WlInKmswiJtheir nofes on their fieeues : or, Du temp am Us Mmfflym-A 
leur manchtv, Louchou • : that is, When Kings made handke, chutes >f the,t fieeues . 
And du umpsque its Roiseftoyent bergers: that is, WhtnKmg, mrejlxphcards. 

Zd^ntnle Us Rois forujjent hors depage : that is , SefirethatKmgscame cut 

f their mmoritie . The laft of which is in feme fort proper to the Kings of France. 
Vox Kinp Lewis the eleucnth was the firft (as theFrcnch ftory faith) that caflucred 
the Lord Potcttour, and difanulledthejaw of Minority: (hewing hisheircs and 
fucccfTours how they might commaurfo^ings, and fay, Stcvob, fa ^.Thc 
fiftoftl^^^ 

vfc- oiuinc vs to vndcrftand , that Kings in old time wcrefo fordid and floucnly, 
tint rW would notftieke to play thepranke that children arc wont to do when 
thev cannot find their handkerchieues: orbecaufe they Would make (hort worke, 
and not be all the day inblowing their nofes. For my part I make no queftion 

hut that it is anhyperbolicallltiecch^vhichlcannot aflirmeof the fecond, viz. 
JjenKw^werelbepheards : andif Should, I might eafily be confuted by mfi- 

nice authorities . Ttucit is indced,there are few Kings tobc found who hauc bin 

(li enhcards : howbeit many haue bin grafiert ,and hauc gotten their chiefcft wealth 
and riches thereby . And our hiftoriantellcthvs in his eight booke, thattnoueh 

Kincs in did time had but fmallftorc of mony,yet they had great ftorcof cattle, 
wherewith they v(cd to traffick. Where he alfo fpeaketh of a Qucene who played 

the cookc and wrought paftry workc with her ownc hands. How euer it werc,we 

rcade of a Cai dinall of Amnion who knew well how to make vfe of this Ptoucrbe, 
in nnfwerino a King of Francetikc for like. For when the King(feeing the Perfian 
Dompc of the Popes Court, and the pride of the Cardinals) asked him whether 

the Apoftles cucr went with fuch a traine after them? he anfivered, No verily .'but 

you m u ft confidcr fir (quoth hc)that they were Apoftlesthc fantc time that kings 

wctcuVphcards. 




chap, xxvnr. 

oftherudenejjeandrnpicitieofourAncefiots 

, in fundry things, 

I 

S there be fome Poets who commend former times , and extol! 

them to the skies, in the mcayc time fpeaking bafely of their ownej 
and others contrarily who (iti other refpec*fc) make greater recko- 
ning of their ownc age then of the former ?fo we cannot but hearc 

how old men praifc the good dayes and times which they had in 
youth, in companion of the prefent ; whereas thcyongcr fort make no ac- 
count of any age but of their owne . Now if we confider thcreafons which mo- 

ucd them to th inke'attd JjpcaW in th*fcrt<j we (hall find thatthey did it vpon the 
fame£r»uncfend for tnd faWe coniidcration . For as they who fo highly honored 

' and 





andcxtollcdiantiquitic:, didit in regard of vertue and. valour, tjien farre greater 
Without companion , tbenat this day ;3 and they on thecontrary which had it 
in-won conwtnpt,did fcorne it in regard of the rudenefle and rufticitie which then 
ratencd;: fo (doubttefie) the thing for which old men either do. or can with at 

colour picferrft times paft Wore the picfcnt,is the fimpliciticand fidelity of the 

tim&Wbck& ymkmtit&yvtofm .*a*her,theArpwnc age then any other, 
for that they fee gf WteMWming W$ ofixWtfW jand&morc eiwUaflcl y r/>a«>« Wnd 

of Jife,So.toif anymaUfayjih^whcaold men fpeake of rhc-goodtimes which 

jheyjiauc ft*nc,they Vnder&nd it botfly in: regard Pf thtthoneft, fimple and 
plaine dealftg which was then vfed , buMn other fcfpccls aho , Jf w,Ul not greatly 

gnint withaJLtfoit tbpyidi^itpripcipally in thatrcgard# Fo>? when 




(^(cAingthcquaUticsof anol4min)jaith tha.^ h 

..,i,t ^I^dftertemtorisdfii^ 
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]H[ismc^ing(nodoubOfe«0i%nifiemcvfuaUfpc<c vj>. that 

flings floqdb better tcrmc*tn their yongcr ycares : and that there was not fuch 
fXcc/Tc andriotin the wprldas is toftefeeneatthis day. Which they fpeakc as be- 
^ig of Opinion that the? world waxetb day ly worfcana worfe.-and hereupon wold 
tute and fquarcnot onely the mannets;but alfo tho actions of the vonger fort ac 

;<W^i»gl/-: for ifan oldmart fpeake of theyouth of thefe times, be will tell you 

<h*t«iS*Q wonder to fee fh many mifchicfes raging in the world, and that 



^keforfuchgoldendiiyesashehathfecncs thewotld beingcleane 

chaoged^nd turned vp fide downe> fo that he can hardly remember what he hath 
fcene . And he will cfpedally inucy and dedaime againft pompe and brauery m 
apparell,and dclic^utymh he will affirme to be farre greater.now then it was 
in rimes paftj and that it is the caufc ofthe deatthandfearcitiewenowfee: as alfo 
of many outrages and mi(<lemeanours, and that it maketh men more effeminate. 
Nay they proceed fometime further, in making the youth of thofc times petty 
Saints > when they fay (4s the author of the Courtier doth relate it with excellent 

good grace) Johaueuavent* annicheancor domsua con mid htadre, & mie f'onllem 
feppi im a gran tempo che cofafijfero do»ne:& hora fancsnlli non hano a pena ajciutto il 
\m$ht?annopMmaUtieihe'Mawtcmpm^ That is : Hay 

With my mother and fitters till I was twenty yeare old, and knew not of along 
ttmq what manner of creature a ; woman;Was : whereas children now fcarce crept 
OHtof tbe.cradle,know moknacks of knauefy then men of yeares did in times paft. 
Wow as oid men exceed the bounds of t ruth,by running fo far into one extreme r 
fo (ball W« Wtf wifivf we deny that they had not reafon to complainc of a bad 
change,thi^orld (till declining from better to worfc. To conclude thcn,wc w ill 
eafily grajfehere gr^y beards , « that in their yonger yearcs the^roi Id was not io 

wickedrfQ tbat they yfl^d to our greene heads, that it was monf rude and ruftical 

and that it was not fowJtue,becaufe it was not fo wicked. 

m left they fljould fiy that my tongue runneth at randdn j fwill inuance 

x by examples. And becaufe there is nothin % % which we make gre^te«?^unt:pf % 
- iudgc more neceffary for our bodics,then fodde to nqMrH^ tncmjp^raiment 
cloth rhem ; and therefore are not oncly careful! but cu^p^ou^pouidtng 



\ 



fuch necclTarics: I wii enter difcourfe of them in the firft pcSiouchjsiig the ^rft 

X $ there- 
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,hcrcfbrc(baMufc I take it for a confcflbd truth , that our anceftors ncucr-foewe d 

thcmlclues more curious in their diet, then many countries at this day. , ) 1 1M 
•fire the reader not to take k amine, if I compare fomc of their cuftomes and ta- 
fl ons with thofe in vfe at this prefent. And fitft I will beginnc with one whichis 
b common an d ordinary , that children of tennc ore wejuc yearcso^ge may wcU 
cmcniber it: and .11 flioldlay that it wercyct prated in lom^ 
I^ould not (it may be) ipeakc without my bookc. Ms;a rool.fh cuflomtrtakeri 
vp by certhinegent!emen,who to the end they maycOilnirtgly dcc<*ueand finely 
Sou cr their feruant S) caufe their table to be furnimcd At the fii ft fcKUtce with I 

know not what tryed fritters , hotchpotches, fim*ts v fauccs .and W^f*^ 
and then with ftorc of Mutton, Vcalc,and bourfng petces of neeces 
of lkctc they will rather feed vpon, then vpon any cthtv dilh. And'ahcr that the 
ftomackchamrcucngcdhisquarrcll vpon fuch grofle mcarcs, they feruc in Ca- 
non Cnicken^igeo^andwildfoulc. Yetnotallinonccouflc : iortheykcepe 

oncly f irisficcLbu r cuen doled vp. So that it isgreat pittie to fee hdMhc fcruitors 
(uoore (oulcs)aie glad to catc fuch meates>as their ftomackes were ncWr accufto- 
mcd vnto.and to leaue their ordinary fare for their maft e/s and imftf eflb.I mean 

how they are to take the paincs to catc the finer meatcs v as wild ioulc,and venat- 
ion and to lcauc the grofler for thcm.What then can thcold man anfwer,Z Wrf- 
tor from tilt fe putrofOt what can he fay (now we) to defend or cxeufc therufti- 

oftomicr times* ( for in that I call thofe that vfed this fecmely fcro ic£ but 

and rustically fciuour them much, j And were it not rhat I am afraid I mould 
e oucr troublclomc , I would gladly askc them yet another queftion, touching 

u ti icH',& fuch like foulc,viz . Whether thofe men had rtofes ornotfand if they 

ad, what nofes tSiey were, when they Could find no gdodnefle m Wild foule, arid 
naifon, except it were tainted a litlc,that is, (tpfpcakeplaint En^lim)cxccptrt 

ftunkca little, this ftinckc fecming to rheni to beMMftf W^aifon 

-> Kut now to proceed to the fafliions of other countryes , vOhich hauebene 

(perhapsN practifed alike by our anccftors>as hath bene faid. Albeit then there be 
no French-man ro be found at this day,if hebe of the right ftamp^nd hauc wher- 

with to m untain himfelf , who hath fo bad a taft,but can put a difference between 

tender and tou»h flefli: yet it wcrea wonder (I liad almoft faid a'miracle)toleea 

Gtrmm who ncucr trauailcd abroad, that cither obferued or cared to obfetuethis 
difference .ForcxampIe,iW pltm malumrefpetifet dmuUtt^sHomcFpc^ethi 
that is, left tl pullets flefli fliould be oucr tough , and vnplealam to thetaft,the 

Frenchman who hath no leafurc to kill it a day or two bcfore,that it may wax ten- 

rofitfeife, willhaue twenty dcuifesbcfidcs thofe mentioned in Heme. But 
when he (hall leaue Frame his natiuc countrcy, and come into Gtrmawfrc will 
not a little wonder to fee a pullet (or fomccockc of the game/or want of a better) 
feni'-d to the table, which he had heard crowing in the court but halfe an houre 
beforc:which flialbc killcd,plumed,and boilcd,al in the Ibdainncffeof an inftant. 
If ouranccftors then (not to fpeakc of GYw,rw) haue done the like, may wenot 
truly fry that they were very rude and ruft icall r* Fxccpt fomc proftor (baUhaply 
plead lor them.and tell vs that their ftomackes were hotter then ours.fo that they 
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flefli thorowly rofted, boiled 



baked.But Phifitian$;which lined in thofe dayes % witncs the contrary .This there- 
fore may Cevuc for an in^ancc of cookcrie or drcfTing of mcatesXct vs fee another 
in the choife of them : choice I fay, not ofdiuers forts of meates,but of the fame 

kinde. 
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kind. And here (doubtlefle) we flia'll find manxmaftcrs,whom Galen migL „ 

laugh at 4 * he did at thofe fuiters which courted Pincbpe(z& Homer rccordetli) for 
eating thegrcat villanous fwine,and leauing the yong pigs for their fcruants. For 
confidering thecomnw>n faying ia cuery mans moux^rongflefl^andoidpfb: had 

not our aunceftors flnall wit (in companion ) to catc the old dam,and to leaue the 

yong? toeate che old Partridge and to leaue the brood?' to cate the old Hare,and 
not lo much as once to touch the leuercts r Notwithftandingwhatfbeuercan be 

fpoken ofour forefathers in this berhalfc, niaymily bcanirmedof mariy countries 
at this day .For when I was at renict I heard certainc noble men affirme,that they 
had learned of the French Kings EmbalTadourfent tp the State, that young par- 
rridgesand leuerefs were very good meate . And I rcmember^helord^Mr^ 
Keffb told me,how that being at. BdJiL, and demaunded by certaitie Switzers what 
he would do with thofe leuercts which were brought him foraprefenr- ariftvcYed 
that he would make diftillcd water for the gout: which thcy(fimple fo(ilcs)c1id ve- 
rify belecue . I might here alfo fpeakc of thcRuffan-likc rufticks s w ho taking pigs 
cares and pigs skins, the rumpe,pinion;and netko^edc/whicl^Ffcnchmen call 
Upttittoje, the goo ft giblet) as alio calucs and fheeps feet, with capons liUers, and 

fuch like garbage; ofaHthe/cpur fogerher,mal<ca hotchpotch or ga//imalfray? 

wronging thcmfclues as well in this as in other things . But if I fliould enter clif- 

courfe hereof, I doubt I mould not be beleeued : and I fcarc me this argument 

would be thought too homely and bafc 3 and fo would derogate from the graue 

and fcrious matters contained in this bookc. 



4 To come therefore to the ru Aicirie which our anee/rors bewrayed in ehei 

pparelljOf which the pictures and ftatues yctcxtanc,do giue fuf ficicnt tcftimo 



ny.Werctt not agoodiyfighttofcea man bigguincdwitha hoodVpon his head 

like a great flasket^and a firing vnder thechin: (a fafhion not yet altogether wornc 
out otvfc: ) or one with a high hat like a fpire ftceple^or like a Tutkim *rurbant, or *° r foIibant 
a crofTe-bow , or a S witzers Cwear'mg fwaggeting cap -of that bigne/Te,that of fo 
muchcloth a man might make(asdi« fafliion is Tfo\v) three or foure^ Were itnot 
(I befecch you^a ieemly fight to feethc fine feature of my finical! fellow & gen tic 
lack braggard,whcn he hath put on'hisiackct reaching a full handful) below his 

knces>being of that fizc that a man might mate a caffock anda paire ofbafes of it, 

or a great riding hood after the Spanim FaQnorii And wercit not as goodly a fight 

to fee,not oncly all his neck, but often all the vpperparts of hisfliouldcrs and his 

breft alfo bare by reafon of his fond fanrafticall apparel indented like a half Moon? 

And as for women , had not Madame It? a U grand gone (as Preachers in thofe * WWl hct 
dayes were wont to fpeakc) a very good grace, When flic had hetgowneon, the 

very llceues whereof were large enough to make a whole oncf A nd was it not as 
goodly a fight to fee their longtailes tucked vp,ot trailing along, and fwecping the 



Church as they wentf And if we ipeake ofbafe botchery, were it a comely thing 
to fee a great Lord or a King weare flccues oftwd pariflics, one halfe of woofteo^ 
the other of veluet? or a dublct ofthtee pariflies , the backe and forepart of halfe 
woofted, the vppcr part of the flceue of«kin, and that toward the hand of veluct 
True it is indced,the forebody had a guard of veluet of fomc two fingers broadc, 
which becaufe it had neuer a whit on the back, was called NichiUu dot , a word 
which hath gone currant in many mens mouthes, who vndcrftandihg not the o- 

riginal! thercof,haue pronounced it NithUodQ s zx\d applled it generally to all fuch 
things whofe infideis not anfwerable to the oun1de,thou^ e^cialtytoapparel: 
as at this day thole peticoates or faucgif atds which haue onlyilhB'forepart of ft u ffe 

Xa and 
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13 . n n- ^rfiirhlikc (»s fome gentlewomen vfe to wearc) 

may in this fcnci be called pcticoai ^ ant that (con fi 

this were our gentlewomen* worttl nm ry jp w ^ j h£rcof 
dcringrholcrim^rtrcr^^ 

portmcnt lucnas wasnot bow many mit: 

fund /or rhc moft part . No« 

I formeSc widi all bis frugalities it is now come to this paffc, that aj>al< y 
coZln will not fticke tobeftow ten pounds (or very neare) won one *dg 

M "cofb°c"cl .Notwithftanding if««*i"8'^ dul /fT fidfrcd f f 3^ 1 ^ 
do bXbcthcr that which is calfed botcbery, 

not feeing that when they would not bcal the cod toweare fleeuesot veluct, 

ilirumadcf.irremoicvaincalidnccdlcfleexpences. ,, - . 

tlK 5 y Concerning the attiring & trimming of the body,was it not 1 ^ <£« 
to (ee a man with a clofe fhaucn bear^wcarc a great V^*"J^^ 
k Unci v frc/Icd' for that is theword which was then in vie, and is to be found c- 
ut : C«n ftead of the Latin word <^f"*£*$™ chcr,mC 
tnudc by a ^ common ,\on % before J**tf / nmc,wc rcadc thefc vctics , 

Vlmfrin^nt & efperluctt, 

Et cent jots pfasgq 

On It vMet a vn AuoctU 

That is, f r 

<JU ore (pruce *ndnimbkfnd more gay to Jem, 
Then fme Attorneys cUrkeorGetrgeaGreerte. u~>\ n ~t« 

And how fhould we excufc their rudencfTe & Ampliation taking fucb poinei to 
no 1 r Sa which putteth d* to greater?* or who is fo fimple,that knoweth not, 
iTy tt the ^inconu?nicnces,but tfe difeafes which are ^ 
mas" And vet fome there arc who takca pleafurc and pride in them. But whether 
T&cLc a man well or not,I appcale » thofe who are as muc M 
.themfelues that they banc none,asa dog that hath loft his taile.Forproofcwberof 
Ircportmyfclfetothcfeverfcs: 

r Tur fU fine fiondtbw arbor, 

rurpuet\UMmficoUAiHbdfimmUveUnu 

rlum tegif vtUumsmbitt fr* Una deem e/ 9 



CHAPTER XXVIII. ^ 
commodate themfelues to the humors of thofe times. Foi falling into the hands 

of fuch as Wore their beards fhaucn , there was no remcdic, they muft hauc 
their beards fhaucn in like manner. And meeting with other good fcllowcs 

who eho.e rather to wcarca tuft or two in ftec^ofa beard,thcy alio muft haue the 

like. Whereas being in thofe countrcys where men vfe to wcare then beards tyed 
to their girdlcs,or reaching down to their knees, they muft of nccc/firy follow the 

fafliion,thougli fore(God knowcs)againft their wils. For cucry man would hauc 
his Crucifix hold thatfafbion comly, which himfclfc thought comly. This is the 

rcaion of the fundry forts of Crucifixes that arc to be feenc at this clay. 

6 But let me not forget their manner of building whereby they deprined 
themfelues aim ^ft of all thofe commodities , which we defire to haue(and that 
not without iuft caufe)in ourbuildings:.md I had almoft faid,that th( y impri.oncd 
themfelues in their houfcs,m making them like prifbns or dungeons. For whereas 
they cared not what their buildings werc 4 fo that they had thicke and ftrong wals, 

in the meane timeth'y depriued themfelues ofthc benefit of thelight,fbr want of 

wit to make fuch w indowes as arc in vfe at this day.Bcfidcs,thcy made them ftraic 
and narrow, whereas they might haue made them large and broad:and with ma- 
ny holes like rars nefts,in ftecdofa number of Iight(bmc,!argc and plealant lights: 

and to forefee that one houfemight not ouertop or drop vpo anothcr,or thatthcir 

neighbours might not oucrlookc them, was a thing nothing regarded. And tou- 
ching the houfe which cannot Co honeftlybe namcdasitisncccflarily vfed, rhey 

haue not followed nature, in fctting it in a fit place . For whereas nature hath rc- 

moued the bafeft and moft vnleemly parts of the body fui theft from the fight & 

finelljthey contrarily let it to the open view,ofpurpofe( as it were) to be feenc. 

7 And when we compare the workemanfliipvfcdin old time, with that 
which is to be fecne^ at this day , can we fay that thofe artiians !iad any wit in 

heads ? For whcjhall markc the faircft cupboord or bedftcad made in thofe 



dayes, will ( doubrlenc) iudgeit to be rariicr Carpenters then loyncflwoikc 

And he thin (lull obferue their Iron works which areto be feenc incupboords a 
chcuV>r dorcs.may well doubt whether Iockcfmithes iii former time vfed files or 
not,or rather what fafbioncd files they had. For we may well pcrcciuc^hey haue 
bene filed ,yet nothing fo fmoothly and artificially as at this day .True it is indeed 
(tomakcamends for this defect ) they wcrcrio niggards in be flowing coftvpon 
their worke-1 meane in enriching it withcompartcments and fucb like ornaments 
though neither barrell better Hcrring.This I muft need> (ay,that whereas men are. 
nowa dayes very fparing in beftowing coft vpon their buildings: they the .auinV 
cd it out (as it were} for the hcauens,as if it had coft them nothing. Witnefle the 
harneffe then in vfe, which was fo ponderous,that a man bailing it vpon his back, 
wasvnfitalmoftforany (eruice: wherasit is now not halfeio weighty , and yet 6f 
piftol proof. Thclikc may be laid of murrions or head pccces ; I mean fuch bamcftc 
and headpccces,as were made fincc the inucntion of harcjuebuzes: for before the 
intention of guns, men contented themfelues, if they had them ofthc thieknclTc 
of iron plates. And ro ipcake fbmewhat of ourcommon and ordinary weapons, 
would not oneof their (words mike three of ours? And arc there not fome (words 
to be feenc , the very handle of one of which is hcauicr then any two vfed at this 
day,bl:ulc and all? which notwithftanding arc both caficr for cariagc,and more 

commodious for defence. 

8 And what fliall wc fay of the phralecV manner of pronuntiation vied by 

our anccftors < what cares had they (may wc thick) who could with patientcc en- 
dure 
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j u j% ji ( &%t r„„ pUrre my brother Pet*? Mo frere Rob art, my brother Robart, 
^T^ZaJba^ tl4 French Poet ' Villon (one that 

y w &cn their mouthesifor making confcicnce ,o 
, " ; 1 ,„„/;, N 2V tlierc are fomc Coin tiers whidi aftcfl tins nice pro- 

S3S*JTS^^^^ minions rather then reafon.Fo, eertes 

to mouthes too w We in fayitig ft«r A *& l>is \ HoW . "» " 1 K** ' , 

v fdfc Tat nrimc. they no^ their followers are able to giue any better rcafon tf 

ffun « Ska in pouncing A in (lead ofE.Ne.ther can ihcfc fine fin.call 
SXdgc the hhm tongue (which faith F,~$ & trmfi 



pi onunciationtexccpt they will do this wrong to their owne language 



c 




SK^^i"* to fay /^and In- 

Kt teSI i doubdeffe they imitate vs, as not being able to iudge whether we 
H C 'u^SSSA bin as grofic and ab.nrd in their words and 

nh, afes as in any of theprcmifes. And verily eonf.dering the notorious absurdities 

com mute Kb day l!y fueh as wilinecd/bc too fine in rheirafTeeled phrafes(or 
SSly finicall)they feeme tomevery pardonablc.For we haue fopurged 
"nd pled the dead and rotten branches from the tree of the old l-rcnch tongue 
?hat we haue lopped offthe good together with the bad . And then hkcbadhu^ 

S uenoTabecgingfotbo^ 

painstohaue fought it out : a^ haue mewed more at large in my Cw- 

SS HtS^f were in making fineand well M*d 

orations in their groffc gibbridge, may appcarcby the (tones of thofe times. As 
fa he m™ ( Wthdr ryihmes; it is a world ,o fee how rude and rufticall 
they were Jor hey neither earid for rime nor rcafon.nci.her ^f'^tZ 

i" i linX thev ranne fecine they neucr refpected the number of feet: which is the 

, he r m to at aUaduenture , knowing neither fefiion nor c 4 fure nor yet obfer- 

u ine ^the difference between* E mafculinc and E feminine . Andyenfymoftof 
Tnrn« fd«wa toge.het(Ieannotfayeompofed)in a ncent<ime;feeii.tohauc 
bin of purpoC b to moue laughter, thofe efpecially which arc of this tone: 

priez pour CMartin Prtudom, 

gui a fait fare cefle vie, 
Que Dieuhi face pardon 7 

* a a • M m _ . _ - ^ 



That 



c^// ft/ f^Jr *w/</ without end, 

For Martin Preudom *A« /£«»</ : 

That he of God moght Pardon d bt y 
Both in good rimt And tapijlrie* 



For 



For the author of this goodly ^etraftichyVtds fo Ample, that he thought hisftrai- 
ning of himfelfe to make rime doggrefi, would bcarufficientcxcufc for him ° r,,Jf ^ ot 
though he (pake ridiculoully and without reafon,viz. J/&4/ God would pardon him in oure VCIlcs * 
riw W topi Arte. Another old Elderton and right baladin-rimefter made no bones 
toconcluaean Epitaph in this fort: 

Et mottrut quatre cent & neuf t 

T out plan at vertu cotnmt vn ttufi 

That is, 

K^fnd djde in they ear e fture hundreth and nine % 

Full {as anegge) of grace diuine. 

The like good grace had moft of their Latin times , efpecially their Epitaphs, as 
namely this which followeth: 

gut iacet inttu, 

Fuit Carol us gutntus: 

Die pro tllo bit vel ter y 

Aue Maria, & Pater nofter. 
But it is now high time we fhould lpcake of their rudeneflc in matters of greater 
confcquence,namc]y in the maine point mentioned befbre,which is the faluation 

of mens foules. 





CHAP. XXIX. 

t 

0 f tht grojfe and blcckijh ignorance of \ht Popijh cleat git \ 

efpecially of the Maffe-priejls, 

N the former Chapter we might plainly fee the groflTc and palpa- 
ble ignorance of theformcr Age. Notwithftandmg though it had 

bene ten times greater then it was (if it had bene pofllble,) yet fo 

long as the Cleargy had not their parts therein, in being as blind 
bayards as the reft, the poore peoples cafe had not bene halfe fo la- 
mentable : whereas the moft brutirti and blockirti ignorance was to be found in 
Friers cowles, efpecially in the Maflc-monging pricfts. Which we arc the IciTe to 

wonder at,confidering that which CMenot twits them in the teeth withall , that 

in ftead of bookes,there was nothing to be found in their chambers but a fword, 
or a long bow,or a crosbow,or fomc fuch weapon. Sed nunc (iaith hc)quid in ca. 

merit Sacerdotum reperietisf An cxpcftiioncm Eptftolarum) aut Pojlillam fupcr Euan* 

gelia?7ipn : Faceret tit malum in capitt magijler T^kolaus de Lyra.guia ergoiVnum 
arcum^vtlbaliftamfpatham^ut alludgenus armor urn. But how could they fend ad 
or dot filch ignorant afles? You muft note (Sir> that they which examined them 
were as wile woodcocks as themfclues, and therefore iudged of them as pen-men 
of pikc-men,and blind men of colours.Or were it that they had Co much learning 
in their budgcts^s that they could make afliift to know their infuflficiencyj yet to 
pleafurc thofe that recommended them, they ftffcred them to parte . O ne is fa- 
mous among the rcft,who bcingasked by the Bifhop fitting at the table, Es tu dig- 
n us? anfwered 3 No my Lord :but I dial dine anon with your men.For he thought 

that dignta(that is worthi)had fignificdft7 dine* Wis reported alio of another, who 
going to the Bifhop for his orders ^ it\d being asked this qucftion (to try his lear- 
ning and fufficiency ) Who wa$ father to the foure (bnnes ofAymond? and know- 
ing 



f 
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ine notwhattoanfwcr,wasrefufcd as infufficicnt.Who returning home againc, 

and Revving thcreafon why he was not priefted ; h s father told him thathc was 
a very afte,tliat could not tell who was rather to the fourc fonnes ; of Aymond. 
Sec 1 pray thee(quoth hc)yondci is great lobn the lmiih,who hath foure fonnes: 
a man mould aske thee , who is their father , wouldft thou not fay that it were 
great lohn the fin ith < Yes (quoih he) now 1 vnder (land it wd .Thereupon he went 

Line as hauing learned his leflbn better. And being asked the fecond time who 
was father to the fourc fonnes of Ajmond, anfwcrcd,that it was 
fmith . Many fuch pleafant queftions were asked them for fport and part imc lake, 
& to make my LordBifliop merry (who fate by b ) asalfo to take null of thc,whe- 
thcr they were plainc noddies and cockfeombsor not. As when one beine asked 
what was the dainticft morfell in a pig , and hauing anfwered that it was the pigs 

coatedor this fo eood and fit an an Aver was thought worthy to haue the order ot 
pricfthood.Whcrcasanothcr(whichcameafter)beingdcniaundcdwhatwasthe 

beftbitinacalfe, andteuinganfweicdtbatitwasrhcslunnc^forhcthoi _ 
wold be furc to anfwer as the former had done) was holdcn vnwoi thy to be made 

a parifh Pricft,as hauing made a caluifli anfwcr 5 thereby (hewing that he had not 

qh to be of that trade. A . 
it I am afliamcd to employ my pen and paines about fuch fottilli questi- 
ons as were asked them, to try whether they were bons compagmns or not : asked 
CI fav)ondy pro forma, to the end they might fay they had bin cxamincd.Now it 
there be any Co hard ofbclicfc as w il not credit it ,1 fhal defire him to confider how 
cucr it was polfible to get from thefe Priefts (which were as blind as beetles) a per- 
tinent anfwer to any demaund touching their place and office: I meancthe othce 
into which they mo A of all defired to be inucftcd. How blind and ignorant were 
they (may fome fay .)Surcly fo blind that they could hardly fee to readc. And if 
this mall fecmc yet more incredible,! rcferremy fclfe to their Canon law, where 
it is recorded that a Pricft baptizing a child vpon a time,vfcd thefc words.- Bapttzo 

te in nomine p,itria,& fHU& fpiritua ftntld.m becau fc it is a very memorable fail 
I will fet do vvnc the words at large . Marke then what is recorded word for word 
in the third part of the Decrees De confecr Jifl .^.canonc ^.Zacharuu P^pa Bomfa. 
do Epifcopo : Retuterunt mihi nuntij tui quod fail facet dos in eadem promncta t qu$ Lath 
namlin/uam penitusignorabat, & dum baptizaret/jefcius Latim ekquij tnfrwgtni 

lm*MmJictrctJ>apttz*tc 

MdafanclitM confident eosrebaptw^ 



z 




zauiLnon emu inducensjvel bareftn fed profiUignonmk Rom*** tomtom* 

atndo lw9uam(vtfupra diximus)bapticans dixifet, non pogumm confenttrevt denuo 
baptizxtur. Which Canon hath done Peter Lorn Mknights fcruiccjfor it hath ier- 

ucd his turnc excellently \K\\\Lib . 4 fm Mf .6 . For,for a full and final! resolution 

of this queftion,fl baptifmiu fit >verbu corrupt) prolatit'. he alleadgeth nothing but 
this Canon, ^hurietiam filet (Cmhh(:)fi corrufteproferantur verba ilia, an baptif 

mm ft? De hoc Zachari.ts Bonifacio fcribit. MuUrunt t &c. For my part,I remem- 
ber well 1 hauc heard fome Priefts adminiftring baptifmc fay Abrinumtofa ftcad 

of Abremncio. And inconfecrating(as they fyakc)boceIfcorpum meum. 

? But fomeaduocate may haply (land vp in defence of them, and toy, that 
all of them neither arc nor hauc bin foignorant,bnt that there arc fomcVjhich arc 
but fimplc pricfts.who can notonly legercvt Clcrici y that is,readily and diftinc%, 
but alfo vnderftand what they reade. Igrant indeed that all arc not fuch ignorant 
aflcs:but this I fay,that the moft ignorant are leaft dangerous. For proofc, hereof: 

who 
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who corrupted the text of the new Tcftament,but they that had a little (mattering 
in learning < Who was he that corrected the placein S. Z^which fpeaketh of a 

woma" who hauing loft a groat, fwepr the houfe to find it? Who put euertit dotrn^ 
jhe ouerturnedtbe honfe h in Head of euerrit domu^fhe (wept the houfef but he who had 
read oucr Co many clanleke authors, that in fame blind corner he met with euertit 
in ftead of eu errit .They haue alfo ferued the place in the Aclsof the Apoftlcs with 
the lame ft wee. For in ftead of demijfm per fbortamjhcy hauc put demifjiitptr por- 
tam. In honour of which conet'hon J thefe foure vcrles were made by one that 
heard a Popifh preacher follow that ttanftation in his Sermon : 

■ : Par icipaffa deuant bier 
fntref notable cbarpentier^ 

. guibeJbngMdc telle firity 
$ue avnpanierfitvne parte. 

That is, 

• This may the other day did pa ffi t 
A tolly Carpenter as euer to as: 
So firangelj ski I full in bis trade, 

That of a basket a doore he made. 

4 There be fundry other places corrupted after the lame manncr,in the fir ft 
impre/fion of the old tran/larion. And I remember a Printer was in danger to try a 
fagot for putting euerrit into the text in ftead of euertit . And as (ot fundry words 

ofthe New Teftamenc, they haue cither changed their writing and orthography^ 

or at leaft wife their fign ideation* ? in framing vnto them fignincations according 

to their ownc conicfturall imaginations. As in the place of saint pau(e> in ftcad of 

hmticum dea/ta ^tlut is^ Shun n e or aubide an beret ichc : they (iikeprofouddiuines) 

haue diuined the fcnfc to be this,P«* an heriticlee to death. Yet all this is nothing to 
the interpretation of this phccjnuenimua MefiamAobn.i.Webaue found the Mafje, 
Nor of this, Signa autem tot qui crcdidcrint, 6m fequentur drc Stgne them with the 

figne of the Crojjc y {jrcAmon%b which braue interpretations, this may not be for- 
gotten which was made by a Curat of t^/r/w, wno filing his parifliioncrs for not 
repairing the Church , and namely for not pauing it,tookc the 1 7. Chapter of the 
Prophet ferentieforhk aduocatc to pleade for him, where it is (aid, f 'aueant itti & 

nonpaueamegOy&cWhQiQi&icyxoih he) Ieremie faith exprcfly , Let them paueit^and 

not /,doth he not giue you to vndcrftand,that itbelongs notto the Curate to paue 
the Church, but to the parifliioncrs i But what mail we lay to this interpretation^ 
ConfiteminialierutrumjConfeJJeyourftlues to thepriefttVot here I cannot fee how the 

Latinc word foundeth any thing ncarc to the Englifii, as in the former. And veri- 
ly I do heare ingenioufly confelTe my ignorance, that I know not how hich in- 
terpretations could euer come into their heads. 

5 But hauing dilcourfed fumcicntly of fimple Priefts or monkes 5 let vsin the 

next place come to Prelats;who(doubtles)haue (econded the (ingle folcd Priefts: 

witnes that profound derk,who hearing fomealleadge certain lawes called cleme* 
Una & NoueflafcW into a pelting chatc,tor thgtthey vrged him with the teflimony 

of whores, and harlots. And as for Prat the Chancellor ofPrartcefil I may fpeake 

of him without offcncc^onMcting he was a clergy man in his dayes) he flic wed 
he had fome lcarning,though no more then would fcrue his turne 5 when hauing 
read the letter which king Henrte the eight had fait to the French king Francis 
the firft,whercin this claufe \vas?tiWittotibiduodeclntmoloJfos:l fend you tmlm wa~ 
JtiucdogS'JnQ expounded it, Ifendjou a do^cn Mis . And being confident in this 

Y inter- 



XTaXingdcfiroustofcethelcttcr, (wMwodiat* fom.ghtr«de,t ) 
cv found Itbcm to be JmUm ^#/,m-^»i//«^-Whc.uponthcCha- 

c2ur to Slfclfc made alaughing-ft°^< and V™ 1 ""* WC " TFT h °$ 
SiXi hole.which notwilhftanding n.ade him more ndjculous the 

tte for he aidT,ehad miftaken the word, in taking mM* for w*m. 

And left any (l,ould take exception againft thetr Laooefo wanrofcon- 
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£K£T»- Mm, v,rk4 dth mJkfMk ng uU. mm. And therefore 



who faith, 2Y«f^«rt*wk"-'-j j j/ o nn^n, 

of tie fo c&id Preachers was greatly to blame , to lay rim in the Pnefts d fl. 

y vndct ftood not rtic^ 

v vuuviuv # _ tl n . , nnACiftthfim ton narrow 



rcafoiJfthcirpronunti^^ . 

v And pc. fwadc my fc! f c , it was the leaft part of Saint Gregmts meaning, that 
c^tyCld^ For he thought their matte was as 

S 22 with W urfijfe, as with Dottittittt vMam,jmd ^onnsafacuU 
frZLafkcuU. which maketh me lefle to wonder that a Gannon told be 
called into quettton, becaufc he would bcfingular -and ^^Jt^^fS^ 
pa ^ 

pronounced Kyrie eiofin.m ftcad of Kyrieleifin ,as by and by we ^11 hearc. 

P T AndasLthcW^youmuftpardonth^ 

one iot- Pet ing greater Clearkes then they (I wiffe) haue not bene afhamcd to fay, 

noXe a r u il thf ng,let him tike this withal(for it may Be truly affirmed) that this 
aXtl ccaulcof Ibmcgood. Forby this meanes the number of men and wo- 
men Saints hathbenc incrcafcd.Saint Lemhi ( otherwife called Wmay reft,, 
fiefo, men Saintsrand Saint TyPhaine for women fa intss for this Sa«nts«ame co- 
me h of the Greek word *y X « fignify ine * Urns* fp^re (albeit it was long fince 
g uen to him that pierced our Sauiors f.cfe with a fpeare. And the name of tfie wo 
nan Saint.vi/. 7 >U/^comcth of the grcekc word h«b* (as a man would fay, 

7k. Ad.) And as true it is Lke wife on the contra, y , that this ignorance 

lamented the number of diuels. for of and fuch like names, 

they haue coined new names of diuels. Butas for poore *^<W^ 

care cut offend afterward his name taken from him and gmen to a kind of fword) 
fw 1 le ue him to pleade his own caufe,left it mould be <aid,that 1 were the Icwcs 
aduocate. Bcftdcs,thcrc is another benefit which accrewes to the Church by th* 
meanes Tor their ignorance in not vndcrftanding thetrueand proper Etymolo- 
™cs of Grcekc words, nonotfomuch as whether they were GWnvords or -not, 
hath made them fi, kc out many fubtil notations which otherwife had ncuer bene 
dreamed of.For example, ifit had bene knownc, xhitpresbyur had I beneallonc 
with „ w c/w s» old ^ccrtes, they wold neuer haue dreamed of the Ety molo, 
oic which we find in the booke called Sulk Clcricorumfr the chapter beginning 
% t os er Z o prtlati & presbyteri&c. v\i.prcsbyt(r dicitur (juafi preens ster. And(as 
iZlL^JcraZ flrarper then others, befidcs Facile ejltddere tnuenus) 
they haue not ftaicd hereout haue found out a more fubtil notauon,nameIy this, 
Vmbytr au aft pr^ alii s bibenster. Albeit this ,1 mufl needs confeffe,.s not fo gene- 
rally rccciued.Thc like may be faidof the word Diabolm, .that is, Dwell. Fov had 
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they knowne that toifahn had (ignificd ajlanilerer} or baMiter^ We had bin yci 
td fecke for this Etymologic proceeding from a nioft ptofouhd and deepe fpecu- 

htioti^Diaboha^ dta^uodejt duot& bolus y id eft > toortelltis.£uafifacitns duos bobs* 
dc cor pore & *w>/M:that is 5 This word DiabolM corneth oM^ which fignit^cth tw* y 
and bolus a morcelps making but two morcels of a maitjoneiof his body another of 
his (oule.And this(asl remcmbcr)is the Etymology giucn by Hugo Urrenfcbvx 
followed by the forefaid preachers 3 and namely by oltuer MatlUrd.foLx ye.col.i, 
8 Morcouer.if we pardon them the jgnOrincc of the G rcckc tonguc,thcrc is 
greater reafbn we fhould pardon their ignorance of the Uebre i^confidering it hath 
(as we know)bene al wayes lefle common.And we muft rcmembci' withall,that it 
hath bene as a whetftorte tomarpenthewitsofmany d6c^ors 3 tofinde outplca- 
fant Etymologies and todraw them out of thevery words themfdues. Thus wc 

readcthat the name lefts hath two fillablcs , which fignifiethc two natures of 

Chrift:it hath furthcr,hue lctter9,threc vdwels^and two c6nfo nan ts, the three vo- 
wels fignifying rheTrinitiej the two confonants the two fubftances of Chrifts 

humanity ,His body and foule. which fubtil {peculation is taken out of t jie book of 
conformities of Saint f rands with Ghrift fbl. 1^3. whc. ^ePopc InnoceMim in bis 
Sermons is faid to betheauthorofitiButwhat^fliall we lay nothing of thenotati- 
on pfc<p4*hvhich they haue made Greckc,Latine,Frcnch.rathci then either E- 

brewydr SjrUdke A Let vs here what Bunlete faith to proue that Saint Peter bUght to 
Be preferred before S. Paul] <&od*dpr*Ut/i)0imvero,Petrus eft MAiorqulmPaului, 
(jui«p4pa m*ior<ft({riLegAU*s.PetriufMt vmnerfdlU Chrifti ^iemns y mi dixit cbri- 
fimJu es P eiwju et S imonitu voubem Cephas juod Grtci dicitur ttwor & primus, 
quii fcilicetfufrPspA. As for thofc who niairitairte (for l>rbofc hereoOthdt it was 

z French word which our Sauiourthen yfcdCbecaufcC^infrcrtchjfsasmuch 

as Win Englilh , or Chieftaine and principal! commander in any cntcrprifeor 
cmploymenf) they hauegonecleancagainfr thchaire. For they might with grea- 
ter rcafon haue fetched it from the Grieke ( if they had vndetftood it ) in cutting 

off the two laft (yllables from Kif-An,wheee the French borowed their word Chef, 
p Sechere (gentle Reader) howthey played and fported themfelues with 

the interpretation of Greek^nd Ebrew wbrds in the Bible*And feeing the Greek 
and Ebrew tongues are further remote frdm the common vfe ; no maruell if they 
which were offended with-the Clwnnon for pronouncing^ omnia and not pc- 

ronnU (fo offended I %,as that they wer*r<kdy to bauehad him into the Court) 

would haue bene much more offended if they had heard him pronounce Kyrtc 
eh fin in ftcad of Kynelcifin 5 efpccially if they had heard him fay Allclulah (ma- 
king therein an Iconfonant)infteadofrh*if!ftlteluya. Fot whereas they faid that 
this his pronunciation made them fufpec>h v im of Luthttanifme , it was becaufc 

he maintaining itto be good, ailrtlTgeVi'<?ertaine reafons Whereby he gauc fomci- 
ent teftiraony that he had ftiidlW the (Sreete and Latin tongue, which this long 
time haue bene thought to infect men with Luihertnljmc and hcrcfic . Wit- 
ne/Te our good Maifter ^^Whd^fl the prelenceofking Francis the firft,obieacd 
to the late Wtttia m S«^(who laboured by all nVeanes to hold me king in his good 

rcfoIution,and to draw him on ufea greateVVbVwardncs, for the'eftablifhing of the 

profelfors of thofe lanouagcs) thattheHebrxIW andGrceke would be the foun- 

f many herefiesiBut fiw^ftoutly wilhlYoGcfthe forefaid ^ 5 prouing him 



forthwith to be but a bedldm}*n*d -that it wWr&t forhirrl^Utdgedf fuch things 

wherof he had no more knowledge merta*>tifiil manof colours. Atid fo the kings 

mod godly cnterprife was hap^Hy-atchceHic^fti ^pite^f bidu^ atid to the great 
Infamy of him and his fufty fellows, as alfo to the great comcntation and lingular 

Y 2 ' honour 



honor as well of the King as of Bade. And (no doubt) it tncie tony wimui 
Sod th s good moWurft haue fpoken the truth they would haue con- 

Shat which a French Poet (hottly after did finely nap them in the : mou th 

w to be feared left the Latine,Grceke and Ebrew would (m the 

end) lay open all their trumperies. 
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How ouranceftorsfujferedthe holy Scriptures to be Juried in an 

vnknmnt tongut \&nd corrupted by fflcglojjcs 

and interpretations. 

Monp the things which poftcrity wil hardly be brought to bclecue 
this (3oubtlcs)wil be noneof the leaft,that our anccftors (hold no* 
be permitted to reade the Scrtpturcs.I thought it therefore not im* 

pcrtincntto fay fomthineof thisargumcnt, the better to fatisfie the 
. fimplc fort,who may well wonder how men could cuer lend their 
dreams and dotagcs,farlies and foolcrics,as we haue fpoken of in part 
ahcady Jnd are to fpeake more at large hercaftcr,confidering they agree no better 
then harpc and harrow. Let pofteritic therforc kno w.that the ftate of the Church 

flood in fuch tcrmes within thefc thirty yeares,that he that had read the Scripture 

in his mother tong.was in as great danger of the hurting chamber ^nd had as great 

need to hide his head,as if he had bin a falfccoyn a fix had commmed foracgrea- 
tcr offence. For he that was found reading the Bible,or had it onely in his houle, 
was furc to fry a fagot ; cfpecially if he did anfwer to fuch interrogatories asfoould 

be miniftred vnto him accordingly. Which rigorous dealing is witneflcd by fun- 
dry forrowfull fongs and doletufi madrigals, publilhed about that time, albeit 

without the authors namcs.Of which argument aUp there was one made ^nm 

i544.bcginningthus, v 

Vote* perdez, tempt \dt me vouiQtr acjenarc 

D'efludier en lafainile Zfcriture. 

Tins men blafmezjlus men youle&reprendre, 
plus m'eftouit,flus me plaiitU letfurc. 

Ce que Dseu nous 

M 

Faut-il qutn lc dtfmde 
Par tour mm & mcntctst 

Ceffez, vosgrtns AU&Atot 



v 



t 



branjle fa main dextre , 
rer que lui feul eft le waijl, 



lofeyour timeihdt would, for fend mimqH 



1 



ding o f the [acred h 
The more ye blame me for fo bleffed deed, ■■■.<:.■■ ■■■■.'»: 

The more I lift ,and more Hike to reade. . : i ;•..■<! 

What God bimfclfe dirt til) flail command^ i 
Shall 'ye with threats and ' torments daresfithftmdf ■ « i 

Lcaucojfyour proud audacious enterprife^ 

left that th' Bternallfbake hU irefull handy - 



• 



And teach you what it is gainft God to rife 



345 



e 



For it fared with many of thofc Do&ors, as it did with thofc who out Sauiour r< 
proticr 1 for raking away the key of knowiedgc,iu tjiat they would neither enter i 
themfclues.nor y et fufFer fuch as would^to entcr.For neither would they reade th 
Scripture thcmfclues^or fufFer others to reade ic.Nay one of their Reuerendtfimi 
was not afhamcd to fay openly (as hath bin heretofore witriclTed by others ) I can- 
not but wonder to hearc thefe yong fello ws alleao'ge the new Teftament : Per diem 
I was aboue jcyeare old before I knew what the ncwTeftamcnt mcant.But what 

reafon had they to forbid the tranflatio of the Bible into the vulgar tongue? Verily 

thisgood(yreafon, bccaufe(forfoothjit was to be feared left the fimplc pcopl, 
Ihould reade fundry things therein , which they would peruert to their ownc dc 



m uc]ion,for want of found vndcrftandingand iudgemcntjand fo would fall 



e 



?" ret ^ urcl,ncs terrors. To which flccuclcs reafon this anfwer was made 
r au "^ cn y carcsa g 0 ) b y a man of excellent parts in thofc dayes: vpon whom 
God hath fincedoubled and ti ebled>and doth ftill multiply the graces of his fpirir. 

Nos grans DocJeurs au cherubin vi(age % 
Ont defendu quhomme naif plus a voir 

La fainfte Rthle en vulgaire langage , 

Dont vn chacunpeut eognoiffance auoir. 

Car (difentMs) defir de tant fauoir 
N'engendre rien qu 'emur fehie ejr fiuci. 

Arpuo fic, 
S'i/efldonauesatnfi 
gue pom tabus il faille ofter ce liure y 

ll ell tout clair quon lent deuoit aujft 

Osier le vin } dont chacun cteux s'enyure. 

That is, 

Our learned Rabbins with their mdm fey no fe, 

Forbidden men the holy writ to reade 

In vulgar tongues:for(eamno(they fuppofe) 

Tiothing but error, paine and care doth breed. 

Arguo fic, 

If then for caufc of this abnfion, 

The Bible mufi be bard from looking on: 

Weeds mote their wine be taken from their light, 

Wherewith they bene each one fo oft mifdigkt. 

But how then i$ that to be vndcrftood which we. reade in Oliuer LMailUrd ( that 

oodold Preacher,) whqre he telleth the burgeflesand citizens of paru,that they 




ad the Bible in the French tongue < Verily he meant a kind of Bible which was 

firft tranflatcd for the nonccjand fitted for their tooth: and after, glotfed with the 
glofTc bf Orleans which corrupted the rexr,yeafo interlaced and interlarded ther- 

with, as that they would be lure it fhould notcrolfe nor contrary their falfe deui- 
fed doctrine s and that nothing might be found in the whole Scripture,which 



ght found aught but hoIinelFe and honour to our holy mother the Catholick 
C hurch of Rome . Thefc were the Bibles wherein they gauc their A ntidotcs , in 

fuch places cfpecially where they feared thcpooreneople might be floifoncd, as 

they fpcakc.Of which argument I made thefe verlcs following, 

comment ont nos Rabbit per mis ejr defendu 

L e liure qtiils ont craJnt it torn eft re entendu f , 

r ? U 
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14 UBibleontdcfcnduenlangagevulgaire, 

Puh foni fat imprimtr } pour aupeufle cwf Utre. 

Cccis'accidebien.car touUinfiquonwtt* 
ZLJques force m teUement on I apprejlc, 

Jefairc mal aucun ilnepeutaU tefie: 
At n tout nos Rabbis vouh laBtble ofitr, 

0 u bien Ims mixtions a in Bible atouficr. 

Hi* haue olrRabLs licenced and for bade 
T be booh fo fear' d of laymen to be team if 

rr both tl4 W« *<* 
The Bibles Ifiwd frfrt^E^- 

It now comes newly J lohngfrom tbepreffe. 

The wine ore rem* "rem the drunken man, 

Or e/fe fo temper dp om the , . 

T bit L/tmaylireamen «p to kumhe torn. 
So, or our Rabbins take thu bookeaway 

foucraigiic Antidote or counter-poifon. 



CHAP. XXXI. 

OJMP'P .. d ii funding the htfime 

ir of the Bible 

Auing declared in the fa^gjg M^iSSm 

except it had men a gium *v ™ trumperies ihould 

nlte Wrprctation >s that they wold befi. c thcr p ^ 

no<bedi£o»e^ 
monsfundry othct wayes. And »' « ^ in y 01 . rat | lerC omicititm- 
t „cy play with .he holy Scripture a C°^*^ e J nor f ling rcC o,dcd in Serif 

to mecrc Comicall o^-J^^K ourSautoor as he fate at table 
.urtof the won* (called a finnc.; ^"SnthcPharifohouMwomaofilw 

(i „A, 7 .)b». only. his. ^^KC)c.«»r*^ 
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and how that after he had laid,T hy fins are fdrgiuen thec~>}\c addcd,7*fy faith hath 
fauedthee.Go in peace . Thus much we find in the Gofpell touching this hiftory. 

JLct vs now fee into how wide and large a field thefc Preacher* wandered , and a- 
mongft the reft cflftw>>(whom J haue fo often alJcadged. )Firft they can teii you 

this woman* name^albeit the Euangelift hath concealed it,) and not that onely, 

but her parentage alio & pedegree: nay futthcrjthat flic was at the Sermon w hich 
our Sauiour made before dinner; neither thatonely , but what talke they had to- 
gether, and iti what tcarmcs . And which is more, UMenot fpcaketh of it, 

as if hec had fcene it liuely pourtraited before his eyes. Forconfider what he 
writeth, fol.160. gup ad primum^CMagdalena (for hce takcth it foraconfcl- 
fed truth that it is fpoken or her) trot Dominaterrenade capo uMagdalon, tamfa- 

piens fluid er at mirumaudiresloqui defapientiaeiut^prudentia^O ergo Kjliagdale- 

na y quomodo vcnijlu ad t ant urn inconuenims, quod vocemini magna pcccatrixiEt non 

fine cauftiquodfuifiis mallconciliata. Data cH tribusconaliariis,quieam pofuerunt in 
tali flatti'.jciltcct primus, Cor por alts eUgantia : feenndus ^temporalis fubfiantiaAertius, 
frit Itbertas nimia.Dc frimo^Prouerb.vlt.^c. Primum ergo quidfuit cauft huius mu. 

Herts perditionit? ¥ uit elegant id corporalis{th^x is,) What was the caulc of this wo- 
mans ruine and defti u&ion> verily her furpafling beauty. V'tdtbaim that (lie was 
made (as a man would foy^of purpofe>to be looked on. Pukhr4 % iuuenis,alujktt- 
ry.chceked, foft and fucculcnt , ruddy as a rofc 4 Minion likc-minfing,plcafantly 
warbling. <Wtf quod non erat mjiqnindecim vel fedecim annorum quando inctpit fie 
v'were, & triginta quando red/it ad bonitatcm Dei burner a, &c. guan do pater fuit 
mortutujlena eratfra voluntate, tMartha firor non Mdehat ci dtcert verbnmx & vi- 
debatur ei quodfkeiehat magnum fonorem tllis qui veniehdnt adiliam.Jguicquid facie- 
bat, erat vmmi her ple>iure 3 and to bmcfxtt^hodieinuitare^c. And a little after, 
This filly tot who had proftitutcd her fclfc to euery comer/™/ in caHrofuo : the 

bruite was noifed already throughout all IcwYy and the country of Galilce.Owwj 

bibendo & eomedendo loauebanturdtea & de titts vita. Martha for or timens T){um& 
mans honorem of 'hcrkinred, being very much afliamedofthe fliamclcllc im pu- 
dency of her filter, a/Aft*! quod omnes loquebantur oi "her & her fwect doings, venit 

ad eam,dicens y O foror, fi pater adhuc viiieret, aui tantftvos amabat, & audiret ijla qiu 
per orbem agitantur ie vobtsfuvdy you would kill him with grcefe Facitis magnum 
dedem progenia noflrA* What isthe matter now? quldvit diccre?*tleu firor jion ^ 

opus efl vitro, procedere^ nequc amplim manifeflan* Scify bene quid volo dicere^ & vbi * M an 

meat pun tins .Eucry child can talke of it. 0*hy pbtrite ! what need you to take care |p ««« 
formefffluft you needs haue an oare in eucry mahs boated wh&t the diucllmeanc Jg< 

you by this geared (Lord faue vsall.) Nonne efts ntagiiiratnea ? gttis dedit mihi 
this (tout dame to trouble me * Vadatisprecorad iomum verjlram : fiio quid habeo 
agereita ben) ficutvna alia. Habeo fen fum&intellettumtoVnoyt how to demesne 

and behaue my felfc. \Surely, it is fo goodly a creature, that (he cannot thinkc of ™mm 

any thine ftue of her felfc . Martha rogabat tarn <vt tret adfermonem;^ confident 

aliquem homine bond vttx, Magdalen a dixit ianitori, ft on dimittas mihi intr.tr t hoc ou 

(hum this mad fiftcr of mincwho bringcth hither nothing but difientlon ,and vn- 
quictnefle, <vbi non confueuit effe n't ft cantus gaud'q \ After this he maketh a long n.ir- 



of the mcancs which Martha vfed to perfwadc her fifter 

; Scrmonmot tellingher what he was, but onely that he was a very goodly 

) for or, ejfetisvaldefaelixftpoffetis vidert vmtmhdminem qui pt kdiut in llic- 
n,Efl}ul<brioromnibtuquoii>nquam*^ 

oftbgood behauiour, andknowes fo welltogiutf kind entertainment 3 as you 

Y 4 ncuer 
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nc ucr few the like. Credo firmiter quod ft videretis cum, efletis amorofa dc et^eftin (lore 

iitnentutisfu.t,t\wd alittlc after,///* cepit tulchra indumenta fud, aquam rofaceam pro 

lauando f ac tern fuam.ee pit jfeculumMdebatur quod effct vnmpulcher angttnt. Hulltss 
earn af^exifet^qui non fnifjet amorefm decaufja ante je mifit mangones portantes great 

ftorc ot crhmiine-cuflrioris > atf different jtbilocum.Marthavidcbat hoc omnia.fm- 

gens nihil vidcrc ; & fequcbaturea ficutfifmjfetParuaancilta.chr/JlM^sameratinme-- ' 

dU prxdiuttorttyveljorte in fecund* parte. After he flicweth how all men honoured 

Ma a dalcti, wondering to fee her come to the Sermon. And that as foonc as our 
Sauiour pcrcciucd her , he began to preach how dctcftable a thing outward bra- 
ticry & pompous attire was.Tiwr (faith hz)ipfccapitdttcftarivitifiJbragasjom044> 

idnitates ^rfpecialiter pecedtum luxurU,& contrd has muUeres ejre. Afterward, he 

ihewes how that notwithftanding Magdalen was touched to the quicke with that 

Sermon , thinking of nothingfo much asof repentance, and leading a new life: 

yet that flic was in great danger to hauebeenedrawne away by hercuftomersand 
old acquaintancc,and brou ghtto her old byas z%x\n.Vcncrunt (faith hz)galandi y a- 
morofi/uflici^oiiic^auidixerunt^urgat'n^^^ 

ftitious by yocntc.Vdddmm dd domum.gu* dixit fl Amid mei- ? rogo, dimittatis me: 

non audijtis quid dixit ilUbonmptadicatorde bants inferni whit eymihipraparatis, 

mft aliud fuiamW. And a little after, Habetat in fuo armariolo fivcer and precious 

water ,qtu vendebdturpondere auri.Capit qudrere de loco in locum ^ de pldtcd in plate- 
am y de dot no in domum 9 jQuis hodie dabit prandium prxdicatorhBiclum eft ei quod in 

domo Simonis . And after,he relatcth the fpeech which flic vfed when flic kifled 
our Sauiouis fcct,and waflicd them with her tcares : and how flic lay crowching 
wider the table likea dog:as alfo how our Sauiour (aid vntoher,0 Mary arife Ana 

that flie fliould anfwcr,itfy Lord t l willneuer rife from hence Jill you haue pardoned all 
my fmsjndgiucn me your blefsing .And how he fliould /ay vnto her, Arifimy deare, 
thyfmnes areforgiuen thcejhy faith hath fined f^tt.Laftly he telleth vs how Martha 
hailing brought Mary Mdgdakn to the virgin Mary flit: kneeled downc before her 

and faid,Madamc,I bcfccch you pardon mc if 1 prefume to /peak vnto you; J hauc 
bene a leud and wicked finncr,but by Gods grace I wil be fo no more-your fonne 
this day hath pardoned mc: happy arc you that hauc fuch a /bnne. Sec here how 

tliis iolly Preacher deciphcreth this hiftory, agreeing fo well with the players of 
the paifion,that it is hard to fay , whether he borrowccTit of thcm,or ttyey of him. 

By players of the paflion, I meane rhofe Comf dians which fet forth rheftory of 

the paflion in rimcto be played in ftcad of other moral matter,or in ftcad of fomc 
phy and pagcant,or both. And fTrMiat this woman (which the Euangelift calfcth 

a flnncr) was called Mdgdalen (as we heard euennowoutof Menot,) and that (he 
tookc her name of the cattle Magdalon>flc it here confirmed by one of theft balla- 
din rimeftcrs (/aucthat in both names be vferh E in ftcad of A) io thefc verjes 
rightly fmelling of the old vcine: 

l'ti won chsfleau de Mdgdelon^ 

Vont ton mappclle MagdeUine: 

On It plus foment nous dllon 

Gaudir en toute io)C mend dine. 

That is, 
/ haue my cm fie Magdelon^ 

Whence I dm called Magdalen: 

Whither we t$ ftort our (ekes have gent y 
In All delight if mldly men. 

He 



vnni-iCR A A A J* 

He further makes h« the wickedeft wretch that eucr was in the world, addifced 
toall viilames whichthq wit ofman can poffibly dcuifc:and he brings herinfing- 
wg wanton and lafciuious fongs 5 and a Squire named Rpdigm courting of her He 
further /hewes, that flie would ncucrgiuc care, nor once liflcn to her After Mar- 
thajmd laft ofafljthe manner of her conucr/ion. 

a But to rcturnc to Menot , let vs fee how he fettcth forth the hiftory of the 

prodigal! fonnc in orient colours, andhowJikea wier-drawer heftretcheth that 

out in length,which the Euangelift had couched and wound vp in few wprds en- 
riching it with allcircumftances forged of pleafurc., and couched in apt tcarmcs to 
makcfport,and to mouc Jaughter.fol.np.iWr qmdam habebat duos film, quorum 

tumor ft pftendtt magisfatuum , quiainconfiansfuiu This young man was wilfull, 
ficWe,andinconftanc,a minion, andaM^^ 

p0 velte,verf4titis&c.qui qudndo ventt ad cognofiepdum fespfumfidm fortitudinem, 
Juam kuentulem/uAmpulchritudin^&quodfdnguisAftenditfrontem, his ftrcncrh, 

his yourbjbis beauty, and that he thought himfclfc no fmall foolctTeme ad pattern 
rfllutusficHtPaP4,& dixit ei^ 

JumtdJidrdM&faauAdoflAceretDeo to do fo much for your cjhildrcas ro callyou 

to his mercy, non exhdreditaretis me Jed haberem partem meant fwt fratermemSctf 
eonfuetudtnes & leges pat rix, quod te viuente nullum jm babeo in fan* mfiru 1 tarn en 
fi/»ft*yeftr,&mc4m4tu. 9 rogadef^ 

vnadu ifed youth habui tfiam Partem de hdreditafe, non trat qiktflio de tor tan do earn 
Jecum. idtoftatim he makerh cheujffcticc thereof, be prifcth^and fcllcth it;^ pomt 
the McQi 'it in fm burf4.^dovtfmtpeci#*rgm ,j} t & fa,, 

sdfitFf 0 npn manebituftcfemperJfte^kfe rtfpicmp* quo modoi vat eft is de tarn bo. 
*4donto,&emj*pparclkd Jikeabcggcr* Supe^ULbebiturptousfto. UKittitad 
ausrendU Drapers, whole falemcn,fillurien,(whp amc thick & threefold to feme 

nim)&apparclledhimfelte^^^ 

of fcarlet well drawnc out,a fairc fbirt with a gathered band, a dublcr garded with 
veluer^ Florence cap,hauing his hairc finely combed & (mooched ,&qu%do fenftt 
the djimask wauing at his hvkjvt fettfit hunt damafcum volantem fufta dorsum, htte 
feemdmuopottit ne mihi aliquidinen,&c.U<tel any thingnow^No:thoU haft 
all thy feathers,!t is now high time for thee to fly* away. Af ter^he reporteth how 
that he fliould fay,hc rauft needs abroad to fee the world, 8c that they which were 
alwayes kept vnder the mothers wing,were idiots and dolts. To be fh or t .that he 

who had not trauailed into forrain cpuntrcys nihil wide (My father hath now laid 

the raines on my ncdcPatermcutUxauithabenamfupA collum. After, herelatcth 

how. that trauailing through Grange countreys;hc fcaftcd this mar^ and that man, 
and kept wng Arthursx6wnd table^ being alwayes accompanyed an d artendrd on 

at his Intlnes With players, naughty-packes and icllc hufwiues. ^ndinthcend, 

how mpojtqua Mnwp/m eratfiMu t vthiH) riicy had drawrie him dry, wi/fr 
tnrpuJchra veJhs0mint>brA£antu^lig4 } bMhietommi quisfafecnm ferefratftciam 

of nw iolly Iacfcc braggards hoteand dublct,cacjy iman carryed away a peece. It A 
auod in brent tempo* fmy. gallant became an apple fouire , apbareJlcd like .1 hou/c- 
burner,as naked as a worme,&c. Aod with much ado, he kepthis fliirt as cleane 
as adi/hclour/ with a knot vpon his /houlder)rocouer his poore carcaflc . Thus 
well intertaincd they him in his profperity,and in all his pompous iollitics. 
3 We readal/b lohn.y.that the high Pricfts fent officers to apprehend Chrift, 

after he had cried aloud in theTemple,r<w both know me and whence 1 am : for Jam 

not ahne^rc. And how he faid to the officers,^/ a title white am 1 with you/fr then 

1 
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CHAP. XXXII. 

#<w lie forefaid Preachers abufed the Scriptures, partly through ignorance, 

and partly through malice* 

1 

Vtthey notcontcnttoparch to the hiftory of the BibJe,as tcl-tales 
are wont to do,to enhance the report & inrich their talc,that it may 
caty the greater (hew, and fo be a lie with a latchctj take farther 1U 
bcrtie toabufe it fundry wayes befides» yea to quote places out of 

it for confirmation of their falfe deuifed doctrine. For there is no 

one conclusion in all their religion /babfurd, fboJifh, or full of impietie, which 
they will not defend and maintainc by one text or other. And with wch pertinent 
quotations arc their bookes full fraughtand farced, who hauc encountered them 

at fbarpe,andgiuen them the foile : where we may Ice their impudency to hauc 

bin fuch>as that they wold not flick to allcadge thole places for them,which made 

mod aeainft them* which they did by confuting their true exposition. For they 

knew they had to deale with fuch as either could not,or wold not vnderflandjand 
therefore no marucllifthey were (b terribly afraid to haue the Bible in thcvulgar 
tongue.'for they Caw thatifitoncc tookeplace, they could no longer rule the roff, 
and 1 cade the world in a ftring,as formerly they had done. Befides,thcy were not 

ignorant, they mould be encountered on euery, fide , andfervpon thickeand 
threefold when men were once armed withanumbcroftexts,againft which 

they (aw they had no armour of proofe to defend themfelues. Whcrtorc we may 

well thinke,that he which found fault with Sa intfaul for vttering fundry things 
which he might well haueconcealed(confidering the fcandall and offence which 

he gaue thereby ) was no hypocrite,but /pake as he thought. The like may be laid 
- of another profound Dottor,who was not afhamed to fay,that if he were perfwa- 

ded that none had S.PaalsEpiftlcs but himfclfe,hc would caft them into the fire: 

vfing this braue Do&or-like Latin, Per diemfi pntarem quodnon effet nift mc^> qui 

haberet Epiflol** P auli t ego mitterem in fanes, DoubtlcfTc the good Spanifh Doctor 

(mentioned before) needed not to wiih S.Pauls Epiftles burnr,(ccing he had a iu£ 
ficicnt excufc for anfwering cither them or any other tcxt,to fay ,Ego non fim The* 

oldgm^gofumCanomJla.^kcm%t\\efoxclz\d books areas full of thefe exam pl«j 
as an cege is of mcate 3 lliopc the Reader will hold me excufed if I allcadge tnem 

not pel-mel,but onely cul out fbme few of them which may ferue beft to difcouer 
their impudency. 

% And not to fpeake of Inuenimm A/^5ww,alleadged for proofe of die Mafic, 

and fuch like places touched before in (peaking of their ignorance (for qucftion- 
lefTe fuch ptofound Preachers and deepe Diuines,as the three Worthies Co often 

before remembredjWould haue (corned fuch allegations) yet I cannot omit the 
Pycard who fuccccdcd oneofthem,andcclipfed (as it w«rc) rhegloryof them a]l 

in the iudgement of our good Catholickcs . This famous preacher intending to 

prouc that we are fiiued by our works,rcnfbncth in this fort . Is itpoffible that rhefe 

wicked Lnt herans (h ould be fo impudent as to deny thaf wc arc faucd by workes, 

when we hauc the flat asdformall text of s.Peterfot proofe hereof? Let them tell 

me the meaning of thefe words, lufim vix faluatur i Is not this the rncaning,that 
the iuft man (hail hardly be faucd? And if he be hardly faucd , is it not (I bcfccch 

you) 
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vou)by his works* Confiderhcre (good Reader) before wepaffc on toafur- 
Sinr^ow malicionOy and impudently this fond fellow cquiuocateth , a. d 
thinkc with thy felfc how many texts he will abule , who maker h no confcicncc 
^ dally with thisdf fuch dcccitfull dealing may be called dallying , whereby 

Xi^S^ mMlKgd ' and inftca wholcfomcdoOrine^re fed 

WUl ! P XXca°u(cmypurpofe is to infift vpon foolifti or malicious allegations, 
and to fingle out ibmcfew out of many, I will fpcake onely of Tuclvas are autho- 
rized by a Councell 5 which Popifh Prelates haue made their Acbtllet to bare off 
the great blowes which might light vpon their images. For m the Nicene Coun- 
cell (not that great and famous Councell holden i vndcr Conftanttne thcEmpcroi 
but due which was alTemblcd inthedayes of ^^.f^f^^^T 

dred years ago,by an EmprclTc who was fo good a Chnfta, that <^™*™ 

ibnnescyes/nd after caufed him topineaway in priG)n,whcrc heended his dates 

in great inifcry :) it was concluded that it was expedient not onely to haue Ima- 
gcs>utalfotoworfliipthem. Now the ftrongeft ^rguments which fyvfedot 
proof e h crcof, were thefe. Firft\a certain Billiop called lohn ( A mbafladour for the 
Halt Churches)alleadged Gen. a. G od created man after his otvnetmMge. Whence he 
infencdrhar I mages were to be vfed. And cantuU she* mc thy bee, fir* ufatre. 
Another labouring to proue that Images ought to be fct vpon Altars , aUcadgcd 
the faying of Clm^cMatb.s.W manliehtetha candle to put it vndera Mell, but 




i >pon a candle flick M itgiueth light to all that are in the houf y . A third , to proue 

that it was profitable to lookc vpon Images , allcadged the faying of the Prophet 
Vmid, rfaUsienatum c(l fuper nos lumen vnltm iui,Domine(as the old interpreter 
doth t. anOatc it)that is,The brightneftc of thy face doth (htnc vpon vs. A fourth, 
allcadged Pfal. i6.v.$. Domine/ilexi decorem domm tut: that is, Lord, IMueloued 

the beautic of thy houfe. In like cafe alfo would they help and aduantage themlelues 

with the fay ing of the Pfalimft,Pfal.48.v.9.^ we haueheard{o bauemjee»e h lay- 
ing that we know God not onely by hearing of his word,but by looking vpon I- 
m ages. Another billiop named Theodoms was aware or this fubttltie : It is written 
(fcdhe)tbat God is marvellous in his Saints. And in another place it is faid,/* the 

C - J **fj which are vpon the earth: Brgoytc ought to behold the glory of God in Ima- 

Another allcadged this iimilitudc; As the Patriarchs vfed the facrifices of the? 
hen :fo ChrifUans ought to vfe I mages in ftcad of the Pagans idols/Thefe arc 
„,<.., goodly alle«ations,which(becaufe they were authorized by this Councell) 
haue bin cinuafed by thefe dialing Friers in cuery fcrmon : to fay nothing of 
fundry other of as good grace , and proceeding from as good a wit andlound 

Wd f 011 Ifaiiy fliall here wonder how it was cuer polfiblc there mould be (especi- 
ally in thofedayes) fuchfottini Preachcrs,as would fbdoltifhly apply the Scrip- 
ture. I will here record a latcfottifli fpecch much more to be wonderedat . ln ( thc 

conference holden at P(^/(thebruitc wherof was blazed throughout the world) 

a certaine <J\tayjlcr KofferczXkd Democbares> pleading for Images agamfta Mi- 
nifter of the word , and percciuing that his caufc went downe the wind , would 
needs maintain it by an argument taken from the glade windovves in Same Benets 
Church, concluding verylogicallyiinhisfort.TbisChurch(quothhe)vvasbuilt 
in S. Dennis his time ,but cuer fincc there haue bin Images in glafle windo wes - 
go Images haue bin CinceS 



To whom the Minifter anfwered 



three words fitly and finely, that his argument was made ofglart 
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CHAPTER XXkll. %n 

S But to proceed on in this difcourfc of theabufe of Scripture!, let vs com t 
thofe that abufed it in fuch diuellifli fort,as great UHabomct himfclfc could 



haucdone worfc.I mcane in difgracing Chriftian religion more then cuer CMa- 
hornet or the Mahomctiflt did. Who may thefe be? Verily fuch as turne it to gibes 
and ieafts,and merry conceits 5 efpecially the deepe diflembling ducking Friers, 
who are not a/hamed to apply fundry places written cxpre/ly ot'om blcffcd Saui- 

our to their Iwcct Saintsjthoie I mcane by whom they intich themfelucs by prea- 
ching their miracles. 

6 V Ve heard before in the Chapter of blafphemies,of fuch as made it but a 
matter of merriment to gibe at fome,and to commend other fome,in playing the 
Scoggins with theScr iprurcj a common thing at this day euen among the Laity. 

Which deuicc me thinks fliould firft hauccome fr6 our M.Pafquinpt being neare 

his fcuroinefle,who Lucifcr*like vfurps authoritic not onely ouer Gods word,buc 
oucr his throne and fcepter)albeit it hath bin pra&ifed fincc,cfpccially by our gal- 
lant Courtlers.For inthe beginning of the raignc of king Henry the fecond,many 
iefts were broken vpon fuch Lords and Ladies of t he Courr,as wcrenorin likefo 



ndgrace they had bencin in thedayes of his fatherj but were as much de- 
bated as they had bin beforeaduanced. One of which I remember Was applied to 

a noble man who had bin in high placc,but was theft take a peg lowcr^Bf ce Adam 

quaft vnus ex nobis fatlus eft. As alio that of a certaine Lady who had a profperous 
wind in the ftearnc^nd was (et(as it werc)on the top of fortunes vthccte^Regtium 

menm noneftdehoc mundoxvihttt I haue alfo fpokenof ccrtaineplaces of Scripture 

wherwith the Friers were wont to /port theTelues and make their wortliips merry, 
T6 which notwithftanding fundry others might be addcd,asthis among therclf, 
Si non ejjet hie mAlcfkftorjm tibitrididiffemus earn* ({token by certaine Monkes of 
a paftv which their Abbot had fen t them $by which they mcanr,rhar if rhe Cook« 
had play cd his part in baking of it, and that the Abbot had liked of it , he would 

haue Cent it. It is further /aid,that this goodly" interpretation of theft words 



of the Pialmift, jjM dat niuem ft cut Ian am: Whiefy fendetb cold according to the cloth 



from the Monkes cloulers 
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7 But nqw we arc to Ipeakc of thofe buffons who abufe the Scripture in their 
Sermons to mooue laughter.To refurne therefore to otir good Preachers, we ai c 

to note thatiomc euen in the/edayes haue made (as it were)a practite and profe^ 

fion,a tradeand occupation therof.Of which nqmbjer \Menot is one.For fobo?* 
coI.3.he faith, When men firft fit downe to meate,thcre is not a word among the, 
they ply their trenchers fb hard, their toqgues fcemlng to giuc place to the office 
of tneir teeth medio autemexit fermo inter jratres^dtcunt enim here Is good bread 
and good wihe.But in tkeer\& y lnomntmterrameximtfoniueorum. And fol.196. 

col .a. TXomint ancillis <ju<e intrant earner am ear tm,^ non cuflodiunt feab ipfisfepl 0* 

Jlendunt qtta non ticet hminibm loaui . Nay,they <fo fo highly honorand feucrence 
the beginning of Saint Johns Gofpell,that they write it jn parchmcht,enchafe it in 
goldjahd hang it about thejr necks tojehie them in ftead of Amulets again ft dan- 
gers} which nowerfjil! prefcmatiuc(frthcy be not very forgerfiill of rhcir Philofo- 
phy)rhcy call Agnus Dw.Thus prophanciy abufinecuen the holy Gofpell it fclfe 

(which is Gods-fpell) to charmcs and fbrceries,ana rriagicall incantations'(which 



better then Diuels-fpels)aswemay fee in Mentis ferm 



8 As fbf tlhofc whc> a^pfy the Scripture written exprefly of our bleflcd Sauior 
to their Sairf<s,we fhal nor find neither can we defirc more notable examples then 
thtofebeforein^ttoneoitaken out ofthebookof Conformities. Vox what could the 

Z diucll 



diucl himfdftifhc were here in proper pcrfo) do more to prophane thcholy SCUD- 
S' of that danfnable booke hath done ,in apply tug not only texts 
o SSokcn cxprefly of Chrift,to this diucllifh impoftor, ,U, as he ftickcth 

not to Tay in the end or the booke, Mult, q«tdcm & alia ftgna fccstfrancsjcusqu* 

Z funt (cripta in hbro ^)but thofc alfo which are written ot the Pitt iarchs 9 Pro- 
Zv. Avol les and other holy Saints of God; But if thelepauiculai. ap P yed to 
Zcfrancu (hall not (haply )giuc fatisfaSion to all,i will here allcadgc others of 
* Deminich. Let vs die. fore heare what ^not contenting , himfdfc with the 

former nlacc*)faith further of his Saint and of his order. Hu (laith hcj 

l.lla rcUgio qua invnt veteri Tefiamentofignijicm^achar^ Eccequatuor quadrt ; 

L See. thatis, (fori will onely iranHatcthde words)Scc wliatancxcelknt religi- 
on this is,which was prefigured in the old Tcftament by Zachar: chap. 6 keloid 

there came foure chariots out from betweene two mouutaines.In the hilt cbanot 
were red hotfes, that is, M i n o r i t n s :In the (econd blackc hot ies,that is,E r i- 
m i t b s -.lnthe third were white horfcs,ihat is C a r m i l i f h $:In thcrourtlilu- 

fty hor/cs of diucrs colours,to wir,thc Prbachino Friers. 

9 Butthcfe Doctor notcomcnttoabufcthcScnpturctomakclport(aswncn 
they made icfts of ccrtainc texts ) or to fill their purfes and panthes the better (as 

when the Francifcan applied that to his Saint Framu , or the lacobtn to his Saint 
Vomimck which wasfpokenof Chrift) being aecuftomcd toa wanton kindcof 

licentious libciticin playing and dallying theiewith,madeit tomcat then wniltle 
and fcrue them for all aiTaics,cuen to confii me their d« cames and dotages jthough 
no mote to the purpofc, then Magnificat for Mattws, to vfc their owncproucrLe. 
In whole Poftils and Dominicals , albeit there be almoft asmany examples as 
Icaucs or lincssyct two or three (hall fuffice. And Mi we will beginne with the 10J- 
, - Preacher Bareict,who vpon thefe words in the laft of Saint Lukc^rtthou m- 

a Pthrimc in lerufalem.and knoweli nit the things that haue btne done there in thefe 

* wfaitlMhat Curia was a Pilgrimein thtce rc/pecls, (for to fit his purpofc the 
better, I mutt tranftatc peregrin* iPslgrime ) namely in regard of his apparcll, his 
|odcine,and the implements which he carried about with him. Firftfor his habit 
and attire a Pil^i imehath a bottle,a fciip, a hat,and a ftatfe.So Chrift had firft his 
bottle via. the il,(h which he tooke of the vitginc Utfatji which was of three co- 
lors: Firft white,through the virgins ^m\\y^poc t i9.4f^Jjawtheheauenspptn^ 
behold a white horfe. Secondly red. with the blood of tl ic crolTe. Efaj 6y. Why art 
</;y^r/^/jr^ Thirdly ,btack,whcn his body became blackeand blew, ypon the 
croflc. Efai the 5 3. Et Imore ems f*»**i f umus » Secondly, he had a fenp, to wn his 
fbule, full of the gold of grace and glory. Thirdly ,he had a hatte, namely*, 
cmwne of thorncs. Fourthly,a ftaffc, viz. thecrofle. This is thercalon why it is 



i 
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b * F'k rime m l* ru f A k>»? namely in regard of his attire^ He 
regard ofhis lodging: For pilgiimcs &C,And did noxMenot 
(on 1 with D vcry good grace(fauc that his argument was noxin forma) when heargu. 

ed thus j Chorea e/l iter circulare : Diaboli iter efi circularetErgo chorea eft. MM Dia« 

M;anjproucdfhcminor,that Diaboli iter e/l V/Wrfrr ; by thefe placcs^pbvi.C/r- 
cuiui umm(notQ that it is the Diucll which fpeakcth)c7 per ambulaui earn. i.VQttv. 
^.Circuit qturens quern deuoretAnd Pfat. fl* In (circuit* imfij amfmUnt \ Rutlct vs 

hrarea niore ftrangedcuice hammered ouf of his ownc head, and confiderhow 
trimly hedefcantcth vpon the ground ofthc Gamuth V.Tj* i,m 1 ,p a,i o l,l A,in 
a mimicall manner plavin g vpon cuery note with fome text of Scrint\ire 3 as if the 

holy Ghofl had purpolely written it for that end. ForbepLtycsvp9n.y,T: vYitb * 
7 ^ text 



text beginrttog'whh v Y,dnd vpon ft b withanotherbeginning\vitb,R a^and foof 

die reft: Which fondand phantafticaUrbnccipt becaufe itdould jiotbekept well 

in Engl ifli, I haue hctcfet it do wne in his owneWds* in ^aiinvfokiy.Golif.Ffis 

MandaniaudttettjuU/td^tdtrigitnrverbum^me^ 

ce.Luc.6.VA vobit qui ridetu, quia flebitts. Et timeo ne cantetis femel candle nam dam- 
natorumjui (Jicutcolumba)habetgemitum &jlelum)to canto. Hie cantm habit Jex 

not. a valde miferabUesjcilicct>V\\ r b, M i, v a , $ 0 v t i> a , Prtmam not a m prof at qui- 

iibet dwnatus dicens, vtinm conlumptw ejjwjie Hnlui\mcvideret i lob.i oJccuttda 

two addit J/cens , Kcpleta enim malu anima mta i-. fifib-dfl Et omnpf /dij refpondent 

cum eo, Repleti fimttt defpefiione y Pfai, 1 it. TertitwoWtncs infirnui cant ant Vicentes t 
ifirabilet fattt fumw ommbn bomimbWA tCorau %um*w cantaf quiltbet torum 

dtcens ^acies tnea intnmuit a fletu.leb. 16. lten*j ficUmmeam optouittaligo. lob.n . 
guintam addunt omnesfinwUicentes^oUujiitiA non\ eft orfw nobis $ in malitiano* 
lira confumptifumu*.Sapj.Sextam canfatftmuldtcentes^lajlatfjunnm^ via iniqui* 
tat/s.Sap. sM tterum.Lafiswn daturrequiesiejr ftltis nip* quafi clibanm exujla efi\ 
& deficit gaudinm cor da noftri,ac corner jits ejl in luSfom cberu6,no#ct\ rjrcecidtt co- 
rona capitis mUri:r,tnobisquiapcccaHimus.Thren&Uimo, 

10 They further abu/c the Scripture in tyjngt tbcmffelue? rothe words (like 
an Ape to his clog)neuerconfidei it ! ig thefcope .'ind circumftaucesof the placc>al- 
belt theif manner is not to.ftand vpon the literal! frnfcatall; but to reduce all they 
haue to fay,to ccrtainc Allcgoricall, Anagogicall and Tropologicall fcnfes.For ex. 

ample^^w^to (hew that we are riot to wondci? ithat the moft holy Saints & dca 

reft fcraitits of God rtiould be fo foxcafraid, wherulcath dra wes ncare and knocks 

at the doreibath thefe words: What^would y©» haue vs more certaine of q wfal 
uation thcjti 5. f<w/,who ^^^wasraui&cdio a vifion^i iandiapt into the third heauen^ 

an cleft vcffdl , chofenby our Lord m be an Apc?ftlo<True it isjie once foidi/ de- 
fire to bt difolned and 'to be With chrifiv But whinit catiac to the point inde^he 
/lunkcbacke,andfaid,/;^^/rv^.C«^r.Adsj25. . 

: . 11 But if further inquiry \vcremade,it.would<nodoubt)l* found thatthey 
haue fundcy other way^rs moft wickedly prophahed ehe holy Scriptures : but for 
thisprcfcncl willcontcht ^yfelfe withthcfeaJrcadyirticntioned.Forinthatthey 
abule certiine places inlollowing the old tranftation^aiid ftan.d fo.ftifly vpon the 
words , that.they ground; ftrangc conclufions the/eon, i jthougli it-be a manifeft 
fault,yct isi<more pardortablc then the formcfr/lioc «he Liripspium will not giuc 
thefe licenttats ( I meant* out great graduats, tlieiBatchelcrsandDotos.of6orf 

bonne) lcaue to bufio their braineswiththiq Grtitoke.and Ebtew.i , but to content 

themfclues ifthey canftrueout a mtJfT^F fliould haucfaid a M4(ItO.With the Latin 

they. find, then 
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Jadlcias for tH e/e lea recti la/iguages^to lea u e]tb dm as th ey. find. 
• . n r.coniehowtoitbeiuightoffhert viilany»^hfcfciuinterte 
moJd/1 fay^of father knauery,tn foifting in a nurtibebpf fenrences vndcr the name 
pf Scripxiire:, whiclnarc not to be foiundieitlier in tbejold or new Tcftament. • No 
matuailethcrfoieif^ 

their teftimonies t6 prouc the verttw.and efficacy !bf their MaUei as we may fectjn 
thecntiofth^n worthy w^kofCohMmiw^ 

fay/nqs in coniendariofniofchcir Maff^athcred(asit is there foid)ouC()f SJermS. 
in tlieriyotkes:nay ,(iv«tfbicl\<are cleatwcrofTertndi flOnWaryto^hqwpQHtof their 

doftriwtfv Aodwcmj^.wril'airureotK.ft 
forth fucfvblafphcmi^,© khat vVhichisfather^d 
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„u,r*t» UtlUAuartum Ckripptfio: quid ficut mors Ckrijii rtdmittu Af<«+ 



fm< attefjicacj >a* thefalston of Chrtjhforaswe amn « ""M»»j 





CHAP. XXXIII. 

of fit her abufes if Scripture. 

Eheardinthc former Chapter howtheprofefforsofthcRo 

religion were Wont to wring & wrcft the Scr ipture,and to ajleadgc 

them hab-nab without either rime or reafon ,and howfomc were 
faulty herein of ignorance, and othersof malice : but here we (hall 

B^-jfce how they abufcit after another manner. Firft therefore we arc 

WHWl that when they faw they could not fet any gloffcvpon their lies and Lc- 
eends fin that they could not find a text though ncuer grained that might giuc 
any colour thereto; their manner was to face it out with fha.nelciTe yes as if they 
had had their budgets full of tickling texts. And how(l befeech you)did they ma ; 
naec the matter? They madc(tbrfooth)cucry lying Legend a maxtmeand princi- 
ple hauing fufficicntlightinitfclfe, and needing no proofc from any place of 
Scripturcthough cuery placebe aproofcand euery text a fufficicnt tcftimony, as 

they would bearevs in hand. For they knew that the poore people, whomtfuy 
had enchanted with the whore ot Babilons filthy cup of abominations, did think 

them to be fuch,withouc all doubt or difpute. And that it is cuen ftMcll me(gcntle 

Reader)how of ten thou haft heard this Prouerbe,/! is at true a* Cod tsm the MaQe % 

fpoken by our good Catholikcs,who were of opinion, that there was no article in 
Chriftian religion more certen and furethen this? Forwhowasnor pafwaded 
inoldtimc that euery page in the Bible did fpcake thereof? Nomaruailcther. 
foie if they entertained fuch fables hand oucrhcad.without demanding proof<r or 
place of Scripture for confirmation thereof. Howbeit they went a (tep further 
when they told the people in their fermos that the Luthtr**s(w\\6 they afterward 
biVi\fedH«z«<»ot$) were much likcthat wicked wretched, who would not 
once hcarc Mafic in all his lifc. wheras his brother Abel (that good Church-man) 
heard it euery day.But a Curatein Sauoy wentfr yond them alljfor exhorting his 
pariftiioncrs to pay their tithes,he faid,take heed(good biethrcn)hovv you follow 
the example of that cur fed caitiflfc Cairn : follow rather the example of good Abel. 
For Caine would neither pay bis tithes nor yet hcarc Made, whereas ^ bcl paicd 
them duly , and that of the faircft,and of the beft s and ncua a day went ouer his 

head in which he heard not one Maflcat the leaft.Now albeit I could eafily name 
this getle Curatc.yet I wil fparehim for this once:only let me add this one thing, 
that he was not fo well prouided of an anfwer, when it was proued to his face, and 
that outof his owne words,that Priefts in thofedayes were maried.For he was as 
mute as a fifli .when he was encountered with this argument. Good Sir, at that 
time whereof voufpeake,rhcn? were bur fourein all the world,ro wit, Adamjaue+ 
Cmejuid Kyibeli nowCwxdid neither fingnoryetlayMaffe. for hecould not 

(you by ) endure to heare it. And as for Abelfrc could not both fine himfclfiyrod 
alfo heare ir.lt remaines thcrforc that Adam fung it , and that Abel w Eve anfwe- 
rcd,and held the torch : whence it fblloweth that Priefts were then maried. Fiut if 
he had had but one dram of wit, he might hauean/wered that there were 'Martin 

rrie/lt in thofe dayes who both fung and anfwered themfelues. Another. Curate 

(his pue-fel!ow)aflirmcd inopen Sermon,that when the Angcli Gdrvelamc to 

falute 



falutc the virgin Mary ,he found her faying our Ladies P/altcr. Arid to lute the /lo- 
ry of Abel who heard MaJfe cuery day, we may not in any wife forget, ho w that 

Abraham^ tfaac , lacob , and other good Patriarchs ncuer went to bed without 

making theiigne of the croflc, and faying their Pater nojler and their Ant Mary. 
Now if a man fliould haue asked thefe filly foules,how they knew this or that? It 
fuificed for a full an/Wer, to fay that rhey heard it of fuch a good preacher; witnes 

the common fay ing,/l ts true, for I beard a Preacher fay fo. 

2 Bur thcdiuell forefecing that thefimplc people would oncday fearch the 
Scripturcs,and fo pcrcciuc when our great Sorbonicall doctors (trained the fti ing 
too high, & went a note abouc Ela s fearing to lofc his right tor default of (hewing 

good cuidence , hath foifted in a number of countcrfet Apocrypnall writings, 
thereby to blcarc the eyes of the fimplc, who cannot percciuc his falfc iuggling: I 

mcane a bundle of bookes fathered vpon the Apoftles or their dtfciples j and yet 

fraught and farced with diuellilh doctrine , flat contrary to that of the Apoftles: 

nay with fuch fablcs,as Chriftian cares can no more endure to heare, then the fi- 
ctions and fooleries of CM a hornets Alcoran. Neither is it of late time that he vfed 
this deuice to (hake and(as much as in him lay) to ouerturnc and ruinate the very 
foundations of our religion : for many ycarcs ago he vented abroad Euangelium 
Nkodemt\EuangelMm I homd^uangelium Bartholom^Euangelium 2(azaraorHm y 
Lib rum Paftoris, and fuch like : albeit he laboureth now af refli to the vttcrmoft of 
his power to infect the world with the flench of them againc. Whereof he hath 
giuen a pregnant proofc in a damnable booke^ intituled Proteuangelion y pM de na- 
talibus lefu chrifti, & matris ipfmv'trginu Marti. For the better authorizing 
whereoflie hath fathered it vpon S.lames, icalling him cofimgerman and brother 
to Chrift . But what containcs it,may we thinkc< Verily fiich fwect ftuffe as this: 

how uituu the virgin Maries mother (and wife to loachim) makes her monc to 
God in rcgardof her bairenne(re,anirmit%tHat be dealt worfe with her then with 
any other creature: worfe then with the very clcmcn ts , the water, and the earth, 
which brought forth fifticsjierbes and plants. But firft flic alleadgeth the example 
of the birds , which flic rcmcmbrcd by fifcing a fparrowes neft in a Lawrell tree 

vnder which (he (ate: and (he had no fooncr ended her complaint,but an Angcli 

tookc his flight towards her 5 (for it iscxprofly bx^adaolauit^nA faid vnto her, O 
^»»r,Godhath heard thy prayer ,thou (hale conceiue and hcarc a child, and (halt 

be famous through the wodd. Wherupo flic vowed to dedicate her child to G od J 
whether it were male or female. The Angcli :hauingdonc his mcflagc , brought 
thc(amcncwesto/^/?^her husband,whowcjiuld notbeleeucit,till hewas by mi- 
racle confirmed in thetruthofthc Angels report. Tobcfliort,atthccndof nine 

moncths (lie was deli »?ered of the virgin Mary* and (according to her vow) prc- 
fented her to God, when (lie was but three ycarcs old : where flic was rccetucd 
with many ceremonies by the high pricft ^ who prophecied that mankind by her 
(hould be redeemed. It is further (aid^that he fet her vpon the third ftep of the Al- 
tar , whereas (lie ftood (through Gods goodnefle) flic began to dance trimly .And 
this (hedid to winnc the loue and liking of the Ifiaelites . Now here if is to be no- 
tcd;that during thetimc ofher abode inthcTemple,flie was fed like a done, re- 

ceiuing her viands from the hand of the Angcli w But when flic was twelue ycarcs 

of age,the Scribes aflemblcd and confulted what com fe they fliould take, with her 
(being now come to thofe yeares) that the fen&ified of the Lord migbt not be 
polluted. Meanetime^^^4^lhebighprie^fc^dareuelation as he was praying 

that he fliould affihnble all Widowers in townc and country , and that each man 

Z 3 fliould 
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thouldbrinp a rod with him.thatmemight b« committed tohiscareand cuftody, 
whom Gof ll.ould ennfe by miiade. All which being done accordingly, * 

amc om of Mb fa rod and light vpon his head : whereupon the high Rneft fed 

God had. hereby imnifeftcd that it is his wil and pleafnre thou mouTdcft haue the 
e^oftta holy virgin. But lefipk refufed, faying.Ihaueagtcatcharge, and 
SSffififc but yong, therefore ( I feare mc) the children of «J«nU 
u"h m«Vo to, if 1 Ihould take her to wife. Butwhcn he heard of the feat lull 

utomcnTsof God which bcfcUOr*iMfa» and "fp. gr' atly moued 

KS he (aid , M« h I take thee here from thcTcmple ot the Lord, howbc .t 
% M S thee a my houfe,and retumc to my Carpenters occupauomand I be. 
feed. God blcfll- and prcfetuc thee now and cuer.Now certain ycarcs aftcr,a S fbc 

won wit a pitcher rcdraw wa t cr,(l,e heard a voice from hcaue laying vnto her, 
2" Zu JLa*. Afterwards are inferred certain femora rake our of the Gof- 

ocl mZ the end iris addcd.how that being now irf.yearesofagc andgicat with 
S a h uing gone f>x monchs) I oft pi renaming from his workc,wherc«vhe 

hao employed iLfelfe for certaine yeares (comming not home to much as once 

in all ha tLe) and finding her great with child.was much amated . And as he 
"rco nmuning with herabouffundry things , an Angell appeared vnto htm, 
and certified him of all thefe proceedings. But it was great p^*&^»ho 
' to r DCak W ith ;.«,pcrcciuing OMary to be with child Jliould make towne 

n counuy Ting of i/againc, in fuch format they were forthwith apprehended 

Zd S before the big" P*ft : where when Ufifi affirmed that he neuer v- 
Z B familiaritiewithher i and(l 1 eagainepK.tefted ^r n.e neuet had eamJ 

„„,! an/withhimnorwithanyotherman .J^ to »^&K5 
of T^r: which when they had dtunke,and felt no ncoounicnee, he fad,that 
fee ne God would not dctecl them , he would not be the man thai ftould con- 
demne .tarn Aftcr/ollow the words of 5. chap.a.how that Ifb was of ne. 
ceffi e bringhct to mhUm by reafon of the royall commaundemem which 
2 from aLk* Of**** it 6 nor done without a lie for the whetftone, and 

X R fuch villous fpecches as thcfe.That when my ^'f't^'^A 
that lire was brought in bed in a eauc neare Btthkm (tang the credit of*. &* 

who wr tcth othenvife,) and that/./?/* found a midwifery great good hi ke) 
who met with another afterwards called uhm, who not bdeeumg -hat a wgm 
eould haueachild.camcto taketriall thereof. But Ihad needeof a b™"^ 
& a face of flint, the like bebauched impudency thar the author of this ftwy had, 
if I (hould fet it downc in Englifh:! will therefore content my felfc with the La- 

L ipfm-.&Jgc m** ihcHl S*mf* "gffi? 
, Raima Ir/Wi", '"'"» ? £Hm " ! ' 

um Lmjtf, efi diem, V. mihi imfU & Hr^-.— um., D<» 

B T But tolcauc the reft to thofe fteelc ftomackca that can digefl itjConftdeting 
there arc many things there ript vp farre worfe without comparifon «V ° f 

«he formericonfider with me (good Reader) alrale, how the dwell hath openlj 



mocked and plaied(as it were) with thenofcof Chriftcndomcin publi/hing this 
bookc, blindfolding in the meane time the cies of the world. For he vfed him as 
his inftrumcnt in the compiling and publtfhing thereef,who laboured tooth and 
nailc,by word and writing,to make a hotch-potch of thefe two religions ( if they 
may be called religions) viz. Mahometizmeand Iudaizmc with Chriftian rcligi- 
onrhim I fay he vied as his AwiAttuenfa whopublikely preached and ftifly main- 
tained fundry groflc herefics,not onely full of blafphemic, but cuen repugnant to 
ciuili honefty : I mcane that worfliipfull writer niafter Willim ? of til. but how 

(may fomelay ) wasiteucr polTible that this booke, being compofed by (ucha 
vile monfter, was not fufpeded, as it mould haue bene, had it bene deliuered by 

an Angell from hcauen?Foranfwer whcrcuntOjWeare to know that the diuell (as 
10id)hath expofed Chriftendomeas a laughing-ftocke, and wonderment to the 
world,and hath (as it were)with Mmstrter pipe lulled our Argofles afleepe,whoic 
office is to ftand Sentinel ouer theStatcTrue it is(I confeflre)the villanics of thefe 
varices were not (b well detected in thofe dayes as they haue bene fincemotwith- 
ftanding Co m uch was theft difcouered,as was fumciem to giue warning thereof; 
which I will lcaue as being now (God be thanked) fufficiently well knownc : and 
will come to the phrafe and ftyle of the booke.I fay then ,and will iuftifie it toany 
skilfull Hebrician,that he hath coyned fundry Hcbraifmes,and fained them of his 
very fingers, and foiftcd them among thofe which are vluall and ordinary in the 
Scripture. As for the phrafe it is fo aflFe<5red,that it doth plainely bewray it /elf The 

matter alio »of the booke was forged by fuch a Ipirite as Pojitls was (if he were not 

the author thereof) in icorne of Chriftian religion : wherctheauthortomakea 

fairc florifli, and colour the matter with fome probabilitie,hath inferred certaine 
fentences of the Euangclifts inmannerofarhapfbdie, and fhuffled in others to 

whicKhefuppofed he could giue fome luftreby certaine texts of the old Tefla- 
mentjas namely that of the water of Iealoufie,&c,Thus thou fecfl(gentle Reader) 
to what impudencie fbmcdiuellim fpirits are grown at this day.But ifany curious 
Athenian clcfire to heare more of this ftuffc (I mcane of fuch coumerfaitc bookes 
foifted in by the craft and fubtilty of Sathan ) he.fhall find a great lurry of them in 
a booke called Ortbodoxognph* ThtologUf&cnfantt* (andgarniflied with fundry 
other flaming titles) which feemes to haue bene written of purpofein fcorne and 
derifion of Chriftian religion.For if thedodlrine therein contained bcorthodox- 
all,doubtlelfe thedoc^rineof the Bible muft needsbehercticall.Necellary there- 
fore it is we mould haue a fpcciall regard to what writings we giuc fiich glori- 
ous titles/eeing that in giuing it to one, we take it from another, they being as co- 
trary as day and darkeneffc Jrany fhall here fay , that fome of them arc tranflatcd 
out of Hcbrcwymd others out of Grccke^ yet when he hath proucd the poinr,he 

may put the game in his eye.For it is eafily anfwef ed,that the diuell can flic w him 
felfe a diuell as well in Hebrew and Grcekcasin any other language. Now rh.9 

frotottitogtUum I haueencountacd rather then any of the re/r/or that it is fathe- 
red vpon Saint /4^i^cofingcrman and brother to Chrift, as the title purported^ 
For in the firfr impreoton (which is in a fmal volume with the annotations) it hath 

this m\cfmeuMgelhttJiue At nmlibm left cbri/li &ipfms ntttrit virginit hUrtd 

firm btHorim dmUmi minor ujonfobrini tjrjratris Domini tefi, Apoftolt primary 
& Bpifiopi cbri/iianorm frimi Hierofilymis . Howbcit in the kscond impr eflion, 
where it i< made a part of the forefaid booke,intituled Ortfodoxomph a s s. James 

k noftoWcd ft)fingemian,but onely brother of Chrlft. f haue,T fty,encounfred 

tni«b6okc rather then any of that raWc, to the end the Reader by this ffraytakc 

Z 4 a 
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160 • r 1 "j ..a «MKiifh (hrh ftuffe vndcr tbcndtne of S . Www, 

, uft of the Kit. ^^J^SwHk-'. »» d a nu "< bc ' ,° l 
whatwould thcy.not dare to do wdu the na ~ An() ^ us much fot a w ft, for .he 

whok tunne Uof tlteftmc iquor,coburand ^ 

d mnable booke publifhed nnce.ha .w ^!"™„Xnds,con. P o W by one 
alfoot the Apolllos hauebindifpcrfcd abroad n>«„d otophanc) tome hauc 

uW^V'ff ttttXSfiJ as in the body of 



thebookc.and to afhrinc mat ncc.rncr » - pu blifhcdby a c 

ucll.lli Monkc called 

c aufe . For befides t hat he <«^^X^^i«P^» ,Mo ! lb 

as ignorant as aMonk,as impudent asa M«M w ^ £ . dcm>that 

fo ignorant , that cucn yong chddren M«^JS^^haheltid«hn« 

^ N ow albeit the fare M £^^£3 when they mean. .0 ftcp 

ficke writers,prcty (lore of mm ^^'^ Aw/VIMOMn <^iff.-t>wM , 

into the pulpit to g.ue their 1*r^ t ming i c rhe old, and 
.hemfclucs with other maner WjA tiny mg. g a „. 

not eucr cloy their auditory with ftale ftuft . . ^' " " ap ^ m J in „ nc 5iy fmoking 
Lr.thcy icadged fuel, as ^^g^^'blrf deLered by 

from the prcfle. Which puts me m mind ot /p ; in Flm 4tMt . 

where hcamrmed,that when Cltia was gr^ 

paines and to follow his occupation /W^ft^^whfcb tetad Bade 
L° him to faw apeece of wood;whcrc he t ^^^l ay angry, would 
b mto fawby, fawed it puer flwrt : ^^^^^tJ^md 

hauc beaten him ; and he SSrfrf i be vp another, either 
taken vpacudgclltodcfendhimlclfc 1 w ™ ch J^"^f A„dwhencctrowwe 

rfthemweilding their ;«-»und W^ffiSSn.^. . Audi re- 

((aid the \-ricr)lcamcd he HWOut of t ^ w j„j„ ti r which 

member I hauc read a like (lory rf ^'^^^ofthcBxidth«fctt> 

^ fiHy panillele the former,^ *^SCT« behad 

whom our *^^Z%faX he wcnturaighttohcaueu.ootlo much 

found in a certain Gofpcl the rcalon wny rrc _ ^ hrfft „ d inw jegjftjic. 

as (aluring Putgatotyty the way; were with him.and that he 

would no, fufe hU ft^^^£SSS*« for *e**» 

flwuld lay vmo htm, I *^*"^"KSd fodk when they hung to- 



g po the erode. Thus we fee rhefe of fo n rf 

w &^diiiw,fe*»*'^^ M ^ 

fundi y miracles able .0 rauifl. them w.th rimw 0 anfwcr5 to 



Vi n A f i c a XXjtUll* irfi 

anlwer.I hauc affo heard of another Preacher who fcrucd his tujnc very well with 
this voyage into jEgipyo affoile a queAion wherewith he was fore rroubled^viz. 
when that was fulfilled which was foretold by the Prophet U%/Uhiel> Et difottd&m 

fimtUehra & teffmfuumuUU de MomfbUfiox he /aid, if was then fulfilled wJica 
our Sau iour fled into i£gypt,bcing but a child.I come now to thcit lying legends 
and pretended reuelations. 



* ■ 

CHAP. XXXIIII. 

Qf fables uktw out of their Ltnnds^ andficb like foggagc 9 

wherewith they (luffed their Sermwu 

\ * 

Vt the ftore-houfe of moft idle , moft addle and Fricr-1 ike fables, 

hath bene and isxhe book intituled The Men Legend of the Sawts, 

containing fuch a number of abfurd and ridiculous tales , that the 

Reader had needc to hold hard bchinde , for marring his bree- 
ches : which French-men do oftcner in the vintage then any other 

(eafon . N cither is he to be too nice or daintiej for he (halLmect with many placcs a 
o u t of which he (hall n euer beable to extricate himfclf,witbou t doing that which 
freuVwater fouldiers do, as not hauing bin vfed to the fea. Amongft which (if I 
may iudge of other mens conceits by mine owne ) the/c may be numbrcd.lVtf /tr 
lunitert4d( who S.Trtncit held for a very holy ma)purpo/ingon a time to play the 

cooke very bw*»cly, put chickens into a great pot,wit}iout either pluming, draw* 
ing or wafliing them 5 as alfo frefli and poudered beefe,fogether with heii>s,pca/e, 

bcanes^uid fuch like pulfc^neither wafliing or clenimg them :and boiling all thefe 
together ouer a great fire, fcrucd in thisgoodly difli of mcate^ind Cct it before his 
feflowes . The ume F rater lumper m t (and here a man had need to hauc a ftrong 
ftomack indeed) being lodged vpon a time in a cood bed, and taire clcane fliet t$, 

layd pilgrimc faluc thcrein,wbicn he left his hoff for full paimcm,without giuing 

him any other farewell. Both which talcs arc taken out of the booke of Conformi- 
ties bctorcalleadgcdithc£frft,foi.tfa. the /ccondMtfg. both chefemodetf ftories 
being there recorded to (hew the humilitie of this holy Frier. But if bumiHiie did 

conhu in the fecond pranke here Ipecified qucfiionlcffe there would be none 
comparable to that of yong children^ for they play this flippery trick ofrpner then 
their nuries would hauethcin: yet we muftno^u<ilgc raflily of this fa4of/«w/f- 
for he knew (it may be) by reuelation that he was to to another hew vpon the 
(beets before he went thence* And what an a manAcl whether q was nor a receipt 
which he had learned in (bmc Legends For let me but (peake this one thing in his 
bebaftcjthat it is fcame probable rhaf the ftinkc vf thejfe excrcmems fliouldoc like 
other mcnsjdpecially confidcring we Jtcade in tlv? foreiaid booke of Conformities 

fol j x.ho w that a Monkc of the tome Couenr called A^w,draue a way the dwell 
by threatning to vntrufie a point into his tbroajetfbr jt is there Cdd,tbat when the 
diucll heard this,he ranne away in a maruellqus rage, as if a temped had bin at bis 
taile;whereas going backe for feare of holy water a he dotb not piake a whit tbc 
more liaft.Now ir the diuell was in fuch a bodily fcarctp be lb peifuiried by Frier 
Jto/^,thpperhjmcdoubtleuc wlwch W«/^<^kfibehiiwJb^ 

pay htthoft withaltwas more then Memphiticall, 

2 Pardon 




t pip . FIRST BOOKE. 

1(1 jo .a, if 1 be toofcroad; for 1 am infbrced toaccommo- 

i Pardon mc good Reader,* I be w tow ^ ^ ^ „ . ^ 

d„c my fclft to the ™«'« fi,.No«rf .hltoding 1 do not (• thou 
inoniack.and would not luftir memro i church.to be tbeit 

ta dK end they go, the holy Mat w by «« wS ^ fa vcry 

fiirciics'But that I may thebaic latisttc : mc rv , MtJemmit. 

& U U fur fin cel. E, f* <»«'&»>> < f^Z^M^t urn** *** 

*.tl« A «^ "*Z£Sk foft atoutL hceke, commaundtng 

pJminick,wbo tooke the ^"W^, him:a nd foortWth they 
,h C m that from thenccfoorth tMhodd n0 ^ Suffetvsto d t p att Whydoeft 
were ntieuoully tormented Mtfe I %? Mnot departed you haue 
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„nto they anfwered , Our «^«^ h S *J (hall not be fet freetfhey 
(faid he) to giuc their words hr y° u ^^ 1 ^^ a£ , a ine not I6ng after, faid, 

Albeit we be vnwovthV , yet hauc we g^ hc ^ £ tin ^ m thev>>htrc the 

fculs of the Martyrs ^J^^gS (ot 4lc'thther) thkbtherfc 
and found it as they had fa.d.^^ 



and found it as they & Lrffth tttfHhr hand;, I<j#j*. 

lowctl^wlVichforthcgraccithath.deleiucsrob * ncfim ^ lc . fedwe ^omen 

ned that as this holy 
fc!ldowneathi S feer,nnd^ 

thou ^ taught be * 




neffe of a great curre,W.th MJ3**ffi . on h gh^cwln^er- po 

downeto b hcrbteft:acrookedvVTithentaW 

ftaiorums which way * ■«* tihtt ^ In the 

uing fisked iW*W and that ^^XffichW her. And thefe wo- 
end went vpby thebekope^nd left a filthy ItmKe Denmo ^ 





CHAPTER XXXIIII. 

men thanked God,and turned to the Catliolickc'falth. But becaufe fuch ft 
thefe ire but Frier-like ft blc* , vcry Jiarfh to all mens ear« that arc not Fricrificd 

Ithinkeitgood whileft they arc nowliftningan*dattentiue,to let them hcareat 
ona-,thc reft I do rcmcmbcr.1 ir ft" rhen (fol.a 1 1 .of the forefaid bookc of Confor- 
mities J we Kcadc how S . Francis, to llicw that he was a pure virgin, ftripped him> 
felfc naked before the Bifhop oUfifepnd others j ' and how he gutic his breeches 
to tlic foreiaid fadicr, (hewing that he was nor dutilcd with women. Thus much 
for the n'iafter.Let vs now hcarc how well his fchollcrs followed his cxamplc.Fol 
6i . Frier Uomrd putting off his breeches at the gate ofnterie ,plit them vpon his 
head, and binding his otherapparell like a fardell about his ncckc, wentftarke 
belly naked through the ft rcets, where he endured many villanies : afterwards he 

went into theFiiery,\vhcreall the lricrscricdfhame vpon him:buthewasfo]io/y 
a mati ,that he rcfpecled not what they faid j telling them that he had done the like 
as he paired through two other cities. There is aifo mention made of another tof 
his di(cipks,which tooke pleafurc in playing the likcpagcant:\vho whether he re- 

femblethe doggifh Diogenes or not,let the Reader iud 

4 And now I come to thofe examples, which wilTnotgitfeatnan his brcake- 
faft,(as the former ) but oncly his belly full of laughing chcare," ib as he may ber- 
haps indangcr that which I (pake of." Andifyoupleafcto beginnewith S. Fran- 
cis ,let vs liften a little to hisgrcat wifedome recorded/^/. 1 74. of the faid bookc 
how he faluted the birds /pake vnto thcm,and called them his brethrcn,comn\an- 

ding them to hearken to the word of God.-and how rhcy hearing him preach vn- 
to them,rek>iced exceedingly^thrufting out their necks, and opening their beakes 
one vpon another, marking him all the while vcry attentively .and how when the 
fermon was endcd>he walked through themiddeft of them, and permitted them 
to depart.Wherupon they flew all away with a great ttoife, and deqided thefelucs 
into fourc companies, according to the foure quarters of rhe world, thei by fight* 
fyirig that the order of Saint Francis fliould be renoumed,and difperfed through- 
out thecartI).AgainCj/&/./4p.wereade thata G rafliopper abode eight da it's with 
him,in ftead of Saint CMary , and that when he called her,flic flue vnto him and 
light vpon his head, and fo taking leauc of him departed, Asalfohow aNi°htin- 
galcand he fong Anthemes a whole day together by courfe. Againe,/5.ir4. 
how he made the Swallows to ceafe their chattel ing,calling the fiften?: A nd in the 
fime page,ho w he cured a man-keene wolfe (which had hurt matiy in the cttry 5 .*) 
by making the fignc of the crofle,and how he made this agreement with himrmy 
brothervvolfc, thou muft here promife me,that thou wilt not raiicn as heretofore 
thou haftdonej and then thecitie will keepc thee. Which the wolfe promifed to 

do,bowingdownehishcadcutdently. Then faid Saint Ff4*rir 4 fwearevnto me 1 
vpo thine honcfty,and thcrwirh put forth his hand • where the vvolfliftingvp his 

right f oote, laid it gently in Saint Francis his hand) Who {aid my brother wojf e 9 

I charge thee in the name of our Lord /e(wC/Jrifi> , that thou follow menow ple^ 

fentl/j which hcdid.Wcreadalfoof fundry Saints, who tooke pleafhre in ta)ktt£ 
withbeafts: but this brotherhood with wolues is peculiar (hake it) to Saint, 



Ffanch, 

5 . Furthcr,who can containc himfelfe when he fliall read h6w Saint M<tfar$ 
us did feufen ycares pettanceamong thorns and bufhcs,for killing ofa tictf WJileh 

verily was another Manner pf penance then that Which Saint Francis did fat ea. 
ting Coquiriam de Wd/wiButl may rfot forget artothW J>rankefil&'!cd : by Saihf m- 

mnkkty recorded fowards the end of his lcgertdy:«*1ch ! was tith&tifb oofc 

com. 



r. 



comoanion indeed , at lcadwifc lb penned that it win mare guuu V 
inZiSr vmo them matter of merriments viz. that there was ahoty Nun cal- 
P?S ? S£d I atahigb, and had endued great painc of it for the fiuce of 

led M^'™ 0 ™* 1 ™^' cucr to hauc it cured: who thinking her f elf e vn- 

SSS^^^tari of him,befought Sain, ~*.o be. 

worthy to .pray ra» » , , immcs ag31 „. where falling a- 

IIXSaS Sain. MM dole by hcund how he 

f T «Kh ,cS ftrone rmcUingointment.wherewitlihcannotntcd 

Sffl^SSS .1 w&t it wasdic mould anfwcr.ha, 

S tX.Wbi* riddle 1 leaue to the Reader to reade as hit fance (1 wB 

55e SC m\ I coneeiue no o.herwife of it, then of the 

ScteSanc 5. / «»r«and 5. C^ieecded M 
form Sand of his inward and familiar acquaintance with Fryer mfci beauty 

hc oncc cmbraccd a,,d liftcd vp fiom 1 6 ' m 

chL on a rime in Mik when ,hekin g would n0t e , n,er ! a,ncl>, ™' 1 n0r ,h ? f f 
Si t wac w Uh h im • a hcardman (who came from feeding hts attelU carrying 

an almS to hk ™(with was gincn him at the pallace ) and feeing rim fakffed 

into his houfe-and hauing but one calfe,caufcd it to be killed anddrcfled tor the. 
And t when "upper was doneSaint C/r«./« caufed the bones tobebirmgh, 
and 11 U ^vpon" elinne,and hauing prayed ouer rhem,.he calfe rofe vp vpon hi, 
ffihSS morning 'he went Jjfc^^tavByWtamR 
asked him why hehfld lenied him lodging f To which whe he could not .el what 

?o anfwa Saint Gtmmt faid,get thee hence, and leaue thy kingdom to thy better. 

Whkh done" nccommaunded ibeherdman mould come ( andbnng his wife 
wi h WmTwhom he crowned king in the prcfence of .hem all, /who wonde- 

rcdat Zkl) I thatcuer after.thc lerdmanand his fucccflbrscmoycd iheking- 

d °T Againe, wc read this fabulous (lory in the Legend of Saint afm* .and 5. 
Z>J^od forword.Popc F(fo(ihe eight after Sain. ov^buiUafamous 
cCch at Kmc in honour of Saint Ofmm and Saint Dmmm. In which Church 

Aerc was one which attended vpon thefe holy Martyrs.whohad hts th.gh almoft 

eSay whh the canker. TVwhom as he was afleeoe thefe te wH 
and brought with them inrtrumcnts andoyntmcnts. And theonefaid to the o- 

"conupt fldhf The o.hcranfwercd.thcrc isan newly buried in the 

Churchyard of Saint Mm tuxtitm , fetch hither fomc of his flefli that we may 
ow i, m tClace.who went ptefently into ,heChurch.yard,andbronghtthfncc 
Z S ma&gh • The/then cuUhe fickc mans thigh , and put Ae dead 

mans M* in fed thereof nd hauing carefully annotnted the wound.caricd h.s 
dueh to tie dead man. Now when the Sccretine awooke, he put Imhand to his 

S but felt no painc, nor yet any fcarre or figne of fits wound. And when he 
oolcthecandlcandfawhisthighwcllagaine, hedoubtedofhimfelfc, thinking 

h?had Some other. Ite^atl»ft»liW^fcV«^^ 

iov telling his friends what had befallen him in his fleepe, andhowhehadbene 
K w&pon they fendingin all had to the dead mans tombe, to know the 

0^7ound the dead maos (high cut oft>d his in the grane,* (lead thereof. 



a out u any ucurc w Know more or incie OIU WIUCS tales, let him rcadc the 

forefaid lying Legendary; oxNicephonu Cahfius hisEcclefiafticall ftoryj who (to 

omit other fables ) rcporteth that Saint Chryjofldmes body Ipake after he was dead, 
and that Thtodofiusthc fimpefour lent letters vnto it : as alio the/crmons or oli- 
ucrMatlkrdjwA Michael AtenotAnd to the end he may furnifh himfeUe tor all afc 
fays,Iet him reade fruttuojifsimos atque afihmifsimos fermoms F r jQ*brielis Baralcti, 

a mo verhifatorum cottu am deftdcrntos: as alfo Stwpncs Dormifecurh where they 

arc huddled together one vpon another, thickc and threefold • But the booke of 

Conformities (mentioned before) contained! mo of rhefefond fab]es,quantity 
for quantity,the any of the reft.There you flial find that it was as ordinary a thing 
with Saint Frrtncis his nouices,to raile the dead, as to drinke a cup of becrc^and as 
eafie a matter as for a iquirrell to cracka nut. As alio how Saint Francis flue a man 
in his iollitie s that he might in a braucry raile him from the dead againe. Foi 120. 

Loc$u eft ditlus de 'Huceria, in quo Framtjcm fecit Mud in figne miraculum y quodcu- 
iufdam medicifiliuprimgenituprius occidit,^ ccntriiu fufcttando rcfittuit. And not 

to rake vp the filth, nor rip vp the fooleries of their other lying Legends, you may 
fee in the former chapter, which cntreateth of our good Catholicks of the Popidi 
Clergie, how many miracles arc fathered vpon him. But the beft is,tbat the moft 
there ipoken of arc confirmed by the tcftirnony of none,butof the diuell(iO farre 

did thofc wicked wretches authors ofthat booke ouer-fhoot themlelues)and that 
fundry miracles which are there laid to haue bene, wrought by him and his difci- 
plesjwerc wrought by no other meancSjthen by Satanical operation & diabolical 
illufions. Which though it^enot there recordcd,yct it was the will of God,thcfe 
fables fliould fo be penned^that they might eafily be defctied. 

9 I was here purpofed to haue ended this rhapfody taken out of* the Legends, 
but that two other came afterwards to my mind,recoraed in the booke of ton/or. 

flwf/«,which in confcicnce I cannot omit. Fol.72. A blind man rubbing his eyes 

with Frier Francis oi'Duraib's frocke, recoucred his fight. Foi. 74. A woman of 
Tholouz>e being gricuouily difcafed withabloudy flixe for thefpacc offourrcene 

ycares, laid in her fclfc,0 if I could but touch the hen) of hisgarmcnt I fliould be 

whole: which flie did,and fo was cured,&c. F0l.tf4.Fner Sennet of %^4rez^c bare 
great deuotion to s.I> whole fepulcher in Babilon guarded with dragons hc 

dcllred to fee; but could not, by rcaion of the long iourncy and fcarc of thole fcr- 
pents. Whereupon there appeared vnto him a huge and monftrous dragon, who 

let him vpon his taile,and caricd htm ftraight to 2>4^/^lcpulchei : where opening 
the rombc,hc tookeoneof Daniels fingers in dcuotion,and forthwith was caricd 

by the dragon backe againe into his place.Many are of opinion that it was an An- 
gel! of God. The fame Fricrjikc a fecond lon.ts.was cart into the fc a in a tempc ft, 
and being luddenly inuironcd with a little cloud, was caricd to the terreftriall Pa- 

radifei whom when Enoch and ElLu few, they demaunded of him what he wa$^ 

And when they heard that he was Saint Francis his brorher,thcy danced for ioy, 
and led him about to flicw him cuery corner of Paradife. From the nce he was ca- 

ried back a^aincoucr the lea in a little c!oud,which maruelloufly afloniflied thole 

that beheld it. 

10 But to returne to Frier Imiferus. F0I.9 1 .Frier tolm of the Valltes affirmeth, 

that he fmelt the lauour oilnnipcm t wcluc leagues off ; and norc that they were 
t welue leagues of good meafure: for he Mlhfluius odorem>feu aduentumjrater Jo- 
hannes de vallsbusy dixit [efinfiffe pet viginti ocio miliaria. And as Frier tnniperus 

did aU this mhumfttic, fo likewifc (to me w his humilitie) hc played with a little 

A a boy 



i«<* , • r ..;n,i,,,mititier«h«easfooufliapartaseuer 

boy at liiicr-totia. And «»*»g£f 53 fa**/*" - / * T 

was playcdby the wifc men of ™ 74- WA;tto u,F«>r Tfa- 

ma at 4 huxhmk m b»mUu !' ' . f • in r al i (vix .in the very words 
Zn I do the rather *"? but , will fan* as fttange 

Vermes whetcini" 

,o the Readers as « did to me , «&mo^ ™ j&foodijdw is,(as I concctuc • .«) 
.\.~~«\„m. that he did it througn nunwii' ff ^ as ( ,cpDorel'iie(t 

fliould not oncly hauc cut off his thumbe , a i wr » & po ffiblc)3S ab- 

hotting to be of die number of f^^w ™ f , h Now 

our Sauiouts body,or wn^W^^S or rather fotiilh humihtie, lcauc 

what puniflimet he delerucd^ fo ' 6*^^,, wh ich King AM dtcfiift 

for the French K in? at Ambmrgh. ' doncd in , hc titleof this Chapter, 

„ Asfortbcirothcrdrugsandd^ 

by them I vndcrftand other tales not gta. ow o ^^mg ^ ^ ^ 

Ser) but forged by fond Friers, ™M™~^lmA o*t rs in oiheiblind 

ok of contemplations, others .m the eels of ™™X* a nd namely of the foure 

rolns.rotitLhecnfto.nofd^ 

foofienbcforcallcadged . ,n rc P?;! ln P/ n ^Sthcvcall his Legend,) or outof 

hat they had i, ou.of.he ftory of ^Kgrf it a« V fecond hand 

fuchor Uan author : and fom nd fometime againe (which 

fron. fuel, as had it by Mentor « a " ' bUt 'Tr 

rom ctime,is ofientime wilh them J *q« *$& n 1 f ake not oncly in regard of 

thc.nfclucs with a W*> ' or ™ J „ ofmcancr p „(on» 

they all vs of the Saints,but oi that lc as i m i„i )t cafily 

™ iiL„„ with them when they fpeale of any miracle as i b r 



bccaulc lie 



,lfo:avf«a!lthin ? with tnem w » « v r ^ for them in 

inferos by fun Jry examples s bu I me *e ^ ^ 

fachcls of thefe worihyfutt wr tcrs <££JW a i(b ce. nine omnigathcrum 
intituled W^*^ 

content my fclfcondy ^* in high account, becaufe 

and ritfc raffc of thofc which the ^^g? ^ C (in t ,f c Sermons intituled 

they helpc to make their ktcchim .hot. The ftory x ,„ 

^efinlcsoutofP^toM 

notonttunlumdredto^ 

doorehindr?dhim,whlC^ 

of the fockct.The fecond ^^^L *« J****, 

™/JJTr •„ There were two yong maids 

that is, (fomewhat to abridge the Latin urgency which 



which conuerfed very fimiliaijy togethcr 5 who on Chrtftmafle encnat nig!ir y -jf- 
tcrthcy had heard thc firft Maflc, (cqucftringthcmlclucs from thc reR of the 

Nunnes,wcnt apart intoau oddecorner of thc Cloiftei ,thcre to chat of this child 
7^,Itftning when they would ring to thc fecond Mafic. Where litring together, 

the one faid to thc other, Why hauc you twocufliions,andI but one < I will lay 
one of them (quoth the other) in rhemidft betwixt vs,for thc child It fits to fit vp* 

on: for he hath promifcd(as thc Euangclift faith) that where two or three nre gathe- 
red together in his namejte will be there tn the mtddefl amougH them, Th is donc.thcy 

fare there together (taking great plcafurc in fach talke) from the Tiatittitie of chrtfl 

to the Natiuttieof 'S.Iohn Baptifljhat is/rom Chi iftmas til Mid(bmmer:all which 

time fecmed to them as if it had bin but two houres.In thc mcanc time the Abba- 
telTe and thc reft of thcNunnes were fore perplexed, wondering not a little what 
was become of thefc nouices.Now it fortuned vpo lohn Raptifls eue,that a heard- 
man pairing by thc place where they (atc,and cfpying a goodly child fitting vpon 

a cufliion betweene them , went forthwith to thc Abbatcflc, and acquainted her 

therewith : who following him to the place,la w this child ,which fecmed to her to 
play with the gitlcs.Thcy then being toutxi there by thc A [)batcfle,were mucha- 
bamcd , and asked her if they had rung to the fecond Mafic < tor they fuppofed 

they had hot ftayd there abouc two hourcsavhcrcflichauing told thcm,that they 

had bin there halfe ayeare,viz.from ChriftmafTeto Midfommer,they wondered 
exceedingly . And being asked whither the child was gone which fare bctwixc 

them',they protcftcd and fwarc they faw no child there. So I had bread & checfe, 
and came my way home.Let vs now come to thc third,taken out of Barelete. S:\mt 

KatherineCayingona time thc fifticfiiftPfalme, beginning {JMiferertmeiDius y 
and being come to Cor mtmdum crc* in me Demarcate m me t O God><i cUane hemx 

our Lord appeared to her,and rooke out her heart: and after three dayes were ex- 
pired (during which time (lie had no heart) he gaiie her a new heart, and faid, 
Gooddaughtcrtf*//kw/c~> Ihaueglucn thee a new heart,that thou mightcft he 
clcane in my fight. In fignc wherebf(although theplace was clofrd vp and healed 

againe) there remained a litlc Icarreeucr after .To which flic hauing refpeft in her 

prayers, was wont to fay^LprdJ commend thine heart and vet mine vn to thee. Which 

tale of a tub he tookc as it fecmes out of thc legend of this Saint, though like a fil- 
ching fellow he cunningly concealc it i 

u And now I hope ( gentlerRcadcr) i hauc fulfilled my promife which I 
made in thc title of this chapter: for which caulc I doubt not but I hauc defcrued 

wcJ of our holy mother thc church. But ro come to their works of fiipercrwgario t 

I wil beftow fome paincs to flicw, how thefc Preachers applycd their rales, (lories 
or fablcs,tn their (crmos.Firft,thcy begin with a place of Sci ipturc,which they cal 
a/Aww(whcncc commcth this nnc phrafe,/// xta themapr^libatum)\\\\\ch if n be 
finable to thc matter they intend to fpeake of, it is fo much the better : if not.thci c 
k noremedy.fhcymuft takeitasit is,and patience. Now herenore,that though 
they were to preach ofany Saint,yct would they take fome text which fpeakes ci- 
ther of Of)iifr,or of fbmcotheiv Forcxamplc, oncofthefermonsin that worthy 
wonVe called Dormifecurc t deSAntto Andrtaftrmont r.bcginncth thu^chrtflo con- 

fixHsfum cruet \Gatit.2.Notatccharifsimi(dicit enim btAtm <^4ugttfiimt< piper vet ho 

frdditto)quod chriftutdrc.Certe hoc fecit fanEhts Andreas \cttm magno defiderio qui- 
euit per bidtium in crusefo in eo obdormiuit in Domino, idco conuenhnter dicit,chriflo 
conpxw fum.And in the fcrmo de S,Auguflino,Tu fignacttlit fimilitudwisDeijpUnus 

faptemU^Ezeeh ,i8 \t\nd a little a&ex : ^uare meriib dicitur dcto(fanclo \yiuguflino ) 

Aa i in 



1)0t bccautc he made any dace fflSte *« » » im of wh » 

confcflctM* he W ycth fuch or f«c places to lorn o ^ ^ . 

they ate written. toJmiLt.DtCriU Um, vpon ; ^ „. 

uu ifad verbumjtt dtuttm acwn»u y i „ 0 bUtrh niter commenda- 

(J „,L ^ «jfa /* » W '££2cS. more 
UkT when ho doth no. oncly apply >^ purpofe.or rather 

againll hi m. Vol picaunnfe 01 wi r ,. fi , ^ a tcxl wmC h 

bout to prouc that (he was ^"^^h ftSten of/.n which accom- 
fpc-akth ot the conception indeed b ut tlvu » V J (4 , . 6ith £ , 

panicth that concept** ,he leaned. flW^-X-^-i-Nwil* 
y vir 6 in o** cu..«h off 

^hmondyslfc^ite.oiieaB^^^^^ 



Utah it one way, ^i^^^SfJ«d his text, 

(entence^theauthorofthe t ^^^^^.ft^atedK^ 
is and hy ouct head and cares m Aultotlc ^ 

fimi>dutt A>t lot jniw.}u»™»»KV And in thefcrmon frtftf* 

fim^cit M+fM'f^f™ ... l t 'N ow this quont io of ^</?«/« hthicks 

e// ohw f W 'S^W^^faipMrt Were loft.we might 

put. me in mind of a deep fa old rime, Ar$„h 



T ropologicaU whereas they fliould hauc made one part Morobgicalitinothcr Myiho* 
iogical^nds third Pfiudological.Sotnc begannc with canuafing of certainc cjuefti» 

ons:orhors vfed lomc other entrance, but to come to that which I prom tied to 

fpeake of,namcly how they appiyed rhefe talcs : their manner was(to the end they 
might apply their doctrine to the prefent occafion)to vie ccrtaine diuifioris jand to 
bring in cuery branch of their diuiflon all the toolifli fables they could-ppflibJy 
deuilc. For example,fl4>*/w handling this text, jgww hac dicetet^ extolltni vocctn 

quadam mttlier dtcit Matw venter qui it portauit : fhorely after his entrance, hath 

thefe words: Applied Euangtlium^do impediment u conftftitnis erit jermo noflerjn quo. 
quin ffo impedimenta pvtt vidend* in prajemti, Primum dicitnr pudpr propalandufeeun* 

dum dfciturtimorrecidtuandi:tertium J &c. All which points hehandlcth in order, 

allcadging (lntcnccs,as well owofprophaneas Ecclefiafticall wtitcrs,and all fuch. 

examples as he could remember, whether true or falfe, fitting the matter or nor. 
As in handling the iecond patten a maxima eft in Theobgia (faith he) quod Bens 

nouit omnia ptccat* noftra/Hon debet peccator &c. And a Iitle after,^ teccaur,pe$e& 

ta tuA font nota.Exempb patet de Abbatt Pdpknutio, qui ad Thaidemmtretricem per- 

rexit in A lex an dr ism, fngens fe ejje mere at or em , ejr ipfim t nut tat ad turpem atium* 
J£v("»% ad fecundam cr tertiam camram peruemffent^ tandem ipfim con duct tad lo- 
cum fccrctiorcm, P o(jumm(Jnqutt Papbnutit*t)vider/\re>/J>ondit t mfi nes Deusvideat % 
almnon videt,Credis(inquit)a Deo videri? Imo heu filia^quantum debemm erubefce* 
re coram Deoji eru befit mw coram hominibut? CompunSa ejr Idcrjmis plena, accept is 
rebut fuiSy qua, erant pretio quadringentarum Ubrarumjn medio Ciuitatis omnia ten- 
fimpfitytouiians luuenes ad aflum ilium, Santlfts toeiipfam mchfitin quo dam lecej 

figillam plumb o per annos tret in poenitentia . Ad profpjtmm . Tdn crubefiju cenpe- 

13 Now whereas I (aid, tbatthcy vfed thcieftimonics of prophanc writers^ 
it is to be obTerued^that they quoted them not onely to proue tnoroll or philofb- 
phical, but fometimes alfo Theolegicattconcluftom&areletefox example (vpon rhefe 

Wordsof the virgin CMary^Beatam mgdicent omnet generalionet) faith, that the Pa- 



gans, the Sibihy Ouid and Virgil did write in her commendation, (fol^i.col^ 

albeit healleadge but this 6ne vcrfc out of V irgil 9 . : ' 

Vltima Cum at venit iam car minis at as* > 



He faith moreouer that the Saracens and Turks dp worfhip hci: in their churches, 
and punifh thofc thatfpeakc againft her^as we may teadc in the Alcoran* The au- 
thor like wife of the fermons intituled D wdi Cecure^x content rooft impudently 

to wreft this place.i, lob. $. T here are three which beare mtnejje in heauen : expoun- 
ding thefe words which beare witneffept thovirgin* e^ryforfooth , that flic was 
concerned without finncaffirming that by thofe three we are to vnderft.md A- 
lexanden'Niccam^CardmiM Bonauenture^nd S.Bern ardpfwhom wcare to fpeake 
more hcrcafter:Nor contcnt to abufe this tcxt^Danicl ^.Thefe three ds iewere with 
one mouth ptaifedGod:m&y\n%\hixihtypraifedGtd^ 

thcr the virgin Mary from ori£»inall fihne. Not content (I (ay ) with tliele falfe aU 

legations and deprauations of Scripture, nor rcfting in the teftimonies of the Do- 
ctors of the Church, alleadgcththeSaracens>and tMahomets Acoran for confir- 
mation hereof. Necmirum(mth hc)qubdtjla affrmatio a Catholicistcneatur^cum e- 

tt.tm Saraceni tllud praconium ftbi attribuant : nam in quodam libro fuo qui dicitur Al. 

coranflui liber fuit adit us per difcipulum Mahometi^rjr eft authenticus inter eos, fie in- 
quit CMahomcti dtfcipalu$\K_sluaiui nun Hum Deidicentem, Nullus deftlqs \Jfdam 

nafcitur quern n$n Xangal Sat an prater Mar iam ejr flittm eiw . guapropter & ipfe Ma- 

Aa 3 ho- 
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tiCZc 3 before he cameio .he rcuimony taken out of the Alcotan, 
hi had I Sed * fuel, texts of Scripture and telbmonics of .be Dofto* a* he 

riSwdBfaue his turne, and had added thereto (the better tofomfk and 
^S^fflaf.e7aU thisJHe then proceeds » 

TSL- of theapplication whereof I nowentreaa. Strut (faith he><*«?*«* 

, ^fitofmMm »»&»> Nimbus (ma* mfrU 

we) confine .heft ate Marry Sir how the 

Zin C w» offended wirhfuch as held opin ion .hat (he was concerned .n fo, 

Mmclv with maiilcr ^ta* iT/r««.,who hamng g.ucn it out three fun- 
7„Z*VZ would proue .ha. (he was conceiucd in finnc, w* euer preuen- 
SSkncs ■ fo that he could not pcrforme his promire : and ho* afterwards 
renewt £ t pur£>fc,.he night before he was to proue his alTerrion^ fell .n» « 

Where whfbecallcd vpon the bleflcd vhgin^ecameprelent ly 

fnm bun and faid, tfa m infmiwm uum^mfMm tfe MM <» f*** 
SL/M prmMMIniMcmekcimfm.hnd, hau.ng lo fa.d me tooke her maids 

Sffi ill, cut out a peece of ma «h out of his fide,& w.rh a needle 
anSc hrccd (&*»/») fewed it vp againe. Whereupon he did no oncly re. 

^tSatdlnVopinion.bm 

mntrarv And as for the other two fablcs.whtch I mould here inlert.I will dererre 
So iheend of he next Cbap.er.Now for a finall conclufion,he bnngerh th» 

todty S^o Wiich I ha£ already fpoken Tresf^i 

fS t*?M turn) S« here (gentle R eader^how Rhctoncally he fafteth 

and & his matter, in keeping thefc tales for to Wl and furcft poofc. For 

mSw nc roarilialleth hisarguments to proue quid eft concept* fine mia 

K™2m«chrmJm. Bur how .hey made thefc tales to feruc their tumes in 
Sne maTrcf concerning eiiher .he wealth or the honbmofour holy mother 

tKprhnrchorbothJam to fliew hereafter. 

u A for .he tales wbieh they are wont to tell vs in their Sermons,* honor 

of their Sainrs- their applicatiomwcrcfuch, that for euery vertuewh.chtheyat 

cribed vn o them (and they would be fure to leaueour noneby rhe.rgood w.ls) 

d, JwouU(for an vnanfwirable argument)adde one fable or other of fomething 

doncor fpokenby thcim 
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wherewith the forbid fmcheri were M 
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Oreouer,theyipcntonepart of thek S<*mion$ in tat»«afing of tctr 
taine oueftiobs which were « fond and friuolou&,# foojiJ)) and fanf 

tafticall as thofc aboucmeniioned* Some of them (I fay) wcrecurin 

ous 5 orhere,not onely curiou$,but alfo vaine and fiiuoJous 5 yea for 

the inoft part iottifh and ridiculous not with Handing fuch curiofirid 
(as it is well knowne) hath benecenfured in all ages. For we ice how grcady it of 
fended s.pauljmd many ancient Doctors after him : among the reft, S> Aug* flint 
Cas I remember ) tclleth vs of one that fliaped a fond fellow fudiananfwer ashis 
curious qucilion well delerucd.Forhauingdemaunded,what Go^ did before he 
created the world : he an(wcred him, that he made hell for fuchcuriou6 compani- 
ons. And Conjlantiiie the Em perour fheweth in a certaine Epiille what mifchiefe 
fuch curious queftions brought with them. Which notwithftanding could not 
keepe Peter LmM y Tbmu Aqvms, and other Schoole-mod from broaching 
thouiands of fuch vnprofitable and friuolous quirkes and quiddities 3 nay fomc 
pernicious and blafphcmous.Neithcr hath it kept our moderne Doctors from dif* 
puting of them in the fthoole$,nor doyly coyning of new. And what ( \ bcieech 
you)do thefc queftions concerne^They concerne God, the diuinitieand huma- 
nitic of ^Chrift^ind the Angels. Asftrum Pempfot pectdre fiveUet>&c. Whether 

Godcoitldfmne ifbewoitU? Whether he am make theft thingswhUh he could in times 
feft? Whether he cen knew any thing which he hneweth net? Whether he could htue t4- 
kttt vpon him humane nature in the weaker fixe ? But thefc are rcierucd for the moft 

illuminate Doctors (I fay illummtis Dotfor 'tbus) trtrum f lures in Chrijlo fliationcs? 

Itemftrum Deus potueritfuppofitare mulierem^ veldiabelum % vel ajinmn, vel cucnr- 
hitam t velftlicemrEtftfuppefitaffitmurhit4m t quemdrndum fucrit cendenaturg; 
edtturamiracutd, & quenam medofuijjet jixa crucii Item, what Md Saint Peter 

bout eenfecrated \ if he had then con fecrated when the hody of ChriH hung vpon the 

erejfe? Jttyhether it jhal he UwfuU to eate and drinke after the refurreclm ? ^ And con* 
ccrning the Angelsw^r they agree wtl together not f Whether God doth vft tht 
mimftery and fer nice of elisor not? Whether, they hegrieuedat the condemnation efthefe 
which are committed to their cuftodyjr not? I omit the queftions which aremoucd 

about the names of Angels and Archangels, their preheminences and feates, to 

wit ,howliigh one is aduanced aboue another 5 and other (peculation^ concerni ng 

their Hierarchy .They hauc alfofundry queftions V* notienibm^ektionihwMani 

tibmJomaUtatibwfltK&ditatibwi erieitatibttt* arid other luch like bald and barba- 
rous words,which feem to haue bin inuented of purpofe to coniurediuels.-which 

vp and downein themouthes offchoolc 



doaors,'as well Nominals as Realty as rhomijls, Alhtrtip>Qccami(lj, Scotijis , and 

the rcft.Thcy hauealfoin former ttmesvainly bulled themfelucsisnd do ftil beate 

their brainei euen at. this day about fond and fantaiticall queftions, which they 
mouc tbuching the articles of our feith and Ghriftian belecfit : and namely tou- 



ching the holy Sacrament of the Altar (as they call itj 
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called 




THE FIRST BOOKE' 

ucr heard of before . « na ^ £ , it thcy haue mould many doubts 

t0 b many and great ^^^S^SS^ hoft, notwithftanding 

fomc fuch hauc befallen rr as th ^™°"™ ™ ^ (4S jt i5rcC0 rdcd fol. 72. of the 

not a word of fuch an accident * bdfe faying Mane vpona 

th« it cM penetrate m» u Tf t „TJn$^ tie amfi Jm* 

whether ftwercfaZlfd* ml U "¥™t u f ; f h , ub , j|tics 

«* '#< •** < hk /n t '££L which made me fay,that we 

firre from refting tbcre.that they w.ll I need s enter n ™« ^ 
toGods clofet and fecret counfe 1. And tho ^StooksoftheBible 
tht0 ugh their 'Xm^fe: gfflffl* bene * 



what was the name of r oW« ^ 



nokffe e plea£mtthcn«hefbn»e I ,vix. fata dj. 



CHAPTER XXXV. a 7g 
mandeth, Sft/ i«r Dmintu nokit quod petm gladto vuntuf ; «jS A*/* 

And in very decd^his qucftiohath exceedingly troubled many of their profou ti- 
de/I Doctors and Preachers.For euen Pafquin himfelfe objected this /entenceof 
ou r Sauior againft the Pope : albeit he knew well enough how to ftiapc him an an- 

fwcr,as we may fee in thefc two Epigrams. 

Theoueftion. 

guum tibi non <tt,u habitu ft Caraphc hello, 

>*r habeas cognita claufra magis: 



? 



guum at jit miles Jtelltq, petunia ntruut 

£uis te frtcipitem sogit ad arma fu 

Infirmis humeris damn at a quidinduit at mat 
<%ud tibi quum libeat pome yon lice at 

Cur refpirantem cjr cur an tern vulncr* murrdt 

Concutis i & Martem CoIm ad arma ties? 



tem/2 

Da mifiris requiem \& ffattum concede malorum > 
St nobis pater es y ji tua cur a fumus : 

Conde finex gladium ,(jr Chrift reminifiere verbi: 

j$uod dixit Petro y dixit ejr ille tibi. 

The anfwer. 

guod dixit Petro Chriftus,»(?//>w effc putctis 
Vielum(PontificumpacePctri£)mihi t 

l^am nefofrm Petri fuccefjor jnec quoque talem 

Ksfgnofiit bonqpars CbrifHcoJarum hodtc. 
Poult ego ((uccejfu c apt it meliore deinceps 

Dufaueant) (itmpji nomen & arma Jtmu/t 

Et Chrift i verbt mcmorintrcpidusA mintftfr, 

Non veni pacem mitten ,fed 'gladium . 
4 And now to returne to tMalcbus whofe care Sa'mt Peter cut of£ thirtfcj 
to hauc cut of his hcad,but that he tooke his aime amiflcsthc fame preacher faitfij 
it was not without caufe that Malchtts was the high Priefts fcruant , feeing that 
Malchm fignificth aking-and hereupon he maketh this Catholick collection, that 



UMalchtums feruantto the high Pricft 5 fo the recall Maieftic of Kings and 



J V 



>f 



Emperours is fubieCt to the power ofPrie/rs. And hcrerhenaming of 
meinmindof another queftion moued by the fame Preacher - viz. Wkychriil 
committed the keyes of the church rather to S. Peter then to S. lohn jrbo was euery inch 
4^ good a man as he? Markchts anfwer. S./*£»(faith he) was Chrifts kinfman, and 
conngcrmanj and therforc he committed the" not vnto him, but to Saint Peter, to 
giuc a prc/ident in his owne example , how in beftowing Eccle/iafticaU dignities 
we fliould not refpeel affinity or confanguinitiCjbut holy neffe of life and conucr- 
(ation.To which ialfo tMafti had an cve,when in ftead of refigninghis foueraiene 
authority to his fonnes, (though wiieand fufficient menj hcrefigned it tolojffiua, 
who was no way allied vnto him, as being ofanothcr tribe. 

j Moreouer, they haue their budgets full ofother curious queftions conccr* 
ningc/^//?and the virgin Mary, which they haue borrowed of their conteplatiuc 
Doclors(as thcy call thcm)as of Landulfhus^Bonauenture, ejre. as namely ^whether 
Chrift euer laughed', oliuer Maillard relying vpon the authority of Landulphus ,an- 

fwcreth that he wept often, but that he laughed not once in all his life : where he 
alfb patchcth together fundry curious queftions, touching the garment which 
Chrift wore 5 as that it was of aflic colour , that it was round both aboue and be- 
low: 



vca ^niScndcrgamuntvndcrit. Hum againe(on thcot her Mr J holds 

fo amort ' ntru.i.lutlmnclhwascxcccdmgt-nJcr.ycalotcnJcrtbta 
t rk led™ « >o.c to hit l* hcelc againft ali.lc (Ion,, .hen rfanothcr had bene 

Sen tat eanplcof the eyc= bu< «.,kc this rcaloi, with you, &od~u,fi U 

w« cell . thi CI.u ch1l.ould know what wasthcgrcatcrtdoloura.u angu.lh 

*,i CI ft lufoed: they hane found that it was that bloody agony and painfull 

.nSWcdvpohhirawbenhcwcnt intothe garden 'at thctwcH home, 
Seat water and blood in fuel, abundance that it madcaprcttybrooke. 

isn't owe me thislectct to be knosvmynay wcthinVrtvaily not by the contan- 
jiut now u ■ , „ ( | , C uclation,(licwed to a deuout woma 

had «t taoSch labour in .hi* Uhalfc. Y« this is no, all = for they 

v Hi el take vpon them to know how the rods were made wherewith Chnft 

wis wi Honed m I'iUis I'allacc, (called the Vutumm ) and how many fltipcs he 

w3l,w tnany thomcs'wee in bise.ovvne.And (..me of them hau« bene 
™tA.o f 1 h>h con.l P lation,that they hauc (bund out new Jtuffein al this gcare: 

w» tyed toTnery twig, which cm bke a mor.Tho.igh 
nrnm.berofftripesallmcnscomtrlationsdonotft.lyag.ee. Foe according 



fivhe had Ike thonfand , vi/..fiuc tboufandoohisbody, and a thoufand on l>* 

iiut what kind of thoinfe were they: Dim />a,(ai.h olmer mtsfarifA. 

08 col iti tunt dcium mmm. SI qmfmit d ,UU tfufmrM cum Bern U- 



lapidtbtis 



6 But Saint lohn hath made them work enough in concealing what our Sa- 
uiour writ with his finger vpon the ground, when the woman taken in adulter* 
wa Wght before him . And among fundiy opinion, touching this matter A/<r- 
«i ritrth ccrtainc fd n 3 .r Adhere he affirmeth that the man which was taken 

forme colume, you (hall find an an( wer to a quell on touching the good tluefe, 

w|,e *" G od can pardon any mam n,ls nc pcnancc>an 

1 Andt neuer troubled them to tell what our Sauiour Hud to h» Diftfo, 

foncci nine the fie trecwhich withered vp by the rootcs-,but imagined preicntly 
S "heir idle brainc s, that he told them that the fig-tree fignified the f S>n~of 

he c wes which fiiould Hiorrly bedcftroycd,becau(c God had curled it. And he 
thatwillnotcreditthisreporgnayreade^f()l.i66 col j.wherehegtuetha 

cS why our Sauiour was then hungry, viz. becaufc hchad had but a flicrf ftp- 

ging.ror they that come late to their Imager commonly but a ^ndc~e: 

Howbcit,hcconfefTcth that it was no corporall but fpnituall hungers fome Do- 
ctors affirmc. 8 Oucr 




they haHP found PUtilmoft^lilie names of thp.mSQ and worn en rpcorded in tbt 

GolpclirvCthatlmay paralieJ^bat which I aflfrjffle&quqn, now, concerning jh c 
name of 74% dog) in fuch (fee that there is not «ijuc,li is tiic ieafthalfepjsny 

farthing, Ganymede among them,lbut can aofwer readily tQfM,cj^ I jijucftions . jFpt 

example, dicy putit:QMpQfqucftion>thatthe wqwiaocallecj afint\er,which came 
to annoint Gliritfs feet a$ he/atcaf taWf t in the ftlmi(i<p hpufo, tYyis called dfar 

OHdgJahp^nd tliat (lip y^bidh fqid^j^r^^ «t fi&r i^/^f^&cwas ca, 

led Marcc/kfhcy hold as jgetcen and futc, as if t(]c. Euangclift hfdftid it • if4r^ 

y*/.7/. col>3<£uHnt h ac dtcirttttxt otitis y^tm qu^4mwljcr : tff$cctfar>fta Mar- 
cclUfimul* beau Mflvtkujhwu LazAri)dmtJleatUA vent tr qui u portauit ^.Thougn 

o////^ Mailkrd lay ondy,thatit wasoneo/ji/4>'/^«gentlewomen J fol.i4p.c6|.5. 

But when they were put \o\\ indeed tQ rind out fomc of thole names, they vfed a 

new kind of Metamorphpfis 5 for when they could not tell the name of the fp.uj- 
dicr that thrufl: our Sauiour intothe fide with a launcc , they call him inplainc 
tcrmcs Luncc ; ao>^ inGrceke being as much tsLmc inEnglifl),; which name 

liath bin corrupted fmcc, and pronounced Longi. But after henad crept mto that 
credit to be regiftred among the Saints ( by doing fo meritorious a workc as 
piercing of our Sauiours fide)his nanie was augmented by a jyllable 9 and he callejd 

(aftci* the Latin termination) Longing 
9 But their curiofitie rannc ouer thebrimnac,when they canie t>P. handle (uch 

queftions as thele; whether Chrift had wot bin crucifiedpf iud<u had not betrayed 
him i whether the virgin Mary would hauc crucified him, if none other would,? 

The former of which you flial find in the Sermons of Bare/ctJitusS.cel.+Thc lac- 

ter,not onely in hisSermons/o/./if^ fyat alfoin MttiptsfiU 6 pjol.j. And (more 
the pitie) they are neuer SEoubled with Jfuch queftions as thcle^but can rclbluc the 
as cafilv as a Iquiril can crack a nut; whereas rhey ftickeand ftand(I meane they are 
notretolucd,but wauer 
which the very heathen 

example) faith, Std qwequtdfit de cerpere^mma qux peccaneritjpfa morietur. Sic rc- 

Iwquo qutfionem arduam de immttalilate anmu. But thele twoqueftions arc no- 
thing in comparilbn of tbofe which I cited before out of Barelete in the Chapter 
of blafphemics^iz. what reafoning there was in heaucn whenit was debated and 

afterwards concluded that Chrift fiiould be incarnate in the wo mt»e of the Vir- 
gin^/.i29.w/.4./^»*,what a ftirre there was among the difciplcs,w(ien they con- 
tended which of them fliould bring the virgin tjHavf ,word,thathe was rifen from 
thedcad,y^/.i^4^#/.4. //r/w,whatrheA poftlcs laid to the virgin tMaryJoelng of- 
fended that her fonne kept not touch with them in (ending the holy Ghoft. And 
what ftrifc there was in heauen(6 moft execrable blafphemy) betwixt the Father 
and the holy Ghoft , both of them refufing to come downc vpon earth, for fearc 

of being handled as Chrift was^/.i78.w/./. Biitwhae tcrmc I ihclc queftions-f 
feeing hcis Us peremptory & rcfolute in auouching them,asif he had found them 

recorded in tnVScripture. i., 

to I proceed now to another queftion,not altogether fo impious as the for- 

mer (cfpecially as the three laft) which lhaue purpofcly kept for tjie winding vp 
of this Chapter, refqruing lor it all the roome that rcmainea^ as being a queftion 

which feemes to chalengc thus much at my hands,that 1 Ihould makea more large 
r and ample difcourfe thereof .Por thew was neuer yet controuerfic in Chriftutn re- 
ligion fo ftoutly, fo vehemently, nor fo virulently ^anuafed and ventilated,, turn- 

: bled 



like the weather-cocke) in handling of other queftion^ 

made conlcience once to call into queftion » UMtnoi ( for 



L Antrim onoofcd and defended. The Doctors oitii^ 

bl ! d u ^^^KSft anotherrncucr was there fiich hold and draw , fuch fx- 

uri banded fo one W 1 * 8 ™®^^^^^^ any qucftion asabout thist 



^m U i..v.«.---»;"-i , . . publicity that (he was concciuco in 
order of the V^^^^^X»UiJL if he did not prouc it by 
finne , of winch «^ t0 ca „' him g m . whereupon when 



opinion 



ercat Councelof Cleargy men and others of note.was holdcn a, r„* 

S™"^ in , f u ii SJnereeation by the Vniuerfitic.and that in to- 

Xw km now b^th nl beftirred themfelue, and fweat abou, this que- 

tm aSo W"' called ^W.writa booke about *reefcorcye«« 

ttion. ft /«w« '«i y wasconceiued and borne m finne: 

S5&|o bchbomcd the matter.that he procured a dotation 

mbe hoi len at HciM<r\h : but Prince VhiUf Count Palatin of Khim hindered 
ft flSS&ictad the nmdfimn appeare ar «», )W here «h.s que- 

ffl Lalongtime vpon the hinges , was then hungvp at a crooke. 

CcTtaTiXaler ir lo%rranea*ar itel^hUapnml^arw^ 
wherin ft "a SUd how .heymigluholdcoun.erpoifeagamft.he.radu^ 

t "i« e m^witie dreiropinionCnorwitbftand.ng "washed 

tofffl by meaLof counrafet miracles) feeing .here was noremedy 

but tCwc?c of nccefllue ro dcuifc one meanes or other, whtch they might haue 

alteXdftbcing concluded in , his conucmuaB Synod , that they were ro 
proceed bv ftHe miral«, ftwasagrecdvpon thatthrspageirntlhouidbeplayed 
C ZZs of*« vhofe names! AbteiwA let downc. To the end 

Sorely mighrcomerorhepe^^ 

SSS t&iuWowhom oneofrhemwhichwasaNecromane«d,r f «ed 
S and obtained a nromife ofayd and fimherance , they ^ 

wind to (pic what occafion they might to aduantage their caufc. It happened not 

Ion" afethat , good fellow one fl£ «s«r a tailor,borneat a^madnfr 

red and marriculated as one of rheir order: who not lone after he had taken theba- 

oft wasWfiicd in .he night by one of thefe ghoftiy filthers , who wrapped in * 
Kent to his celled began to counrerfet a fpmt,making a great rathng no.fc 

by catting otftones,o:c.Whenipon thcpoorcnouicecomplaintng ro thej. prin- 
cipal of tncordcr(<hc felf fame men who plotted this knaucry,onc of which con. 
teifcitcd thefpiriO he was comforted and encouraged by tnctn,and exhorted to 
patience. Ani one night the fpitit fpake to this poore nouice, charging him to do 

jSSfa him . which When hetad made the forcfiid Friers acquainted writ 



I 



opemy 



ng of the laid fpirit. Whereupon one of them began to preach of the fpirit, 

and to ■ eel the people why he did this penance: which was not done wiihout extol- 
ling of their order(which he had made ehoifc of,that he might be rclicued by their 

merits; and cenfuring that ot the Frandfimu Now the fpirit on a time did highly 

excoll the order of the Ustbim to this nou.ce,as well for the honcft good men thae 

were of it,as for the good difcipliiie that was obferued in it;adding.wirhall,that he 
was not ignorant how it was hated of many by reafon of their Doctor S .Thomas, 
who they follow in affirming that the virgin Mary was concerned in fin : yet thac 
many or thefe their maligners and euill willers were grienoufly tormented \>y the 
iuft judgement of Godiyea & that the towneof/tomfhould vtrerly bedc/troyed 



it they expelled not the Ftamifsmt from among them , for teaching that me 



concciued without ilnne$and that Doctor K^dkxandcr of and lohn Scot (the 

fubtill Doctor, both Francifians) fuffcred great paine in Purgatory for maintai- 
ning that opinion. In the end he fained it of his fingcrs,that the blclTed Virgin her 
k\k didaiturehim of her polluted conception, re/bluing him offundty other 

points greatly controuerted among the Doctors: and that fhc printed in his right 
hand the figne of her fbnncs paflion,by piercing it with a fharpe naile;and after to 
afTwage the oaineof his wounds^aue him a little lint made of the fwadling bands 

wherewith inefwadled him in Mtyp. Yet thefe foure Preachers not herewith 
contenr,caufcdhim todrinkc in chanted water, whereby they put him clcancout 

of the focket,and made him as mad asa march Hare j and hauine fo done, printed 
in his body foure other wounds of Cbrift . Where the poore toulc comming to 
himiclfc againc by meanes of another water which they gauc him, wondered at 

his new woundstnotwithftanding they made him beleeue it was the handy work 

of God. After all this,they layd him in a litle parlour apart by himfclfc, which was 
hung about with tapiftry workc full of pictores,whcrcin the paiTion of Chrift was 
pourrraitedjby which he was to learnc the countcnanccs,gcfturcs and behauiors 
of Chrift : all which they did of purpofe to delude the poore people, who had al- 
ready heard of thefe goodly miracles. 13efidcs,they caufed him to play the paiTion 
before thcm,aftcr they had made him feruc out a long prcntifliip.They gauc him 
morcouer a drinkc, which caufed him to fome and froth at the mouth , making 
him beleeue that he encountered death moft valiantly as Chrift had done . To 

conclude, they played fo many prankes with this poore Frier, that in the end he 
pcrcciued part of their knauery . Notwithftanding they handled the matter fa 

cunningly ,that they perfwaded him all was Gofpell: and vfedhim not long after 

as their inftrument to counterfct a miracle. Butall their knauery (which was be- 
fore greatly fufpectod) being at the laft difcouercd and dctc&cd by this /illy foule, 
(whom God had miraculoufly deliuered out of their hands,thcy hauing attemp- 
ted Co many wayes to bring him to his end) a round courfe was taken with thefe 

holy fathcrs.For after that the Cleargy (who had laboured long to faue their liuc^ 

butall in vatne) had committed them ouer tb the fee u la t power: they were bur- 
ned in thetownemedowof^rw,rightoueragainft the Cotient of the Frartcif- 

<r<wx.Thcir names were lohtt fatter Priour 3 Stephen Bolt J j 01 ft Preach cr^Framis VL 
ck ^Subpriour (who was a Necromancer and counterfeited the fpirit J and Henry 
Steniecker Receiucr. 1 haue here omitted fundry like pageants played by thefe la- 
cobim t which the Reader may find at large in the hiftory written ofthisTragedy. 

See hcrc(gentlc R eader) how hornc*mad thefe fond Friers wcrciin being driucn 

to fuch extafics of dcuices to defend their opinions , and to hold counterpoife 

B ^> againft 
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THE FIRST BOOKE. 
.gainttthciradua^^ 

e t a tr v in^ 

packing.togcta w,^ 

tore hauing affirmed that he had nine ^ana or y ^ w . 

he quoted .he greateft part) he begrnneth I ^^ filufE((e r „ dci y m( , 

fit hod 2£*'t imuts l ^'f*j^sSS* irimltgttu, V U ipec 

a£ he aLdges a 

naflage out of ^xjoAr of ft** > Snirit rfuborned bv the UtMmof Btr«e) 

cotrary to that.for the which ^f^^Zt vC c»* nm JUfit 

gauc i, out tha, he ^fiT;^ A**, 

We«,who in thebcgmn.ni of £a •^X^mJ^i^&mmX- 

lignum. cMtUUrd in one of his Sermons bringerh in 

„ On the 0,1 ] C1 "vf',n'„^^ij ue rinB their opinions dialogue-wife tou- 

tvvo damcs,v. Z . truth and falflwod , deimer ng i u F ^ 

ching this article , where W ^^ffiS m the child of wrath, 
0«*j wasco nc«ued m fin* i ^^^KibyAedcahofChrift. 
and vndcr the ci.rfc s and than (he had argum t. ts . F i t ft ) z>Wfaith > 
,l, c had bin » Now after that 

Mhood had allcadged ^«^XWhdne who Led theSer- 

finne,butthatflieh a dafpcc.allpm^ 

(Madame)to.heop.n.c^ 

«-««f^7*^£ , jttwS^W« «™ lentil to hold either 
nutation) that Wok , it fe dangerous to 

n^^ 

"7,* bSSk! au.hour of the Sermonsjntituled MlN bringerh in other 

ifpSSW three miracle, whici. wcte wtough, of pur- 



CHAPTER XXXV. 270 

pofcjfor confirmation of this opinio: hauing firft bcncfobold ns with an impudct 

Satanicall fpirit to faliify the faying off the Plalmift,in cutting of that which made 

not for his purpofc 5 and in ftead of Etinpeccato conapit mc mater wM,alleadging 

oncly thele words conrtpit me mater awaking them for his text and (ubie£tof the 
difcourfe which he made of the conception of thcbletfcd Virgin, & applying the 

vnto her: whence he labors to proue that fhe was not conceiued in finnerjnd that 

by three kind of arguments. Firft, becaufe God prefcrued her from iinne(tor he 

beggcth the qucftion, or rather rakes that for gran ted, which is nfoft of ail contra* 
ucrted.)Secondly,for that it was prefigured in the Scriptures , and auouched by 

the Doctors of the Church.ThirdIy,for that it was conrmcd by examples- But b/ 

what examples I befcech you? Verily by lying wonders, & countcrfaic miracles: 
the very fame wherewith the Jacobins were wont to vpbraid the Francifcans* The 
firft is ofaccrtaine Magijlcr mfler (alkd Alexander) who hauing giuen it out, 

that he would proouc the blcffcd Virain to hauc bene conceiued in (inne , was 
three times together taken with an inm mitie, fo that he could not make good his 

promilc. And afterward appointing a day wherin he wold determine this queftio, 

he fell the night before into a gricuous difeafe: where as he lay fore paincdjic cal- 
led vpon the virgin Mary: who cameto him forthwith, & told him,tbis crofte was 
laid vpon him,bccaufc tie went about to proue that (lie was conceiued in fin. And 
hauing fo faid,flic tookc her maids knife ami therwith cut a pecceof corrupt flefli 
outoi his fidejand with a needle and filkeruhrccd (Serico file) fewed it vpagaine, 
and Co dcparted.Now flic was no (boner departcd,biit hefekbimfclfc wcl amen- 
ded y and reuealcd the whole matter to a fcholler which lay in the chamber with 
him : and euer after renounced his dormer opinion : and not fooncly,but writ a 
great boofceas bigas a dung-hill, in defence of thexontrary. The fccond fable is 
this: A dcilout MM«7ta,going cuefy night intojhQQutrc,to patter oucr his psay-- 
ers, heard commonly a buzzing noifc vpon the virgin Maws Altar,much like the 
btizzi ng of a flycand wondering what if fliould be,he /pake vnto it on a time and 
foid,l adiurc thee in the name ofour Lord lefits chrifo that thou tell me what thou 

art.By and by a voice anfwcrcd>/<f/w Bonauenture.Q fambus DoclorCquoth he) in 

^hat tcarmes ftands the matter with youtf what is the teafon you make this noifcr 
wli()anf\vered,I flial fliortly be wcl and in happy riftatc,for I am one of thofe that 
fhalbc laucd.Only becaufc I held that damnable opinion that the blcfted Virgin 
was conceiued in finnej fuffcr here my Purgatory, and do penance vpon her Al- 
fiu-jbutasfooneas I am purged hereof,! fhali go ftraight to hcauen.^Wr (faith he> 
Bonaucmrapotcft dc ijla conclufmt dictrt illm I *film\ Propter temertificamttrtota 
die. Thcthird i&of Saint ^»W,viz.rhat after his death he appeared to one with 

a markc vpon him } and told him that he had that markc fctivpon him for maintai- 
ning her polluted conccption.Thus wc lee (if we may kleeuc thefe fables ) how 
the virgin Mary was reuenged on them WhicWicldahv fuch opinion of her * as 
(lie mifliked. But let vs hcaiCAvhatlgrcat delight flic tookc in thofe that celebrated 

the feaft of Iict conception. A certainc Abbot called Htlftn beiflg«on a time ricare 
drowning,favv a man apparelled like a Bifliop in his PomifeaUbm (who if wemny 

beleeue BareUt % was an An gel I at the lea ft) who asked him if he defired to retiun'c 
in fafety into his country againe.Thc Abbot anfwering with.tearewhar hedefifed 

it with al his heartihefaid: Vnderftad thcn(quoth hejthat I was fent vnto thee by 
our blciTcd Lady (mother of our Lord ) Whom thou haft fb inftantly called voam 
and tliat tliou.and all thatarc with thecf fliall cfcape 5 if tliou wjlt/pjpom ife mcroce- 

lebratc the feaft of her conception cudy yeare with folemnc proCdlion ^nd teach 

Bb 2 that 



lo tcllctb 5 adding wuhall.that it wasan ftngcllwn c F p hjch 

furtlKrbringsanodKra™ . b ' utan Angdl K . 

is rcucaled by an Angcll.ought to bcMdcn to : a ^ ftQ _ 

ryofthc Abbot «who^^^^ 

conceded w.thoutfi^ , ,j no f incon ( c i„, C eomit 

mauon hacof, of fuch cxccll W 

.hcm.Hisfirftargumcnusthts.Th "^^eoitedMdwiIiii, 
c( , K „,ru,h. but ^JK^SSwS. finnc.His fecond argument: 

Hts-o wcarc 10 hold that the was coniuuw feaft of the 

Nofcaft i, celebrated bu, ^^^'^^^^ eon&q ^ 



N o feaft is celebrated do. conccptio n wis holy tand confix, 

Virgins conception ««lcbrated.br|0 net ^ . 



her conception was holy. . , jch wi ,| ma |< c vs leflito wonderattlie 

I w'll hereunto addeanotlier^ncn About theycate 1470. 

former; viz. how ^^^^^^^^^f^^a^/k- 

vndcr Pope s*m the fourth, ^J^Xl of the Gofpel : and- 
gin Pfalter ( called the and £rod»d Hin t . 

no, herewith contcnt.mftttuted a JLJ£ Prouincial of 

Popes bub, with large .hereof. Nay. they 

amm, countcrerfattc Htadg ^^S^bioilierh^AftebcBMy 
Sntr i^SS^fiSS tt£ A" was as fan* with hi. 

as a woman is with her h wtand. f u ffi t icnt!y informed thee touch- 

.6 And ^(^^^SKSi*. and of their manner of di- 

fag the cHteuions ««^^S«Sfa^ each fide tugging for 
(Duration; as alfo what hard hold tn«c was ■ w - > fi tC s,for confirmation 

ofthriropinions.Atlcaftw^ 
on-.andhowTtu.hin the end g^ 

rant that there are many car. 1 Sdifcoucr the folly which 

by the Ichoole Doctors > vet thefe I '"P^XT ' r ei e euen at this day, who 
ons,but about others alio or as grcai . Holiday; Some allcadgtng 

Saimsrhen aldng without htsemmter s ^ d . fcou(fing 

cha^S 




CHAPTER XXXVI. a 
deft of his difciplcs (when they contended which of them fhould be the greatcft) 

vv.is /^.v4//^,aftcrwards called Saint Ignatius^ Saint Johns dilciple,as fomcaffirmci 

and of thole fond Frycrs,who taught that Cleopas his companion, mentioned by 

Saint Lakt 9 was Luke himfelfc;and that ic was NamanacI who was afterward cal- 
led s » Vrfint. As alio how they are not contented to know that the dilciple (Whole 

name is concealed lohn 1 8.was lohn himfelfe: but will further Icarch how he came 

acquainted with the high Prieft and they haue made fuch diligent inquirie into 
old records(as witnelTcth that lying diucll Tilcefhor w)that they haue found,that 
he came to be knownc of the high Pricft,by felling him his fathers home. 




CHAP. XXXVI. 



Oj 'certainefint fetches and daintie deuices vfed by the forced Preachers to makt 

their mditors laugher wcepe >jo winne an opinion ofholinejfe and to 

ketpc their kitchsns hot : as aljo of their foolijh 

and ridkulotu Jpeecbes. 



Lbeit thefc iolly Preachers (formerly fpoken of) heW this opinion, 
and taught it as a moft certen truth.that Chrift ncuer laughed in all 
his liferyet they followed not his example herein. What lay ^fol- 
lowed < Nay,they tookc fuch plcalure in ridiculous and Scoggin- 

^_ like Ipeeches j as that they were not afliamcd in preaching of the 

paifion ,to vie fundry ridiculous ieafts,and diucrs forts of quips and girding taunts: 
and fomc nor herewith content', haue vied many apifh gcfhircs tending to this 
end. Of which number there was a Francifcan&ho hauing layd a wager that he 




■ifcan y v 

would make the one halfc of his auditors laugh , and the other halfc wcepe, at 



the lame inftantymd chat vpon good fridayjvfcd this dcuice:Hc pur on a garment 

which was very fliort behind, lcauing off his breechcs.Then (landing in the mid- 
deft of his auditory in a pulpit which was open behind , he began to cxelaimc a- 

gainft the impietie of the Iewcs , declaring the cxcclfiue torments which they in- 
Aided vpon ourSauiour Chrift : and withall bowed his head and his moulders, 

and crolTed his armcs in fuch (brr,that he layed open all his hinder parts • which 

thole behind the pulpit had no fooncr elpied , but they brake out into a great 
laughter.Contrarily,tholc that ftood before him could not forbeare weeping by 



reaibn of his patheticall fpeeches and tragicall geftures . And thus he wonnc the 

wager, making the one halfc to laugh and the other halfc to wcepc at the fame 
time. 

2 An other Francifcan (called by trafmw, Robert Lichnjis) hauing boafted 

at a banket,that he could makchis auditors wcepe when he Iiftcd:onc of the com- 
pany laughed him to fcorne,and laid,that he might haply make ibme filly foulcs, 
as women, idiots or yong children to wcepe, but that it was impolfible he mould 

make any man wcepe rhar had any wit. At which words the Monk was halfc mad 

to be fo mocked, and faid,You then (Sir) that lecme to be fo grauc,comc to mor- 
row to my Sermon, and ftand in theplaccthat I fhallappoint you,right oucr a- 
ainft me, and if I do not make you wcepe, I will giue this company a banquet; 
uttf I do,you (hall giue me one.lt being thus agreed vpon,he went thencxtday 
and late where the Monkc appointed him . Then came in the Fr and feat* $tou\- 
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$ .o. THE FIRST BOOKE. 

*' dcd to preach Jind not vnmindful of his wager.bcgan to difcourfeof Godsboun. 

'■ £ a Xoot eflc towa^ 

«, d bUflingsbcftovvcd vpon them: and that .hey were fohardc, ed m there 

i '< wLS waves time .hey could notbc reclaimed by any mcancs , nor drawnc by 

ft ^^S?^««n« , or to mutuall louc and Cam re one reward* ano- 

Ztct prcV.no tic point a lirlc further, in the end he brought in God hurt If 

lo, L» c "n th'^fc:0 heart harder then ucclc,6 bear, harder then dteadamant. 

i ffiS with fire , the adamant is dilfolucd w tl.goa.es bloud: but 

jo I "to can.yet can I not make thee (bed one tearc. And not content to liauc 

fpokn S once or twicc,l.c repcatedit againc and aga nc, raif.ng his yo.ee louder 

' KXtfothatatthelaftthe man rharhad layd the wager with him , could 

fXareweening no.norc.henhisfellowCS.Wh.dnvhcnthcFrat-c^.erp.cd, 

tt c ched out his handand Iaid,//«« »,» . Thefe words h. s aud.rors rooke as 
w en n the per /on of God s as if he Ihould hanc fa.d, 1 hanc- prcna.kd asha- 
uing obtained that which I defitcd , viz. the mollify.ng and foftcn ,ng of the.r 

T" The fame Robert kept a fwect heart by the dnpenfa.ion of bis S Fr.wcu, 
who to Id I him on a time thai (he liked hi.n well in allpoints.wcre it nor for has ha- 
bit p ay bec "hen (quoth hejrcll me in what habit thou hkeft mebeft t h, .the 
habit ofaUdier(quo h n.e.) Goto.faid the Frier, fade no. to come tomy Ser- 

„„„o„w Now the next turning he wen. into the pidntMh tofWori 

hyU f,™,rmcd fouldicr-l.ke a. all po.n.s.vnder his gowne And begrnmng M 
Sermon with an exhortation <o Princes to wage warrcagainft the SawmsfwU, 
^"enemies ot Ch.ifandome, intheend he brake forth .mo. hefe words: 
, 2 ^ ahmentable thing that no man willoffahimfclfc tobcCh.efa.neo/fo 

habit of S .F r«i,and to ierue as a capta.n o. rcommon ifouldicr. At which words 

he caftoff his gowne,and preached halfean houre in the habit ota captame Not 

bug far being lent for by cer.a.ne Cardinals bis lncncb , and demaunded .he 
cXftfita his new kinde of preaching: he an(wered,.ha< he did it to pleafe his 

^ ' 'Xfame 5£ , bring ro preach before .be Pope and his Cardinalsswhen 
he had well confidered all their pompe, and how they , c ue. enccd and adored the 
Wf,idneucraword4>ur^^^ 

nets .' me^ repeated , ft .ring fi.ft on .he one fidcand then on thcother (as thole 
3SS are o, erchaV,) « cnt «* °t**jrif*. leaning all his .audi- 
ommSLd , |on 1 c.lkinghehadbenebetefto(hsw,.s : o,hers > jha.l,e 

,"d ene tainted with fome herefie .And as they were ready to i.npiifon him, a 
Ca.S(whokncwhishumo, better then the reft,andtarehimlo m egoodwit) 
m de t anes to the Pope .ha.hemigh.be fent for . to g.ue a reafon before h.m 
3Si teVh.,ol«™*. Whereupon being demaunded 
X he mean, by fitch horrible blalphemy' be anfwered that his pu, nofe was » 
raiefookenofanorhe^argument (which he expounded vntothan Umar W 
but conlidering (quoth he; that you lb cnioyyour pleafutes mthisworld and 

tint there is no poLc nor magnificence like toyoursiand on the other fide,con- 
fi er "in ZLZ pouerrie.anguin, and mifery the Apoftles l.ucd 1 thought 

S hS dJubilefa either the ApoMcs were great foolea to take fuch a tedr- 
ou and tronblefome way ro go ro heauen or rhefe met, are «r , thcrcad -way to 

liell . But * foryou (Sfo)which keepe thekeyes of the kingdome of heauen, 
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I cannot concciueamilTeofyouras for the Apoftles, I cannot but (cornc them ai 
the vcr icft foolcs in the world , in that liuing as you do, they might haue gone to 

heauen , yet chofc rather to leadc fuch a ftriel and painfull life. .* 

5 1 now proceed to the indentions of other Popifh Preachers recorded by 

the fame author out of whom I had all my former ftorics,namely by Erafmui . A 
ccrtainc Preacher hauing a long time cried out againft fuch as addicted and deuo- 

tcd thcm( . lues to the ieruice of the diucll , reprelentcd to them Vpon the fodainc 

a man with a vizard on his face,hauing eyes like flam mg firc,a great crooked beak, 

teeth like a wild Boarc,and crooked nailes, holding a iorkeora ftrangefafhion in 

his hand,cafting out a hideous voice: who whilcft they all looked ftedfaftly vpon 
lnmJnUlySte wbatamaijieryouferucjcttittg C/b/if/ afide. Which ftoryl will here pa- 

rallele with another very fit for this purpofe,which was payed me or rather giuen 

me in exchange for the fbrmci^by a gentlewoman of Lorraim i my very fricnd 3 of 
one that preached in a village in Lorraine, who after he had (hewed his auditors 

that they fliould all go to hell except they did amend . And what (quoth he) do 

you thinkc hell is? Doyou fee that hole? 1 tcllyou it ftinkes ill, but hell ftiokes farre 

worfe. Where notc,that the hole which he flicwed them was the Sextons poftc* 
riorums, who agreed with him to play this pageant. 

6 I returne to Eretfmm^A\o reports that he had fcene ccrtaine Monkes,who 
paflfing throu'gh the throng to go to the pulpit,coucred their faces with their couls, 
and when they kneeled dovvne to pray tothefountaincofgrace, and laid their 

A uc Maria, knocked their knees lb hard againft the bottome of thcpulpit , that all 
the Church might hcarc the noife. He faith alfo that he heard report of an Italian 

preachcr,who going into the pulpit,coucred his head with a cloake; that he neuer 

preachedin Churches but in the open aire : that he would notadmit any man to 

come and talke with him ( for he denied that fauour to Princes ) that he lay vpon 

the hard boords,contenting himielfc with bread and water jthat he had a pale and 
lenne face as it ithad bin the very pi#urcofdcath:thathefpakcby arr Interpreter, 

and vied Change gefturxs and outcries, by which lie did affright the people; 
(bm times thrulting his head into an halter,counterfaiting with his eyes thofe that 

are ftran^ledjaml then better adui/ed 5 and (as it were) coming to himfclfe againe, 

vncY" icring himfclfe and ftrikinghis breaft with his ftfl:,Cfycd in his Italian ,Mi(cri~ 

cordia. t Mijcmordia\ that he vfed bitterly to inueigh againft dice, cards,and tabers, 

ov alio againft (uch as wore fcathets , fo that he pulled on a time a feather out of a 

gcwrt#wns hat.who fare ncare the pulpir,& rent it in a thoufand pccces.cafting it 

here and there among the people,making horrible outcryes. Hcalfb reports ofa- 
not' .er who hauing made a long and vehement inuecliuc againft the wickcdncflc 

of the people in crucifying Chriftafrcfh, flicwed them a crucin*xc , whereunro 
were tied bladders full of bloud,which fprang forth when he touched them , and 

thereof lie tookeand fprinkled among the people. 

7 Bur let vs n^w liften to theaclions and fpecches of thefc gentle Six Johns, 
of fome of which my felf am witnefte: others I haue heard,and others I haue read! 
fome in the nevves of the Quecnc of Nauarre, andothers elfewhere. I haue heard 
of one who preachingat Or/e<t»j,ieftcd and gibed at his auditors, telling them that 

he would fliew them acuckold , and thereupon made as if he would haue caff a 

ftone ar him : where when they all ftouped downc for fearc of being hit:Oh,oh, 
(qu"»th he) I had thought there had bene but orte^but now I fee you arc all cuc- 

loit/sa 

8 Another in the countrey of Beauuou preaching in a medow,hauing migh- 

Bb ^ tily 



will c 
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tilv inucvcdaflainft the Luther am, told his auditor that he : was much afraid left 
f I o thennverc infeaed with the icaucn ofthcir diucllifh dotfiine:* t her ore 

d ircd thofc whofc conference told them they were not tainted therewith, but 
I c too* and found Catholickcs, to kuccle downe and to take a mouth-full of 
gralTewith their tccth,in honor of our holy mother the Church > which hefecing 
them do, and laughing at them.faid, . 

D epuu I'heure que Dieu me Jit natjlre^ 
le ne <vi tant de beflcs faijlro. 

That is, 

long bane I lwd t and lining haue bene heeding* 
So many bed/Is yet neuerfaw I feeding. 
4 Moreouer, when they we're in a pelting chafe and fuftian fume agamft 
their lutU^rs :thc r niancr was not to fpare no not the diuell himldf* witnefle, M. 
i^^^^oSyiUmm Tartenoii^ho faid to his parifhioncrs , feeing you 

wit take you,and me after. Witnefle fo another Curate 
w to W Pmafcc noreckonifigofanythingltcll you , burrow cuery day 
W andworle : in the mcanctimc lam charged with yourioulcs, which! 
hex ic?A Bcelzcbub-But when I fpeake of mens foules g.ucn in charge to 
S n?ould do the Curate of P iernbufjiere in high great wrong, if 
Xt Mm. This profound preacher to the enoMie might the be tercK- 

11 me to eiuc an account of you 5 and will fay vnto me.Curat oUuerrtbuftt- 
re what haft thou done with thy flieepe t Then fhall I haue ncuer a word to fay. 
Whid! wo d sh c repeated 3 . times, hiding himfeUe euery time in the pt pit : and 
feuin° fo donc,hc lift vp his head & (aid;! know what will anfwer: Beaflso Lord 
tZlinefltbcwme, and beafls ! returne them .True it is,that this cannot haue fo 
goJaS bcin, tnnflatcd into Englifh, as it hath in his propel rdiafaft, being 
fouYhed in abfiiiJand barbarous Limofmcrmcs, and there ore! eaufed ittobc 
tranferibed outofthcoriginall,asfolloweth s ^nfiyendrolou tour den tugamen 

iTmc demandaro ^ 

rebuticsro enmalcUtfontaolia? &yonnymot. Eteuma f eUroenqucro,&dsro ? 
ch cl de PesrebuL-, en quel ey tat fin ta Mat Etyou ny mot. Jit enqnero tu mlt* 

ttndZ W*^^*^- B«tto paraHeletheex- 

*Z\ of the Prieft,who(as Erafmm rcportcth)mcwcd the crucifix to haters: 

te es ago ) who preaching late vpon Attaints day , in a date place, had a yon 

him, who cftfooncs held vpa dead mans head fattened to the en 
of a ft iffe with a candle within it : which he did to make them the more afraidc of 
die dead - as in truth it ftrookc fuch a terror into the hearts of certain women,that 
(as it is reported Jit caufed them to trauaile before their time. 

10 And to quite the former ftory of Robert Licienfs (who foaftonifhcdthC 

Pone and his Cardinals by thefe words which hefpakc asfoone as he was come 

into rhc pulpit, Fy Saint Peter ,Fy Saint PaulM cm cber one who .began his fenno 
in this fom Bj the blood, by the^by the death ofchriflye are redeemed Making 

hisauditoismuch to maruailcin thathc madca htlepaufe after he had faid by the 
blood, by tbeflefbh the death ofchrift. Which 1 heard reported by an ancient father, 
* v hofaidhchearditfromhisownemouth. Howbeitfomefayhefpakethusi B) 

Cods blood we arcfaued,/? Gods death we arc redeemed. Further, this puttcth mc 
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in mind of the profanenelTeof twoCbanons of 3hu> one of which being Godfa- 
ther to one John Gods fbnnc,callcd him P eathy the other being Godfather to his 

daughtcr,called her Venue • 16 that ioy ning the proper names to the firnamc > the 
fbnne was called Death GW,and the daughter Verm GW.Howbcit thefc namcs(as 
fbmc fay) were changed at their confirmation. 

11 Now this kind of fwearing puts me in mind of a Curate in ParU ^ whofe 

Sermons fcrued many players in fteaddfComedies. This iolly gentleman made 

no confidence to fweai e by God in thejpulpir,in defpite of the Lutherans, For go- 
ing about to prouc that they were worie then the diuell jThe diuell (cjuoth he) wil 

run ne away as foonc as I make the fignc of the crof!e 5 but if 1 f Jiould make a croftc 
before a Lutheran y by G.he would flie in my face and throttle me . And feeing I 
hauebegun tofpeakeof this Curate , I will here ptofecute the reft of his Legend^ 

at leaft lo farre as I know.For(if we may bclccuc his owne tcftimony)he is a man 

(doubtleflc) whom God hath graced with excellent gifts : ! fay , if we may beleeue 
his owne tcftimony; for in a ccrtainc Sermon he faid,hc maruclled what mould 
be the reafon that other Curates in this townc preached not fo wcllashejthey wil 
fay(quoth he)they want learning, and you know well enough how thatayeare 
ago I knew nothing 5 and now you fee now learnedly I preach* In another Ser- 
mon he purged himfelf of a falfe afperfton and imputation, by no other argument 
thon the teftimony of his fifter. There are fbmc (quoth lie) wbiebprarc that I 
keepe whores in my houfe \ lo there is my fifter (pointing to her with his finger) 

who fhould know if there were any fuch fcch matter, (for I muft go through her 

chamber to come to my lodging) let her fpeake al«ud whether it.be fo or not* 
The fame Dodtor(who became fb learned in one yeare/ hauing caried a paper in* 

to the pulpit^wherein the Bifliop of Parol and the Official! excommunicated cer- 

tainc of his pariihioners^and hauing let it fal into a hole of the pulpit,hc bethought, 
himfelfc of a daintic dcuice neuer heard of before, and fuch it may be as neuer 
any man dreamed of:for hauing forgotten their namcs,and loft his paper wherein 
they were \vrittcn,hc faid,/ excommunicato all that are in thit hole. But after he had 

better bethought himfelfc of the names ofthofe who were fallen intothchoJc 

(that is to fay,who were written in thepaper which fel into the hole)hc laid he ex* 
ceptcd thcBifhopof yrfwandhisOfhciall. The fame Preacher being angry on a 
time at Utile children , for going vp and downc the ftrcets and tinging filthy fongsj 
Arablementofbaftards(quothhe)gadvp and downc the towne, finging fuch 

an d fuch fongs : I would I were their father, 6 how I would curry them . He a\fo 

icfted merily on a time as he was difcourfing withT/iwry the fecond (who lent for 
him for that purpofei) for rhc King hauing asked him of hisparifllioners j he faid 

they might be good enough , for he preached to tbem dayly » The King hauing 
further demaunded ofhlm,how they caiied and demeaned themfelucs: They arc 

(quoth hej very demure in my prefence^and ready todo all that I comand themj 
but as (b6neas my taile is turned, Souffle* sire: which anfwer the King tooke in 
good pat^becaufe it was.n6t f{)okcn in knaucryyio more then his; other deftqnts 
which he vfed ordinarily in his Sermons. For ir it had bene percCiued that he had 
equiuocatcdof f«t purpofe in the word Soufflee, (which befides bis proper figni-,. 
6cation t Qimcty blow, : is taken of the common people in the fame (bnce with De 
belles^ that it> fujh y he f rates v or he iajkcsidlely,) I bdecuc they would bauc taught; 
himtohaiho&Iowaea|tcr.ahotilCT6fhiMi. ;<,: .^ .i ; 

. lid > Bnttoictunietotbe Sermons; of tb is idle Doctor , bdflitwcdton a time 
a fitte c^oti^bit <aUhough by his owne corifcfTibn he!go£ all bis l^ariljn^in a yearc) 1 
<„ / " * when 
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when lie vied no other rcafon but the authentic of his horfc to confute thofe 

denied Purgatory : whereas others haue .rauailcd both in petty and pro- 
found vea in SuhLinatc DoAots.euen Sain, mricke himlelfe, and haue ah 

Ja , ,o II; the point and yet haue had their mouthes (topped. Tor this sen- 

SSfiKw* *e W.for that they would no. bclccuc l'ur. 
ciioi yVei^oiic^d^sauinfthetn in this fort.- 1 will tell you (quoth he) a ftory,whcre-. 

taovv) the fon of Maiftc, E.N . (now deccafed) & we toe a fa.reho.de at S.Jn. 

rSoumuftknow he isa goodon^andatyourreiu/ce.S/^ftaid^ 

t^SS« him -but cettenly be fecrh fomcthing. Then Ircmfbrcd 

& r at bad heard it told my deccafed mother , ,hat ccttaine apparmooshad 

tTefeneinthatplaceiandtheieupon I ^ r;**t"***»l ***** 

WhTc > my good mother taught mc , and bauing fe done.lbad my man fptine a- 
eainc Which he did.Then my horle goingbut three or toure fteps fmthet.ftood 

S nd died againc ^-./And my man affiiring me that he faw fome- 
ill nc I faidniv D wW^which my father taught me : and prefently my horfe 
wTnt SLt haying the third time,, had no fooncr laid Amu omm, 
^TuZ^m, but he wen. freely, and neuer ftopped nor ftayed after. Now 
See ng thefe wicked hcrc.icksfay rha. there is no Purgatoiy, & .hat wc ought 

not top™ for thedead, I fend theiii.omy horfc wluchcancth mymailc, I fay 

tn m vmaile horfc to lcarnc their leflbn. 

'° 7 Neither muft .his worfhipfull Curate bearc away all .he pnufe of f.,ch 
fub.ility. For a Mobm Fryer called Demkj may well match him, vvhc . vfcd a very 
fto c companion to ptoue a point , where all their Doctors had loft 
Thcfc v Id r M hcL (quod, he) will no, beleeuerhat thebody and blood of 
K j,, , hc Sacrament ot the Al.a,.Pot(£,y theyJifitwcreCo.theyfhould.hc 
fe lit % ^ZSffm foole 5 whcn thUaft a venaifon paftie,doft .hou no. 
fav i, Is fuch or liich a pallyr and ycr thou fecit no, what ts within it. 

XI Wedavly hea,c offundry other coparifom vied by thcfc Preachers t fome 

of v\Xrc plafnly iidiculous,o.l™ no, only ridiculo»s,bu< alfoabfutd& fcur- 

S vci k man wyes prolaning Chriftfire%ion,to they may weHbe cou- 
Sbu & bl (phemous. For .hough we fhould pardon thofe wh.ch compa 



red tlrc erace of Ood to goals dung(in laying that asa gowbcing got to the top ot 
Sr oSungcth here and thcte.toas it runneth down on ejpy&: fo*e grace 
of Cod difpclfedt i, felfe euety where. ) Yet what (hall wefay of '^compani- 
ons who fo profane .he myfterieof .heholy Trinmcas.hat.hey ft.cte not B» 

S paire of breeched Bu, how ,hey applyed i./though 1 haue often heard 

Si tremble to write. A nd thecomparifon which was madeby a good fclfow,who 
gZ; good wilro Vryer m»cU nor any of his Fratcrni.y.was no leffc jw c- 
S thouah much mote witty and of far better grace then theformer.when he re- 
fanftedffic holy Trinitic tc la T u mifcm , inraying.ha,a S the,cwe.e.hteeper. 

fon in, let i„£&ye,bu.oncGod:foa*>4«//?<^^ 

Z wolfc,H Lb a cord l.kea .hcefeyind ye, bu, one man He fetke alfo vety 

ridiculouOy ) who toldfoure 
Sie pulpit in the midft pf hfeftrmon) tha, ,hey woe in allthtngs I Aevnto Cbrift. 

He was taken tfudhe ; fo flwjl you be : he wasbwughtbefowthe Iudge.foM 

you 
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you be: he was bound with cords like a thcefe,lo fliall you bc:he was whipped, Co 
ihall you be: he was led to thegallowes, ib (hall you be : hedefcended into hclljfo 

(liall you I warrant you : but he came baclce againc, to (lull you neucr. But if wc 
would haue a very ht and proper companion indeed^ we muft rcturne to the Cu- 
rate mentioned before, whole fcrmons lerued manyinftead of play bookes or 
pleafant iefte to palTeaway the time.Foi" preaching on a time of the golden Image 

which Nabuchodoridzorfci vp , Dan. 3. It was ( ciuoth he) a villanous great Idol 
like our S.Eaflarti but it was all of foudc gold, would to Godour S. £«/?«c€were 
like it. 

V 

15 If any defire to hearc Other compaiifonsof the like fttaiuc s he may haue tc- 
coutCc to old falkcsj/vho haue good n.cmoncs,or he may reade the worthy works 

which fome of thefe iolly Preachers haue left behind them 5 as namely the Ser- 
mons of LMcnot who faith (fol.i i5.*o/.a.)rhat they haue the lame cuftomc in Pa- 

radife which they haucio Innes in s;w/ic_->.The cuftome(quoth he) of Paradife 
is to pay before mcate,as they do in Sume^ where the gucils that come to an Inne 

muft buy their meate beforehand,if they wil any .Thus Lnzartu firft payed in this 
wodd,in enduringmany milcries,and after feafted in Paradife. Whereas the cu- 
ftome of hcll,is firft to make good chcare , and after to pay for ir , as they do in 

.F>4»tt.Thus the rich man feafted in this wor!d,but now is gone to hell to reckon 

with his hoft. And/tf/.i4o.fl»/.4.he is much more plealant, difcourfing of the rc- 

paft which our Sauiour gauc to thofe flue thoufand mentioned in the GolpeLFor 
firft(faith he)fccing the text faith that there were fiuc thoufand men befides wo- 
men and children, wc muft needs conclude that there were foure rhowfand wo- 
men at the leaft.For we fee by experience, that there arealwaycs tbure women at 

a fennon for one man. Befides (quoth he)I beleeuc that there was an infinite num- 
ber of little children,if women in that country hadas good a cuftomeas they haue 
in this, who would be lory to come to a Sermon without their children hanging 
at their brcfts,& a troupe of others ar their taiies> which eric all the Sermon while, 

and hinder both the Preacher and the auditory. After this,he compares thedinncr 
winch our Sauiour made to rhcle peopfc,to a Limo fins dinner. I wold g/ad/y know 
(cjfloth he) where he learned to make a dinner or a fcaft? I cannot think that he fre- 
quented the greedy guts of this towne, who will not forgctC I warrant yon ) when 

they are at a teaft to drinke with their meate.This dinner ofour Lords was like the 

dinner of a Limofm. You know how beggersin BeauJjLjmdCbampa'mc^mW 
reare thcmfelocsagainfta wall t and pull fixe pound of bread out of their wallets, 
and drinke neuer a drop therewith : and though they haue a pint of wine ftanding 
by thcm,yct they thinkc it a finne once to peepe into the pot. The French do not 

fo,e/pecially the PicarM, who after they haue payed the mot can drinke roundly 

cuery man his halfc a quart <£ efcu: and inhere were a half peny loafe on the boord, 
hcmouldbftfurctohaucaftab that did firft cut it. But this day our Lord made 

the dinner of a Ltmofin. And alittle aftcr:I bclecue (quoth he) it was Lent (as it is 

now j and cuery man ate as much fifh as he would. Our Sauiour at themariageof 

Cans gaiie wineonely,and not bread 5 but here he giucs bread only,andnot wine. 

Wherein he iliewcd his great vvifeclomc 5 for he kept open houfc for all comets. 

The Scripture faith not that the virgin Mary was there: for had fticbcnc thcrc,fbc 

would (I warrant you)haucfatd to her Sonne as (he did at the mariage (I0I1.2.) 

They h um no wine. O my Son,you come veiy fitly to fliew your glory and power 
in feeding this great multitude:I lee they care apace, but the principall thing is 

wantihg,7Y;fj! hue no wine. Here is good chccrc (thanks be to God) but they haue 

no 



2 



8S THE FIRST BOOKE, 

m m»e to JMe , they haac nothing wherewith to rnoiftcn their morfcls . And 
why did not our Wtakc care for drinke as wellas ormcatc^Ianfweyr^ 

that fcjxcaifc there was ftore of water at hand,becaufc he would 
S the miracle more euidently, becaufe he vvould hereby prefigure tbcSacra- 
Z it of t c rF ucharift. Touching the firft, it isfaid,that they came from beyond 
TtoJtS** they fate onlahe gteene grafTe and after they had eaten their 

bis 11 .were perm it ted ro go to the fea and drinke a f**W«4 thaus femng 

hoopcto drink till they but ft .ror he inteibrds hislann with this find 
r ^.M ptfagc I do the rather alleadgc at large<albeit it had bene Mfiaent 

ho wthcy toy L trifle with the Scripture : of which propbancnclTe we haue ai- 
lodged fundry cxamplcsbefore.Howbcit they haue fomc companfons very pi 



d nothing prophane ; as when MailUrd^ faith, rha 'Monkoin thiwClol 




* The £ncc 



d out of their Cloiftcrs Jike pcafe inthepot. 
" 16 : M^rcovieMhefc iolly Preachers had an cxccllct facultic in begging their fma 
nceeflfir i« in the pulpit,and bhiflling no more then ablacke dog^beit fomc d id t 
with far better grace then others^fing uphutnits or words ot doubtful conftru- 
cuo,. very fit for the purpoferas when oncfaid, En nojlrecm on »y void goutte 
Tnohrc lenier on n 'Jd grain. Another : At the firft when I began to preach 
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i\ ukc rbec 
y, lure .i nun 



^SaIo nion" vouj was fiegmaticke, but now I zxitangmnty making an allafion becwixt 

JiMSJ^d^to is,without profit orgainc. Another preaching on a 

or i"*ir.u«y A •< , , { "Fionas were fticcring their fhccpc,faid,/:4 faint mefaut.lwant 

Zli^Z^V^ vndcrft old him J. though he had faid,^ m 
i"'"-?*. faut 1 banc loll my breatb. Sutablc hereunto I haue heard of one who told his pa- 
" {ffl&n his farewell Sermon, that he had bene fecking for one all Lent long, 

hi!! could not find him . And being demaunded who it might be : he anfwcred 

, no that his name ended in tttt. Whereupon one asked iutnifit were not r*metog 

J: ; o : another ifit wee not Penau, a third if it were not Cmtlemtttv. he anfwercd N o. 

t n, r .y a r C lbcn („ndry other of like termination: he told them it was none of 

l ' hc V vl i e Trhcnnll In the end one asked him ifit were not Incite. You haue hit him(quoth 

Z fej haue hit him, it is one U ¥ tUt indeed that I would gladly meet witha 1. 
iMtcricicf >l „ arc t o notc.that there was often great emulation and hcart-bur- 

«»"B begfy. M «and the lace bins . For fo it was, that they which preached beft got away the 

Sftomc. For exam P Ie,an Italian relates/in a book pubhfhcd about tweluc 

vcares ipo) how a FrandLn preaching on a time inatowncof Sictl U made his 

audito s bcleeue that Saint Francis defected into Purgatory once euery yearc 
cull to his brethren . Whereupon the lacobins (who arc there cal led dx brethren 

of the viroin Man ) pcrcciuing that this opinion which the world had ofS.FfAncu 
marred their market -.md cooled their kitchins, began to preach and perfwade the 
people ,that the virgin Mary (who had farre greater charitie and author, tie then 5. 
Francis) differed not thofe that had bene denoted vnto her, or beneficial! to her 
Vnnri« to lie frvinein Purgatory a whole ycarc iong,as Saint Francis did, but 
^S^SSSg that Ly Wday(the clay dedicated vnto her) ftK went 
downc thither to dcliuer fuch as had bene bountiful! or beneficial to her brethren. 

Which aducrtifemcttfs brought them in credit againc, fothat ^^^J 



I 4 



cuftom^Mtue^before. And futabie ltd this, talfeof Pdrgatoiy,! rdateti 6riff bcfiwei 
of a certain ghoftly fatha* who preaching at RoiAkauft told his audi toft ebaibfctw 

any thing is giue tor tbi-cjcad,thc ibules 1 hearingtht foiihd of ihe mohy fiilling^to 

the bafifl or poorc ^ mansboxe,cry iilg ting,ring^arfifo cxcwdinglglid andtytofttidj 
that they laugh out for ioy^ind crie la%haihajhiihivhi a Hit,herid E^partamcs^ 
ftory ota Curate of i^Cas I rcmcaibcr ) whb tpldjhisjpariihfofieis irj)ii^rt(wnj 
that C4bclwcttt euery day to Matfe^^yedttis'tjrhc^ 

of the faircft arid of the bift : wherca&Uiiw raladenolcbnlcicncbtd dor either . An d 
as forthple whoproaebwi other pointsrofPopi^ldoiSbrihcp^imgnifod fiie/iiOjii-i 

raclcsiof their SaintSjas tended not dirc&ly to btinte nicald la the if in ili k l(as,wh«« 
a P/^alleadgild in commendatio bfvir^initic^MtibccajufelSainf if W/andSaipt 

wcrcvirgiris,thcy ^^blcd nothing butWlk^vVn^^hey vWBe!bfch<*4dedOJWe 

haue varietic in fundry places of this bookc. Butafe ftpthenfotafc Which they (Vft4 

to keepe their kitchins hotS,Iam to fpfeakc hereafter^ he:: i //,;'. • , ■>< jih 

i% Now how famiMy they p^idached^ 
Adrian Btgnine Curate of SiGtrmsnt 'in Noyto faiil.oh artihie to his pariih ionejis 
jn the pulpit : My friendsyyou muft haucpaticnce.w5tb mc hi rhfe time*, for J aw 
bid to dinner to maiftcr Mayor totake pattofapigi ochcrwtfej^f>/!<frwf dufonfw 

mm fercie vousdir0$t>huge,r4£ejeM&$f^. that^By thefbule!oft»ygOOdfir«,I 

would tickle you ouer a.iext. AnothetGurate id thctowne pf^ercu fpcaliihg 
ofShrouctuefday,commcnded to ^his |iarifliionciithcfe three good Saints, -Saint 

Pdijard, Soint Mangeard 9 Stint cntard}\\at iSjSaiijt MU&dfrm* E4-*U£im 

Hftrjltnbtity. ■ . • . •' I u ' ; -..i:;ni.fi.. v / ■'! ■•: ti .« 

19 But they v/e4 more familiarand howdjr^pehrhes Whin they fc)l iA di/^ 

courfe of women^htch they were wont to cjp 1 nt handling ccrtaioic places *jf the 
Gofpcljas where it is faiidjthat Chrift hp^earcd firft toiworacnafteriiis wujErrd(fti6i 
for then no teaft couldpeepe forth; bnt bablmg wtonufn wold be fleet to hautf itfby 

the end.lic therefore appeared firllvntb dicm)ai kn6wing that this nimor would 

foonerbebrutedabroade;thcn if hehdd firft appcaftd roanen- * : Forjnypart;lrffi 
member I was at a Sermon Where this argument vfas handled atkrge^and in fuch 

ibrt that it made all our modeft maids and matron^ bfe{h for fliamc: (irice whitih 

time I haue heard of fundry others oftht? like ftrainjr. Sometimes alfo they extol- 
led women aboue men , becaufe rhere waineudr any m an fo 'highly honored a* 

the virgin c^/^.Butaccrraine^hbftly father feruedthem finely in one of blsfer- 
mons,contrary to their expectation. For hauing takenthefc words* out of Luk.24^ 
for his tm^OfooUt And flow effoartuySeteeueJeaumgthe reft (as thcar manner was 



flircad the Scripture as they thought good,) he becaritodifcoprfo how 



inv 



difgraced in this placc^ind how no fueh djfgraccfuttQjecch was v.ttctccj 
of women in all the Scripture. Andyet if we tonfider to whom this was fpoktf, 
we (hal find It was fpoken to the proudeft Prelaws in thfc Church.Arnongft other 

things which he allcadgcd in honour of women ? this is hot to be forgotten, VIZ/ 'The conceit 

that there was no village nor hamlet fd fmall,but if you had asked for the houfc of c ^°] b n c «- 
tffitgi ftMmejhcy would forthwith haucftiewed ityouibut a'man fhouid be well ^,^^^6 

fcrued,if he mould aske for the houfcof zfh?ehomm<^. And after 1 he had graced Si ti. : hon»- 
womcn with many other titles of honour which were not giuento men . ,ptfrcei- # JJ™ c ( f**_ 
uing by their countenances that they tooke great pleafore therein ; and began to w ,.which c p - 

flcare and gigglc,and to lookc at men ouer the fhoulder 3 yet for all tliis (quothbe) mficii. « wc il 
benot fo proud,for I (hall foonc take downc your cdee: and hauiog fo faidibe^r \ £' c p ," 

gan in this fortFirft there arcrcligious orders ofgoodmCn^butnqncoffeoodwo- dent womm. 

C c men: 
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mttttand then Secondly and Tllirdly.&c. forgetting none of thofe fine, conceits 

which our buffons and Scoggin IJike icoffers vie in gibingat the weaker exe ; 

*6 Yet this is not all For.thefc vcnciablc Preachers (thole ci pecialiy who arc 
called ehoftly fathers) neuer refpetfing thcleffon which is raught the/*, >Ss *i» ti- 
ne umn Jit, that is, If*« cbafilpjet ***b, v" the moiipart fuch obicene 
TcurtHoUs fpeeches in the pulpit , that it was a queftion whether they preached 
thcWordofGodjorcelebratedthe^/f«xu^fea(t$ jnitheprefence ofW<rjrfi 

artd\^//^» y which names I find in /<w&* Jlf\W,wh6hauihg bene* Frmipn 
Bier for a long time, and a rrtoft zcslousmainrajner thereof in defending it with 
tooth and naile , yet when itpleafcd the Lord to open his eyes at the kft> and to 
fct him fee his ilnnc,he caft ofthjs cowhand writ a bookeagainft the whole pack 

difcoucts part of their knauery.' Among other things he Wntcth,how that beiidc 
their ordinary allowance and pcnfion which they had of theCoucnt of Pdrit, 
their manner was to askemony for apparcll;bookcs,papcr,inke , as alfo to defray 
the charges of their fickncffc,o:c; that they might cuer banc fome little ouer-plus 
wherewith to vifit the greenc basket ncareto the Ucobms , or fuch like Tauerncs 
and fufpe-aed houfes; where a: man might haue found apparel! of aU forts.which 

theft eallands tookc to go to the Tennis-court to play with gentle women,dijgui« 
fed in ftranee attire , yea cucn Lords wiues,whofe husbands were noQ-reiidents 

from their houfes- He furthcr ! addeth,that the Francifctm of Par* played certaine 

games at Tennis wirh rhcm,vpon condition that if the Friers did wm,they jnould 
chufc the faircft gentlewoman and louelicft Ladic in the company, and if that the 
gentlewomen orLadics did win,thcy fliouid*hufe rhe frolickeft Fnncifcati. But 

to rctornc to the argument in hand y thefc ghoftly fathers made no conscience to 
vfe the fame fpeeches in their Sormons,which thcyhad vfed in a brothel houfe 5 to 

which purpofel could alledge limdry ftorics,whicb fome might haply think very 

plcafant :but(as I haue often before protefted) I abaaine of purpoic from the re- 
hearfall of them i for doubtlcffiritis enough and oucr-much,thatheaucn & earth 
haue bene fo long in fcted-with the ttinkc of them. For proofc whereof though 
liquid aileadgc no other example but that which is recorded by the late Qiiccne 

of ttmwt (in the clcucnth Tignutlle) of certaine fpeeches deliucred by a / ran* 

cifcai'm a Sermon,my aflcrtion mould be ftrongly confirmcd.Who to mew how 
lightly he regarded the offence and fcandall' which he gaue by his loofe and lalci* 
uious fpccchcs,laid to the goodwiuesof his parifhj Go to faire Ladies, by and by 
when you are prarling among your gofl1ps,you will fay. But what M. Frier is this 
Ctrowwe)tharfpcakcthrhusboldly^Itisfome good fellow fure . I will tcttyoii 
(Madamcs) maruell not if I fpeake boldly , for I am of ^Kyours tocommano; 
&c And what confcicncc made he of giuirtg offence, when he mocked thole 
who took offence at him' fay ing,0 my maiftcrs and dames of S Mrtm^X maruc! 
you mould be offended at a thing the iealt ofa hundred,and prattle of me nuty 
where and fay.O it is a foulc matter, who would haue thought the ehoftly father 
would haue got his hofteiTc daughter with child And is it indeed fuch a wonder 
that a Monk mould get a wench with child^Tcl me in good earneft.what would 
you haue faid if the maid had got the Monkc with child < Thisis the himmeof 
that news. And he that denies to fee thefc particulars cxcmplihcd,m.iy find them 
in the former part of the Apologie, in the Chapter which intrcatcth of whore- 
domes committed by our good Catholickcfi. 

ar I was purpofed here to haucended this Chapter, but that I cannot in 

r r con- 
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confeiencc omit a (hort ftory very pert inent|t# this pUrpofe,cohcerning thegroflfc 
fpeeches which thefc gorbcliiedihauelings.vfcd jn rluir Sermons* romeend the 
Reader may pcrcciue that they are cuer like ih&miete , as 6elng heuc'r cloyed 

with this clunch,nor any thihgtfautited, fioYidf KVh'eti tKey ate amo'ng the dead. 

The ftory is recordedby a man of gb6 l dcrcijir , ,Wri'dhaih wfiroft annWatidns'V&a 

the Abllraftof thcFtkhcifc*»s ^M^i^d' i?tHgi'tiwdAxl : ih'B& tficvy^'tvttidiii. 

For my partjfeeing it comerW bereft) fitly^ItofflMttou what I fffihvP*rii:VovuK 
fcfegging Friers being ihtrefco' on a : time tdtitifyilVoTps, ii Was the Traniifikiis 

turne \6 fing XHjitlfoty £^W^^htefi^di<l ' Very.Iuftfljh (for rhey wcttiii 
good hope to be well rewarded fiir the'i^ labor J ihco thci 1 three in the mcaheWme 
talking merrily together. Whcrd (a$ : t cartie out of a houfe) I faw tWd ydtig'lifftie 
AugujHnesMio held each other by tire han^d'faii^ . • :; 



i 

i 



i ■ i 



(uhyUmaisnejer^ bUnche 



That 



Arid mutt fdirerjhail fpe * > - • — ' •••-'•W 



\ 




Of the fubtiltk Mprefiurifyeffi > (ftbefiteftldlPtea^h Wphfipri 




E haue htrCtoforcffdken 6f thcgrpfTe ign6mhcc ; of Pricfts and 
Mohlie^aVid exemplified it by mrtdi'y'particfaTats \ to which n'ot- 

with/fahliing muth more might be added ? thi) at the /e^fHbfa 

French-man feruantjo a 5^tjwhupeihg examined in Lajtih {>y the 

Bifliop (who was td jgiue him ordere) and ^hiriCirig that the Latin e 

which the Bifhop fpakehad bene Scottifh , anfvvered:If itpleafeyour Lordfliip; 

my maifter vndcrftands Scottifh very wel!,but Co do riot L As alfb this of ahbtjfet 

dcepc Diuinc, who being asked ^otfuntfcpteitiSdcramenU? anfwcicd , T res x 
Afpergillm,Tliiurifalutii i & m&qnum Alttre. HoWbejt^bme of them I muft riecd^ 
confclfc(to make amends for inisgeare)haucbirfio yengeably Icarncd,and hatMf 
found out fuch fubtill fpcculattons, that the moft pregpant \vits and ripeft |udgc- 
mcnts can hardly concciuc them . And firft to begin with their languagc,ccrtaiiie 
I am that diuers of thi haue dt liuered fuch abftiwe 1 rfnng5,and ib far fetched, that 
Cfcw'himiclfc neucr beard the like. Bc(ides,thcy haue fourid out a new dcuice to 

makea mcdleyand mixture of Latin and French,wirtf fuAexccIftnt^ood grace, 

that it is not pofliblc almoft a man moiild be wearied in reading therof .For probfe 
of which particulars, the places quoted before, olit otcMettpt and CMaillatd may 
fuffice,efpecially for fuch as haucnot their bpolcijf frf hand. For there they may fee 
thefinc interlarding of thele tongues,and thatrtb\ Without fome fnbtiltic. Butyet 
there is a further matter then cither oftheie: for they haue fo emphatically cxprc£ 
fed their notions in their homc-fpun Latin, that all the clalTicke nurhors of the* La- 
tin tongue may caft their caps at them : as when Otiuer MtilUrd hii\\fol.6. col.;. 

Prim i/emt aa frim&m in domo fudexi^entent , ef ftycutit del vfiiUm^ dteendo T uc t 
trac,trac:&4*cilla venh ftcSXe\ me t|6w(0entle R eadcr) whether Chert or any 

author of the Latinc tongue hadcithet 'the wit or the heart to makcaLatin word 

Cc a of 
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ofthUfhort conceited word Trac y which hath fo good a grace , and doth fo well 
gipreffe a mans meaning 



i But th is is not all : for i(icy haue bene fo curious in rendr ing reafons of euery 
word they fpakc, as thatthcy baqc oucrskipped but very few without knowing 



Htjmhy/s they haue found out 



tly be wondered at, For,who wouM cue* bau,c t^bflfat there had bin fuch 



a feact hidden vnder this word ^as wc^ofljn/undrx^Qif pr«fh^ an^ 

di»incs,and namely in B4"^an.q , mthc.^ inuiuled I*' W 

fcu&narclctcfol.W.CoU 

nomimtstecm^ba^odejifinc^vA cdf^XmnMnkUr^v^ 4ymbu* Am. 

xx y*vAn)*h*bitMtbusMUrn. Almu^^rptothcfaniccftcawntes thepther 

( whom I named cuen now)in his firft fcrmon Vt concept/one beat a Marwtrgtnu. 
N cither was there lefle dexterity vfed in the anatomy of the word Sacerdos, as it is 
deciphered vnto vsinabookccallcd Stella clcriccrttm as folio wcrh : gt/inqueenim 

Cunt dignitatcs Saccrdotu fr*c*ttris. P rimo, dicitur facets Ma fif*cru 

Itt Cactu ordinibm.quia Me eft in fummopadu.qmft SacerMitr».SccHndo Sacerdos, 
quafi (hem dcdittujdeft facramentis,adjacrificandafacramenta' 9 nam ipfefacrificatfa- 

crofanflum corftu DommicumverbufgMSfrodigijt, &C4terafacramenia.Ttrtio y 
dicitur Sacerdos qua ft dam facta ; dat enim baptffmum^ cenfefioncm^nitentiamjn. 

dtd*>cnuamwharifttam y ben1&m^^ gwrto, d,c " r ur 

facerdos,quafifacra decent xdte^^ 

Vuwto Jicstur Sacerdos quaftfcf^ fa^Wmpffm & t°r U ** re &" 

na cffbmm,verbo [acta detfrin*& viu lw exemffoyvndeverf^ 

Sacris dotatut & facrii dtditm y atque 

SAcrfidpce»s,facrad){m^duxJa^M^ , 

And who would haue thought that a man coujdeuer tap found fuco a my aery 
in the name D minim? D taw Vominim (faitfi BtnM{i{$9tM+)fty*ff 

J)omim;vel Domwicutquaftctfa Domini, vel Dcminicw quaft a Demtnoeitjlodt- 

tm And for rramifcus^Xmdo you thinkc they hauefound in his belly? Letvs 
hcarc what his Legend Hi ithjrancifet/s dicitur ntiont fecuritatit, ex virtue & ope- 

riffn pcrfetfioric,&foncftatu in comerfationc.Aiunt enim Francifcos dtci quadafigna 

intlarCccitrium/iuAUmAanttCon^ , qutcrant in terror cm & jecuritA- 

w.Truc it is indeed, there are fundry other notations giuen of his name,but this 
isholden to be the foundcft.Now this fubti! and curious Etymologizingis not in 
thefc names oncly,but in all other namcsof the Saints, rcgift red in the bookc caU 
led The golden Legend ox Legends-. For example, Gregory is compounded of Grex, 
that is an ajfembly ,& of Coin, that is prcacher.K a t h ■ r i n i ,of Katbafim is ali y 

and of ruina oucrtbrowfox the diucls for t was clcanc ouerthro w ne in her : Kathe- 
rinc fignify ing as much azvniuerfallouerthrowM being diflodged and caft out of 



]$ui'ntine comes oi 'qnm ^fue , and teneo, tenesjoJtoUfigcnfy ing 
holdeth fine things J( any (half reply and fay 5 that it is not to be wondered that the 
ancient Latiniftsncucr metioncd theft Etymologies^ confidering the names were 
not then in vfc j I anfwer, that they had as good dcxteritic in giuing Etymologic* 

ofancicnt latin wordsjwitnc/Tc thenotation of <JMulicr ^uaft 'mollis ah .It was alfo 
a vciy fubtill inucntion , to fetch Etymologies of Greeke and Hebrew words from 

the Utin, v. we haue (hew cd before in pretbiter^diMus^nd lefts : 

3 Bu t now we are to profceute other fubtill /peculations, concerning mac- 

ters of greater moment. Andfirft, what braines may we thinke had they, which 

coy ncd Co many quaint qucftions as haue bene formerly mentioned* And what 

(hall 
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fpcakesinota word* Befides, we haw?giuen Igmm W; * Qt »Mlk 

and braueaifiumems t and yet ifja mfo wouM wkc aliitkjpamc^ tuinc^r , 
bookes out ; of which ithey gath<;re.d a|| tbi$ € cj»w^«^ight ^cotf»« njann^r 
ftuflfc rhmtois.FpnexapJ^when^^/^ V/m* 0 .8?, W™m 

the tWelufcfignwof thcJ^^».iwM 

Btu their wits wercmuph mor(? reffncd,andfHWi W^d m ofher Ip^m^ 




asinlindioatheoE^ncw Tcjia^em W thpjfjJQ . W^##J» w ^ - 

flmpliaty and inrtoan^in *c 

wemallneare. ... . .', >.,i, in. : i;m-v< /-.'li^L v; .v-i •-•'!;» H'. : A f u:'1 • 

4 , s i And if wc wme, to th,e myftM! c^pofen^, pf all the ^ol^.and ^mto* 
as alfd the Api(h trick^.and turnmgs vfed Jn th 

that there ly eth fo great a my ftery ,w feeret fal>tt|ty fcdder^ v^mhem, thaUhcv 

(doubtleflc ; arc ratjnofthe mar pelt ;wit 5 and l?cft iqdgem# w w^ch vnder|an^ 



lea ft thereof 

fiqc dnd BWe 




For is »o not cunninjly fom o W^W? Mauemppger adl t^gm; 
^ ^ „ w „/entle par*,! aspf Chrife pf the TKSmc tMary his fnother^of ;aU * 

ApbMcsjyeaand of the traytor 

Ccnmrion,thc PuWieon,&c^Bu^teWW 

fa ihanyiparts,and Kprcfcnt fo many perfpnsej ap(w^one part^ performed o£ 
ly withiCrbrwgSjfotfWirb one Crprttw)?ichtWfl>*^ puer mc confa 
andanomcro^r the<^tcc,feu^ajl^ hcplayethfwopar^fhc^ 

the otei3f/^3y/ the mrec.o^crj crqfe w^^^ 

ted tl^^ther^he'.holyOhoftMChrift wlffiWJI* ftffi ^fflfr » 

and by thfialfo.Budf this were all the.niy^ery tha^lay kdrnM^of^^K 
nothingiMarfcerbert whatfoHowrfkA^^ 

thattbeGwflet hathfprteadbisarmepabroadc^ (whereby hcrcprclcntc 
ftrt tchcrf. V0.on!thc!Q:0(re ) and haA lifted vp the hof» tobe worfliippod ( wfo 
they c&mlenatm), by ft* three Qpftcs w h ich ^bMam Qu,er the ho^ 
notlier y Ue* the Chalice , and a t.hjrd vpon him(clfc*c a^cth the pan of ihxee (c 

uerall:cftates of mcn^iz^f thofe in heaucn^n Puma torv^ndmcarth, As.fi 

fiucGtoflTeswhicharcmade afteiuhe firftthrcfij.Mides tbaj ( t wo of the 
feucraUyfrnade, oneioacrthc hpft # and the oth^cnicr the h 

hathberiefaid j allof ihcth toeethpr ^token fundty othprthiogs . As 
fiue'daycs^becwixir^^ir^ya 

twoioWeetdtwoinhishands^ndpnembis^ Neithtfristh;saU:.Fp? 





thefitft three df the tiuc>(bf ing ^ade ouer th^lialiceand bpft together^tjw 

the ddiMCxy of Chuttw the |iigh,«^ 

for .which Chrift wai W w .tluifq <cn ,that is p.pwce.lSdwih^ 
Readcrj ifvnder theJ* crofllngs thw be fo tnany to m^nfi ipecub* 
whar«rriatefubt»rtcs*e(e niuft^^^^ 




knock^f breaftswid in thctefoCthat fo trfmrae and pleafent (Replay,. ^ 
trickc^and mummery ^ Moreoucr, eucry of thefc Dorters haue had f tneijcgWis 
Ur redelations/or theic3fir m«i6j0fithefe (pCCul?ttQns ; I fay RUOf y$t\ thefc A W 




kkthiit fltni^ording^ pthcts^PMt^ 
thcYirfeitb according m third tethe wihjte, garment ^^pVm 



3 




2S , 4 tHfc *1RST BOOKE. 

rcnedliim Whin he fcnthimbacke to Fi^* :a»?cd like a foolc : and according 



foiir th fort thcMftancyofthcWftdca^ 



of the Aibe is madt,it figriiM** they fey) theiubtiltic of Ac Scriptures; The like 
may be faid of the Amttl t i at fome are of opinion , that it reprelcntcttothc vcilc 
wherewith Chrift was blindfolded whert 'thc Icvves mocking hinf 'in CabhM 
hodfe butfeted himtothers areof opinion to^^^ 

iudden vndcr his, humanity : fomefcy thatit conies in tebomeofttolewi/h E* 

W&\ omit tofpeake of the gird!e.the manlj>le;fend the (tolcMicb asealfodiucrk 

fy interpreted. The fircandburnihg tape* ^^^^^ ChriMhois 

rhe htc which conwmcth the ruft oFour finhes \ others^ that the fire fiflnifieih 



thefire of charitie*, cnuy roningChriftian people^ arid trftburning tapcWthc light 
offoitb as alfo t,hc ioy of Chrifts comingand incarnation. Thc^JMal/afrccor- 
ditfej to the iudgement of ibme' deepe diuincs)taineth the diu initlc of Chrift ,as 
wel?aVth'c Amiti&W according tOOte, it hath another fi^nification. tilcmm 

vttered With a Ibwearidfcft voice, fignifitth (as Ibme affirme)thecbildilh 
6ulm<> voice ofChrift lying in his cradle:but according to other Do&ta^ii harh 

ariorlier mcaning.But whar erearerakill can a man defire then f his,ro tell what the 

jvtArtc-pricft faith.whcn he foeakcth hcucr a WOrdfDoubtleffe this is an Aby 



bottdmlcffefca of fubtjltiesAnji yet this is riot all* for hitherto I haueonly fpoken 
of the play wbicfi r$a&cd by bnconely. I leaue it therefore to thy conudcration 



fee , otfeRcadcv)whatmannc'rbfpIay that is which is play cd by three! y« 
tfcfeflftngmateiiath the Dearorrand Subdeacon roa/fift him^FoT if there 1 were 

libmorebunhfcthatwhc^^^ 
inririplnefomeparc,dlo^^ 

rnWorth he fold with huffing chafcaWayeU tncKorihernedhidsj 1 - ~~ 



moft 'mohfttous myftcrie' But I will no longer infiftvpon theft fubtill 
iSojiarions, for fearc I mold bring the Reader iriloue with the bookej whirrby he 
might be drawhe to become ti fworn brother^ the (Suytdiotfthe Maflemoriger«. 
Wfethcleflc, this one thing I Will fay for a finall concldfie^ let the Maffcmalig- 
nets or MaflTcmarrers calKt.aV they lift, citherftageplay, or 1 dplfh toy,or mtomme 

ry ruoolingor forcc , ry i they ^^r^edscom r efre , that Pythagoras with all his my 
i&lfnumbcrs had ncuer thetyfctq inuerit fc>; pleafant arid provable ajMbnif 

dance. And it is 

the 'Pythagorean Phylofophy hath(as wcckrtow;iomeiu<jn iiniamenrs* 

fubtiHicwc are not ignorant, that the book intttuled Thimftti*itf*f& 
cUvtith Chrift rianicth Pythagoras firft, before all the othW Hiilofophm^hofe 

example Chrift harh, worthy followed^ bailing DifcipKaayR^of the fore. 

faiHi'niprc(rion/o^;«w^ ^i/ an r) omnmnofter hfm Chf%fm duentk f^tit y A* 
po title s eimndo\^iip^loj ha be* fpccialcs vMdo, \t«)a Wi&*et*r melius fir e^ ha* 

biremuno$,mArnYm^&^^ ^&mfoM*t\ tiJfydMrjMhomi. 

nus didufimt fecit, vrtmo volendo habere difcifuhs. RatiofrM^uknuAtneget vir- 

rtefthmvs almuo) ipfms ad hfi*r alhrum M&itM 



no.t without diuft that IhcrcaNcadgc Fphmwifox blfidcs that 
Phylofophy hath(as wee know) fome fuc-h jintimcnrsofajrious 




1 



beit I find AcaUe&btiesIn the'bbioke intituled ^uadra^ifimkfpirU 

ftM&obc m^^ ,Tia V fo-fpciaketotOproccedfroVh o far 

^okpteafintand&n^ othwwlfb cal f 



fcato/^/^y^vas printed^P^// in tHeVe^reH^.aft^lhat lt had btne re» 
frtS^fd artct contdbcf by two yebeVable Dbadrsof forte mat ^vhwh^oBflce I 



CHAPTER XXXVII. ^ 

witthew extfaft ccrtainperiods,by which thcHeaidd fhall cafifyitftigaof Wk(t 

pe author thcrcforerpcaking m his fir/l Ghapter^theSalJ^ 

Lent ac thchrft <cruicc,faich,thatbythefilkdHihiohi$madft^ 

and procurerh a goodappetite , we m#vndei(tend tn a Mica\Ubn(k the .word 

or God,which ^ou kjgiueys borhappetitcindtegtb. Andilimloafterlby/thfl 

fwcetncflfc of theoyle and ftiarpneffc df the viocgor equally miwrdtoacthcr. 1 Hvc 

are to vnderftand the mercy and iufttcc of God,. . .,/ ^ . >lti ,\ U! ;, *J-- ( 

• Chap,2, After the {allad wc eatc/i*^w*w 5 by which We vririnftana coniefi 
fion .When wc would hkuc beanc*Wdllbdden, we lay rhemin ftwspc, for ^ikheri 
wife they will neuer fecth k^ 

is not luincient barely toconivi(ethcmaralladUcrittire(atibiiK?do') but Wetnoft 

tightly difceming all our offences in particular;,. . And aliit leafier* We dondt vSs 
to feeth ten or tweluc beancs together^ as miny as-wc meane toeaterno more 
tmift we Keepe,that is,medi ta te vpon ten or t welue> linnes diicly^ neither for ted 
or tvveluodaycs , ^utvponaU thefinrics that cuer wc committed/euen frornour 
Dirrfi,if it were poffibte to remember rhem. . . i . t <j \ - ; . • . ... , . 

« Chap.3-Strainedpeafe(Madame«)aren0ttO'befc^ to 
hartdle them fo well, that they wiU be ddicate and pfcafint to the talt . Bythde 
ftramed peafe our jillogotizing: flute pijfeth nouiirig elfc but tmejeontritidn of 
^eart,which&.one part ofyenance.Wote this furtheV,rhat iScafeneucr feeth kindly 
In well water nor conduit war er,bu< on^]nriuer,wai«ri Wbif b triyfltcally fianifr 
cththattrUe repentance cannotfcahtightly,that^^ 
wdlwater'orconduijwatcr, by which itre meartt tcare? of attrition : but hcrhat 
would hauaijfcm to feeth WeU,rauft of ncceffitie takoiiuer water,fliat is,true don- 

tntion.Fot) by well water which runhctlilnot,is vbderftood attrition : and by riua 
water mtritioAnd fo the doctors %,that thercisgreatdiflFercncebetwiitt the*m 
iox attritions vncertainey fo that fpirituall peafe canhot feeth wellln it : but ton* 
trttton ts ccrmne and makcth good dccocSHon for the peafi of penance. Riucf 
watcrwhicbcontinually fnoueth^unncthand fldwbth , is very good for thefeo- 
thjngofpnfc. Wemuft(Ifay)hauecontritionforourfins, andkke the ronninc 
water , . that is, the teams of the heart, which muftrurine and come eucn into th? 

eyes. ;;..•/ . , '' • . ' 

- Chap; 4; : ThcbrotHof peafe is alfo greatly to beeommendbd^for! it furniflifcth 

Lent t dmnerovcry wcU.By thc iuyce of peafe ftrained through a ftraiher, is vndeit- 
ftooda parpfoft and rcfoluaori toabftainefrom finne. ■ 
\ ^i Whcn thelamprcy is carchimen faH to mrir other fflh. I find that the 
JLamprey of all other fim* moft nouriftring, and thaefore I compare rcftitutibn 
» a *° if.>ome(pcrhap$) wH fa v,thcy haue not mony enough toboy this Lam prey: 

m - u» !t muft n L ccds ^ , that ^"W 8 a rc commonly dcare , bii t yet ' this is drub 
withaU,<Mt as they arc dearcy fo they arcivcry cxceHen't meate. Ifyou will eateof 

tht< noMeLamprey, whlch:is theremiflTioh ofyouftfnncs. viz.'thdloucofGod. 
jyou oughtrd buy it , were it neuer fo dcare. You muft not think© to buy it for a 
MUng or two, or halfe a cro wne, no nor yet for a crowne : bucyou.muft rcftore 

all the mony ,goods,and what elfe you vniuftly detain* from your nciebbors'. Vou 
•jn uft emptib your purfes of it,thcrewith to make rcllitutio. And forthcT,you muft 
•cmpncyoUtheartsof all rancor and malice, othcrwifc you fljalffncocr eatc wor- 
thily of thisl i liamprey,togcther with bk bloud, wherewith that cxccHemfcwce is 
made,whuihis the mcritofthdpa/fiort* ' 

1 Cc 4 Chap. 



,5 T HE -FIRST BOOKE. 

6 ' Bv Safftoh which k put imoallbtoths , fanv<«jiind Lentmeahs, 

. iSfj ,hLw" of b Swv which Wtmi.ll tninke ypon , yea (as .t wen) 
I vnderftand thcroyw " „. , w id,oMSaW0lw«(hall neu« 

toe ^od .uyce of pcrfc ^dtoyn^ ; 



A the kernel* within 



by the cotom ot nt Uh ctaMeW loue 

is,ytUow dta wmg<o a ed.wh c im '* e .f"^^ ^.h^^icbriiour* 

ftions (bould ~ wpronw»«> . rt j (,„.),,. u rl , c is inclcfcd u thctrtcngc, I vn* 

dcttondalmttgiaeninfccrbtAndal. eattcjv "^V Lf (a „ j rha , B „ u i y) ltot 

and fludow out ^^^^^^a^l^rte 

him feed vpon it in this thy fpirituall dinner 



Cap. 8 'yo«know(A^ 



inbX4^d= 

wardncncotmrnmepoMorm^ 



Then «ke ^ i'^'en , for th4 /oulc ,« fttocbViolct &u 

'«SSS.SSS Prunes which JcMack and fufof gocd,uyce ) «vndctftood 

abto.cn U finne, ntor.ifictionoftheadb.andbod.ly fate 



Chan 10 After thisthcy let rigs orithetablc fort fc^ fcruicri , which arc 
both g o l od an^ IwiTo iLc Jettmg! man agood MM a fwertbrcath : B 




thrf^mavbevndcrftood the memory of the holyprtion of Chrtft , which 

thefches m Y£ v J°"" Ar and ma kcsitablc to diccft ftibulatior»s,fttnp.anons, 

TliVn Phvfit ans Civ that the bitter Almond to wJiolfonw to the 
fweetc , and merer jrc i k who ^ the fxveete 

hp!) which muft accompany our Lent dinner, * 

r hao y 2 The bony which wc catc h* Lent is a partus thing* and cftueflj for 
Cnap./2. : i nt wmiv « . hr>nvT vnderftand n6- 



• i 




Lt clfcbw a heauenly life and conktfidan : for the life and eoriuerfi .on 
St ought Specially in thi .holy time of Lent, muftprocccd and 

diftill from hcaucn as good and precious hony 



.1.1 * ' 



Chut, m AftCT our fine tvhite manchet wc may notforget Cmnrfr and win« 

c i V Zl',^Za Dirt of the dinncr.By bread and wine wc vnderftand the ob- 

2 by th/fonrieb fai.h >W hich we oujht toh* to 



CHAPTER XXXVII. 20/ 
pcarcch plainly in the/inaneil which hath ^horm or comers 9 a\\ which arc but one 

arc iimoels made or'ano- 

ther fafhioiyizJikcrhchaifcMooot^haiiingonly twiohorncs,fignifyin w the two 
natures pf Cbrift, hisdiuinitic and humanitic . Nowall this wc mufr con/7anrly 

bclccuc vponpainc of damnation! b>fides,patents arc to tcaeb it their children 

Preachers thepeoplcaod fchoolmaftcrs their /choIlers/'fpeciaJly in the holy time 

of Lct){ > ftcp ording as fimnels arc then^vuen children to cate . And a litle after 
There are ?wo kindes of wine, whire and red .the white (jgnifktb the hope wine, 
is in Chrift lefiis . and me red,the loue which he hatb fhc wed vs in purchafinc of 

the iorefatd glory. The bread whereof wc fpeake,was baked in the oucn of this 

loue which is his precious fide, wholly inflamed with thfc hu^of mankind.Con- 
cern uig the wine and the nature thereof (to omit his two colou»)it is fttong, and 

Mcth well . By the ftrength of it, we may vnderAand the loue which God hath 

borne vs,in laying downehis life for vs:and by the taft,the hope which he barb gi- 

uen vs to afcend to heauen^f wc wil becireful to pcrformc good works and excr- 

cifc o ur fcl ucs rherin. And a li tie after ^Tb is wine is of two cotoufs,whf and red : 

therefore it is faid, DiUtttss num candifa & rubicund™ , tUttm <k moAt/t . The 

white teaebcrh vs the way to heauen^or it giuctb good courage toa man, legs of 

wine and boldneiTc of joy . The red flwpcneth the wit and vndeiflanding, and 

helps the mcmory,to remember that the precious bloud of Chrift gumed out of 
his fide for our faluation.Tbis wine is chiefc ofchoifc among all liquors eletlm ex 

millibui, 

Cl1ap.r4.Of the forelaid winds made good and odoriferous Hypocras,c!cai e 
and wcl fpiced.King5^«w» doth make of it andfcllcrb it,as it is faid in the Can- 

ticlcs 3 mho tibi vinum condhum . The merchant and fadtor for thefc Aromaticke 

drugs/piccs and confc<5h,is my Lord Saint Pavl^ who like a paincfull merchant 
brought them out of a farrc countrcy,viz.out of hcaucn. By thefe drugges, fpices 

and prcciousconfc^ions,asSugar,Ca/Tia,Lignca,Grains of Paiadi/csCinnamon 
and fuch like daintic dclicatcs , wc vndcrftand infinite diuerfitie of glory in hea- 
ucn,which ^.P.w/ brought with him from thence* when he was rapt vp into the 
third heauen j and that in fuch abundance , that it could not be con rained in rhc 

fliop of mans heart , as it is to\d>rtdif arcana qud non licet homini loqui. Hec in cor 
bommUafmditqttMpr^arAuitDmdUigmubmfe, My ^ord S.Paul Taw theioyes 
of heauen and the glory thereof in a vifion,and that in fuch variety, ftate and mag- 
nificence , as the heart of man cannot by meditation concciue or vndcrftand. 

Thcfc celcftiall ioyes the Apoftle fold to King Salomons true Apothecary that is * 



of pcace 3 of an humble heartland contemnlatiue lif 



Chap. 1 6 Ifa man woJd hauegood broths and meatcs wel and finely dri fted 
he muft look to prouidegood cooks, for Gentlcmen,Lords and great Merchants 
The good cookes which mould drelTc and fcalon our meatcs in Lent , a re the ad- 
monitions,inipirations,and perlwafions ofoui'good Angels, which wemuft bc- 
lecuerath^rin this holy time of penance then any other; for they infpire more 
good motions into our minds at this time then at any other J becaufethe diuell 
doth then more maliciouily tempt vs. Wecommonly feed vpon more diflies in 

' cnt then in any time of the ycarc befides : and therefore we ought to cate, vfc, 

and learnc more heauenly admonitions at that time,&c. ' 

Cha. 1 7. The leruitors which mould fitue vs at the table in Lent, arc the ex- 
amples of the holy Martyrs, which baue fufTcred great affliction and myfery in 
afpiring to glory : all which fcruc vs in their courfc and place. Saint Unmet fer- 

ucth 



I 



THE PIRST BOOKE 

ucth in fifti ^ ta ^ b, ^?^ 4 SnSked parties out of theouen: fot.hey 

led fcafilh. Saint B'^i an ^ Swn f^^^ c hfemeJinM fifl, i at,he ) r 
werecalt into fornaccs. Sundty ° lh ™^X„ s for .he nmeof Chrift. 

are fuch as were boylc^n g^^SSK *«e, po* #M d 
Chap. 18. In Lcnta . ev !„, : X,fwrewhitecloth, and cleanc napkins 

caldronl The table is alio leruams.and waiting 

laid thereonswhich duty belongs to young g"<« J . ^ clean f cout 

.naids : ^^'f^^^^^k^. For doWwc feed, 

compaem refeftion: fo t^ 

f gluing thanks . they make « hed*o & , 

t dicc.or cardsianothcr takesa a™ P«y . . $ w God thc y 



at dicc.or cardsianotlKt.akesa lute ™ ££££ iui „g , nanks , 0 God 5 they 

and horneoypes. And h , an dVpom.Do you know 
honor & tttue the dwell the mucn or ot al whic ^ you open after you 

, re well rcfrclbc Iw.th i bodily • tood(n« w uh hp. ua ^ ^ 

flullbefctwide open for you w W"Xftd 0 ne vpon another : that is,the 

Ml die tablemen be turnc , «^J5JS, r P «ifyca by the fun- 
foules (lialbe tormented Willi diuu * ana u urn y fe ^ ftom ^ 

baudy longs , in (bad of ^JftSjSffijffi w «« iue * our re " 

paft train hi, 'ibcrall and bount.full hand. And I here 1 W im»c ^ 
£| ay vpon the Lute and other .nftramcms , ^« ^^ t|)c J cae n g ftrin £ / re 
MaW "then , as a Lute 5,h wMAwe mutt giue God thanks, 

meant i^T^itef^Ste^**™ : forth™"" 

Tor the 1MW w/frr is the befl forme ot prayci mat euer w (hcfc 

contained whatfocuer is ffiffi&,*d Chari - 

fcuen ve«.ies,Ptudence,Tcmperance^oratudUul^^^^ £> fe 
5(which we ought to hauc and topray .hat God wold g.u ^« J j fcffi . 

«{,e y.vcrtucs oppofiie to ^^JJ^SS ThSe are Ihe feueJ-'drings 
nehec. Diligence, Liberality .Chaft.ty .and I alienee, i .. A k(S tnd 

which wc ought to ftrikc ^l^^£S^fiS that our tan. 
praifcall the Lew long . The hollowneflc '^Xundfneofeoclly thoughts. 
Luld be emptyed of 4 Id. ngs/auc oncly of fcfoundiog 



G HALTER XXX VH. app 

I)thou faift true my, boy ♦ Whereupon I tooke my penagaineand writ as fol/ovv- 
cth. None can be ignorant that Jwcctc mcatts arc eaten at) night, vpon fafting 
daycs,in (lead ofafumrtrt wc oughts the time of /aftiog to bcfpiritually execref 
led,andthcrforc I thfl\k itgood Wten.we arc difpoledto faityioKatc fwect mraics 
at night, which I Will here giucyoU.By fpkitt^lxonfi^I.vodcrftand pciffeue- 

ranee in a good courfcHe cannot Maid rofeMilem, thatbreaketh offhisfaft 

for tvyoor ehreedayas but ^hemuftftft full fortibdayw ; tliat isj jt is not enough 
for him ro abllaine from finnc cerfainc dayes oncly , but he lutift eonrinuc,and 
pcrfeUcrcin " ' * ' ~ ' n ~ *- — ^ 



condtmntbitur 



elldoiog. Qjn perfiHet writ vfau?dlf*tmJ{JkMrtit. qui 

\Andbeaufeper(euerAnceinobj?dience is ToTrkxidiTaty, 



veronon, 
Imay( 



my poore opinioh)noi vnfitly compjUeit to tberound con&^fdr rbundrics fig- 
nificthtperfeuerancc , feeing thataisouad figure aithneitherbciinningnorfcndi 
as this letter O inadein forme of a confcc!;. .' ;-. 

6 But leauingthcreftof thefc l^nten fubtiltics to curioris heads, whkbdc, 
fire to vhderiland mote of this trim wrience (feeing I hauc (hewed them the place 
where they may find them,) I will come in the next place to the fubtil ties con rau 
ned in the rules as well of the religious beggarsvwaHct. caricrsand roguc^as of the 

reft of that rable.Howbeit my purpolc is not to diftour/e ofthefubriltics of cilery 

order particularlyjit fliallfufficcto fpeakc a word or t wo gericrallyot them oll,and 
after to intrcate of fomc of thcrn in Ipecial.Herc then let vs note } that when we fee 
either whitcblacke or gtay Frier, be; be befmeared or fmoalccd,tnytred or cleanc 
bruflicd j yet is there not fo fmall a tag in all his array, vnder which there licth not 

hidden fomc great myftcry. But how is it poiliblc(may fomcky)bm that if they 

be contrary one roanomer in their attire, there (hould alio be a contrariety in the 

myfterics thenwclucs/Tor example, if girding witha cord note perfection , then 
douhtles a large broadc thong with braue buckles^arniflicd with gjlbnt tonbues, 
muft needs figni fie imperfeaion^as thofc which the Augtfimt wcarc . And how 

fliould thefc lubrilries agree in fuch contrarictic of Colours^ flcfides all this,whc«r- 
in is it(almoft)that one difagreeth not from another? For one gocth barefoot^aft- 

orher wearcrh half a paire of breeches^nother a whole pa ire: one wearcth lati'ccd 

{lioes,another cleanc coucrcd : one hath (hoes of the plainc hide like Irifli brogs, 

another hath woodden flioes properly called fabots or clogs :ibmc ride, fomc go 

on foot. Some hauc their cowles pointcd,orhcra haue rhem round :fome long, o. 

thers (liort.Someare but gentleman ba!d,others as bald as coots: fomc arc fliauen 

abouc the care,fomc vnder^a third fort hauc but a tuft or two. Some haoc morty, 
and fomc haue none: fome eatc flefli^nd fomc eate none. Howbcit thcy which 
brag of their skill in thefe fpeculatiue fubtiities , deuife all the mcanes they can t<> 
make thefc contrarieties accord together: though 1 fcare me it is but labour loft. 
True it is indecd,in (bmc particulars thcy may cafily be accorded: as in this , that 
tiicl/icobins weareblacke in their vpper gar ments »an d white vnderj the Cdrm elites 
contrarity weare white aboucand blacke vnder : fo that it maybe faid, that as the 

lactbim weare the virgin Maries liuery (for flic reuealed it to S . Bmimche ) to the 

CdrmeliKs weare Elias and EUum liueries.'Sd that as they with their mixc plcafe 
their founders^fo thefe pleafe their foundrclTe. And if it be truc,that by the fubtill 
/peculation (fpccially of the virgin Mary) the white hood iignifies puritic and vir- 
ginitie,doubtlcfle they agree exceeding well together :the Ucobins being pure vir- 
gins in wardly^nd the C*raf//to.outwardly. And verily if thcy could as wcl agree 
in other things as in this, we fhouldhaue nocaulc toobieciagainft them the di. 

ucrittie whici is in their feels :but there are fuch duf erenecs among them in fomc 

par- 
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, .ha, the beil 

place, namciy in 0 f dioFncr^riwy^ppeaic 



7 Notwithftanding leauing lie cenfure hew 

becaufc it U hoUc n to 1 k« h <K^ i B«« 

is canonized and tcgiftrcd ntlw ,w ^ k «™ ™ w ,|l ih ihtir haWts win their 

confidcring that there are (ubtilt.es to .^"das we" tf flwiori and 

courfeof lite,! wiU&y ^^^ZSSS^^*"'^' 

.i i ^inirni/allfporizcd vet the common receiued opinion is,tnat tney ugni 

ffi^!^*SSto«fota**«* becaufc thcy are vfu.Hy perfu- 
med with a molt horrible fmcll. , . .. . j will ma l( C choifc 

dcr'l viukrftand thc cCTcmomal W 

tefid breeches arc ^^S^,, 

W g c Aerfore to know.that it is cxprefly forbidden the Frtmji 



with ^"^tataiiBaiewft catenbr (keep 



it tails out in trauancv nicy ^ — ^ j ^ Mon 



d iXorK "i ,*ta& looke downe to the ground 

drmk.oi to now it w t , f j , j , d nccncs t0 make an hypo 

tcrfct wrynecks, to 1 ide the r nan * fl ore i > . ( ; downe thc hM j 

S Wuffipooic nouiccs to fet with the tootc^ard : asalfo 
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thcjrn cany in their mouthes j befides a number of other trides de/cribed by thc 

laid lohn tJMcnard (in a bookc intituled the rule and order of the Francifians; )' a 

man that could (pcakeandiwtSWof this'arguoient jtfwellas another, confidcring 



he was one of this order. Albeit in the end (through thc great grace and mcrcie 



ofCod)hcIeTthis v cbwle>lto 

fubtiltiesjbefidesl a number orVrhcrs wlifidi herccordcth* " . . 

9 To conclude , if hapty finite Reader) thoutbc not yet fully fatisfied 

with thefe fubtill (peculations, orrhafrWioti haddeft rather hearc them in rime 

then in prole : 1 haue found fome fuch to content thee, where mention is made 
of thc ffghiffcatioh of Bidioj* Myters , Wheftbf I haue fpoken fomcwhat be* 
fore. 
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tiduk & Ufkrflu blane denote 
Vie fans macule & fans note. ' ' • 
1a mitre dt deux tarts cornue; 1 
Science certaine abfolui r 
V'u vie)! ejr nouueau Tift amend 
Lesgansjksficrcz fiprcmens 
Sincere admiHifration. 

La ctoffe y fame attraction 
DebrebUavrajepM/lure. 
Lacrobi i Usliures t tEfcriiure > • 

Des humaines dfieSions, 
Auecaues Its ajpiclhns y 

Its auencmeris \i 



* # » 



i l 




Void cm cap bars ft cenfitnt ' 

Par belles contemplations. 

That is, 

The Albe and futf life vphttt.do thti 

TbehotnedUfteKrefrcfcnti 
Full knowledge in both Testaments. 

T he glouts that bene all new and nthite, 

Handling the Sacraments arirht. 

TheCroJters ftajfe mojl flam7yjhewes y 
Xeducineof I heir frayed 'ewes* 
The croffijoooketferipture^do portend 
Of mens de fires tie doubt full end. 
Behold what trufi and deepe deuifes 
Theft Prelates haue in their difguifit. 
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church-mi* pthcrc J sr<« ft"' ff"* ^H**** 



jbatnelej) 



todintolUrat/k ct- 
uctoufncQt. , 




f we confidct a little more nanowly the «nning.fletohtswhne- 

T,^pSi Clwreic abufcd our aunceftors , and abufc many 

^*S:^3& «»* a» of *e leaft to .be 

fo many wad words ipow n > ^ ^ accotd ,1,g «, , hc o Id 
proucrbc. And we may wtu u »" , r L e L m d t wbtnct fotner gotten . No 

woildne&be termed 

uctous Athenian in_^ ^ 

Fo r r ,h 7 m^^^^^ * cn # fil,h ' baud5 , 

enfuing-, andvenly they wen Monkeat SMtoldcettain gootl 

And here comes to 7J^T »Xfec U lars(auoth he)(hal neuer mock 

fcllowcs,who derided him and his ordev Jne tec ^ tbcm .which he fpAe 

m regard of thole nne tncrejo r likcBcaies , or Buffcs. True it is indeed 
■world to longjeading ma I by ten*. ^ £ V, p iM , he tcwh , who 

dot in fo faying, ^^fS^^^cc outot the Gofpcll)faid, 
anfwcring Cardinal! Bcmbm fa icaomneae * . , : h , Ws wic . 



ked mifcreant lyed not : ^™™^^$ il ,f And verily.it is alraoft in- 
S„ha, rich„h«« *^^2te3H*w : confuting ihat 

which B ^' f ' 4 J"*'r|ffiFrira oftheordcrof the Minorites, was aaud 
one far*' , who beinga j rycr « contented to 

hauchiss ownesofdo*^ 

, t not io mucn « i affirracth that at Mr he made a feaft 

Cher funrhu^of cleane^ filk ^/^2S » marry the D* off* 
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tic diflics , that it lifted tor the (pace of fruen hotircs. And left Jhjs gudh fliould 

haue bene wearied, he caufed lundry plaies to be acted whilft they were at table*: 
And amongft other magnificences which he vfcd 5 this was not the leaityhar e ucy 

ry fcruitor at cueiy new courier tookc a newfute,... Yet all thisis nothing to. that 

which at ierward he repor tcth of the laid Catdinalstwnorc (011 concupine) <aiy . 
T irefiayu. that he kept her publickly 3 in fuch fumptuous manner,- that flic wo»el ? 

fhoocs let full of pearles and precious ftooes.He rhatldoubte.fr of too truth oftfois •, 

report,may readc Fulgopua Itb, g. cap; j. where inrreatihg dehbmijturn Lbxu atqut ! 

del/cijsjtic Ipeaketh of it,as of a thing which at that time was ndumoufly knowne, > 
to all the word. But to ret urn c to Pope UpyAiQ maiuailcd at the riches w'hich.^i$ 
fable (as he laid) had brought them; how(I befced>you)did hecntich himfelie , 

and fill hiscofFers by oneonely Croijado, when a Franttfcati of Mi/(4fi(ca\[vd Sam~ 
fett)by the money which he had feraped together that meancs ^ <?ould offer^a . 
hundred and twenty thouland duckats for the Popcdomc* And if rtf offered tiius • 
much , how much ( may we tliinke ) bad he gamed befides t ■ For it is not tosbe 
thought but that he would keep a meafe for AUtfin irt,ftoi e>and i qfrt^d fome pre-» . 

ty round fummeagainft a hard winter. Now if the vaiTals were Co rich, what may 
we iudge of their J .ords and Mafters? How euer it be, they haue verified ( wc fee) 
the forclaid Prouerbc ( jumping in opinion with the moft villanOus vlurcrs ) that 
the fatiour of gaineis good, whenceloeuer itarifethjwhich was then more truly 

verified theri euer before, when they would needs increafe their reucnucsby the 

hire of harlots. And now (gentle Reader jconfidcr alitlc, whether thai be not trijc 
which 0«/</i&ith(as we muft needs confcfle) >y . <». 

Turpefori reditu ctn f$v auger cfaternosc. 

Thacis, 

B<tfcgdine % to raife ones Jiate y by tone pflnfl* . . 
Confider(I lay) what a fhameit is, that the Romifti Saint Peters and Saint Pauls: 

fliould hauc parr of their reuenues from them which get their Imingbyfuchmk 
(erable fwcat of their bodiesj and that fo profane a thing (which is a fhanie once: 

to name) fliould be conlecratcd vnto them as a holy tlung.Trucit is indced,in the, 

time of Pope Paulus the third,the number of the forelaid lufty lalTes was wcl aba- 
ted ♦ for there were in his regifter but fiue and forty thoufand , as hiftorians who 
haue written of the Hues of Popes do conftantly amrme. And certen it is,that the 
name Courtifan ( being the moft honed Synonsme thatcan begiuen a whore) had: 
his originall from the court of Rome s namely/rom thofe religious Dames which 
conuerled lbmewhat more then familiarlyatbcdand boord with the Romiflv 
Prelates.Noiw this difcourfcof Popifh riches puts me in mind ofa fermon made 

by a Monke of (74/f«0*,whcrcin he affirmed that Kslntichrifl at his coming would 

vie large liberalise, (paring no coft to win the hearts of men vnto himiin a word** , 
rhat be would low filuer &go!d in the very Affects. Which woixlsmatlea Gafcoint 
tejeth(who was one of his auditors)fo to water, that he cryed out aloud; B dut^u* 
bkra edaquetbon fegno d ' Antic brijljhzt. is,0 U/dpben will that good gentleman An- 

ehrifi come'. Ifthis poorc Gafcoine ( whofe cafe was to be piticd)had bene informed 

who this AntichriH was, he would ncuer haueasked the cucftion when Anticbrifl 
fliould eomejbur wold haue craucd commendatory letters to carry.rp him. How-' 

belt ,it behooued him to lcarne fbmc craft ( if he were not c:*pcri.eiteed;thcrcin be- 
fore) of thofe, by whom men arc wont to come in fauour with bis Holincile. 

2 Kut I leaue thefc great Churchmen , fo addiftcd to the wotld, und returns 

to their vpholders andaGbettorSjViingmtnisbchalfe the authority of the good 

Dd 2 preacher 




U bene long before wiyrto J tbU) ^ CcrKn it is com- 
su. Ana ftom f^X^ e Torwh n L worldfawc , that Churchmen 

mon experience brou S ht "'"Vrhdr nails thev vfed that in como (pccch.which 
made gain of the ^W^^^^^SiiM«^t^cS^VBSn- 
they to daily praA.fcd •'f'^a^^tauing P'« ^ P arews bo ' 

Jo( the dcadfa. it is o « . the Ft nch ^ ^ tbW « P d fourth ' CUC n ,o 

liuingand dead , they polled . t0 M th i s < Sutely.thc fine 

he fit genen.tion.But - what g e k mews had hey wen ur ' pofe . Th e 

fe.chesUtcluheyvfcd.w^^ 

number of which weknow is.nfimtc. and '^^^ e that , hey (houldvre 

riches were infinite. Amongfl : othM ^ ad , which onely 
thc dca d a, a mean, ^$**^Z mcaues hath two parn(a, there 

my purpofcis » '"'^"iS is bv thc dead which arc canonized 5 thc fecond 
aretwo forts of dead men) the hr« ■ ,oy t , h is prefent difcourfe. 

by th ofe which are nor. ^^^^ kj Jg»lK«^*fi-S<*«f« 
1 (ay tl.en,that wheras ^^^nonaed Saints : nowof late time they haue 

abufing)thc bodf fd foul« ot theca. ^ ,l,ey brought out of 

htJpcnthwtn^rt^^^l^Sjtwouid not come off roundly in 

Uotiks had in their bud»«,was taken ff h ' hichiscowin oii»mc)iigft 

: Witnefic 

ftf Mr «** fftt f 2f X ^, to would you haue me to do, 6 my parnluo- 
'nispatifhioncrs m this far. ^»^JmkS of you die : how (hall lliuethen, 

nmryon bring me no off «<™ , (h had no , fome- 

thing giuen them (itccc ^^^.^^dKn^fcuteofitafe 
were homemade if the diuel had oenc ai b r r 9 «w»,re- 

poorc Purgatories for <7^§^^f^ 1 iSiAffiic 

Lned backc to be reuenged of tl t U ro i gh t not be bond. 

nottheptiefts occafion to fine ,fo ^S^Uri 

ly roriuen ted in ^^^SSffind rcuile thofe which haue no, 

now thefoulejottlicdcaarciurne imj. n „ f . minB f uc hritcs,asto their fune- 
done their beft endcauorfas ^WW»X» D k in\he R hoft c 



• a whrreof we haue a very memorable example WUieghoft ot 
ppertaincd. ) Wh«eotwen« '"Y J f • d:and3n0t h CT afterthattnthe 

foUit which the »***ffi C SSKd H*cmt, who being hid 
(pititottW^ 

vnder thc vault of the Church ,t«»w^ " £ , h( . Trmi f u », 

wife.Afldwhyfo^ecauferfo*oth^ 

of the place for intcmngof ^*««3 B thc FrmclfcM of 

he would giuc rhem none. And hen : we are to rem c f ' ie which 
Ate (whom I mentioned ^^^^^ButbeaoftdieiwlM 



eh^butproccdtoprofccutc another po 



3 And 



CHAPTER XXXVIII. joy 

3 And that is touching canonized Saints , by whom thc Clcargy reapes a 
double comtnoditic , partly by theirbodics, and partly by their Joules : by their 
bodies,in making relikcs of them • by their foules,in vfing them for diuers offices 
and fun&ions,ouc of which they l'ucke no fmall aduantage. And firft concerning 
relikcs, they were not content to make men worfhip thc carcafles of /uch as were 

thought to haue led a more holy and religious life then their fcllowcs (as hauing 
fome diuinevcrtue in them,) but further can fed them to adore thc relikcs of the 

very damned themfelucs: witnefle an auncient Do#or,who fo\th 9 <Jl4uhorMm cor- 
for a adortntur in term f quorum antm* cructantur in infer m that is:, T he bodies of ma* 

ny men are worjh/pped 'on esrtb \whofe fouUs m tormented in beU. Which is manifeft 
by thc Legend otS.Utfartin, where we rtade that a damned foulcwas wot fhip- 
ped with high deuotion, as being thot-ghc to haue bin a Saint inheaucn • I omit 
two other cofening knaucries,wnich 1 yerc ordinary in thiscafe 5 The one, in ma- 
king fome poore Saint (who (God knowes) meant (imply and thought no hurt) 

belceue that when he was liuing he had halfe a dozen heads , two or three dozen 

of earcs, as many hands, and as many armes and legs: which impoft urc was fuffi- 

cicntly difcouercd aboue fifteene yearcs ago,in a booke containing thc Inuentory 
offundry relikcs of diuers countries. Thc other, when thc body, or atleaftwife 

fome member or bone ofhira that was called a Sainccould be kept no longeron 

ftcad of it they put the firft faire one that camc^iHbojhands.though ofa male- 
factor that had bene hanged: yea fomctime thc IwifiMm AiTe^dog, or fuchlikc. 
As at Ge netta, thc relikc which was worihipped alohg ti mc for Saint Kyi nthonies 
armCjWasfoundintheendtobethebortcofaStag, And though they had not 

vfed thefe ileights,y ct to attribute thc nature and propertie of the Godhead to ca- 
rious, wasa point of notorious wickcdncflc in the bigheft degree. For though it 
were true, that they had bene indeed the bodies or the bones o f cervine men ot 

women , which had liucd in greater deuotion towards God then ilie vulgSr fort j 
yet they were but dead carcarfes for all that . Ncuerthclcfie confidcring we haue 

already fcenc how vilely they abufed thc word of God,applying it to wicked and 
abominable writings.-no marucll if they abufed theGodhead alfo , attributing it 
to whatfocucr themfclue> thought good . For n^t comcty to caufemen to wor- 
fliip the bodies of thc Saints departed, o^^mc partjin^embe^.thereofj 
they made their garments alio, their moucablcs, their toolcs, &«Mptakci!fc>f the 

fame wormip. As it is reported that at Triers in the Abbey of^JiW, fiJUfipfc 
pantoflcs haue bene in requcfta long time. And arv%id "6*^^ wereat* 
caftomedto (hew his breeches, togethcrwiththe viMtff. Mar its imocke, by the 
lame token that the fmockc was big enougMSj^antjwhercas thc breeches were 
farce big enough for a boy ora dwarfe.Ir itfl ft y j > i aid,that the pots and fpoones 
which belonged to certaine Saints , haue bene elfe where reckoned in the num- 
berof holy relikes. Nay,therc is not Co much as the tail c of thc Aflc vpon which 

our Sauiour rode , but it is at Gemm accounted for a rclike . And feeing I haue 

made mention of the Aflc,weare further to note that the holy hay (that is.the hay 
which was found in the cratch where our Sauiour was layed asfoonc as he was 
borne) hath bene very famous in fome countries of Lorraine^ (as I remember.,) 

But what rtwll we fay to a more ftrangc dotage of thofe wife woodcocks which 

earned men to worfliip ftoncs , as being the very fame wherewith iSaint Stephen 

was ftoned to death? As at the black Friers in Arles % at Vigand in Zanguedocjmd at 

Florence: hsdfo of thofe wife maiftcrs whichcaufed men to worfliip the arrowes 

wherewith they affirmed Saint Sehjli at was wounded to death i.one of which 

Dd 3 Was 
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aSmvcrSy of this honour: how much mote worthy were they wh.ch 

(h0 ] th But left the Reader Ihould wonder too much at this foolcry.or rathe. W 
rilh^fe 1 w alT here relate a certaine ftory, by which we may perccme that the 

nfnncflc, 1 wtf nere^ rc» r itherfenfenorrcafontfo 

Z\ SSJSta J fflS£TSfe .hen «h« of poorcblind men who da 

mat mi ir , _.. n k this /f or we w ,u do them this fauour to 

^^SSfc clolc ouTsauiour downe from the crolfc , he gathc- 

25tt™* whfch <^j!f>^!=^ ^arssss 



ds of it by a ftrangc deuice , which was this". He took a pecce of parch 



be writ all the m/racHand all that appertained to ibis deem and 
rfofed'vD the blond together with the parchment in a great birds bill (the hi- 

« hcZld he aft it into the fca,commeding it to the promdcticc of God, whofe 
1/rrwSe ftoty faitWthat a thoufand or twelue hundred y«r« after (or 



■Nmmtndum the vctyTamc place where the Abbey of Buh is now fitu- 

«;"whercbS 
Tagood Duf c of (one of the famous ^«**>£^ 

which fncftaclc did fo ftirrc vpthcdcuotionof this good Duke , that necauica 

precious Beakc and the iewcl thcrcm contained was found) 
t X rZiZZZLmly, and there founded an Abbey, which for this caufc 
fflSffl Bake (wheDe they haue this goodly miracle yet to he leene) 
rfno lo rich that k may truly be faid that this Beake fed many belhes.N ow if this 

and remainder thereof did keep and maintainc To i ma- 
Z dt befe yea fed thefe lubbers fo fat, that they were nothin* but My^d 
nLt one v but fo inriched them : let the Header nidge whn&mdwcot* 
T« Z Sblc of other relikes hath brought vnto them , being fo many, that hjj 
aSJSS ncucr be comprehended in any Inucntory . And we may ivell 
con Tea c w«c>ihc lhfh« in which they were : won t to b. 

IZ For the 2cs in which thefe carcafTes were layd,wcrc of earth to fpeakc 

P r more woDcrlv) they bought for them fine filuer hou.es, gilt oner 
rations fpeakc mor ff W nekher haue bin nor are at this day enchafed » 

n 8 that there haue bene few of them (at lead of 

thofc" ^SKEKft) which haue not brought* thefe huckftcrs 
» I. or ver v nearc. N ow becaufe all relikes haue not bene equally 

^^SZ^^n . in thatfomehadnottheluckctolightfua 
founS fo addTd to miracles>let vs value the beft fortof to but at an hundred 
Sdcrownes (though fomepcrhaps haue bene worth many millions >** 
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meaner lort but at thrccfcorc thoufand,thc worftfort but attwelue thoulandrand 
then gathering the entire fumme of them all (andyet of none but of thofe that 

are in frclh memory) wc may calculate howmany thou/and crowncs thefe relikes 
haue gained them. ( 

y Which account ncucrthciciTe , doth not in any fort comprehend particu - 

lar relikes, which theft? pedlcrs or their mates caried with them vp and downe the 

countrcy: (for thefe were often declaimed cucn by cleargy men rhcnafciucs ' . rcft- 
ding in thole parts through which the fore/aid pedlcrs palled.) Which open dif- 

chimineofttam proceeded partly fromenuy, partly from tearcj left the fimplc 

people mould haue pcrceiucd their iuggling in foch open and palpable knauerie, 

and 16 fliould haue begun to haue fulpcclcd all the reft. And it is to be noted, that 
theforefaid knauifli companions did fo openly mocke and impudently abuftf 

thefe fimplc foules, in caufing them to worfliip relicjucsj lhatif they had bcnelct 

alone* their trade in the end would not haue bene worth a blcwc button, either to 
tlicm/elues or vnto others. For they were nor content, in opening their packes ,to 
fay (that I may omit common matters) Behold here in this viall is Chrifts blood 
gathered from vndcr the crofTe by the virginc UMarie. Item,fce here in this other 
viall the tcaresofChrift. Item, behold here the fwadling bands, wherewith the 
virginc <JtUry fwadled him in jfigypt. Item , fee here the milkc of the virginc 
UMarie. Item , behold here the iiaircs of the virginc UHar/e, They were not (r 
(ay) herewith contcnt,but grew to that height of impudency, that they made no 
bones to lay,In this box (but it muft in no cafe be opened)is contained the breath 
©! Chrift 3 carefully kept by his motherfrom his very infancy. Among the reft of 

t his routjwc rcade of a prieft of Ce tma, who coming out of the Ealt,boalted that 
he had broughr with him thefbrcftid breath fro QethUhe^ as alio the horns which 
Mofa had on his forehead when he defcended from mount Sin*). And albeit he 

had bene told that hedid too (hamcfully abufc the peoplein laboring to pcrfwadc 
them ,11*11 he had thebrtathofChriftindeed,and the horns of Moj'esx yet wold he 
giuc them no other anfwer but clits,thac if they would not belecOe that he had tlie 

breath ofcbriftjnd the homes of Mofi*, neither would he beleeue,that the milke 

which is openly (hewed at folcmne meetings at Gcnoua^ for the milkc of the virgin 

Mary,was her milkeindeed. And this(I hope) may feme to difcoucr vnto vs their 
particular impofturc in the matter of relicjues : which we may well rhinkehad 

nolelTevcrtuctomakc their kitchen hot, then that which was commonly pra- 

6 Thus hauing fecne what gaine Churchmen got by the bodies of Saints de- 
parted (for wc will for this oncc,comprize all rcliqucs vndei thcrcliquesof men 
and women Saints*) it rcmaineth that we (hew how they inriched thcmfelues by 

their fouIes,mewing thefeluesas good husbands in this as in the former. And as in 
the former/o in this I will do my beft endetiour to the vrtcrmoft; notwitl ftacing 
I am to defire the Readers to pardon mc,if in reckoning vp the names of men and 
women Saints,I make not vp the roll of the JT/Wf/ifc.For wc arc not oncly to name 
them > but alfo to (hew what office or occupation hath bene aliened to eucry of 

them , that io we may the better lee what meanes they vied to make the wind to 
blow fo fortunately vpon rhe Church-men. And f7rft,I hope theyjij^notfo ftiait 
laccd,but that they will grant that there is great fimilitudc and conformity in fun- 
dry things betweenc theheathen Gods,and their blelTed beSaintsJrctwccnc their 
Goddeftcs,and their flic Saints: conformitic I fay, not in refpect of thofe mature 
true Saints indeed (left any man fliould calumniate my fpccch)butoiiely of their 

Da* wor- 
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3°° \ j • \ „f ,he hearhcn gods and goddcffcs, as a fo of 

torfhippm. For If the adonmo .of *^™ f 8 ww<jbc * c l! confidcrcd, wc 

men andNvomcr. Saints by .hem of he Churc. q As may 

(hall find them to futc m . ?V"*^£g t to ^ and AM;, as » < 

peare by rhefc pamculars. The ««^ mdCh J I gay I «ddonoti^(lbe. 

Lis which made profefllon s j/„5»hp is .he Saint tor Inmb) 

(cech you)go to safif* S ^"Zk of £d And do they not giuc the 

doth hammer his knnu he ™^ C °X „iuen to dun f And do they no 
fame tirlesto5«,which mold nmc «< S j d ^ (w Mnd 

honor j.W«*«U alter *c famcmanncr tl u aL wNa y, ,hcy would 
Xn^.Wrismadeaporter^ 

ftine make the Angell Gt ir < M "*>%™ v f bv s ./orWrrtf And hauc they 

begoddeffcofa^ 

nJsJhttrt the god of hunters, n : (cad or ^ ^ w fcnt 

£„/,*.)And when they apparel 'f*" W |y iwed wilh a whcclc, as 

„Lu, 'vnto vs< And/is not Samt * * »« f matter to be confide- 

tU cy were won, to paint PthM ■ » tt to e » y of , hc gods , we (hall find 
rcd,viutat if we cfcfcm >** fable, ^£^- n te\Jfadt*****i 

Sccrtainc of chc^ 

except we wi\ fay .that it isbut a table f , D gon w \ uc h was 

be ng wrincn of the Saint, For was fla L by ft*.. 

(lainc by SJBmff » not fo u ,l U ti* *" 
But this they cannot deny .hat ^ '^ QX j, S(I ,„„ jt ha, is to fay,a church 

£ thcTcmpIcofallthcgods.made 7 '/'"f il2 ; n itf,,, the mother of 

foranLs^tandhefeAao^ 

Chrift ,firould haue **?^S < Lata ftom the refemblance te» 

proceed yet wrrhe r^lbeit 1 haue exemp a m|ght 

Lweene the adoratton of Samts,^ 

find fomc like ^c^f^^^^A^^, «•* 
th er.How(beucntbc,l rem cmboo ne very n I .^^f , , ccttll „ 

offered (at lead was wont » beoA»4^ ; £M / w ,, cvdn thcy obferue ano- 
nw Tore, which vfeth to be m he end of « t ,, lt |,e nruft of nc- 

celfitie be a wfc.tc cocke; , for o h« writ irr i () jm And as f or I)e 

and fauourabic vnto ^JV*^^iy proucd that it had his beginning 

facrificeof the MalTc.fundry w Jonic^ parched to thofc that were 

from rhe heathen : as the grcateft pa t o ccrcm r , V fobowwed, 

fn vfc in the Primi.iuc C***M**^ Xdl can" ot Ik denied bu, that the 

as ,hcy would neuer re. »'™ '^^'" e d £ , tMt main taincrs of Purgatory. 

hcarhcnPocts were the fit ft ^ is betwixt the Saints and the ra- 

, But to leaue this corrcfponde.ee wh.cn « mi 

iffifes afwell ofl.ee as of ^S^t^Stt^tl^Aeytad 

a multitudepf god5,as grea^meane^nd li 

made conferee fo todmd offices d t , lc D W o U Wgoflioethego. 

ucraiene gCKflupircr mould W n0 ~6™ u ' d ,J d ao< 4 on ely for a cypher. 

S though iiehad benea M« g«« all.hauei imployed fc 

V^*V'^ , ^^SwS3l4A affaires ( both great and (mall) 
buficdthcirSaiatswiththemanagingoi th „ 
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thanheyhatoepaflcd God ouer, leauing himrtothingrodo.bueonely toraine, 

fnow.haile and thunder. And now aclaft they vritt '.needs hauc SamtCaituimfue 
(her cfpccially at ?tru ) to beftirre her (lumps in battening him rocaufcraine, 

when there is a great droughtias alio to leaue rayning when ir pourcrh down too 

f aft,and continucth oucr long. And as for trie thunder and the thundetbolts.Saint 

Bark ( whom rhey hauc made their Saint for har«juebuzim ) hath by thefimo 
meanes obtained this office to beate backe the blowcs of the thunderbolt. True 
icis, all do not agree who that Godifliould be which thundrcthf and hurlcthihis 

bolts abroad,caufing ftorm and tempeftiforfome hauc thought that al proceeded 

from the diuehand thereupon hauc vfed coniurauonsagainittenipe(ts(oppofing 
themtelues to the diucll herein )as. though he were the caufcof tn£; indeed. Accord 

ding to which periwafion^ certain Pricft of Sauoj hauing brought the confeaated 

hoft to lay a tempeft , and pcrceiuing that he prcuailed nothing,thrcatncd to caft 

it into the diir,ifir were not ftrongcr riien rhe diuellrraking itforaconfeflhJ truth 

that the diuell was the cau/e thereof. Ho wbeit the common iaying whereby we 

eitprede a hideous noy fe, viz. There wm fie/j a mjfi that a man touldnot heare God 

thnndtringfromhtAutn y doth confute this opinion. There is yctanothcr partial* 
Iar wherein the heathen fecmc to deale more honcftly then the Popes .creatures, 

viz.in thar they haue not io lightly efteemed any of their gods asthey haue done 
many of their Saints,in making one to keepegecfe, another fliccpc»anothcroxcn, 

and another fw'mc. Which Stints a French gentlewoman remcmbring in her 
(kkneiTc, could not but tell her Confeflb^that (he fitarcd left when (he came to 

heaucn fbme filthy bcaft mould be committed to her charge and cuilody, wherin 

(hetookeno plcafurc ; bu t fhould be right glad, if (be migktiaue foinc pretty pup* 

pies in kceping v to whom Hie had bene already sccuftomed.But we muft not be 

lb nice as this gentlewoman was, who(lo farrc as a man may conicclure)preiumcd 
too much of her merits : othcrwifeflicwouidhaucthoughthcrfelfwcli 9 tohauc 

bene in heauen vpon the lame condition the fbrcfa id Saints were, whole names 
I will fct downein their proper place.For my puipofe is to obferue lorn*' mcthodc 

in numbring them vp,at Ieaft wile to farrc a^ioflibly I can^in a matter fo confufed 
and out of order. And verily I cannot dcuiiea better order, then to diuide them 
by companies accordin g as I haue oblerued in my booke intitule d The conformi- 

tieofthe French tongue with the <jreeke t (wheie I haue touched this point in a word 

or twoj.Thisthcn is my conccitof the mattcr.To fome Saints thcy baucalfipncd 
certain offices according to thefignificationof their names«forcxample,toucning 

Saints which are Phyfitians,it was thought meete that fuch or luch a Saint mould 

cure this or that dilea(e,which foundcdTikeft,or came ncareft vnto his name. And 
hereupon they haucmadc Saint <J\faturin Phyfitian for fooles , hauing relation 

to the Italian word itf ^coming from the Grcckc word pumtn, of which fome 

French-men haue coined the word iMat. In likefort when it is (aid that Saint A- 
tatre cureth the acariafircsfiiat is/rantick or furious bedlamsjl make no que/Hon 

but that thcy refpe&cd thcoriginall and deriuation of his name. The like may be 

faid of Saint K^4uertin who cureth the auertineux, that is, fan ta fticall lunatick per- 

ions, coufingermans to the franticke: at leaft,it isholdc«hat Saint Kjiutrtin cu- 
reth all the ditealcs of the head , the grcateft of which is the Lunafic,as we know. 

So when Saint Eutrope is made Phyfitian of fuch as are troubled with the drop- 

fic,thcy haue (I take it) confounded Eutropc with ffjJrope* And I pcrlwadcmy 
Iclicithat tor the lame reafon Saint UKammardismadca Phyfitian desmammelies, 
that is,of the paps. Saint Phiacre of the Phy or emeroids,of thofe efpecially which 

grow 
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3'° r 3 t. . A for S-iint UUtin who hcalcth ihc Cab Jet mm», 
gt ow in the fundament . (oanii alikc.butarc the very fame. 

3wiMf tl>cw r 0 1 d °" ,hc nou it is becaufe this difeafe isfotthc 
And whereas S . ..W £ ^^tXfoVC^Cor^itisverypro- 

mort pan-i«^»«»,*f« ». ,n thc k °?^ made this pootc Saint pliyiuian 

bahle that they which pronounced tt f/J^'^f^J^ the fame feafbr. (in 

my Judgement) m afligning twteiM occup fl 10 omakers and fow- 

a,nplc,wbcn they made S .Cnf» ^T^Sfid> (bono^o^ 
tcrs , they had(no doubt) refpcO to ^ ^ ^ FraKh 

Greke)wl.ichfignifie.h^»^ 

as SSMWiper, that is to (ay,S. M»«f» «* • , f n k ffl rt , ou , of 
padon(ifUmaVbecalledanoccu^ 

L conceit,but .hat it comethof he Greek wo,0£ , ' ;f i( | whicll lhcy luE . 

fcred whileft they liucd >n the wild . ot wmc. of ^ ^ 
profeffing bet felfe to take pine vpon *« ' n ' An<) , <hrc be , 0 fay ,,hat 
Lbry that (bcdid.when (he was herevp* S'tuty^by their leauc, they 

lb vp y on rhelame ^™^^^J(ditte\^^ 
wc.c too blame to make him a Phytan ot the u v £ ^ ^ ^ 

lKhadJ.adbene.hepox)w!nchd.reaft ^°XrmcnandwomenSain 1S , I 

till a few ycarcs before y* «£» thequcftion wasof afligning 

fuppofe they were d.rcchjd by their Legend » do wne abcade- 

rolcof others which I h^ 1 "*™* » jsafhoomakeF, fo S. «<S (who 
riuit functions or vocanons .And ^^"^^^•MthtfbmASJt- 

alio curcth cettaine d.fcafc),* <"*k«L Saint Amhnic a fwinchcard. 
W for according to ^££^£g?M«h. S.««^ a bondman or 

S.GertruJe a rat-catchcr.S. W w«« a Knichtat amies. S.T« 

forrefter5^apain t er.S.N^ 

a lawyer. Subm jrelpetl. ^^ fi "JSSSi& 0 fall from them. fell A* 
fon /notes open for pv.foners and caufetl ' thc« two" f .. pot . 

.here are crtaine Saints which ba* f Xcro^me of. bechan.bet, another 
tcr, another Yeoman of thc Guard, ™™™^ m , malK «hc further 

Steward , another Secretary, «^Cta^ le fore then my lelf.Touching 
procuring of this difcourfc to f«^ h ~' C J hat fey do not profefle «h! 
Winn which ate Phyfmans, it ^«??^SM» with the cureof 

cuteof all difeaf«,as our n S^^^f^S^&''^ Sr "'""' me 

onconcly.S.l^r f ^'SH) ^ and S**tfl* 

the falling ficknes (called a fo the &tfg£Zt£l c «eth onely .he fcab and 
the plague (though accordmg to ^S^g^offtue,,. S V'"" the 

,oo,h ach. S ^^ ttto b«Chlni^;«?P^ k ^«'« 

S-atmuand S.WamM arc no, i i;y»» c «end,ot which 1 haue al- 

t^fiS-W and ate P Hyfi.i-^ 
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pardon mcCif they plcafc) though I do not here, regiftcr their namcs:not becaufe 
I Icorne them, or do it to fpare paper, but for feare left I (hould purcha/e thc dif- 
pleafure of the Collcdgc of Phy fitians :for if any of thc Popes creatures bcin g fick, 
ftould lcaue them and go to tbefbrciaid Sump thoufand to one but they woJd 

accufe me to haue marred their market. Another rcafon which moucth me to dc- 

(ift from making this catalogue,^ for chat thofe which haue written of the feuerall 
cifts,qualirics and functions of the Saint^do not agree among themfclucs . For 

lome aifirmc SJtriiUxobc thc fitteft in thc world to keepcgcc/e:othcrs,that this 
office belongs ro S»4tubfhothcrs will necdsbearevsin hand that neither of them 
haue any skill therein, but that it wholly appcrtaines to S.C4/to,called by (bmc 

pmftw GtUtu, albeit others (ay that it is not the /amc. In like manncr,albeit I iiid 

bcforc»that it is Saint fn»<A«wroccupation to kecpe Ihccpc, yet I am not ignorant 
thatmany hold it to belong to S Wolfe. But I ean alleadge for my fcX^Vndevcrfa 

Wtndlinus tupdit oues,fmm% mtgiflm : ( where it is to be noted,that thc Poet 
hath curtailed this poore Saints namc,bccaule it was too long for his verfe.) And 

this is one of the authorities which I build vpon , in aligning this occupation to 
this Saint. But if it be lawfull for me to vfe conie&ures in fo wcightie a matter, I 

doubt left tome reied %,Wcndtlin % for that his name fauoureth too much of thc 

high Dutch : others contrarily like him better then § Wolfe, becaufc itfeemes to 
them a matter prelaging fomc ill fortune to commit flicepc to the keeping of one 
called PVolfe,wcte he ncucr fo good a Saint . And in very dced,if § Wolfe would 
take my counfell,! would aduuc htm to change his namcMorcouer^here is fome 

controuertie amongft them,who it fliould be that kcepeth Iambes, (for when we 
foeake of the office of the Saints>thefe are two feuerall anddiftinft things,to kecpe 

fnecpe and to kecpe lambes) for fome fay it is SJohn^ others affigne another guar - 
dian for them.The truth is,it is fcarce probable that Sdohn mould keepe lambes, 

feeing chat the Lions skinne which he weareth would make them afraid. Againe, 
Stfubcrt (as fome affirmc^keepes dogs: others lay no- affirming that he is onely a 

hunter or forrcftcr,and no dog-keeper. Befidcs,mafiy affigne the office which wc 

auc toS.Roch,io SMmjxi healing the itch and fcab.Howbett his Prodouis af- 

rme that this office yvas not giuen to S. Moth, but onely by luftie rogues which 

kept high wayeSjfuborned by him to counterfet this cuill . And as for healing of 
rhegout(which we haue aitigned loS.Gcrtou) many attribute it to S.Mavre. And 
fome aifirmc it to be S .Claire that healeth red eyes % others that itisS.C%re the 
woman Saint :a third fort, that neither of them are employed herein, but that S. 

otil/c (commonly called Otlie) curcth all thcdifeafcsonhceies.Whereas notwith- 
(landing the good woman went to S>cU/re for this end, and befought a Prieft to 

(ay a Mafle for her,whercin he fliould call vpon $.CUirc for the cure of her eyes, 
S.-i«<r//'ffofhcrhcad,S.^^wVofherfwinc. Which puttcth meinmindofa 

woman of Paw formerly mentioned (who is yet liuing, if (he be not lately dead) 

who requeued a certaine dtlohn to put for her into his Maffe a halfe peny worth 

or fiue farthing worth of the holy Ghoft.But whether the ccftimony of this good 

woman be of any weight or not,I reporr my felfc to thofe who are better fecne in 
the Legends of the glorious Saints: wherein I can fay nothing but this , that they 
which haue bellowed this vpon S.cUir (or S.cldjre) to cure fore eyes,had an eye 

to thc Etymologic of their name(as they had tomndry others^ we haue already 
flic wed:)for a man an no way better cure theeyes then by miking them fee cleer- 

ly . Moreoucr,S.^*«"//« is one of thofe Saints which cannot peaceably enioy his 

place and office : for there be other faints which challenge the curing of thc cougty 

as 




THE FIRST BOO KB 



phm (commonly called YC^ S.i.n thereof . Andfurcly for my part 

'ciMr to be .he true and n» PhyO. bcfccW.oW 
I fubfaibc .hereunto, and f*^**™ lltmlllm urn** a It- 

^,connde.inghtstoo.h(wbch is ^ c J« n atf)fc thatG ^ w Uh.hegre« 

tleAbbcy which bearethh W^h is 5 » a bj ' m0 „, h which 

too.h could neuer come neate « : for « * <» " ^ thcn th(i mooth 

ll,ould lodge but a brownedozcr ^o' the».,m«.tn 8 n 



3t Lyoiu 



>dgebutabrowneoo«.. v. •"»■». wh • ( yoll |,ereupon,may 

,c g .careuouen«bctwitt^ 

1C L< Do.h i. therefore : follow tha i te M"» ? oHwt which . 

ierily ; We.ha t whenhe^ 

he pulleth ou.,hc necdeth bm to «*e . We F < ucKcoimo uau«: 

, flU prefume too ^J^* ^ - ^ 



and 1 hope the gentle «™« f a) , thef( . finc fables can no more 

handsiclpcciaUy «» fc k , ^XC£" I will thereforecontent my felfe 
all what .hey fay then the : man the ^Moone. i ^ ^ a 

w iththis,thatIhauefcarchedintoUiemaiiowoi ■ 

ted Doctors. c r Ami!* < who lending their names to their 

« Touching S MUk^S J«*hS .CUu**,^ * b U(Jj41 „ )the y 

ptolmcs.hauc giucn .hem thenamcs of mtaN, ' « ^ * fi)re , ^ 

^no,ticdby,?« 

^ ou * °a°r/rfit« mlice S .^#.-hich fo.d his gowne 



hauc bene deuifed vpon pleafure or 



"mey fay ) fo. 1 Sr'thefe worfluppcrs of Sain* are 

io If anyman (hall here ^^'^^^^^ysm^^^"^ 

pcrfwaded .ha. they can one "dlndccd An «M toucbingbarrenneflc, 

So- 1 anfwcr.that they are fo P? fwadc f "i"?" ™. w „„„,,»-, ,hcic atemany 

(which doth foplungc Phyfmans » A F»^Sf& byoneonely 
Ub which can c A cure « » ™SCr4e«ic S £g *»* 
deuout cmbracing.For firft S ^"f™XXe Hewhcre) bracgeth that he can get 

many women with child as come, dc iii y d, uom ly vpon the holy I 
inc viiih child, they faile not to ftwch hemfclues dcuou y p ^ ^ 




ing with child, they tailc not w ■ mcu." •» . < f hc reft do . lMfitJ<s 

wfechfahallflatvponmsba^ 

that they drink "SfflS^S 1 canno.Ue wi.h mo- 

image,andby name with he f«P'"£°"™ P. . j|d , , lcauc , 0 be decided 
demc. Now whete thisdog t women w, b chrfd , ^ ^ 

by thofe that hauc forged it or approuc o ^ucn a M b w . 

hauc bene holden a wonderment to ,hc wo rid if it had b ne tec M f( 

batons or heathen PJ^^^^^SSi whether lis Saint 
wh oprofeflc f^^Sn^M^U '■ ^ L wMthh « 

be in as good credit at this pre cnt, as ne . aflirmc it to be about twclue 

fecne him (to whom I ambchc den for '™ m o ,, tinual rcrapil , g .Ther e 
yearesago.fincehchadd^^^ 

Is nlfo in (he country of C m i/ImI in in , L, us for fl / ch m atte.s(how old 

cettaine Saint calledS.Gr/«,wh.ch was no l c ^°^L ciaUy of , ho fe who 
and decayed foeuer) ^YSJ&ite) there is 
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of a ccrtainc Saint called S.Rcttc in i^fnjou, which bufieth himfclfein this occu- 
pation. Buthow women behaue themfelues whenthev arc.in his company (con- 
fidcring that he fliewes them that which ciuilttic would hauc couered, ) as I am 
aftiained to write ir,fo I am fure the Readers would blufli roreadcir. I could fur- 
ther difcoucr many other iccrets appertaining to this myftery > which not with- 
(landing I will omit for the fame rcafon : and will consent my fclfc with that 
which is rep or ted of our Lady of gUd»effe, viz* that thofe that cannot hauc chil- 
dren 9 do pull(at leaft were accuftomed to pullj the bell ropes that are in her church 

with their teeth. 

ix And was there euer yet any Phyfition that could cure the fickneffe of ica- 
loufic? No verily : yet it is (aid that there is a Saint at T <w, that is a notable work- 
man to cure although no Phyfition could euer turne his hand to it. We haue alio 

$*Au<rtinfi t Ac#)rcfi*Maturin(\ meanc S. Maturing Arcbant ,whom others call 

S.Mathelin, whence comerh the old prouerb vied in way of a by-word,7"^ ma* 
thelimufe^A btAd full 0} crochets) who cure theforelaid dileatls which Phyfuions 

(we know) were ncucr able to do, for all their HclUhorum. Thcle few examples 

may fuffice to (hew what excellent Phifitions thefc Popifh faints arc. 

12 There isyet another remarkable difference betweenc the laints which 

are (aid to profelTe phyfickein heauen,and other Phyfitions here vpon earth, viz. 

that each of thcie faints can inflift the fame difcafe which they can cure, as may 
hence appeare: for when welay S MtutdsmU^S Johns euill^t HgnirTeas well the 
difcafe wnich they fcndy as the difeafe which they hcale. True it is indeed , that 

fomc laints are more cholerick and dangerous todeale with then others :of which 
number S. Anthony is the chiefe* forheburnethvp all before him for the leaft diP 

pleafure done to him or to his minions* For ifanyiniury be offered either inert 

or fwine(for hc is Lord Protector of them both)they make their prayer to S.An- 
1 horn ,that he would be auenged of them , and then the diucll is among them. As 

for lwine,they (peak neuer a word,yet the whorcfbns think neuer a whit the Icfler 
for this Saint will not fuffcr them to remaine fuch brute beafts astheyarc by na- 

turcSo that that may be ftid of this & other Saints(which are more cholerick and 

dangerous to deale with) which thcLatin Poet affirmed generally of all the gods 



* 



or he Deos fecit timor. For as that good woman, after (he had giu 
die to S.<M/f^4f/,gauc another to the diucll which was with him : toS.Micbael t \o 

the end hc might do her fomc good$to the diuc)l,that he might do her no hurt: fo 

it is not to be doubted,but that s.uinthony and other like Saints hauc bene wor- 
shipped as much or rather more forfeare of fome mi/chiefe they might do 



them,then for hope of any good they expected from them. And this is the rcafi 



of that great 




conflict which was betwixt thofe of the cine of Aries 



and the L^nthonhm of Viennoit about this queftionjboth of them affirming that 
they had the body of S.Anthony in their cuftody,and each of them (hewing one 

of tncm,which they affirmed tobe his.In fine, J?. Anthony was left with two entire 

bodies/or defaqjt of one: and with many other parts and members in fundry pla- 

ces,with halfe a dozen of knees at the Icaft; one of which was at Bourg, another at 

Mdfc w^nother at ©^another at C^if^nother at Ouroux, another at the Au- 
quf'tm of A /^.Sec now what s. Anthony hath gotten by being Co lufty,at leaft wife 
by caufing this report to be blazed abroad,that hc was fuch a fliarpc fnauer . This 
alfb ought to tcacn vs to demeane our fclucs w ifely towards thofe who are in dan- 
ger to be canonized for Saints after their death, feeing that is not true which the # Mortu 
prouerbe faith,*£« trefpajfes ne mordent fluSyDctdmcn cannot bite , if we fpeakc of mordent. 

JE c cano- 
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^ea Sain* , I f it be true , to Popilh * «— - 

* But Id vs fee whether ,hc,c 1* no. fiSSS^'StSSS 
<w*.<bchcathcnG°dsa^ 

ina y pctcciuc which of .hem tauc w „ c , wadcd ,hat the* gods 
could as well hurt -W^J^E 'ic'of opinion tha. cuery tot dothbuc 

cure one oncly difc aMvd ha ' 1C « n ™ pc/fwaded that that gods had e- 
or rcucnge, due that oncly : the tauten w P [h hiwmg 
nuill power oner all difcafes.ctthct '° mm " " ... may plainly pctcciuc, 

2 Sing , making feke « ^^' to ttS 5« n °< ?0 m ™ h ° n ° Ut 
ttothclV^^^^^SS^fflwe are .ovnderftand of women 
o their Hunts as .hey ° cll a5 ol go ds. But the Pope* 




i pallc, to ao uiuu «~ &• ----- ---v i"Yjj- occu pations,'that it woula make 

lo vile and abieft,yea (o filthy ° l < maVc fomc fooomakeB , o- 

i man ficke at the heart to «c . a^vben they d „„ in the 

.hcrs coblcrs.othcrs f^^^c^a In of lb* which were compa- 

tankc of the infenout gods , and ol t c ™an d toc roadc him a fwme- 
heard. And as for (aims w . eh ^ it 1S)to t hc Popiflt Preaehers 

is a cleanlier occupation then to make ^nocs. . jued thw famy, 
(a.lcaftwifc thole toW^)^*^*^ haue notdefifted to 

and eatied the matter fo in a "J^KtfHhJS bene of a higher rankc: foe 

iuc them as good and as great "^"^'"^^cfimendation.Wimeflcthe 
icy made this an argument o he; 6™"* Xmcd that this glorious fans 

nrihcrwhodifcourfingof.hcl.f^ 

night hauc bene Pope , .ha. aXfilUooW* 
he might haucbenc Empcror,but th i he , u) wha t a roguifli trade it 

my .n°" f>crs and damcs(faid he)confidc g™$^ t ^&bu4fr 

is> and how filthy and <^ »£S««te. and togg in| at thefe ftm- 

,1 at they mud cue. be landtag £x M hocm» , , ^ , 
kingskmswi.htabarctc^ 

Utieof .his ylorious Cunt was. HwW ^^cBandcoblcrsoftheplaeclaydhoU 

l,u t .l.ecompanyof.hemoftnoble» 

of him, and cumed tam ^^^SSSTbiii kauingo.hets.oi.idge of th« 

ftion nfhisiermon fi'om^beginnii^toeno . o nad thc wrong) I tbwke 

f -.ft ( l mcane whether thc (Inker or he that .was irru ^ 
tepJeaeherhadreafon^y^ 

proper to this fainr,vi/. mat nc mm , i MO hcaucn. 

Ip. n carrh,which he mean to fol ° w "" a ,^h I haue faid, concerning the 

1 I+ m^m^^^ZT^M then the heathen low 
Pop« crea.ure S) .ha..bey g.ue leff ^ honor to *^^ IMaaamaK ,hcn one 
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makejeheir Saints patrons and protestors of cities and countries , as the heathen 
made their gods. And that as thc BAbilw*ns { {tet example) had Bell for their Pa- 
tron, the Agyptiam lfs and Ojiru 9 thc JlhoMdtuthe Suhne,thc StmUmlunojLhxi 

F*fhi*n$ ytnmfiit Delphi Am Aftfo^nt Athenians Mmertujhc EphefiMS Diana: 

So the Spaniards haue Saint lames for their Patron j the French f Saint x>«rfc » they 
oUimofin Saint Af4«/<<// aboue the reft : all iheGermatis in gencrall Saint <7iw^ 
they of Aufbttrgh Saint Vbickjflkity oialen the three Kings i they of «M/7*i» Saint 
Amhrofe: the Venetians Saint iJMarke: thc tomanifts of thefe times Saint Ptf «• and 

Saint /w/ together with their Lieutenartt.1 omit the Saints who hauegiufe their 
names to cities, at Saint guintln 5 Saint Dsfier ,Saint Denis, Saint A&nan,Sai nt 
i»4*/,Saint onter , which may be called in Latinc ( as thc reft aboue mentioned; 
Tutelares fantHps they were Wont to call them Tutelar es Dij : But what inference 
can hereupon be inforced? Surely this , that the Popes creatures ( putting their 
Saints in the roomeand place of the heathen gods) haue giuen fufficicht tcftimo- 
ny that they had as reuerent an opinion of their fufficiency, as the heathen had of 
the fufficiency of their gods, in commanding all forts of maladies," either by fen- 
ding them, or rcmouing them, and in knowing all manner of occupation s. ( For 
albeit thc heathen do not affirmc that their gods do exCercile trades : yet this they 

hold asamoftcerten truth, thattheyknow them, and are well feenc in them.) 

But this is no good confequentj for many men take workes in hand Which they 
afterwards putouer to others,becaufc they cannot effect or finifli th£ theriifchics, 

as thofe who are called in latinc rcdemptcris x who though they take in hand to 

build an houfe,and to finllh it,yetdoth it not by & by folWw,they fhould be Car- 
pentcre or hewers of ftones,or Mafons, or Tylers 1 but agreeing with fundry forts 
of workemen in that which appertaincs to ci|ety mans trade, and trufting to their 

workcmanfliipitookevpon them the chargedf rhe whole. And I make noaucfti- 

on but that thefe great tutelary Saints, (protectors and patrons of cities) d id t he 

like in trafficking with other petty Saints of Iefle account, touching thc workc 

which was proper to their trade,or office which was belonging vnto them : and fo 
hautngthc furtherance of many ,tookcvpon them thegoucrnmcnt of thc whole. 

xj But now ( whereas I thought I had bene come to the end of this di- 
fcourfc,) I find that there is yet more worke behind : for I am aware of a lecion of 
our Ladics,from whence the greateft part of tlie Clergies reucnuc doth arife. And 

verily the thing which made me forget them (for I will confelTe thc truth) was,in 
that fpcaking of men and women Saints , I wasaffraid I mould haue committed 
an abfurditie, if I fhould haue ranged them in that ranke,and afterwards the varie- 
ty of matter made me forget them. And if any man (hall haply thinkc it a greater 
abfurditie to place them at the taile of the Saints, I haue what to anfwer for my 

felfe:forIcan allcadgc that which one holpc himfelfcwithallinthclikecafe,that 
he which gttth lafl in procefsion , bath the firjl and mo ft honorable place. N cucr- 

theleflfc,iithe Popes creatures will not take this reafon for good pay men t,bu t will 
needs mouc my patience, they (hall find (pcraduenture ) that they haue to dcale 

with another manner of man then they take me for. Fori will neuer Jcttbcm reft, 
till they haueanfwered me ^r/V4//;,whcther fo many of our Ladies be fo ma- 
ny virgin M 4W.«,mothcrs of our Sauiour Chriftdfthcyfliall anfwer,that they are, 
they will runne into groffeabfu rdities .If they mall anlwer, that they arc not, they 

will fall into greater.But becaufc I am fo perfwaded of their curtefies,that they wil 

eafily pardon and exculc this incongm ity in mylaftfpeechrifitwcrefb,)I wH not 

vexc them with fuch a violent queftton , being fuch a one as might eafily 

Ee 2 make 
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T, thXet be flS fomc of our Ladies are named of the 

where ^^^^^SSntt the fitft, fomc oftherobemithenarncof 
in tbey ate .roployed Co™& m « what fnamwof place it is wh etc 
feme cirteor , hc J mC of thecirieot towne Where 

,hcy remain. b7f^^^^ i0Br ^of*^wI^o£^* 

they tei.de, are ^'^"^.^^ S ot N j« W ««,Gl» Udy off 

in ^mcrgm , our Lady oi U*. om Lady or ^ ^ rf 

Samples ot the todtogrf h ^c om Etdy ot ,l«W%.o U r Lady of 

,hc place where they mak ^'X^^ t a ^bcinc Ipccificdin rohd.y ofthem, 
.he OWmUim , ( the name °^^"^^£ r Lady of CMmtM«nii 

asout Lady ,hc t0 P o( ,he 

And ,„ >&*g^%S*$% of the A*r Lady of Lffn 

mountainc.;Our Lady 01 im r \ oViinflan okc,)onr Lady ohhefauc 

ok (beeaufefhe (food by the ^M^wT^te flood hard by a 

Walnul-tm for the like reafon, ou Laoy or tre ^ ctMm f m that there 

W cll:0 U tLadyoftlKF~fo tfi^^SL^heoAcfviidtidie 

«(« teaft ^^^^^5£ 8 o«h«toi Lady ^orour 
Churehjtltttwtttanbcingcaiiraourw y , hollow valwiot becaufe 

Lady t**r 'j« ^^^^^) ^ taoSc (h« & in a <*«* 

flic is( ,rt/& W and "= . f ^ the word cmc ("taken in the 

uitie vnder the earth made » Xiupon force arc wont to fay MM 

ftnfe ) cometh from i*c ^X^yJ fepr , /w ^«tther.theycaBano- 
theroui ' Lady of <V«<'£«n^ 

ther our Lady of S« m- tor tha m «he houut un e ^ ^ 

vaculoully filled w.th ftowas ^'^."l^XLicy peiforme. For ex- 

ample our Lady of «< y 7 , ^ 

Lat )y rf^^g^X wc murt know , that there is great dtoebe- 
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ercat hurt.) Wherin confifteth it then:* Verily in 

tliattlicyvruallycompoicuicn f whom thev hauc not bene afliamcd 

th cy were wont to ,lc ■^^^^S^s.o^^M^, 

to paint naked »^jS^X«i in hfc MentrA of our W, ,/ 

head/romanotherpretv ^^^^^^agtia^ , and 
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dcuotionthe;b«terornor, I Icauc to be determihedby fuch as are more compc*. 
tent iudgesi >;Howbeit this lean fay ;,tharlhauebookes in parchment containing 
their Mating , fcuenfyng; and Complies \ and other parts of fuch filly feruice s 
which hauethepi<5luiwolmicyor%dainffspaintcdinithera^ being of inch wan- 
ton and fadctiitous countenances! and bchabiours.ii tha^ we may well apply VntQ 
them the faying of Property DoEU^Ht^litumVmrimlUtphfgMum. But 
whacLadiespidturcs tnefewere, whcihci Jho pi&urw of thofe whom the owners 

of thefe bookes had at*otnmand,oi<pf thdowttortt theyidefired they might haue, 
I cannot define. How/bcucr, ccrrcstb/cy wae fomcfuch to wlwm they bare lo 
entire atfeclion,as that they could not , frrbearc theVtgty of them > np.not whilcft 
they were at their prayers, for feare t(iiy fl]pu|d forgf 



8 But to rctume to the former queftion a to Wit , whethes all our Ladies 



hichl named cucn now,be one and the fomeLadie or not. If they fliall fay, 



...... they arc one and the fame: I wp^dqemaundqfthem, why flic doth fodif- 

guife her felfe into (6 many fafaions? . If ificy fliallanf^cr, tliat.diey be diuers : I 
would defire them tomewmc whic]i f^hem is.th'c ;^rginec^f4rjf Chrifts mo- 
ther. But this were to fall agajncWq Warmer qucftion, wherewith 1 promifed 

any more.lt wcre^iter then^ tjtie.prefenOwcfliould 



with the opinion of tbcgbodwom^nof^w-r/^W, whofaid 



that our Lady of Nantudlmd our Lady §tFrmm{ we're fitters; and that wc take 

aduicc vpon good and manure deliberation,!? Wff canpbf aipc Co much that all of 



y be cither fillers or at leaft wiil* $ k 



r.O. 



19 But befide the fundi y attire? of c^ur Lajdies^ there is fuch ftrange varietie 
in the habits of the Saints,that he Aatijiquld go about tydclcribe them,had need 

haue on his confidering cap^o knjbw jv(K;re to begin, F^j'r one is ftarkc nakedjano- 
ther halfcnaktfd, another well appaielted. t)ne wearcthagreat hat, another a litlc 

oncja third fort,l know not what to call lyefcrobjin^ t^»c Jurkifli^/^^^w^.Somc 

are mufHed,others arc l\oo4cd,others c^owjed, otheis bigguined . One is armed wu 

at all points, anothe r hatf) onely fword arid buckler; another but fword and dag- 

ger.Onc is on footc,anothcr on horfebac^c. Neither is this all j for one laugheth, 
another wccpeth:one lookcs as though he had wonn<e alljanother as if he had lo/t 

cucry crolTe.Tobe flioryhe ditfcrcncc betwecne thcm.isincredible,yea cucn in- 
finite, not onely in thcle'jbpt in (qndnr.oxbcr particulars. And therefore it is the 
more to be wondered (with ..yrhich f will fohclude) how they being fo dif- 

agrccing, croflfc and contrary one, to another, Hiouldnotwithftanding make 

fogood harmony in the kirchins of our holy mother the Church 5 which all of 
them labour tovphold withonc accord ( implpy tog all their happic and glorious 

miradc-mungenng to kcepe them hot jand 10 maintaine them, that our holy mo- 
ther doth notenuy thekitchins ofKingsandEmpcToUrs.' True it is,chat (he doth 

alfo keepe ; them prctic and warmc \kira the rcuenues of the Saints, (as hath bene 

fHid) whfch though it be exceeding grcatfas may appearc by thcaccour that hath 
benecaft onely in groflTeOyet if wc corifider how much the gaine which flie get- 

tcth by the foulesof the faints dcparted,doth furpaffe that which flie hath by their 
bodies • it will appearc that the reuenue which arifeth from the forefaid corps, 

compared with that which accreweth by the foules, will not buy lugar to the 



wine. 
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. 30 And.now I come to the other point which I promifcd to handle in this 
Chapter,v« .liow intollcrablc the couetoufneflfe of the Cleargiewas^, But what^ 
(may fomefay)May wc not difcouer , this. impudent couetoas dealing by fundry 

Ec x places 
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3 iL nr .hkhooke as namely by that which hath bene already fpoken in this 

places of this bookc , as nam^y y ourpo f c j s to detefl monftrous inn 



the Altar where the high Malfc was fung 
jfl edit dtuote : arfcjW « 

Menus agr fit 4, per munerdjuntibt Md. 

Ergo venitotegentesjiforde remotd, 

gut datit t eiUlccertideditiitidote. 

Tc preeor,accelerdfpergas hie dum potes^r*'. 

Et ficreuerafecure.calicajpera. 
oft tufcires quantum data profit tbtres, 

Tn iuxta vires don Arts quod dare quires. 

re mifer a pten&Jum tempw babes > aliena. 
Hue dare te pari* venUftt aperta crumena. 

Co»forsc<rMisf*hricdquipom& 

Ex hoc fum tip, bic vos munddre pottfiu \ 
Fratresbauritedetruncopoculavitd: 

flic aliquid finite jverivelut IfraeUtd, 
Crede mib$rede,cali dominaberh dde. 

Ham pro mercedefhrifio dices Jriht rtdu 
nUdaturexpomPArddifm venditioni. 

Currant ergo boni/apientet culmina t hrm . 

Vis retinertforumtmihi traddepaucd botsorm, 
ProfummaqmrumeferabimmUpolOYum. 

Use ft Urge des^inealo fitted fides: \ 

Qui frit hUparct'pdrcecomprendtttnAra. 
cur tardMtantumfnummi mib't des aliquantm 

Colo nummogaudebis in dthere 



ft * 




fffis fame qudter,vmm fimtljfdc 

Ann os condonat{anclm Pater ifla eorenai. 
Tot quddwenasdat&dbluit htetthtpanai 
Mil mifiU decies foetus Ji des ibifi 



» • 



The (ubiea otmater of thefe vetfo (whi ch I fp<ak« ; for then fako >^w*£ 

thing/hall ncucr come dicrc. For 

HUdaturexpomParadtfusvendtttom: 

which is thus much in good Englifli, 
Here Paradifi is fit to open fide. 

nut that the Reader who vnderftandeth not Latin, may iudge whether I had tea- 



cenfure thefe verfes as I did, I will expound vntohira theft two 
Crtde mbUtedtsdi domnabtrh *4% 



Ndm 



CHAPTER XXXIX* p? 

Nmpomenedejchriftodiccsfinihietde. . 

That is, 

For meedebeleeuemejbauJhdJt gaine dtrewnt \ m 

red rule in beaum, dnd fai te ChriHfithte drnnk 



X 



N ow if any man dc/ire fa hauc the/cnec of them word for word, fee hrre what a 
fine Icflbnthcy teach vs: Aflurc thy felfe thoulhalrbe Lord grc** maiftcr of boa- 
uen 5 for in lieu of the money which thou haft giucn , thou 111 alt fay to Gbrift, 

Stand backe, giue place. . ...... ; * 




i 
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* ■ i ■ i < 



» 0 



How our Aficejlors were nuzzeledin ignoranceafChriflidnreli^eniandhew 




thePopifh Clear gie alwaiet maintained themfiluei ^notwtthfian-' 
ding their wicked lines were mtoriouflj knowne to the 
world , and that many of their iugling trtckes 

nnd falft miracles had bene 

difcouertd. 

* 

4 

Vrpofing to flic w in this chapter , how Come euen from the day* s 

of our forefathcrs,began to open their eicsand to efpy the packing 

and conucyanceof Church-men • I thought it requhlre in the firft 
place, to confidcr bow great the darknetfe and ignorance, as alfo 
theabtifeof thofe times were. I am thcrcforeto intrcate the Rea- 
der to call to mind fundry examples to this purpofe di/pcrfed here and the«? in 
diuers places of this bobketbefides which, (it neede werc)infinite more mirf« be 
added t howb^it,threeorfoure(haIi{unice. Firft then,isit riot a ftrange fopperic 
to thinke, that thofe men or women which their Church Calender hath marked 
with red letters,arc men and women Saints.that is,gods and goddefles^r at Iwft- 

wifepettygods.and (as I may by) fubordinate gods? Foriffheybadnotiudged 

them fuch,qucfttonleflfc,they wold neucr hauc alcribed vnto them diuine power 

which God re/eruesas oroper to himfelfcalone«So that here we may fee not onc- 
ry tlicir fimplicitie fincle and alone by it fclfc, but accompanied with horrible im- 
pictie. But this is yet rat more hideous and horrible, in that they dare affirm*, that 

if the holy Ghofl were bit by a mad dog, it is neee/Taric he fliould go ro Saint Hu- 
bert if he would be healed 5 whichwasaucrrcdbyapcdlerofthe reliqucsofthe 
fotefaid Hubert. Andconfideringtheereataccountandrcuerent opinion Which 
they had of the Pope as well as of the Saints, was it not meere madrtctfe to 
thinke thatas (bone as a man became Pope,h* became alfo god That he had the 
keyes of heaucn and of hell , to let thofe into heairen that would giue Come thing 

to him or hk: and to (end them packing to hell that would giue nothings That k 

was a Idle fmne to kill a man then to eate fldh vpon a friday, or m viola te ahy fuch 

commandement enioyned by this earthly god^Butifweconfr<fcr the fa^ificebf 

the MalTeand the abofes therein committed,what elfc can4>efaid, but that many 
hauc bene and are at this day ftrangcly bewitched, in beleeuihg tlMrrheToarccc r- 

tainc foulesin Purebtorie which cannot be deliueted thende , butbythemcanes 
of many Mafles>That a fir lahnbauhig pronounced cmaine S^ratnentali wbnis 



all the bread in thd market i makes to many loaucs to become (o man , 
That men catc their maker , and aftcrwatd caufe him to paft^ through tl Wtplaee 

£c 4 rhat 
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Itocannotbe namedwith modem* And f which isa pom. worthy obfc 



— - /„, . • . /u rt i»W nlantand root it in them more and 

.--fupctftitionoutof ^3rittgSSfc*rifc, and thcnatlcaft 

morer^or they fhould ^r iSd and flcfti poyfon men: his blood 

Sue fafpeftedU when, they A. ' lh e fourth* 

•m^**** th ^ *™*/5 „i ™t feuenth, by meanesof one 
U hi. A poyfoning ,hc Errmcrour U m* «h » y rf ^ 

j^rd 0 (M,mfliM» » biultogethet to reicft it, with adieu m 

Neither ough«k«w^. w /^^n?^*« of "* alK For I ? 
the diuels name , feeing tt ^f K fS^, t f^ eca ki) had a litle fl»g bai- 
ls W ell knowne .hat the ™f i6c ™£?/"S%M , and all without drinke. 
red fpanicll which ate fou.cfcore ol xhm » b *^^ kJ tofioa,,nte<R* 

But (row (hold it be reuenged into his pixe to nibble at 

thefeptetie beafts hauc not onely bene l°boM « to S ■ r ^ 
him AewJbmWiue *Jf^»"^^^^U^ (aswe 

whilcft the Prieft was a Accpc •ta-JJ^,, Wlw „ fiji wdu VoU 

know)ata towncealled Same tJJMr/ «, andat mlcroorcwit , and tohaue 

L fuchaccidentsasthefe mould hauetaughtmema^ 

fought with thcmlelucs how farre « hc y"jJS 

tnR G u dsdiuineatmbutc«ofuA^^ 

Zfamoufc.Whcrcasthe^ 

ded one foolerie to another.bor «^£g^^ Md / dlall 'opei» their eyes to 

whichhad eaten vp this bread n, 5^> ft '°™S ! they nUithTJanding 

f« the cofening tricks wherewith '^Xrr^BoflWs fcllow«>*«r«e 

were fo fane from furceafing to 

honour as before, that they canon ^^£2(5*** *e « P*** 1 
likebrutilhoeffewasknowne to haucbenc^ pratt lea * ^ jfi( ^ 

/„„«. For a certaine gentleman MalTc-m arrer ( wnom . c w4son his 

r,«dfull)hauing heard the found rf' , *S2^,^*MS£tat they were 

W ay>skcd wha, itmeantrandtomgWrned "^vpgodrtaidtohtWen 

readic to the tlm*m* a man would fay , » Id « « P 8 ^ ^ f 

Let « make haft that we may e°™^'°" hkllcancfliirt. Who being come thi- 
his chamber ; for my part f wjH bnng Jua. £ ™ m JUckU 

d,cr,tooke this finegodandofferedh mtoh 5 "° " . h fjW the hof fe thruft 

this faft with cycling great ^J^^S m th«* faid,it w«a» ar^u- 

out his nofc as feonc as the brcade n ^ ^„.^ d m is puts me in mind 
mcnt that he had bin » KU " om ?^ hofr was pricked « 

of tk Mi fH''^ ,s ' th r e pckn r^uZdinttenumbcr ofholy reuqucvn 

Ft m by a Which was afterwa «b , reme a.ber : ; as if by 

one of lite Churches of , he ^ 

with this ftab was giucn,* murtherer 



2 



And we (hall the left wonder how men could euerbc fo brutilh 



with 



( CHAPTER 5C3QXIX. 32l 
with greater rcuerence , then.they . did a rabblcment of wicked and abhomi- 
na We lolling-lobbies > which fctfithc not oncly with plaine lyes,but with lyes ful of 

jmpietie,and worfe without companion then Talmudiqall or iMahometicall fa* 
bles.But to defcendfrom thcgenerall to paiti<jiihaii,that is^rrom fundfy fprt« and 

feels, of hypocricicall n^auclingsyto come to ones iviJI noethigbc a wonderifaent 

to pofterity,that men mould attribute fo mwhx&fyaneiftmtyte to theiuvcry at- 

tireias to caufe.cMdren to wcareit for a iamh,iHaHay this meanes thcy may cpmc 
to maris eftate* That fome mould Weare it a litlcbcrdre thefrdflatfy feeling them- 
felues deadly fidce>That others (Who had no fcafoneto wearoit bcforejmodldtakc 
order by thejir wi)sjtobeinterred«n itt And v4»hrf.(J?befie^h you) were they tfeac 

vfe<| ehu kindof iMc^r^jKiiftyeiily grcat li^rdR,. as mirch or rather morethen 
the ^common peoplctyca cuen-kings andEmperours themielues'.tndeedtheEarle 

ototyif being one ofthelaft thai turned Brier- in this fort ) islefraloneas^by- 
word atid laughing ftocketoall poftcritie^ flutthb' greater part not content with 

their habit , betooke themfelues to their couenei bequeathing vntb them their 

goods,and lb defrauding their children or kinsfbIlc,who in equity and confcicnce 
fhould haue bene their heirs. And as for thoile thatwoufd needs become Fra ft rtfi 

arts - will not poftcriry wonder to hearc , that fincc this faneietooke thent in the 

head to become of this order ofreligious men 5 they were fofo ffom taking aduife 
and idoumel of their parents ,thar if it had beneneccuary in eiitring into that order» 

to trcad fatha & mother vndcr their fcct 5 theyithought they were bound toido it? 



And to the end they might the more enrich themfelues by this* mearies>thcy 




fo impudent and mameleire ( in abufing the fintylicitieof the t>ooit? people; that 
they made no bones to tell thenvyea to make them belcebe that there was no o-* 
thcr meanes in the world whereby the diueU could be/a(ucd, » but by perfwadin 

him to take the habit of Saint Fwcis Jlndctd I do not remember that t haucrea 
thisin thebookeof Conformities ; butfurelamthatl haue read in it farre-mprc 
impudent liesjinpraife and commendation of their orden v r 

J Now albeit the mifliaps which dayly befel: (turn bUnke their breadeh God) 
mould haue opened the eyes of thefemiferableidolarcns, yet they /hut them (b 

much the more. The like may be iaid of thcib blindnelTe and bmtimneflc, fimpli- 
cirie and fortiflinefle, in not e/pying the knauery of the falfe Friers, For that which 

mould haue difcouercd vnto them the villanic& filthincs of thefe mifcreants, did 
the moreconfirme them in the preiudicate opinion which they had of their hoi i- 
ncfle.I wilrecord for example that which happened in our own time at the death 

of that famous Ft/mcifan DeCombw. It is Well knowne that thisknau'e died of 
the Neapolitan difeaft(otherwile termed the French poxc)the buttons brpimples 

whereof breaking forth and making him lookc firy red,th e people which4w him 

as he was caried to thegraue (for they caried him in his habit or cowlo with his 
face vncouered) were perfwaded that this redne/Tc came fro hence, in that he was 
become a Seraphin. Sure I am that the death ofagcntIcwoman,who died of the 
ftinkc of the feete of this venerable pockic villainc, which (he had killed after h is 
death (being vnacquainted with fuchftrong fauoursj was fo interpreted , that it 
did in like fort conhrme men in the opinion which they had of bis nolincflc. And 
thofc (doubtlefll*) who made nomoreoftherednefleofhisFrench poxe but the 
redneHc of a Sersphm^iwdx was their fimplicitie) if they had taken him in the facl 
by which hegptthem , would haue perfwaded tbemlelues that they had fcenc 
fomc othct thing then in truth they fa w , or (as the Larinc Poet h>eaketh) would 
haue made their eyes belccue they had feen. fbmething which chey iaw not.Much 

like 
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3" . „,•„,•„.„ two other fecte by his maifters fecte (who 

like that good roles, had his pretie wench lying 

to the end he m.gh t tatty ™£ he c £ ca ou at ,he w indow, Cm* fa 

by his fidc)wcnt lolirnply JowoWMt ne t g ee hCTC how ,|l Chriftendome in, 

i. ^^ffi&ta^tafce of thefe abufes, wen. 



Scad ofptoceeding «dg ^^ >* h ™ k * t «*** abufes 



backward through the aft lud f™Xffe^ts neuer fo v 0 iuerfill,bu. that there 

4 Ncumhelcilc this _gtea t ^^^SLf^i and pmeiuc che 

W ere fome in all ag« *»^^XmM sJmJib (asharh ben* 
wicked courfc i of life which [tafcCnurcn ctrt ainop a fIagc taktn-ou, 

fiid)inucycd ftourly agamft .r. And (as I alladged7ot tbh pur- 

of a booke written by Gululm* W^^'^^^^htLuGlq* 

pofe. And at ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^t^vi^^ia^xa 
endure the wicked Me of to *£™£ okc ioft Lm 'called *** 

renounce their order , but al tow it a dookc g reprobates , citi- 

wherein he tels them (to ^."W^Sg^M,^ of rhofi- that .hen li- 

• wnsof SoJmc, contemners of the holy Teltomcnt, ' c ™ c p ment io ned to 

ued,and ^^^^^^^m^^*^ Amort, Pope 

tbc y ucbrion. As for ^^^^£3 tat by exptefe- 

^Uxtndtr the fourth did what necouia . ^ bum( . daboo k wl «:h 

die* .and — dcme S ho ^^ff^^^SU 

the begging Friers had publi^fteM^wnCTcin^ney 8 h( , bw of the 

nor proceed from rhe law f thefimple world 

fpiririwhi^ 

fo abufed, but for fare left this to, ablurd a ™3" , (Ur „ t uc>f«U, or »** 

swssk* agarics; 

,he forefaid Cffc 'u' ^^dtteefo e the dcft.ucV.on of the Church 

is with the GofpeU ofChrift(fiy .he,, 

- - - , iclt r • " ^vccllent then ir,by how much the Sunne is brigh- 

it is fo much more rjcrfitfand txce lent tnen n, y Moreouer,hc men- 

ter then the Moonc,and the "X nd of thefe two coparifons 

tioneth other like detcftable^ 



to be 



tioneth other like dcteitaDie «y»n^ " — . h author f cakcth 

who publifticd it. 

* c tognolftrtz, point mx robbes 
Us faux t rat/Ires torn flans de lobbts: 

w leiirs faits faut reg arder> 
Si deux bien votu voulezgarder * 

That is, 

Tor thou fi*lt neuer for tioti 

Con known Aright by her clothing 





The traitors full of trechery 
But thou her wtrltes can efpi 



And 



And a little after. 
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bailie (c'ejl chofe voire) 



i • • 



• • • • t • i 



Pour bailler commun exempt, 
Vn liure de far le grand diab/e, 
Dit, L'Euangile perdurable, 
Dont le fain ft EJprit fit miniflre: 
Si comme il afparut au ti/re 9 
Ainf\ \cft-il intitule. ' 
Men e\ fdigne d'efire brulc. > 
A Paris n'enH'bommintjfemme 

Au pirnti dinant Hpffre&airie 

J2ui lors bien amir ne It feu ft, 1 ' 

Pour le don bier Ji bien luy pieuft. 

La trouuaft far grans meffrifons 
Maintes tedes compar/iifins. 

uiant que par fa grand chaleh\ y 

Soit de clartejbit de valeur^ 
Surmonte le Soleil la Me, 

trcp ejlplus trouble^ fbu brunei 

Et lenoyauaesnoixja coque: 

( 2V> cuidez fai queie vow moquei 
Cela dt ftnsbourde ne qui lie) 

rmonte cefi Euangile 

Ceux que les quatr ' Euangelifttfs 
DuFils Dieufirenthleurstitres. 

De tels comparaifons grand majfe 



4 • 



■ • 



i 



1 




I 




* • • \ • \ i 



That 



que ie treffajjt 



• \ 



% » 



They broughten a bcoke with fin grace 

To yeutn exam fie in common place, 

That faidthus, {though it were fable) 

This is the GofpeU perdurable. 
That fro the holy Ghoft isfenti 

Well were it worth to ben breni 
Intitled was in fitch manere . 

T his booke which 1 tell here, 

There wm no wight in all Paris 
Be fome our lady at paruis, 
That they ne might the booke buy, 

T he fentence pie a fed hem well truly 



«".VAt 



4 \ 



• 4 



ight he fee by great tredjd 

Full many afalfe combartfou*.^ 

As much as through his great "ifiight \ 

Be it of heate or of light " 

The Sunne fumounteth the ijMoone 
That troubUr is, and changeth foont: 
And the nut kirnell the fhell 

( J fcorne nat that 1 you tell 

Bight fo withouten any guile 



\ 



f N > * | 

■ - * 
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Surmoun 
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Surmounmk this noble EuAngile 

rhewordofanyEudngeliJl, %n 
KAndu her title thy token Cbrtjt. 
Ksfndtnanj fttcb compdrifeuts^ 

of which I make no mtntmn % 

Might men in tbdt booh find* 

Who Co eoud of hem hdue mind 



The fame Poet makes further mention of the bookes Y/hid \G*lk1m* dc fatl* A 



writ aeainft the faincd pouenic of the begging Fricrs-Forhauing after along 
and large difcourfc (hewed what fort ofbegging Friers were to be toUerated, and 
whatnor-andhauingallc^^ 

of his aiTc'ttion, he addcth in the pcrfon of F Alfe fembUwee t 



guigronccr en voudrajig 
Et courroucer ,fi sen eourrouce. 

Cat ie nen mentiroyt mie 9 

Si ie deuoye ferdre la vie: 
Ou eft re mis contre droit nre, 
Comme Saintl Paul en chartre obfc 
O u ejlre banni du RoyAume 
A tortfomme maifre Guilldume 
He fain ft Amour fiuhipocrifte 
Fit exiler far grand enuie, 
(Ma mere en exille chaflk. 

It vaillant hommt tant brajf* 

Pour verite quil fujlenoit. 
Vers ma mere trop defprenoity 

Pource quil ft vn nouueAU Hurt 

Oh fa vie ft tout' cfcrire: 

Ft vouloit que it reniaffe 

CMe»dicite>& labour afji 

Si ie nauoje de quoy vwre. 

Bien me pouuoit tenir four jure, 
Car labourer ne me pent fUtra 
D'aucun Ubeur nAi-ie que f Aim 

Tropy a peine a labourer, 

Mieux vaut deuAnt Us gens erer, 
Et affubler ma ten At die 

Du mantel de papelardie. 
A.O foldiable quel eft ton dit s 

Ei ce que tu as ici dit? 

F. guoy ? A.GrAns dejloy antes Aperies, 

Ne crain-tu done pas Dieu?F.?{$* eertO 
CAr a peine pent homme Atteindre 
Chofc grande^qui Dien veut crAtndre. 

That is, 

ne moth or blithe, who fobe y 
For 1 wollfpeakc And tell it thee, 
U jhould I die.and be put downe 



As W44 Saint Poul in ddrkeprsfi 
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Or be exiled in this ca as 



* * 1 



* # 1 



* % 



Tbdt my mother byfoehfi 
Sdniftkd fir great enuie 



♦ : ♦ 1 
- * i - 



* • t 



d him Saint Amour 



• 1 



i 



T bit noble did (neb labour 
Tofuftdine ester the ley Alt e t 

TnAt be to muth ugyk me. 
He made a booke And let it write 

Wherein hit lift he didAUwrite^ 
And would eAihrertjed beggings 
And Hue by my tr duelling, 

iflnehitdrent/se other good, 
Whui weeneth he that 1 mre woodf 
For labour might me neuer pltAfe, 
1 haue more will to ben at eajfe. 
And bAuemU leuer (froth to fry) 
Before the people fatter And prAj: 

And my me in my fox 

Vnder a cope ofpapelat 
(guoth Lout) What diuellii this that ihetrel 
What words telkjltboU me here? 
WbAtfitFalfcncJethatdftrtu, i ' 

Tkdtt dreadeft m» n# God? 7(0 certU. • 



4 * 



1 ' 




■ • 



Id in or eat thintsfhaUhe Weed. 



In thsi worn that God Would dreed, 



1 



Thcfeplaces 1 haue here allcadged for threecaufes, Firft, that the Reader might 

better perceiue whac is meant by this coumerfakc gofpcll, as being a thing vcrie 
memorable; albeit I omitted it in my former difdburfe. Secondly, that the con- 
tents of thofe bookes written by Wills Am de fitnffo Amove (which were afterwards 
burnt by Pope Alexander the fourth ) might she better be knowne* Thirdly s to 

giuc the Reader to vnderdand that his bookes Were not onely burned , but him- 

ielfeaIfobanimed/ ; '/'4/f« for fpeaking the truth* Notwithftanding^hcre wc haue 
to note,that if he, who was onely bam/hed about theycarc 1260. had but liued 

three hundred yeares a(ter } he(hould not haucicaped fo fcot ftcc ? for they would 

haue Cct him to haue difputed with fire and fagot/as they did infinite others with 



inthefefifcic yeares. As for the biftory which I laid was very memorable, I find it 



to be lb, for this reafonrin that by comparing that age with buis s we fee the great 

fubtilty and craft of the dtucll. For he hath dealt(me thinkes)in thiscafe^I meane 

in bringing this falfe gofpell into credit jas Princes many times do with their fu 



icds, who when they (be they cannot endure to heareotees s fubfidies, 
pofts,vfc the word borrowing : which in thetfndct>mmethalltoonereckoning:as 
Solon the ancient lawgiuer made that to paiTc for currant vnder the 




fachthia which vnder his owne ancient name was thought too rigorous. The like 
pollicy hath the diadl vfed in tampering with this his execrable gofpcll . For per- 




retainethe doclrinerib that he is cometothepoifitand period which he m it pro- 
pounded to hirofclfc. And that iris (gentle Reader) euen as I fty^ l/etter thbu haft 

Ff read 



7t6 



THE FIRST. BtD.OX.E 



to the 
cn the 



\ t ,1 ,» which the Popes creatines all ./Misfitting ol f uib a 

bring in that whicl the i o ksc K .^ nd ,-; ^^tE^ueyancc, (hat 

KS^«^S^SSSS!kB--* work* c^Wthoug he <«ok 

, A ?l Tft ditks.1 S onewordM e «KdUaU^Jt,beinpaau!c».t la ty 

3hS& X » be '"<•• »' hftancc of me» i wcI«« V ,tl»t Awe are hmpic good 
Z^CcM^yTSdoM^ «^«*«toV^y lo aU manner 

?ofillXmn\h m ^ 



I-a^f go«a Me^our Lady of all 
3 ^rtes of Saint MalTcsdf Sain, a**,* Samt 6«rft. 



m7n ™dTomc„ cif^ 

be (hot Scs in Ae name of the dcnembwfitMr gmft.Mf y«t A.s » not 1. 

f or h^ 

fa for Deacons and Subdeacons, And for then? drat are neah«A With a rabblcof 

ortes wh ch I cannot remember. » After, if we come to. ****** °" e ° ne £ 

: MZhc Albe,thc S<ole,tte^^^ 

,p TT" Ine tl eft >c is crcctal.and for it all tbispagcan. or tathertragedy ■ » fbicd, A« 
tic.iir "■«'• - alone tneii.i-i , ...r..E„.„,„,, / .i, r/ i, 1 ,.ml)f&.reinaword 



Mku , pi S t^^ 



or meant to 



IP, the miraculoufly fubtill and morethen PythMrtcli ft crcls, which 
•ai^,,»«. Ma „.. Conn( ) cr now (good Reader^ lidc with thy filfc>out of what uoipeu aii 



istakcn.andwharlcri 
fucli1ikcftu(Fe(fmeHinp foft 




pnirc they, follow.who mixe fpitdc ,fah <oyU-,and 
king ftroog of *cit forcery ) with the holySacra- 

f Baptifine.Con'fider fiirther.how exceedingly it Wight to iJoMrt * 

"n'ih, him who bv the mercy of God hath bene trained vpin the docrnncof the 

gXS when conu rfing Jh rirofe.har make ptofefllon of d,c : fan, c retarm.-hc 
X notondy ol theformer riftc-rfe ceremonies (yea WKked an<T ,bng- 

"ou • but of an infinite mtmbcrofothcrsalM of luffragS of the "J* 

fi « of Kehqucs.of Lights,of the Popes pardonsor Indulgences of BnU.ofMy- 
of CrSftawi.of Vowcs.o ^Shauings,ofConfenions,ofAbfolut.oti S ,of 

Spunenanc; dKreunro belonging. Ve, ily,if he ftand m a ma^anv 
meting to hearc fuel, gibbridgc, andmoreto fee all this mumme /atfedypon 

£ft? the dfueS Aral Li no great caule ,o wondera. the «*««.&* dobut- 

« 
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Icfltyhc tjiud hath kept this damnable book in ftore/changing onely the name) to 

the end that asthcrcis one Cjjir 0#nd one 




and one f^Ag?/^ as I may lp fpeake. Neither hath he yjed this craft and nibtclty 

oncly in changing thenamc^utas wehaueicchc. in foiije cities ,when the comon 
ftewes haupfcqnc, burnt,thc,ajhc$ ( thereof hawe : ftowne abroad intoal quarter* and 
corners tlierpf^tjjat thoHgluhcre remamcdno more ftcyves in namc,yc^ indeed 

an4truth^H^ 

ncd) fcattcrcd ^alne^jrhc^eofamonfiall the ,booke$,whtc|i haue bene publifljed 
^cbybisfl^ucfia/i^ wfrrcpf rfo- ^^/rh^e^ad their parr, the 



thv-inuN cither herewith Wt<mt> riath llitther x>^ed in other wicked works and 



writings flirovy 
Reader) wi 



iro\yde4 vnder t^e r^ame of the Gbib^li,as hath bene faid. 
ill fun5cfi(Ahopc)i|9 put rbce iti mindeof the i?tfirn*il(wk 



This (gentle., 
tfer*d/(Qfhf:wifc called . 



ihc Eternal) Oo$cl) , A^h^tiand as often as th^u flialt hearc any aucftion moued 

iPMfhing Popi(li qWWne. .4^9 verily ( that fmay lay the /ame thing againe and , 

aga^c)lee«ig men liauccndurcda Countcrchrift, it is no wonder iithey fuflfcr a 

fcWter-Q.p%l| f : . <■ -a 7 T^'if.V 

. M i But tpmwnc to prpfecuteroy former argument; . arid to /hew howihall f 
ages fomc abufes (uuc bene difcipiiercd : doubtldTc , if they who haue obferued , 
tncm,wbuid haue aduertiicJ potteritie of them , we (hould hi 



aue had a number of 

foch^ducrtif<;roeiPtsatmis<)ayj ^tfonie (Qo^l«ow«)w,crefofimp^tbat they 
could not cqmmit fuch things to writjna pmcrs^thqugh fumcicntly well qualin- 



jed^ethad,npf^e heart to^pit^ 
19 th^e n>os 9 (niu^ moreande 

arc iundry inue^xMcs arainft £opc,aiw?) in regarcj.of his life as bfhis dpcVinc. 
But (me thinlcs) It fareth now with Chriftian religion as it did tomtime wim Arts 
and (ciences : for as the liberall arts flouriflicd not Co in the age laft paft>as they did 

ccrtaine hundred yearcs before, and as tliey|w^e done fince ; fo the ignorance of 

Chriftian religion was more groiTe and payable in the laft Centenarie then in 

thedayes ofour grandfathers (at lcaft of our great grandfathers,) and then it was 

cuernnce. 'y 

6 But here is yet a further point to beoote^coccmingthc Age Iafl»p&ft(to fay 
nothing of fuch as proclaimed open warrp ap<J hoftili^e,; againft the abufes and 

wicked Hues of the Pope and his creatures^ istyiclifft^n Hut, itrmt of Prage, 

Sea) how thatmanyhaueencpMntre^ojur good Carhohcikes,ofthe(lomiuh reli- 
gion, who made no great (hew qf hQftiUfl$ag$n{l them ^ For who would haue 
thought that pctmck would Haw lo iducycq againft th e^p jy citie, Gia Rom*, hot 

BabiUnU falf* t mt which we find In one of his Ibnners(am6.ng other his PoemO 
containing oncly a dcfcriprion of the inoj$naw and dilTolMte?fcpfthc Cidrt of 



Rome. Nay he goeth further in diuers of^s, j[^rin Epiftles, laying that Chrift is 
baniflicd thence , that Antichrift is Lord and maiftertherel and Beelzebub the 

:That 




Iudge : Thatvn 

greater villany is there done to him, the* eucr the Pharifies did UTim : that the hop 
ofetcrnall life isholdcn for a very fable:That more a man isitnfcdled andcucn 
plunged ouerheadandearesin w/f kednefl?>^c more he is eftecmed and honou- 
red. And as for couetoufncjle ^Hfte (laiiJti ne)for goljl heaiien b fc twide open , 
and for go!d,euen Chrift Wmlwie is fold. , Itcftaf 1*4* comptnithcr, and bring 

Yfifo Wro his ih^ 




Ff i ' * ,,,l taitted 
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mitred andChriftmutoutofdoorcs. And as for ifUth, Therewith he)truth tt 

hauc any lodging of abode diere,where all is taken vp with falmodd and he* the 
fiir/thcit holv mother for falfe doMae . Fof *rt reade that the VmUetfitle 

o oS condoned an artide in one of t WbMte of «fc**»«he fl*>* 

t„ inSare of lubily , whc rc i n hcg^.d ( ^ha t haJ^.r«d« ? - 

tido,fiill power to deliuer three orfoure futh follKs out ofP 



fclu<Uo U6 hr § ood.Howbeiu^ 

mandemenr wnieh in another bull he gaue to the Ahgelsof ftWjhfe tthe 



whereon willhcrc fet downe. If anv oSabe 



vvc giue him free libcrtie from the day of his ^> W .^^^S^ 
- (bis, as well in his iourney as clfcwherc , to wKorti By ^g^^ 0 ^ 
» vs , we glue full power to abfolue him in dktens refcru^ ib our fdfe,* 

there perfonally prefent. And tencr>we grant to him that Wftn 




lyconfelTcdCifhcdic by the way ) free pardon arid remiffibjl bf til hbfinnci, 
and do clccrly emit and abfolue him of the fame. And we further commaund all 



the Angels of Paradife , that they bring the fqute of fuch a man into th* ijto* 
rious lmpcriallhcauen, quite exempting him from the pames of purgat* 

8 Bcfides,we haue ccrtaine prbuerbes which hauc bene curiant timcputof 



minditvHich are ptcgnant pr 

and tfieir repu tatfon much edipfed .For in out ofl and aundent P^uet^(which 



cenfurc the vices and mifdemeanoursof men 
tier the ringleader of the <kncc, as ill this which hath bene alicadfced In the former 

part of this difcourfc: . 

Troucbofct font tout d<on accord) t . 



'Egltfe t la Cour& U MOrt 
VEglife prenddu vifc du niori: 
La Conr du droit \&c. 

That is, 

'there be things three do well age 
The Churchy the Cfurt 9 and dejl'i 
For none will ought to other leaue 

TheCburcbfromliueanddeaddotkMMM. 

The court takes both the right and wrong, 
And death take J both the weake andjlrong. 



' 4 



• < 



4 * A 



i 



> i 



And likciylfe in thi 

\ _ % — . It Jfi 



ft 

WtlateneurpmidroUare. 



v! 



Noblejfe tient la contrefans me fur e 

Labeur tft p'tut a U tame foutnit \ 

Si It dejftu ni vient i feujlenir. 

That is, 



•\ • i . i 



t ... i 



The CU&rgit faljly fings the Tenor 

The P ceres ylike the Countertenor 
The commons toyle the *ttnOrs tietc 




- - * 

d do brim 



\ r 



As alfo in this prouerbc (for I hope 1 may be bold l tb gUictW^hie to the ctffi 




mon 



CH APTER XXXIX* : . jap 

mon layings which are or hauc bene currant in euery mans mouth ,thougfi itpto> 
perJy fignihcfliort and compendious pithy, fentdncesj . . r 



Depuii ejue Decrets eurent ailes t mJl , 



' » - • • , I A * 



• * 



I 



\ ■ ■ t 



Et que les dez vindrent fur tablet r, 

Gendarmes porterent aesmales y 
Moines allerent a cheual^ 

Au moadeny a est quemal. 

That is, 

Since that Hemes had wings y got ^ 

K^fnddicc vpott the boord were brought^ 
Sinot Monkcs did faire on horCeback trot, . : ; i : • ! » 

And fouldiers were with maiusyfraughty i \ 

The world hath bene too bad for naught 



t 0 • I 
.'44 



9 t • 

* 



* * 



■ ■ 



In ftcad whereof OMcwt faith Jincc church-men wore great veluet 'coates, .There ^arc 

alio other prouerbes which taxe and cenlurc their couetoiifneffe in particular, 

one of which(taken out of Barelete)we mentioned in theforniet chapter,viz.that 
PrictttyMonkcsandtheSeaarcttcuerfatisficd. And of this number is that which we 

formerly alleadged,7^ church taketh both of quiche and dead Ml We may not for- 

get inthe hiftory of the Curate (of who we (palceio the fame chapter) that phrtfc 
which is vied in way of a prouerbe 5 to fignifie a thing which neuer was^nd tieucr 

ihould be : When curates will take no me ejfrimx which when flood a certaine bon 

companion in goodftead, who writ long uncc in a certaine paropblet which he 
publifhed,a prognoftication of a good time. For he faitb,that the good time mail 

be when women do whatfocucriheir husbands will hauc thctn; without cainft 
ing. When drunkards mall hate wine* When ftruants /hall be loyal land fiithfii 

When maids of fifteene y cares ftaJJrefote tomaAty.When bakers (hallgiueawa^ 




their bread , and vintpers their wine for Gods lake. When a Vicatd fliaO lcatie his 
ly ingsa iV^mj^^his flatteringia rich Frenchman his haughtineJlfe : and & German 

his beaftlincfle. When Lawyers ceafc to mal«e;(iue or (ixe fuitrt of one. ,Wnen 

France ihall be rid of iealousperfons , cuckolds and ^arterers ^ Among rhc rqft 

this when isone (of which I hauc fpoken) and!this other whidbJ may ftot here 



omit 



f * V 

• i * « i - I - M ' U«i ' .•• 4««. 1« 



♦ I , % • 



; guandvons verrez caret 
Dcfendront Salter atejf*4.nde y ■ ^. 

Et porter efimu^ denierK • . : ■• r ; \ , i 

K# ire yir />e/»e ^ t amende i 



* 



' I i J* 



J. M 



Etd autre partjnait que fan fcndi , 

Tom lamm priucxity epanges ^ •» ii , .» ...V 

Ja 4 m /ei»/i wmt (quoiau'ilattende) A . , . i . i } . ; 

4c cour ir an traners deifinget. 



t t • 



When tfufegcMftrsifatftw the farifieure 

F.oybid.ro^^tAih^iferhg 9 ' 



$ 4 



1*1 » , 



V • ill- 



AndcbaiwtbtfnomartowMotoTf^ 



T 



4*0 4 ' 



* * 



VponthtyMfaoffomed^ffi 

Ami when 4// theeuesforr'aine or neighbrhtg nigh 

O n lofty galUw-trccs fhal hwgon biA) \v y 
Then Jhalyon fee (o who fo long caniidtff , \.\- . .. .vm 

fbegood dayes coming of tb<lUjf(dtid**\ tm, a ,vi t \^\\\ > «. 

Ffj There 
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There are aifo auncicnt proucrbcs which taxe the whoiedome and drunkennefle 

of the Popifh Clcargie, as alfo theplace where the Popes Holincflc roakcs.bis a- 

bode : of which number this is one, 

la mats ni cheual/ii bomme, 
N'amenda (Taller a Remmc* . 

That is, 

Hff herfe nor man ere turned home 

Ought better & by the fight of Rome, 

Neither arc there onely prouerbiaJIfentences,butfundry fongs and wnnefc alio, 
made byourprcdeceflors againft the Popes Scuruintflc , one of which begin- 



ncth thus: 



Le Pape qui ejl 



Bott 




autre hmmt 



> 



Ft de typoerns auffi. 

That is, 

His Holinejje that at Rome dothmnm 
Vrinkes winefullweU,as bis neighbours dome 

AndTpocras alfi 



f his alfo is very auncicnt , and ftemeth to haue bene borrowed from the wordt 



ofChrift 



Loups rauijpns&faux prephetes 9 
Portent hao tts de brebiettes. 

That is* 

Falfe Prophets andrankewolues fir need 9 
Can mare the jhtepe or Jhepheards weed, 

For it was taken (if I be not miftakcn)out of the words ofChrift. Mat, 7. Sevan 

of fife Prophets which come to yon in Jheepes clothingjbu* inwardly are rawening 
wolues. Which I do the rather thinke, becaufe it hath bene vfed againft theory " 



ticular (and namely againft the Mendicants , but especially againft the Fran 



) who long fincc (as we know) were gibed and gefted at, being called diflc- 



blers,bald (hauefings , makers of apes faccs,and chatemites , which is as much a* 
counterfeiters oflambcs. And whereas they are called rauening wolues , Saint 

Francis himfelfe would (no doubt ) haue granted it, at leaftwife that they were 

wolucsjconfidcring he hidtp a wolfc (as we noted before)*? Brother Wolfed 
thcr,cachofthcfc 4.. orders of mendicant Fryers hath had his proper praife and 
commendation apart,cucn from our Anceftors dayes.For we fay prouerbially \ a 
lacobinva thePulpir, a Francifcan in the Quire, tkCarmilitem the kitchcn,and an 

Augufiine in the ftcwes.Which notwithftanding ought well and warily to be vn- 

dcrftood : not as diough the /^to and /Wi^ 

men to dcale in the occupation of the Carmelites^ Aug* fines \ but for that (be- 

fides their fufficiency,) they do it with farce better graceand dcxtcritic : foueof 
them prating like Parots in t he pulpit : and dth>« roaring likebulsiti ithe Quire, 

luftily thundering out an Alleluiah. For it wcteplainebcfenVto (ay that the lac* 
bins and Francifcans were nor as valianr champions of the md Bacchus as the Car 



dam was borne 



confideringthedittic which was fungten ycarcs^ltak it)bcfbrc rnybeU 



\- i * «i* 1 ., ■ v ,v.. 




Cordeliers xarmes, : * 



it 1 



En beuuant iettent diss larmes % 

D/fans, que c'ejl pour Its wmes, &c> 



* 

v 



The 
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rkCaymeUtmdlncobine^ 
And their brethren Cerdetstrs 



When they hinitipledin the wine 

Till H come out in scares: 



Sayftakhtithtfsfe+tbefoulesjfr 



• • • ' - 

4 



I 



And that .they are like wife ^/wdariings, their aclidhs (hef«t6fete recbfdecftd 
futhaently declare. Thisisthecaufc that makes meiay, that itought fo to be V 
derKlood 

9 




abroade againft the Cleargie^in the laft centenary and in the agewore 

of diuers ieafts and mcny conceits which haue teoe mad* oit&e ftttifli jfuperftfc. 
tions of the Church of Rome.as namely of holy Warer(as met rerfoe tr)andPur- 
gatory,called S.Patriem his hole, and by the commfch people S. Patricks hole As 
alfo of pardons or indulgenccs^nd worshipping of Saints.-in all Whichitnofe nW 
nc grigs who haue madecollcdrions of pleafant concefts, haue fiwniflicd vs With 
examples. True it is indeed,they menuon fomc libels which do : gibe and ieaft 




Lucimtfme. Butlcauingthofeofthisftrainejt wi« alleadgeteme of another . w »v 

whichnowcometomymind. Firft then I remember three merry ieafts,whicli 
were made of holy water :all of them of a fine conceited exccH^t good grace 
The firft is ofj onc^wljoi^ngreproucdjor not vailing his bonnet when hofy Wa 



tratc euen to 



vponhisheadianfwered,thatifit had tbatver tue thatircould pene* 
3 Purgatory , there was no doubt but'irwould ca%^ through his 



ha^Thefecond is of later time, the author ^Whetewfwas one ff^a Couri/eflbl' 
of the Courtdf Parliattent In Paris man that had an excellent dfckterttfein breai 

king of a ieaft. ThisGeden beingoncday in place ^ where it was debated beioVd 
King Francis the firft,what courfe Were beft forhim t^take to encounter ih&kfo* 

pcrour,who was commirtg (as it was reported) with* it great army and hearing 

one wtfli the King fuch a number of codd dafioignes^ another fuch a nurirtbel 
of Lanfquenets, (euery man as he fended;) Sir (audth he)feeing wc are all m our 

™muL 1, !! ft3nd ^ r ¥* mcs P lc ^ rurc ' 1 wil1 J*™ ^ wim alfd' 

which (hall be fuch a one aslhall ftand your Maielfo in no eharge, whereas theft! 

wiUcoft your coffers. TheKinKhaufngdemaunaedofhimw^hat it mightbe- 

Sir (quoth he)I would onely wift to be a diueirb^ 

To what endf (quoth theking.) I would(auoth he)ftraight to the Emptf out arid 

breake his necke. Venly (quoth the king) thou art a very fot to fay lb , as tfiduch 

theEmperour L J ' A " 4 : " 




bereunrdhe 



rephed^nd faid,Sir (if it pfeaf* yowhlghrtefle to pardon me) I tninke well that a 

yong dtucl wbtch is not yet his crafw miifter would for feaW bfHofy wateribat 
adiueUjwhich had l>«e^ 

Hohtiejecan makei The third is later and of frefhermem^i^ tfo publ-^ 
rtotaryb^jtlw auito|thw^ 

wpmto-poGM with^iuell,which by no meatus could be diibflefledTv 




ater,atidthedi 




befiefeed in his ea*e ^JfAgft^ 
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pnfon Acan much lcfle think ^^i^^bf^ Fr M af. 



Thcv anfwerine , that they were not : Why then (quoth he; it were tony togmc 
i^Xfes which is already dcliuered and in ^f*™£ 

Dr fomc other,which haply may be detained there • . An /m- 

SSewife fpake as wittily and with as good a 

gatcat r^hat if his Holineffchad benewe aduifed he would ^«™^»» 

that he could dcliucr foules out of Purgatory % but that he «" ^ c "^ 

nf Ml For as for Purgatory (faid he) there remame two things to be proucd . 

M t at e i uch fplfts t fccondly , that he deliucreth fouTes ^hnets 
whcW JS« bdecue'hat there is a hell: fo that there rcmameth nothing to be 

proued,but that he deliucreth foulcs from thence. . p roucr b s 

p " ' a, for wonTiiopingot Saints, it appcarcth by certame ancient Proucrbs, 

TW^STr^ cmpmblmb^hicbis nought tynU 

TS/SSi arifc but from thofc which were of opinion, that they ought » 
£ Saints then to i^^S^^ 
were but late vpftarkFor thefe they fecretly ^^^^i^^ 

were to be fufpctfcd.Buc here is yeta further ^/ ol *^' w ^^3n P 
ft o s neu cr made fo great account of the ir Sain ts , but that they would both rmg 
d^SM^ning them, and grinnc at them (likcadogara 

wta t^ffl«hey W d them: wherein they focwed thcm.fclues ; mo* 



it was dcliuered. And i n the fame booke out of which I ^K^^ffi^fa 

ZUu M fmrn km) this is recorded which here followed being m 
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effect all one with the former. There was a<00keof Flmnce who was accufto 
mcd to come and fay his praiers,and tooflPcr candles to rheimage of a yong Chrift 



(being about the age that he was of when his mother found him in the Tepl 
fputing with the Do€lors)and had continued in his fauour for the fpaccor twen- 
ty yeares and more : after which time it happened thatatylefellvponhisfomjes 

headend hurt him to fore, that there was tld Hope he (hold euer efcape: which he 
had no (boner percciucd but he went to his yoflg/</w,cafying with him a goodly 

waxe tapct ( wheteas he was wont td caty ttbthirig bat candlei >arid beganne to 

pray vnto him in this fort. Dolte fyntrt thio !if» CkriQd y i$ ttytogtrendtU fihit^ , , 
&c. That is , O my tweet Lord lef us,I befeech thee rcftore my tonne his health a- „ 
gaine,whom I do fo dcarcly loue.Thoil knoweft that I haue faithfully fef ued thee » 
aboue thefe twenty yearcs , during which tjmei I neuer requcfted the Icaft fauour ,» 
at thy hands, how thereforc I am come to commend aiid commit my fclfe and 

fUte vnto theeytty foflne being ih fuch danger of death,who is all my ioy & hope, „ 
my comfort andcontentrfo that if hechandetodie,Ifliallc|iemortly after for d<>>, 
Iourand defpaircj atlcaft wife haue regard to the dcuotion which he alwaics' bare >. 
thee afwell as my felfe. Hauingtbiis praied, htfrctUrned home againe, where 



er to 




'own „ 
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found his (bnne dead. Whetcupon he went th^ next morning , in great 

hii little /</5w^tylng not fo much as a candle wim him^fc rteirhcr kneclit 
nor vailing his bbnnctibeganneih rhb fortj ttJridiirtce thee and rtittly deffe rhce, 

and I promife thee ktuly I will ttcuer come tieiife thce,I haUt faithfully ferued thee 
aboue thefe twenty yeare* , ^uWhgwhich fflfie I neuer crtued any thing at thy 
hinds but this otteltrgdod tuhy, and thbti haft denied me. If I bad made this re- 
cjueft to thcgrtftgrticinxe which ftandeth by mtf,! know he would hauegranted „ 
fLl promife thee faithfully, I will beware fd long (is I liue f how I deale either with 
thee or any other (triplfngjfor thy ftkcj afttffbt ^rtclufion of aPcaddcd this Ita- 
lian nfouerbe, ChistopaciUeebflnbMli&Hf^^ ftoty ^be- 
ing there fet dowhe at large , n>etifyin^thefehu^ch and place where this cooke 
dwelt) feructh Very fitly to exemplihe thefbH*faid prbuerbe , with which that a- 

" which was f|5oken by a good fellow who prayed to one of our Lz- 
cs, holding her young babe in hcrarmcs* Fot hauing receiued filch an anfwer as 
pTcafcd him nbf well, by one th^t flood 'bchincf the image fas the F brent we 
Who ftood behind Ithn BAftifs Image couhttrfaiting his voice ) and iudgirig by 
thetone, that it was pot the mother butthe ehlld which fpake, faid; Holdyour 

peaccyouHtlclicic-dilh, and letyour mother fpeake who is wifefcthrtiyoii. puta 

ecal- 

KtfWfibfc foule they did mMtfit had ifcfobner leaded 1 hisnam^blirhcl^ 

ftraightonhismarrow-rx>nei; ,, M l i(dbegafi t&tohtr oUcrcehaine payers forhis 
foulcbeforea crucifixe ftanoMhgf^dremrbelfry : which in felbfguiine him a 

nod with his head, fell full vpoh him andlefthim in fucn abjh^HpIight;tbat the 

men were glad toleauc their rinfcirtg,tb take hint vp,and tany him in al haft home 
to his houfe,where he remained longtimeffckeand fore. No^atler he was reco- 
uered againc,returningtothc^hurclV and^ihga^^ydimgfmilingcruci. 

fix in the fame placej (for you m nft tiote b^the way , that th* **nW ifix had bro- 
ken his necke in falling vp<W fl»i; tidbnf ttayfimt ) ) r^c^old tbki 



Crticiffx,)for hunting of hjM Theftory is this; In Burgundy ricart to a v/lhrg 

mWdjiu^ a country downe cttiAg through a thutch,enc|uirtd of theft? 



^I\ but b egapnc in this fort": as mSi acoumenarH^taw^rdsmeasthou 

win ndiitttiff thee : M ffthdulifc (HliAbii Wmfcj- to*wm$k>& 

happy 



5> 
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happy * ci ucr thj '^.^^S^gieiia, viz . Jhatout Anccflors 
cndy confitmc the truth < rf f ^^J^^tow«MtdLd«»iiheirI* 
made not fo great »f^^X^ff<^^ ^ wron S ! 
fa. , and grere ^J^^^^^J^V fince their time; 
whacm they * c , wc ^ mlelu ?„?T„ '„r y%„,„ M s. G«r«by /Mr«*)wasfar 

howbeit the boldnefleof •^«f*^^^W^ "^P 0 " 

W^thegreatGodof^^ 
ope , I mane againft hi, pet tend p«A ft. ^ bloTes «£ 



their ftupid 
do them 



fee* sssass 

which they led when they were on earth. Whu* anfwer oflusagr etfnvey Wiy 

with this Epigram made by a learned man yet lining 



v quicunqucfatrtsrddiantegaUr* , 

Crcdc mihiputto faturatasmuriuyejleu 
Viuitemc coccopaSia tin&a videt. 

Sed qua rubra vidtsjknamm Cdde ytrorttm 

rfa mfonti tot a eruore mm-' 



t 



I. * 



Autmmoriprum^MdcektmmiM^vefti^. 

Prodominuiuflouaipudorerttbtk • ii^jj feeoanne 

Andtopttttcthmcinroindofthc^ 



an 
de 
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Sermon with Fie r.aiut Pti^^&inkimklfoy he began antl en- 
: for lie (pake fycuera word hctido^ thoV^h he often iterated them. 
But to returnc to Pajqnin{yj\\o hath fo wel i ubbed anddiiricd the Pope:} by /'.//- 
qum, wc are to vnderftand (whidi I fpcafcftifor me ignorant fort) many excellent 
qujcke wits, whohauingcompa/cd hbVlliqg ^vedesiti£idti»:or/talia»\a^am(i any 
ofthe Popcs,cautcd them to bdfoftcncdtoan.nnage caMcd Pttfquw. No marixll 
then if Pafq tin hit them fo ofifo ouer thtfthumb«>and>uttt9d their cocklcombs 
fo well: feeing theinuenrions of many excelknr wits hauehinfathercd vpon him. 
And yet I pcrfwade my lelfc he neWr d jdAny fyingHvtth better graor>tlicnwlicn 
laid that he was ready rodieior forrdv^yfifrfjtat fuch id iniury hadbene done 



him,as pierced him to the\toymeart.W|Wrcup*»i whensc. bin asked 
Pafqui»>vi\m iniury hath benedone thee? » ^iatn any man called thee tliecfe, or 
murrhcrcr,or poifoncrf oh no (laid he)bof ttycy haue called me worfe.Whatc'hath 

any man called thee ftcrilegioift perform*©* parricide, buggertr or athcift < oh no 
(faid hc)tficy hauc called mc worfc. And after they had inftanccd in lundry other 
the greateft indignities they could imagine,:, alas (laid he) you haue not yet recko- 
ned ir,ncithcrdo I think you Awleuer ghelfc what it is.lri theend,hauinp bene of- 
ten rcqucfted to vttcr his gi ipfeybreath ing hut many fighes with Al^alas^ he faid 

that they called him Pope . Thc«famc P*fq»w declared alfo ina Latin Epigrammc 
(which he madd/jince) whatebneeir we mould haue ofthe fignification of this 
word Popejn thelc vcrlcs, 

apha iacctyfuperu muijm frimu 



\ * 

a * 



Styx animamjellw putre cadaver habct 
lttftidit pa few terrisjqt votd prectffc 

Impitu clerumperdiait ejrfopulumi t 
Hejlibuiinftnfisfipplexjnfidusamicis* 

Scire cupis paucJs CdteratPapd fait. 

Hereunto alfo well accordcth thecommon faying,>< good Pepe, snicked man. hv\& 

who fo would know how the laid Pafquin extolled the vertues of Popes t let him 
rcadc thefe verlcs: 

Six turn lenonesjulium rexere cinoedt^ 
Imperum vanifcurra Lconis habts, 

Clementem fum wxant,& auaraeupido. 

t fpes eft regni Paule futura tut? 

(Where 1 confeflc he hath bene fomc what bold in vfing Pocticall licence in the 
quantitic of lulium.) There are alfo certainc Epigrams which taxc the couctouP 

nc(Te of fome Popes in particular, as namely this which was written o{us4/ex- 
snder the fixt. 




Vendtt Kjflexandet '(UuesjUariafihriftutm 
Emcrat HUpriuf /vender ciurepotejl. 

That is, 

Cfoifcattars, keyesjoth Alexander /?//, ' - 

Why f\mld kt not! >perdy they cojl him mil, • 
CMinum alfo hath written to the like effect of the couefoufnefle of Papes,aK) 



gcncrall 



mlez vou6 fmir quelle trafiqttc mint 

archattde portant mm tfEgltfe Romaine? 

vend pour argent temples ^preftrei^ autelf, 

onnesJcuX) enctm^ mjfes, ejr toy auk tels 



V, 



* ft 



r.t 
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33 *- EtenfonauarieetlUtftfifirtextreme, 

$uc vendre elf of e bien le ciel&otre Dm mtfme. 

That is, 

Then tvouldpuknorv the traffickeandtfteivares 

Wherewith this Marchandtffe (high Rome) doth trade/ 

For monjjcls jhe Churches, Altars, Priejls, 

Crowes j»ct»ft,fiers> and Maffcs;and»hat more? 
tea p> exeepue is her couetice: 

OfheauenandGodhimfelfeJhefetsapriee. ^ 

The fame author hath likewifc blaaoned their other vacua in thefe verfa: 

Le faM champ da Stigneur eft plan deparafttcs, 

Bt ! autel pecieux ne fert quaux Sodomites: 

Brieves temples a fainfls vfages ordonne\ 

Par ees Ganymedes bougmsfbnt profane^. 

That is, 

Cods holy field is full of Parafites, 
The precious altars foarme with Sodomites: 
the Churches that were made for holy deeds, 

Arc foiled by thefe buggering Ganimedes. ....... .„ 

And what hath Pontanm faid oUlexander thcilxdyn an Epitaph which he imt 

ofhisdaughtc.. . , 

Condi tur hoc tumulo Lucretia nomsne Jed re, 

Thais tonUficisfHiafponfaJlurus. j 

Which Epitaph 1 findc turned into French by two i one of which hath Wined 
it thus, . 

Ci pjl le corps dvne certame dame 

Denom Lucrece, & d'effeil {dontie tremble) 

Du Pape fut ribaude trej-tnfame, 

EfpouJcfrH) & flic tottt enfcmble. 



The 



Ci dort qui fut de nom Lucrccc, 

Defaicl'Vhaisyputaisfde Grcce, 
jgui iadti ^Alexandre fille 
V\t femmc fut & belle-f/le. 

That is, 

Here lies Lucrccc by »4««,Thais in lift, 

The popes child and fpoufcjndyet his mnefonsvtfe 



* 



The Poet sannazarim alfo hath writtc an Epitaph of this Popc*wheic baoing de- 
clared thefe and fundry other villanies,hc faith for conclufion,^ hath he bm 

Pope of Rome thefe eleven yearn. Go now.and fpeakc of Xfreesfialtgulaes and viHa- 

nous HeUonabak But enough of fuch ftuffc(for I am afoaraed to name the reft:) 
vet what(I bcfccch you is the commendation of Bonsfacem this Epitaph: Jntr* 

lit vt wipes, rctnaust vt leo^ortum til vt canU:\\m. is, he entred hkt afoxe, rag 

ved like a lion, and died like a dog? And to the end we may fee how that they which 

could not write to their commendation in good Latin,haue written in asgood as 
they could ,rathcr then they would be filcnt and fay nothing:! wtl here fet downc 



cup 



a. 



Epitaph of Benedict the twelfth, 

j fie fuit verb Laicis mors>vtpcra elero. 
V cuius a vcrofturba repleta mere- 



Neither 
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Neither did they write all thci^goodly 4 Epitephs(o£ehfl^c^ one^ t for feme 

hauc alfo blazoned the vcrtuesofthdr Caj^halsy Bifhop^^ndothcyPrelaM: a- 

raongft which this hath an excellent grace which was writ ten againft a Popifti Bi- 
fhop/omctimc a Francifian. 0, .v.. • ■ . /• \ » »v, «\v* <. ■ 

Vtydipts Anttftes, mn curat Clerm vbi fits ; v. \ \ x 11 

non in coeUsJlet vbiennqne'veUr. \ . >\\ >»W ■ s \ 



But (to hold me oncly to the Ropes) the tocanawhjclrthty vfctftd auoidc the 

creatingof a (he Popc(as once it happened) in ftcad bfahpPope ; hath bene ex- 
ceedingly derided of old. OAttd hereof Idwtnes Pa/bwu*}kih mtdc an Epi- 
gram, (wherein he rightly btaweth diciMWmpciy) wbichlhaue thus turned 



French 



^Inepouusitmirdefa'tHBesdefsdeRommey , 

tjlrer qthlaueit Its marques de way homtrtct 



D 'au vieptdonc qua prefent eeflepreme ejlcefii 

plw befoin de la ehaintpmeel 



■ I • * 



o * . » / I / t I . I 



Wee que ceuXiU qui ties let tk 



• •pi'/ j 



y tiiiM 



fai 'h enfant qu'ils font ^monpeni Ibsen ce quilt font. , ; . > i' 



That is 



* * • * ' * 



* * 



% . * 



Of old timcf^orte Romisbaly Iceyestlid htare, 

But byfime market had fir ft his manhood fbovthe 

Hommes thntrMoHt of dalc whskrt'. > 
Hot needs no chair e to make his fetreHnovonef 

Fin that whoever nom the key esjjtMMC borne, 
Haste ky their baflar.it irM tmrftxeUjirnc 



V M 



I 



i * ■ 



/ 4 
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• ■ 



1 



0 * 



Andas for Popiih lawes and conftitutions,/ ,We find that our attneeftore ojipoftd 
themfelues againft than tothevttcnrioflottheir power: and forbare not to eric 

our mightily againft the Clcargie fbr not aboliChing them : but principally; againft 

theforbidding of Priefts mariages. Againft Which we find thefe vcrfes in the firft 
place fimply and plainly made 



font Calixtcynwc omnis clem odit n 
Qlim Prethyteri voter ant vxoribm 



I * 



Hoc dettruxifis tu,quando Papafuifts, 

Fejlum nunquam celebrambonefitim. 



And others (after them) beginning thus 

* Prifciani regula fenitm eaffatur 



% t • 



S aeerdosper hie & hax olim declinatur 

S edper Hie folitm nunc articulatur 



I • # J a t \ t • 



And 




uum pernolfrtsm prafulem Hxcapsoue 



I ' 1 • • i 



Non eft Innoccntius,«wi^ nocensvej} y 

Sliuquodfath doemtjverbo vu It delete 
Bt quod olim iuuenis voluii habere L 1 
Modbvftsu Pontifexfiudetprohibere, 

Ghnere,& 



LMantuan lilcewife condemrteth this Popifli decree,where he filth 

T^eufl'il paamieuxvaln future la droitevoye 



Patou la' Ley de D tennom meim nom conuoye , 

En enfk 'mnt let pat Jtt not ancient p 



■ ' s • - 

1 i * 

lit I i 

4 * ' 



Dtfquelsla vie eftoit chaJJeejr fans vitvper. 



1*1*' 



g guand 



4 > 



Mi 
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gutndils fe contentment tCsuoir chacun fi famine? 
Htl<ujr qu'ejl-ce <W du M " iu f ame » 

$ue maintenir on vent centre Dm & nature y 

Si non impiet'e pUine da forfaiture? 

That is. 



• • • r - • * • i 



I*;*: ... Ut 



« 



i.i 



Were it not better follm that right fit hi < 
Wherein Gods royallUw doth vs condufl 

"-tfitng the footfeps ofm mttftm •>■■■>< - ! v< 



Whop life x»ds chatt andmoid of right full blame 
when each man xvtu with hit owrn wife eonientf 




I * 



A I its, whit's this to that infamous lt\ 
Which fmgli they 'ga/nfl God and nature leade, 

FuUof leud bought s and mam a bea/lly Mil 



\ 
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Neither was there fo much as Maftcr Am Charretier^ but ctyed out againft this 
Canon or conftitutio. For (as John Main witneflTeth in his book called the Exile ) 
he writ againft it as followeth : There was long finee anew CanotKon firmed in 
the Weft Church , fcucring the order of holy Matrimony from the dignitieof 
Pricfthood,vnder the coioux of puritic and Chaftity .-but now contrarily runneth 
the Canon of Concubinage Wh entifemenes to worldly pompe and dignities,to 
fcnfualt and Heflily finnes 5 andltohich ismore)the Cleargic isgrowen extreme- 
ly and v neonfeionably couctous,&c. A litle aftcnWbat hath the conftitution of 
forbidding pricfts mariagcs brought with it, but the changing of lawfull genera- 
tion intoadultcry and fornication < and the honeft cohabitation with one onety 
fpoufe,into m ultiplication of harlots ado" liuing in' hot and burning toft? And if I 



id lay all that 1 1 h i nke,I would fay , 

12 But a wonder it is,thatour aunceftors mould not pcrceiue the fillaniet 
of that purple whore, the fcarlet ftriimpet (which calleth hwfelfe The holy Ca- 
tholickc Church) feeing (he neuer cloaked nor concealed therein the leaftman- 

ncr,but fee them to the open view to all that wouldbehold them^ namely in die 
cafe of forbidding Pricfts mariages.Por though Pope Hildebjrand made it a Cano 
and conftitution of the Church, yet fomcof his fucceiTors (ps ft ories report) haue 

bene fo farrc from kecpingir, that they made no confcicnce to marry their owne 
daughters ; witnelTc the Epitaph of u^&xWrr the fixt,made by Pontanwxw'*- 

neflc alfo the ftorics which haue bene written of his life. For herein I fuppofe he 
followed the example of his predeceftbrs, not to fpeake of thofe whom hiftorians 
(who haue written of the hues of Popes) haue fcuerely cenfured. And as he was 
emboldened tocommitinceft with his owne daughterly the exampleof his prc- 

deccflbrs:foby his example was Pope Vault* the third heartened to do the like. 

For lie entertained his daughter ConflantiajmA pcreeiuing that hecould not haue 
her at his whiftlc.ot enioy her company fo conueniently asfomierly he had done 

(conftdering flic was maried to a Duke called Sforza,) hepoiibned her. I omit to 

fpeake how kindly he entertained his fifter, becaufe this inceft is not altogether fo 
vnnaturall and brutifh as the former. And whereas he poy foned her alfo,becaufc 

he (aw that flic tooke not fogreat pleafure in him as in others , it is lefle then 



confidcring the vnconfcionable largencffe of Popes confcienccs : witnefic 



Hildelrand who poifoned feuen or eight Popes,that he might come to the Pop 

dome . And which is more remarkable^fter they had vfed their daughters or fi- 
llers as whores (as lohn the thirteenth did,)or other their kinfwomcn (as others 

iiauedonc ) they maried them to Princes 5 as it is reported /that jthe forenamed 

Alex* 
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'Alexanders Lucrttia (Imeane LuwtU who was his daughter, his daughter in law 

and his whore, that is, with whom he lay, (twtwatbftantiing flic was hiso^e 
daughter)and his lonne a!(b,who was herowtic brother) was maried to three 

Princes fuccelfiucly .firft, to DakeJolw Sfarcmridxt (he being diuoi ccd from her) 
to Lcatfibaftard fon to Alphonfmkin^ of 4rtAgani&e. laftly to Alphonfus d'FjlDukt 
ot'Ferrara. And yet thcicholy mcri (who haue" forbidden others lawful! manage) 
not content to vie the liberty which Jupiter vfed tti fuch incdiuoiis mariages^vold 
needs after his example haue their Ganimedts alfo ; True it is, that fomc of them 

liaue had great Ganintedejjnd others IcfTe.So that wheri wtinmn 'n (pcaketh here- 
of in his verfes which fotmerlyl alloadgcd, t datinot well tclf which of them he 

meaneth:but fure lam that th< 'Ctnirtede of P6^c John tjMM* de mon te;ca\ led Ju- 
lius the third,was in ftaturc & feature like vnto t*pinr\ JomewHnr rcitmblir^ him 
in the proportion and lineaments of his facets Poets haue defcribed himj which 

thing I fpeake the rather, becaufe my ^Ifefawandaduifcdly beheldl)im , cfjieci- 
ally at once when he fate at tabic with his Jupter ; But thefe earthly lupiUtizSng 
gods (thole I meane that tread in the iteps<of Jupiter) may nonKaiK; it !ayd in their 

di(h for difpencing With themfelues in (uch a pdiht;f or w hich they Wold difpence 
withothers allb.rathcr then for manage. For I^etfwade myfelfei ifpriefts after 
they were forbidden mariagchad with common confent exhibited a petition to 
their. HolinclTe , (holding thefupplicationinone hahd,ahd a bribe in thcotber) 
that they might haue recourfe to the male (cxte feeing they Would not fiiffiff them 

to vfe the female , they would ncuerhauc denied them . And that which more 
confirmcthme in this opini6 4 i^for. that wercadein the Iifqof Pope sixtwti\tq> 

how he granted libertie to the whole family of tfio eardinal! of SiLuce tovfecar- 
nall company -with the male icxe, during the three hoteft monbths . ' As 1 aHbthat 
which we rcade in the life of Poye Alexander the fijtr, howhe permitted oxteWter 
jtfw^^a5/>j»«^andCardinallof fWawwitomakc.a G'ammede of hls'b^ftard 

tonne the Marqueffe ofZannei. ^ >: »<- -ou. t .:. rn.: ; v/rhif,-.' 

Now befides that thefedeuout Churchmen committed their villani& o- 
penly in the view of all men , as appcareth by that which hath bene already faid', 

andbyfundry other places of this booke'; it isJfiifthc/r tobelobferued tUtfrtrwy 
make but a mockc at fundry things, w hich nbowbhftanding.they cadfe t he p<Sore 

people (filly Ibulcs,) to hold and beleeue as articlcrof their faith v For when Pone 

Lev the -renth was told by his Corrfetfbr thatheneeded to feave nothing, conlido- 

riug he liad the. keyes of heaueny and of the treafury of the Oh arch, confi ftinig of 

themerftsof Chrift and of the Saints : he atifmm in thh'-M r Thtou krtoweft 

that ho which hath fold a thing,hath no longertight nor intoi eft therein 5 there- 
fore feeing I haue fold heauen and all to others.,' I haue nothing! to do there.- ; The 

lame Pope being reproucd by ccrtaine Cardinals for his leud lifV, r s bcing^^ec- 

dinglyicliangcd lincc he wascrcated Pope, anfwered;If I be wicked, you ttfe the 
caufe thereof; for you haue made me fuch a one as lam. They wondering at'tfiis 
anfweryind demaundingof him what hd meant thereby :Bccau{<: (quoth he) you 
haue mademe Pope $ for it (s notpoiTible to be both a Popd -and an honc'lt^man. 

Nay they go yet a ftep furthcr,in prophariing thbfe things wruclvthcy wold liaob 

the world beleeue wenc holy and (aci-cd : as when Rope///^M» , thejfec<>nd caft liis 
Saint Peterskcycs imoTyber,andiook$mt Pauls 

would ftatid him injiai&adforitte! Watres,whareasSaint^liJi(fi f^fdKvOUl^ H('!ji 

him well* Yet all this! ^nothing if^comparilbn i^that wfiielv WtfWGftgotf} thtf 

ucrtth (called ff/ldehand) didj wfcowhert'his cbhfecratcd hoft ^vhiclvthe^opes 

G s 2 ciea- 



THE FIRST BOOKE. 
Matures call the blcffcd facramcnt of the Altar^nd the body of Chrift ) anfwered 
S nouo his demands.beingangry thcrcat.caft it mtothe ftc n fl<*»« f 

nlv Cardinals,who could not (lay him from burning of Ihs breaden God . rhe 
So? which (lory might well be doubted of ,il the pcrlf fi»m whom« ongi- 
nal v proceedXvac any way to be fulpeetehbut the author .hereof .s Cardln J 

S Xfoler addetWt ^T^TZ^t'^ 

very inward with him) affirmed in a Sermon whichhcniadc m 4. torn ^Church 
I the Audience of a multitude of people.conoctmng the pro^w of tte bMed 
"acramL of the AttarO^ ^^^^ 

faftZ which we defetue to be bumedquickei* he that wd not crcditthisCard,. 

uk ~ay find it confirmed by oilier tcfthnonics.Po, -my patt 1 fee nothing 
Sdof Mfc W.which is notmotc then ptobabk.Fonfwe rcadct* J (e 

ve fi w 1 find that he hath profaned Ins religion after another manner: I fay that he 

3 haue benccatt into the fire without any prophanatton ataU ; namely asa 

pice of P afic,and in the fame nature that it is of when ,t defcendeth mto the bel- 

&onclyofmen>t alfoof beafe &after into 

I may not name. But fome may here haply (, y that it ts no wonder af 

dealt in that fort with thcfacnxnemall hoft,confider.nghe wasa Nec—crg 

in his life isdifcoutfed at large : notwithtading I ^emytf c,.h«rfhe 

l)3d 9'Jted counfcll ofliim in whafc fchoole he learned the blacke Art , hewould 

eueS^ 

S Neeromance B (who is alfo die great SotoBiftofSoroet^, andm«fterof 



Magicians)wifl in no wifchurt this god of paftc^ut very fttendly ^ >«^£ 
greets with him. For proofe hereof, in the yearp i 53 8. '^"^^^ 

Lrnt in S^y for inchantmcnts arid forceiy, oneof which vm burnt at 

X Zne fou/e miles diftan. from •^a.andhis whorewithhun for company 

wh ich was a forccrc(fc ; who confefTed that he hadbene afo ^ 

foureand twenty year«,duringwUch time lKneue*lcftfaymghBotd.na.yMal- 



fesAVhich matemcCy, that ihtre is old acquaintance and good agreement be 



twecne the god in the Mafle^nd the Bee in theboxc. For how clfe could this for- 
ccrinc pticlt haue bene capable of this high honor andd.go.tic of fingmg Mafle, 

(icing Lt before he came to be initiate Jin the chuck fchoole »nd entred in his 
blacke booke, hewastogiuchimfclfcbodyand tbulc.mpesandallvntohini: as 

alfo deny God his cteator,and renounce his baptifme , as may appeare by die ar- 
M ionements,inditc(nenis and condemnations of forccrcrs and .vitcbes.Anathcr- 

foK thediuclKin my opinion) neuer gauc BUM that counfcll tocaftthe 

confccratcd hod intothc firc,but be was home mad foranger,in *at it beingcal- 
led and reputed a god , couldnot anfwerthequcftions which hec demanded 

of him, as well i^(»U*, > or fjt^ who gaue anfwers by Hieir O- 
14.' Ifany (hall ftill doubt Onotwithftanding the rcafot^ibat haue bene here 

alleged .and clfe W hcre,as namely where I fpakc of the Sacramentall cmpoyfo- 
ncr)whcthcr there be indeed fuch good agreement and intelligence betweenc the 
diuell and the breaden God % I willheare alleadgc the tefomomes of his owne 
priefKwhich (hall likevvife fcrue for the continuing of mv intended djfcourle, 

touching the forefaid prophanation. And firft I will alleadgc the teftimony of a 

Pr icft of5^,namcd dm Kyinth^ Coetre^Dcm in s*f is as much as 5* with 

vs) who when he was chanting his MaiTe, percciuing his goiTip Which holpe him 

to 
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to (irtg, ftay coo long before he anfwered Amen*. Say Amen^uoth he)m thedi 
ucl< name. And ftraight tbisgoffip laid Amen in thediuels i.ame.True it is indeed 
that he was nota litle moued/or lohis Amen he addedithefe wordsj now apoxe 

on thee goflip:for if thou haddefrnot called fo loud^ had taken a moufe.Fo/ you 

null note that he watched a moute which wascoinc to heare MaiTc, or to eat the 
Maflcmongcrs god. For diuets of t|iem haue plaid fuch pranks as weknbw : but 
fee his owne words,which haue a farre better grate in their proper dialed. Ankn^ 

Le cbancroutcrurtg&Aycomparcifcten'ouJJhancH/i;^ . • i 

ij Further concerning the good agreement? miditi betwixt thi^brcadeh 
god & the diuell^ wchaue the teftimony of a Prieft who faid, ;For my part (Icon- 
i-ellc ) I vndcrftand nothing of thefe Sai nts Martct : but I will tickle you ©uer* an 
ordinary Made in the diuels name* And her* Cannot omit # like /tory-of one 
whochanting his MafTe in a place where he mightlooke Into his garden; aho* per- 
cciuing a boy in the top of one of bis cherry rreesjas he was lifting vp his bf^atlen 
god ouer his head,cryed aloudj com domtttfo WtmuAn^cotricdowrSmaVMtL it 

(as it is moft like)afwcll to his god of paft whicblie held oder his head, as to" the 
boy in the tree. And he cocurres in opinio & prnMc with the forefaid Pf ieft,ivho 
faidyCome dttdfoy Majfe in the diuelsntmt^fir my maiflcr uahgrf. The fame may be 
faid of a gentleman of Lcrrawt^ho iaid to his fonhe(wbich had no great deiiori-i 
on to heare Ma(le( T 9 Majfe in tbediuelsnatneit9 M4]Je.Mi\Wc^t may bedemah 
ded how it mould bc,that (feeine the diuell and the god of fiifte do (b wtll ^rce 

& are fuch great friends)that PrieTt? mould fik>8en rhreaten film with the dlucllr* 

certaine Sir hhn in %m4ine did, who mrcatrird tocaft hits poOrc god td^hedi- 
!. The ftory is this, A good feliowowinjf t ffr iMsl dKjileafure, drtd te/o!- 
gtobeat him foundly whetecocr he food himtfflcWingHv.th him in theire'et' 
as he was caryihg his breaden gorf;Oh( qUQth! fie> how I would Curry th'ce;wer^ 
it notfor the reuereneel beare to gbdin thy hinds i '> Whereupon Sir hli fthlh 
king himfelf as good a man hejanfwered and faid,lf that be the fttattcrjt fliall not 
hinder vs to try the maftcry, and whether of vsfliall beare a way the blowcs i fee 
here is my God on theground ( for he fer him d6wnet6 Peftl>im there and 



ucll 



um 



f 



iudee of the combat) & the diuel takchim if he deale on !t«itf \ci fide. ThU ^ueirio 



(to fay the truth) is more then Strfohictll for many of no greater moment haue 
bene debated in Counccls. For feeing the bfeaden gQd and. the diuell are'fuch 
great friends, (as hath bene fliewed)hbw isirpoAlble that the god of paOfli^old 1 ' 

ftand in fcare ofhim ,as it Is manifeft he doth,aVleft wife in thei^rrtidiv thus 



threaten him? Soirtemay alfoc>biec%a ta& commftted by a Vttoh o#ir#rtft l about 

thirtiepresago, (either Gui^teoplVicafbfaVte 

in Foitpitni)to whohfepatinStefteWeame, ibxU end hcvWi^aUy ti we^rfficli 

(For he had bragged tiKKtaty needed not to ffcare^nSer terfVpi^rtjH^^feKrl 

ning within the^itifl^fo long asi)eJ$bntinued WhU : th$) whWft*d^l>ia m'nWr 

of coniuritioins w*ric*[ he had by icitc^nd after ttyoke out ofhfe pJrMfM AMafle 

book th9 bioft ho^c-ttfrttele-wb^ 

which kept o ff par fc «f th« <tempert rp* hd 4)6ldew »by fou re or fiat for ti^re* Wbe' 
ihg ouotmrowncr ) btirpeiteiuW^hthceWdltfe 

he labdured ia vaine, j hebthught wonh hfe hdly Sucf ^ame Aijtftar Js h 





bee^adfev^btildin^^m^Read aktJ^ it *o toe next G^i 
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den gods and the diuel ^^f^S^SStta would cm one another, 




c 



Popes creatures) ptophanc tha : wn c > <y wo . . ha , reu< . rcnd 0 . 

I Jill here giue foinc tew cxamp ^^^^^-t^^^ 

pinion thcpoorePapiftsought to ""^Xliisihc very marrow of their mac- 

Maftc ptiefts fo a pixc 0>r boxe} 

tins. And fitft to beginnc w.th ^^f^iZ^fflSpAe together fay 
full of vneon toe^ 

«3 And from bun I will come ™V"™°"^ d n s bca d downward: I 
did i, (quoth he)for fcare eft ta bofc would h u e ta nc ft ^ 

I wil tell you of a pricft of „ ilh a moufe, viz. that after they 

cd with the god in the Malf b as the ca p a "™«^g )of ^ sir i 0 hns 
bad fpprted with it the ir their Mafe other manner of ftuffc: for 

who haue put or rather mco r P 0 ' a J™ ' n '° ™L eo( n p ,s^ <^m« « <*< di- 

mkwnaA ot bim^hobfroigvplm 8^2«™2^ C Ae(liB d»« B )K. 

be Cfpied climing his Ch^^^^^^t52^>*, who cal- 
Yet wchauclaianotbingofrhc Ctoplaneot ^ lt , w 

Ung(as bis manna was)%a cup of ^^^S^S^L end V die 
one that bolpe him at Mafle. and hau.njle. u » » W*^teta? mumb i cd 

AUar(orthcreab^ 

ouer his Matins : fo it was that one ot , , . hepric(l j n hi 5 utmmu. 
mindtovifinhiapo.^ 

But this gentle or bs mg on y^ 

another on his pot, feeing it tobein that W**™^ fc«4<ft «4>«. 

sssafflg-a s-saass aesaa 
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goulefme (and yet a tranflatour of 0**& books x^drttjunandi,) This prelate had 
laid a wagcr,that whenfoeucrand wherefbeucrany fliouldipcaketohiro in rime, 

he \\p\s\ciex temper ezxAwtx in rime againe: the wager being agreed vpon, .thefc 

three verfes were propounded vnto him whilft he was.daudling : bis litde breaden 
God. 



- J r; J 
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V autre tour venant de hfcolc y 
Je trouuai la dame Nicole 

Laquclle ejioit de verd vejluc. 

That is, 

At J came from fchoole alone, 
There I met with mifiru lone 

Clothed all ingreene. 

To which.without interrupting hismiflificall deltotion, hec anfwered readily 
; ~thisfort- . . • ./ 



t • • * A 



ojlez^moj du col tefie eflole, 
Et ft bien tofl ie ne facsole, 
i'auray la gageure perdue. 

That is, 
Take hut my cloake fime one, 

Jf ljcijjc her not anone, 

leefe the wager dune 



< » • ) • ■ / 
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Thus were their Maffcs garnimcd with merry conedtsy vteered by the mafTernorK. 

crs mates y as when they aicd outaloud (6 moft (hamelefte and impudent vil- 

ines)TothcorTeringSirs,you that haue any demotion , Come on yee women, 

turne vp your tippets. But it was no iefting ifthe Ptkftftd not poll ouer his Maflb 

as faft as they would haue him . For then they were home- wood, as if the diuell 

had bene among them . Some cry ing,The diucfl tabe thtf c Sir lohut others j Hafte 

thecin the dtueis namc,forthey wil haue broken their faft btforcwecome.A po* 
on thee Sir lohn (would another Cay) thou canft not reidc halfc faftehough . All 
which charitableand dcuout prayers are nothingih c«mparifon of that whicheer-i 
Uinc French gentlemen faid to a Prieft , who when he Ihould Haue made an ex- 
traordinary fliorr Epitome and abridgement of the AMe, made it longer by the 
whole paifion: but they may thankc thcmfclucs* Fdi whereas they (hould haue 
bidden him fay a hunting Maffe, they bad himlay '» fMiers MaffL^ thinking ic ' 

would haue bene much Ihorter . Whereupon the poorc Prieft hauing dreamed 

a good while wharGofpcl made mention offouldicrs,in the end he (tumbled vp^ 
on thefe words in the ftory of the pa^r^/^/^^^w^andfo pur the whd 
paifio in to his MaiTc:in the mean timeiiiakiricthefegaViats^who ^wete all booted, 
and tlieir horfcs in danger to befurf^tred at the Church garejftamp awd ftaTe,and 

curfe as well the Maflc as the Mafle-prjeft. fllhcic oxamplcs(inmy judgement ) 

arc more then (iifficicnt to proue myfotmcraiTefjiohvvizithwfhe which callcth 
her felfe the holy Catholickc Churcbiriencrfo.muthks cortceajedlfipmour aun- 

ccftors the lcaft part ofher lcudne(Tc,but laydit bpeh'coihbietlta'tKvcire not blind; 

and proclaimed it to fuch as were hotfdeafcAnd vwify they /true notably itouStw 

how they prophaned tlrat which they held; for tho onely true €bmp4Kke and /V" 
poftolickc faith and right Romanc rcligionttfor of ihcir wicked liubc^idfalfcdo-i 

<5lrine,we haue fpoken a« lame befot«5 3utas!fo» buraunccftoisjofrheie ondof 
them complained of thctffalfe dodrine^ 'A hundicd r complained <5t their abhomV' 

nabic'liucs.'albcit the greater Jpart folindfault wirhichvmf only forroyes and trifled 

Gc4 fuflFe- 
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furring them in the meane while to r unne riot into hainous cnormifenot once 

ppcnLJ their mouthes againft them. As when they found no fault with them for 
EcLefic in keeping of benefices in this or that manner, but for enioying ; of 
incompctiblcbeneficcs,orforhauingouermany. AswcteadeofkingL^the 
^ftlLho whe a BiQiop begged aUcficc of hun,(notwithftand.n 6 the great 
number he had already) anfwlrcd, I mall (quoth he) giue thee fo long,till the d,. 
E jII away, li dabo tibi yod dUbolu* forubit omnu , as iMtnot ha h it, 
^oTgoolld Preacher) together with his fellow Friers (fo often bcfoi c a« cad- 
ged; will fuinilh vs with ftore of fuch examples for the illuftration of this 

P 7 7 C ' I come now to falfe miracles , fomcof which our predeccfrors difcoue- 
redjnd other* haue bene dctcAed in our time : and I will firft begin with ^ 
thcholy maidof Kcnt.This holy virg 




holden to be a Saint and 

« ProXteffe by 'the aibtVlidcuicc and cunning oFthc F rancifi* w,w ho made the 
world bdecue that flic dcfccndcd from heauen: giuing it out(to colour the mar- 

tcr with fomc probabilities^ (he banquetted 

fecretly ,and playd the (trumpet ftoutly with their ghoftly fathers hohnefle . A- 
,nong other things,thcy maJe the poore people bclccuctbat flie knew all mens 
finn£ : and the uuth is , (he told thofe that refortcd vnto her,thc fecreteft finncs 

they had committcdjbut it was not without the knaucry of the filfc ; Fncrs , who 
fuffercd none to come to her till thev had firft fhnucn them. Her fclfe alfo might 
cafi)y heare cucry mans coufemon from the roome where flic vvas : the Frtmf* 
^bauing cuo/eo her a place very fit for the purpofe.In the end when die tome- 
ric was difcouercd (after they had decerned many thoufands) fhec and the gentle 
Fricrs,authors ofthc mitacle^tfc executed. Some fay thcabufcwasdetrtfcd by 
a certainc gentleman , whofufpccling the cunning packing of the F rtnajctm in 
acquainting her with mens codfemons 5 confclTcd certainc things which he ndUer 

didin all his lifavhich being after wards told him againe by her,the legerdcniaine 



»«,fpicd.Howbcitothcrsfay other wife. There isalfo mention madeof a 

fixe, whichthefaidFriersmadetowcepeandtofpeake. As for the ft If c m iraclc 
(<» rather falfcmiracles^^^ 

will content my felfe to put the Reader in mindc of them , hoping it will not be 
necdfull to make further rcckaU thereof, confidering thefc ftories arc in print,and 



cucry mans mouth.Onely let vs remember that the fpirit of the Fr<mcifcans of 

was before the miraculous fpirit ofthc Francifiam QlOrleam^ hath bene 



faid 



1 8 John Mennrdln like maner records another falfc m irac!e(thoueh wrought by 

no wicked fpirit)in his book intituled A tkchratio of the order andjlatt ofthtFr*»~ 

cifas .ApedlarofS.^^wrelikes being to preach vridera walnut tree,had ftre- 

wed curl-powder a litlc before in a flies rie«>hich bred in the tretymd bailing fo 

done,he,tied<a fmall ftring vnto inputting fire to theend thereof, Now ,*bilcft he 
was prcachmgJlispardons^thtPiepcfcduiijethe powder, beean tomake a great 

chattcring.TKe Francircan/who liftened toheare this fbort)thmWng it wold 1 not 

be lone before it tookefire abouc,bcgaii inlthis fort Thou mughtie birdywhich 
thusintcrrupteftthfc holy cxercife , my Lord S.Anthonics fire willburncthcefor 
this ccarc. He had no fooner fpoken the word>but the fire. Which had already fei- 

zedvpon the neft by mcanes of the ftring, burned bothher and her yong ones: 
which was not done without a folcrane mou^he people crying aloud^iww- 

dtA miracle -bw mcanes whereof he got a #>od round offering- 1 * 6 further relates 
* - ' 1 fundry 
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ruiidtylikc^orics avtoch hchad heard of ^^^t^SMmb^ Que 

tS^t T? ? -?" was to hear their fole cnofles or bra* iimg« 

left the gobdwife went into the gamer or cclla to fctria them fomthitK.imJ at W 

wouW eweedindy temfieand affright her, faying, mat their Lord Saint MhZ, 
Jtercby (he wed that he wasnot wellpieafcd with her ahncs : whereupon thcfiUV 

touic would goback'" MS "*- fin " J -* u J * -* • ■ " ,WIU v 

be well cooled t 



ock aaamtoictdi them morp,aDd by diat time thcrimagc wouti 
Hcivncctfi alfo in thefimtplacc of a li^itr«i^,^t^yedm^ a Jitfc , bS 



^i Z .abouttlvycaTei5^^ 

fter, viziriowthat chis buitfa berogangry for thaftbe poore labourer with wh6 



he wrou^would giuetom nothing forrhiyxiihes^t nne on ththodfe where fais 

kmc ftood, which bumt not only, that partjBut ill the itift of thebuildinc befiHes. 
and aJJ thegoods rherein 5 miking them oclccuc that it cameby a mmicle wrought 

by S t iimtmyhm forallhis cunning and knauery^c er uth was after ivfard Wri. 

He torther addes a very notable ftory recorded by maoy of ^anodier«df s Mbmks 
trearurcrs,who bumr a poore Womans poeccof doth ; mafangthe world bctomc 
that it came-bv s. Anthmm meanes, whodidit totheendheir«tbeieu(mBed 
f}7 wl !lt ™pncd(ashefiith)in the cduntry of toux, but as?mers affirtS 
Cj^/wiTheftory is toW thus : Oncof 5^^watttreafurers traudlinc tbxoiwh 

the oounmr<with a goodfcllow who led the AfTe which caried tbewauer ) pafSd 

by a bute^en houfe, wfcere,as foone as bis man had rung them? Aegoodrtife 
foinWith^pened thedborc, andiiaumg let theiwinvwcrit tofef oh them a peecc 

fl<^ : in the meane Whifc this ^fci^ te^^^ 
togemejvpon the dunghUl , turning him at bmerurhe toward hW knaiirim co^ 
jratuonjiaid- Is ltnotgreat pitic thattbcfctwofwinerhoitt\ioUcM^ 
oorc woi»an liftening to his fpeech.queftiohed furrher with hirri thereof VVhetv 
pon the ghoftlv father faid vnto her j My good fifter I can fay nbtbin^but tihat 



I am veryTory that thefe two fwine fljodld Jc fofuddenfy^andram is no mah.H. 
tiing that can perceiue it^xccpt he be m thc fauoUr^if blcff bd S. Avthtoy i howbek 
there werofornchope,iW hadbut two of theacorneB which our Prbur ballo wcth 
eucry yeaxewjhe woman holdingvpher hands,befought him to gluober fomcfltf 
them proroifing nottolk viimindfuUof that good mW; He ih§r icafttne his ere 
vpon hisfemant(whoattended vpon mistrafhaod«a|nc6fthe wdIliif)jB fcdhim 
if he had anyof dieacdrnes left ■? which hee gaueat the villafaewhrncd rfaev 
came JauV Thefellc » w hauing fougWagood wbhey i araweredtnathe could find 

?£T?S w he f ? d , h x C ^ teh *iAfle wBkKwasoftcn]fickeThou8li.our 
AM(wId^ie(auoth ^ he>yet miiftweitrfeafure mis good woroali>hQm FbtoW 
to be well affejfrd to ourorder . Mearie ivhile Iookin| with a couetous lcei JiKievc 

at a peeee bfcloth whicB Mard by/o>minuih^ g<$fc 

ilotj Tarofopcrfwadcdtf 

iiortendbth for the poore fake folkedf our Coupnt* She forthwith offered hltr 
jinnen elothror what he would dcmau6d,fohe wonM fpeedi*y,retncdv that eoB 



IVntaklBgthefetwoacomesinhisihand^ec^ 
ca^thereuj a little &lr^ land puningoff hU cowle^igih to pafterodef a mimhor 

Sf^^ r f??^' $fCh ? :m *^ ^H^nfwMiinff Amen , fandShr goodiwftifcith her chit 

to 1 "* i) tod pnd»i| his deooti. 



om^iwac theaconwi koipo wtfayihdtaft theiriioto tliewater^djlbiiriti^ thcM 

wgcdicrilike* maflj J igabe tWiri ihclfwrine to drfnltb i . maktog/ brny crofcnd 

J ^pro- 
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pronouncing as m?ny bww^ ' » , ' donc.be told her thatbcr fwine 

S» S^niU for f changed her pcece 

W«c in no danger, Shetl^cto^^o^ V tfiCISOOdmsS of thehoufc 

of cloth ?^^^^ v ttS^S thispngeant, as alio 

(her husband coming home fhortly a»cr,and near ^ ^ 

tannc afterthem. ThcKicr _; n ,u,fea-howbdth*tHonghttthi» 
their nccMM amazed hkc a <«P**" ^^StowUdk-JAwftw; 

beftcourfc to takcanhoufc (whic »*^S^ W «» 1 4,- < Wii 

and fccctly «^ /""^^J^ ™"Wn* 

and hauing lb donc.thcy paffedon that way,* h d (afet a 

Anone d,ebu«chetou^ 

a „d tough ^fc^^gft SSfltall hauc it.Wall my 

heatt* and God forg uc you wis wiui 5 j atyourhoufe: it 

which was giuen mc m ^^^^ff^S^l Baton Sakt 
-ricucth mc not that you take away «W to teach vou howyou inttcat 

the faithndl fauams and fricn^^^^ 

wordi.tctumcd backe,vc r ™ 

•he was !nOtgonca bowlhootc ten id ^"^KL^ 

S./»tA«7 23 dcmurc countenances 5 his man- ptefently 

mng ;tothcm ihkc fltcmc cbanB ^S^grtw^bld^o^^taA 

Saint mere) ,nu uu-y * m-iITp • • where thccloth being vnfoldedand 

twas mioyned the poorc outcnci K « b . t his m eancs did not 

.htonghout S^^nd C of moneyCene^ 
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clofcly ioyncd to the place, which being congealed and frown, continued viM 

the thaw 5 and then funningdowne,werefeehcvpon Sainr M,*/ face, which gMe 
occasion to thet-umour,that Sain* Peter wcptbloudy tcarca-: which rumour? the 

knauery being WdrknowncJWasa^^^^ 

mbctogedfpoOre Saint Ptttr\ who for this decident was <iuer after called Mdi»r 



Sain 

io Andtopai^cleitwitboneothc^ 
Iuthe Church belonging to the Caftle without*^/, it happened that tBotf 
(Ibrne fay a Pigeort> bleeding ofi Wound | : ^d' her lelfcv&n the hea^d^our 
Ladyof cohort • - fo that tome of theblood^ifcdowneher'faCe. And rljcft who 
for a penny could Cry the I6udeft,< inirtek^HurAtlt. But whence king* Lie 
nam had caufed the head tobe looked vpbhand fearclied the feathers of a bid 
and Pome of her blood were found in the crannicsand hollowneflc of the Image* 
whereupon the miracle which'had bene before cryed fo loud, was* cryed downe 
againeasfaft 7 ' 



21 



I haue alio heard ofonc of our Ladies (called our new Lady ) who bef ft: 



raculouily difcouercd, wrought nriany nii^^at leanwilethey madchei'beTeeue 



that fhc did them . They had hidde her in a'hbljdw vault vhder the graiTe Which 
they watered with fait water, which by the grafing of the kine in that p!ace,wa$ di 
fcouercd. ' ' •' 



r 

) 



t 



21 The deceit alio of the Rood of Mtfet tyffoloueehith binyery famous, 
For they made this Crucifixe Belceut (abbttf th^rtie yeare ato) that it wept , and 
didmanv miracles vpon the lamctheblinftand fuch like impotent pcrfonsiin cu- 
ring fijch infirmiries as furpaflcd the Artdf Phyilcke. Therearc tw6 opinion* 
\>uching thediftiUingof the wilter outofthfe (Srucifix e^which they call tears. 
Some fay it was done by water mixed with o^te others^hat it was by the branch 
of a vine thrort into the head of the Rood !> at what time itpmteth out thefap, or 
weepeth,as others lpcake.But the miracle continued lodger then that feafon,and 

therefore though this deuice might ferue <hem for that timie ; yet it was neccflary 
they mould find out lomc other tor the time! to come. 
23 Thcfe were the monies which they vfed to brin^a trucifix or Saint into 



credit ;but to the end it might hold the credit it had got, and increafe it the 



they (u horned certain fturdy beggers to cofitafcit the lame or theblind,or to fain 
tliatthey had bene dangcroully difeafed,andafret ward cured thereby .Sometime 

tney vfed this as a meanes oncly to makctheir Saint ramous: ofwhicn kind ofco- 

fenage we haue fundry examples, threeofwhichcomertowtomyminde. The 

firft is of Saint Renaudx. Paru in the fuburbs of our Lady fifth fields , whom the 

Fryers of that Couent would needs make bclceuc that he was become a Saint and 
the powerfullcft wonder-worker within jo.milcsof his head.For effecting Wher- 
of,thcy fubotned certaine aafty knaues,to whom they had giuen the watchword 
to counterfeit thelame,theblind,&c. One of which affirmed that he was borne 
bl ind: who after he had taken many friskes in leaping vp and downe,cryed 4 third* 
ek{ mindefox that he was reftored to his fight. At which words a certaine good- 
fellow who lay in the wind to watch his oporttiniry to dilcouer thi$abnle>hearing 
him lay, he had rccoucrcd his fich^ihewed him the colour?*] Iyning ofhis coate, 

neuer ft weft in all thy life , and now iccfi ( which leap hardly 

bclecue , ) Tell me, what colour fe thisf The counterfeit told him prcfefttiy what 
colour it was,in the hearing^f them all. the man hauing him where 1 h& would, 
fajd: Sechcremy mafters, if hecould neoeTfeebcfowJiowcanheiud^^ 

lours? 




t 



* 
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r pn„ .«hirh nolicv this abufc was dete&cd.The a.is of the who faming the 61- 
ungucKncHwuvu /^,abouthi$flir neortheplacewberchcftood, 

.whom Iffid »mc 
r £n £L. mimtn&itine the lamc.othcrs the blind dome 6ming thcmWtJn^Kkc 

™ S rewarded Fot theirlabouf by tbc canpnizing Monks. Oh (*wM 

olXXouu re fmur mur : for many that went tli hber to fee th.s n*olluit(<* 

,hc fimolcTclcXeopIes who accruing not that theft vagabonds were fubor- 
ncd wc« fiX pcrLdcd that folic fryer was become » worker of wondps 
ri» Sa h Trucks indccd,howasin his life time accounted a very holy m* 
& 5 SffiSSSaemo* cafily induced tobelceic that : wh.ch was rcppr- 

hat I, c would nuei gh mightily againft the Court of Mm, , when the toy tgok 

c^rwhbin Ws walkc. And I remetpber what qptaine Frtncbit related to the 

n ;#«.ning this gentle f * , I bade <faid he ) ^ 
time in Lent .that he might fcruc'asl fiddletpfhc company which I bad 'nutted 

(for I know he could iea'ft and ^^J^^SS^Z 



1 



pointed^ being fct 4o wnc at tabic w hie 




great 
fur- 



nXdwW.kidda.ind funciry ftps o'fftued meatus the maner 8 at hmyfr 

"d his .en her and filled his panch afwcll as any in thccompany,not Ihcwmg the 
leaft d uikcTruc it is.vvc perceiued he chopt it vp apacc,as though hchad bene m 

rcat h ft as well appeared afterward : for he bad made an end ot dmner long be- 
SSI table,lcft vs ftill at mea.e:& he wasno fooner mthc ftrctf 

SOS? could nt iniUfe ****** 




uc 



fl/.ili In T cnt he mould hauc exclaimed againft himfclfcaUb. But 

* dmhmoreaggrauatchis fa<3,,he motehe was in treated to be fto, he more eta- 

S* fo that we could deuifc no other meanes to make htm hold fa» 
n a e but by .1 reaming to beate him. Thecaptaine hauing ended his narrat on 

I lia ikeftoricswercrcportedofld.n.fu.ingtbcfotmermallpotntstbyw^h 

ght wdl "perceinc what humour it was that caufed him to procure the forc- 
H Tloreou'cr,. remember T bane beard of n^y ftlfc miracles about rcfto 

rineof children to lifcwhk h were Oil bome,atleaft w,fc to force fenftand fod.ng, 
nfuch meastheynadbencbaptifed. And vetily , it was the cafieft matter of a 

find, foSlergic toJe.be poorepeoplebeleeuewhattheythought 



faid 



J 
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goodi for according to the common laying ^Uism tape miner to decdue him tf>«$ 

think€$h*$ hurt . And what great confidence they made to thinke amiflc ofany 
thing they cither faid or did,yea to iudge that theknauery of the Clergy (though 
notoriou/ly Icnowne)vvas plaine knaucr^may wel appeare by fundry places of this 
booke 5 and namely by that which hath bene Ipoken in this chapter. Notwithstan- 
ding here is yet a further point to be noted concerning the falle miracles wrought 
by thefc impoftors : how that they vfed fometimes the help of charmes 3 and /bmc- 
timcsagainc dazelcd the eyes of thcfimplcr fort by diabolicallillufions. Now he 
that would fee examples of fuch iuggling (to omir that which hath bene already 
alleadgedj mall findeftore of them in the booke of Conformities lo often before 
allcadgedj where we find fo many to hauc bene cured by 5. Francis and his dilci- 
ples, and railed from death to life, that(ifitwerefoindeed)wemfghtwc]I/ay 
they had all miracles at commaund : and that to worke a miracle (and namely to 
raife the dead) was as eafic a matter as to drinkc when one is drie . For what could 
not he do,whofe frock (orcowle) was fuch a worker of wonders,that it gauc fight 
to three blind folkes , one man and two women? And how miraculoufly Friers 
breeches made womens bcllies(which were naturally barren) to fwel and tympa- 
hizc , not fo much as little children but haue heard thereof : and verily fuch 
actions are there regiftrcd for miracles, that a man would thinke the diuel had em- 
ployed all his charmes,forceries and tllufions therein. 

2$ To this knaueiy we may addc the impofturc formerly mentioned , pra- 
clifed by thofc huckfters who made the world belcetic,that the bones of the firft 
malefactor they met withall (for want of better) were the miraculous bones of 
fuch or fuch a Saint jwhich they call relikcs. And becaufc there is a notable exam- 
ple of this kind of coufinage, witnclTcd eucn by Popclings themfelues (of which 
as yet no nicrttion hath bene made) I will here infer t it . But forafmuch as I haue 

heard it told otherwise then Boccacc^ hath recorded it (albeit the difference be in 

the circumftancc and not in the fubftancc) I willrelate it both wayes* lcauing the 
Reader to his choice. And firft I will tell it as I heard it. A pedlcr of Popifli wares 
hauing pawned hisrelikesin a tauernc, and being not able to redcemc them,be- 
thought himfclfe of this deuice.Hc tookc vp a coalc in theprefencc of his hoftcVc, 
of whom he had borrowed the money, wrapping it vp in a faire linnen cloth! 
Whereat me began tomocke and make merry. Why hofteffc (quoth he) what ii 
the matter i do you indeed make a mocke at tny coaleVl will make you kiiTc it for 

all this before it be night. Whereupon flie would needs wager with him, that he 
could not make her kiffe it. Well then (quoth he) let the wager be for fo much as 
I oweyou, vpon condition thatif I winne you mail dcliucrmc my relikcs againc. 

The bargaine being agreed vpon, this gentle Frier (whofe wit was not gone of 
wool-gathering) went to the Church , where he told the people that he would 

not (hew them the relikcs he was wont to fliew them , but one fane more preci- 
ous rand therewith vnfolding h is faire cloth ,hc fhewed them hiscoale,(aying,My 
good friends , do you marke this coaled tell you it is one of thofe coales, vpon 

which theeloriou* martyr S. LAurence wasbroyled j and it hath a certaine fecret 

property, for no maide that hath loft her virginitic , norany houfwife that hath 
broken the bond of matrimony,may come neare to kilTeitrror if they do,f hey wil 
be in great danger.He had no fooner fpoken the words,but there was great thron- 
ging about him } me thinking her felfe happieft which could firft come to kilTe it: 
euery filly foule,both maid and matron defiring to flrw openly thattheir confer- 
ences did not accufe them (ccrctly. His hofteffc on the one fide well percciuing 

Hh that 
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tlutiffhekiflcdic her wager wasloftjandknovvingon the other fidcyhat if flic did 

not,(he (hould befufpeaedto hauc playd hoi husband a flippery touchy fliould 
not be bclccucd though flic made ncucr fuch report of the wager which flic had - 
laydjweiu after all the reft ,& killed this f boles bablc. By tin's dcuicc this iolly Frier 

redeemed his rclikes wirliout disburfing one penny, and incrcaled morcoucr the 
number ot thcm,by adding this vnto the old. CMcnot the F r am ifUn, who tefli- 
mony we need not to fufpccXconfidcring he was made of the lame mould,* Frier 
of the lame fry) touchcth this (lory but by the vvay,yct he agrceth with me in this 
circum(hince,that the rclikes were left in the tauerne: his words arc thefc: FoUr. 

coi+. Dtcelc tilts qui relt quits ftt.u mtaberna per Aider nut , & flip/tcm intent urn in 
{I'iUrtoJoco rel/qultrttw (u.trum^lixerttm ejjc quo beat us Lwrenthts combijltts fucrat ♦ 

And now you Ihallhcaicitas i\occacc\u\\\ itjbut more briefly, yet fo as 1 will not 

omit that which may make for the vndci (lauding of the papidicall llvle, v\ Inch 

thole rricrdockcrsobfcruc.Oncof^.^/^^ 1 1 icr Onion % 

brin..! accurtonud togo to a village by Flounce (called CatMd) (Mice ayeareto ga- 
ther almcs.wcm one-Sunday morning into thcchiefcChuich.whcrc both townc . 
cV country was met to hcarc Mafic: who when he law his time,began in this (bit: 

My mailers and damcs.you hauc bin accudomed of your fpeeiall lone and fatior, 
to (end eucry ycare to the poorc which belong to my Lord Baron S. A nth my froth 

wheate anil oatcs,Ibmc morc,(6mc ldfc, cuery man according tohisabilitie and 

deuoti( >n:thacbleifcd S. Anthony fliould keepe your biillocks,alTcs,fwinc & fbecp. 
Bcfidcs, you were wont (thofe e/pecially that are written in our frarernitie) to pay 
that hnall dutic which they pay once only in the yeare.Vor gathering vp of which 

tilings my Lord Abbot hath (cut me ; and therefore fee ye miiTc not to come in 
thearteinoone into the Church-yard (when you hcarc the bels ring ) where ac- 
cording to the cu (lome I wil make you « Sermon ,and giuc you thecrofletokifle. 

M< »ra )iicr,fonifimich as I know you to be moirdcuout icrtiants of my Lord Baro 
s.sl>jtf)Ohy,\ willhewyou of my efpeciall grace and fauoi^amod holy & goodly 

relike which my felfc brought long (Incc fro beyond the fens out of the holy land, 

hem;' one of theangcl G.ibrhh fethers which he left in the virgin Maries chamber 
when he hlutcd \\cxmNa\artth. And hauing thus fiid,hc returned to hcarc Maflc. 

N o w there were two merry copanions in tl ie eompany,who determined ro fliew 

this iolly Fi icr a tricke of conucyancc concerning the f ether of the Angell Gabri- 

f/.l 'or watching their opportunitic,thcy went and raniackcd all his packet ofrrjn- 

Kers.amongft which they found a littleeofter wrapped vp in taffata , wherein was 
a i ether i 'fa Parrots tailc,which he would hauc made them bclecuc hail bene the 

A m:t 11 c, ah ids father, as he might cMy hauc done without much K hctorickc; 
ieeiui?, the mod of them had not oncly not feenc it,but not (o much as once heard 
ofany fuch thing. How when thele good fellowes had taken away the feather 
(becaufc they would notleauc the colter cmpty)they filled it vp with coles. After 
tii iiner when the time was come that he fliould (hew this goodly relickc,hc called 

to his mm foi the trnflihehadgiuen him to keepe, willing him to ring the belles 
and cal the people together. And when they were a(Tcmblcd s he began his fcrmott 
mtieatingofthat which he thought would fit his purpofebeft in regard of his re- 
lick. In the end when he was come to the point to (hew it, he f irft made a folcmne 

and deuout confdhon,andthcn(hauing twolightcd torchcs)hc tookeofF the taf- 
fata very gingerly wherein the coffer was wrapped : and fpeakine in the mcane 
while fbmething in commendation of the Angell Gdriel and of his rclicke 3 he 

opened it, And pcrcciuing the ti ickc which was plaid him (blufhing at it no more 

then 



l u , , CHAPTER XXXIX. „ r 

t^tt hV? d ^ n ° r ^'"gf »y ^cofalbnifliroenOhelifted „phi s eye, and 

hand* to hcaucn,faying,6 God,prailcd be thy power for cuer That done Cn 

his coffer againcand turning him to the vtJ&u.Z MMas^nl^ 

arc to know that my fepeSor lent me ( wEcn I Syon „' ^ n )1nmX Faft 

Lmm* r was broyfed. All which Ihaucbroughtinto thefcSiS3«S? 
on.Howbe,t my (uperior would neuer fuffer nfc to a,cm^mXSZc 
folued whether , ho, were true rclicks or not. But now k^ST«2 bv 

arch,he hath permitted me to ftiew them . Andlwranfi-Y n • 

broug^ttheboxewhenntheWKrwas,lbtoiwhtthatwnerin^^^^ 

But 1 hope thereis no hurt herein, fithence itis SJflWcS?, t ?dt fe£ 

tang put the boxe of coalesimo my hands. And now I SbcSnb^ 

tTTZ to ^^ within tnefe two daiesand Hiewfcw*? I 

rell ro fuch as defire ftrrh er informarion hereof: confiderinS ,hk ft™ '"f Ht 

nched(.isthe rcftof riiefimeauthor) but with aee„n^wf i >. m ' m{lo '.y B <*>• 

ordinary wir^ 

ri«.But asblind bJL. ^J^SS^A^^"- 

blind and brmifli in matters of religion that none of rhwSl Sf S t ^ 
committed before tbeir erc^nJ^'vaSl^^^^, ' h0 " gh 
how the h«*«WUtoHk\^^ « well Whe 

mc^inftthoeUiatdurftfart.hat,^ 

Wthcknaueryw as detecled.AhdI l eTewearei c X?A» 
befee hw that that which fliould haueferuod them a" «nST2iIS22? 
might haue feene theif eunning^nueVancewiB^MS S X Z 2? • 't? 
= e St o keepe the* ftiU k^t3SSSSS^S^S& 

« beetles/o were «h«y as deafe « dort natetfcr *e toow Sfe^ 
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L Urtfcr was<to ray nothing ofW«W#, ftfa 

like Lis prcdcccum") and yet theflirill found thcrcot fpcnt R fclfeand vamlbed 
awaffi ay tc,and was ncnc able to P i«ce their « of a long «mc,thcy were 
S hca, ng.ou [ ind K cnd,.hcl!ord»vbohad(cnt,h 1 sh,s trumpeter char. 
™ del ea-doafead B der S infucl.fott > thathccaur C d.hcmtolcnd.bc,rpa^ 

of t Sarme. efpeciany fince the coming of An.ichr.ft was podwra through 
were) w h iheit fingers? For a nfwer whereunto let r»ftmt.e know (how cuer 
£ fat by other mcancs. For when they percciued that the r^Gd made 

open warreagainft thcm.and that it got ground of them by 'Iittleand little- ran 

X> ftom >bem now one peece.now another : they fhewed themfelues no lefle 

c ruelland currilh, fell andfuriousngainft thofe that ftood in defence thereofOf 

once they fell into tl 1 eirclouche S )then the 'Lion orTygre, nay *^Ltondft 

doth againit thofe that rob her of her whclpcs , as (hall be dcclatcd in the Chap, 
tcr following. 



CHAP. XL. 

Wherein is declared how lh.it after pofitritse :/Mf Jff* WOndcttd it the long ^n tinned 



filly of Popifi pracfifes anUufat toil further wonder how the open dif coming 



\fthm Ihoull bm coftfo mny men their Uucspho were per fetuted by 

■ the Cieargie: and will Judge thispry no leffeflrange . 

then fundry recorded by Herodotus. 



I 




NthetimcofoutAnccftots.whileftthtfollyofthcformnabufcs 
wjs in the ruffc.the Cieargie notcontcnttobereucrenccdanda- 
dored of the pooic people, to boue their putfesatcommami when 
thev thought good , and to tcrtifie them with their excom munica- 
tions, came to this paflc.euen to fct their feetc in their neckes , not 
mmonly faid by a figuratiucfpeech.hutreallyandinUecd. Nay,oneof 
their Popes was .lot alhatned to fct his footc in the Empcrouis nccke .For it is a 

k™wncand&mo 

ten thcliucsofPopcOhow 'that ^« Wrr tte thtrd hamng commanded theEm- 

perour Fr<4<rJt» proftrate him/clfc, and ad* him pardon forhis offence be- 
fore a multitude of people, in Saint Mirk, Church at nm ,) the Emperout at hu 
commaund kneeled downc s whereupon this gentle Pope/camg h 15 1 foo~ 

hi s ,bro.c(orasf0mcfty,inbi S neck)laid^ 

Empcrour highly otfcndedatthisfo great ennteinptand ouuwnfwr red, _ * 

»mU,t« 4i» Stint Prto-.Thcn he treadingvpon htm the fecond nmc/md 
m l„ t m,^d,<,S4m,f t ,.r. Nowhere i.istdteootcd ttatrhechicfccaofcof 
his Kmpc ours coming, was, tbat he mightbe abfolued from the Popes ^excom- 
n uniUion . r„rrhct,wc re.de ^ ^ ^''^ Z^^Z^ 

Po»e.cW»rthcfift,cl»lW^^ 

PoWxcommuntcation ( fothdWdotcommunicatca *^ ^'"""^S 
a n dcu I fedthc.pw«hb<UM 0 ahd<andle i and(aotcontcnttothunder.our^l 
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forts o? EcckCiafticaU ccn fares ) hadcaufed theCroyfido to bepubliflicd agamic 

them in Italy.) But he refufed to abfoluethcm, till that the Embaffadour (in way 
of honorable iatisfaflion) had put a dogges collcr about his neckc, and there- 
with had crept vpon all foure , the length of the great hall in the pallacc of A- 

mmomiox which foe* he was cucr after at Venice called dog ; The (aid Pope wal- 
king vpon a time through thecitieof Bogena ; ,vpon the riucr Loyrtjn great pomp, 

had (amongft others) for his attendants, or rather feruineimen and lackeys, the 

King of England and the King of France, one vpon his right hand* and ano'thcr 
on his left j one of them leading his horfc by the bridle. We rcadeallo how the 

forcfaid Emperour Frederkke attended vpon Pope Adrian the fourth (this mans 
predeceflbr) likeablew-coate 5 atlcaifyhathc held him the /tirrop when he ligh- 
ted off his horfe,by the fame token,that in lieu of this fo great humility ,he got no- 
thing buca frumpc for his labour, and that by the Pope himfcIfc,for holding the 

left (tirrop in ftead of the right. With which flout the Emperour being fomwbat 
moued, (aid , / neuer brought vp in fuch a trade: and thou art the fir (I on whom 1 

haue thus attended . And what arrogant /peeches vfed Bonifacethe eight to King 
Phtlip the fait *,when he made no bones to tell him,that by rcafon of his difobedi- 

ence and contumacy, the kingdome of France was fallen into the lapfe,and dcuol- 
ucd to the Church of Rome? The faid Pope hauing his fword by his fide, was not 

afliamed to brag and boaft of him(elfe(hauingrefuled now thethird time to <»iuc 
to filbert Duke of Auliria the title of Emperour of Germany) that himfelf , & _. 

footh was Emperour,and Lord of all the world. 

2 And furable to that which hath bene laid of the excommun icatwn of Fre- 
derick the Emperour by Pope Alexander the third, that is to be noted whifb Ma- 

cbiaHelfn\\ that Popes becomcgreat by three things , by excommunication^ by 

pardons, by weapons . yea fo great, that whereas in rimes part they were /ubie<5c to 
Kings m chilli caufes 3 now they are aboue ihcm,and take vpon them to command 

thcm.For it is to be oblerucd,tliat by rcaion of their pardons or indulgences they 
were vvorfliippcd as gods,and gathered Peters pence apace: by reafon of excom- 
munication they were fearcd 5 whereof we may fee infinite examples in the Iiues 
of Popes . And thefe words thunderbolt aod thundering helped them well to 
play their pans with thofe whotooke the Pope to be the man whomheamrmed 
himfclfe to be. Yet I will not fay , but that they haue inriched th em lelues by th eir 

excommunications. For as they forbad the vfe of fundry things,to the end men 
might buy difpenfations ifo they excommunicated men to the end f hey might 
buy abfolutions . As we reade how the fbrefaid Emperour Fredericke bought his 
abfblution of Pope Gregory the ninth.at the price ofan hundred thouland ounces 
ofgold.But what mall we lay to Boniface theeight,who not content to excommu- 
nicate the French King according to the vfual manner^xcommunicatcd him and 
all his to the fourth generation? By which we may perceiue how at their plcafure 
they trod Kings and Emperours(as well as meaner men) vnder their fecte^penly 
mocking at the Lombard-like patience and fottimneiTc of t he world.For what co- 
lourable excuic or pretence could his HolmcfTe haue to excommunicate a man 
with all his pofteritie to the fourth generation? The like mockanc vfed the forefaid 



Pope, when to fpite the forenamed King Philip the faire,hc nullified all the tndul 



genecs granted to the French by his predeceffors. For had the(e pardons had fuch 
vertue in them as they were fuppofed to haue, they fliould haue dettuered many 
millions of foules out of Purearorvi whereas being manifertedto be but trumpe- 
ries & mccre nullities^ mould follow that thefe poorc foulcs wcw toreturne back 

Hh? into 
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into Purgatory againe. As a malefactor who hauing got outof prifon by meancs 
of the Princes pardon,tf it fo fail out that his pardon be reucrfed or rcpcalcd^hcre 
is no remcdy,hcmuft be caft into prifon againe. 

X Further, we may fee how men excommunicate were dnucn to defpaire, 
and what crucll rcucnge was taken of the Laitie for offending and wiongine the 
Clcareie by a ftory recorded in the life of tionor'm the third , where it is faid,that 

Anno 1 2 23. Adam Bifliop of Cathnts in Scot W,bcing burned in his own kirchin 

by fomc of h is dioceflc,f or excommunicating certainc of them ,becaufc they paid 
not their tenths:this Pope was ncuer at quiet till for this one he had hanged fourc 
hundrcdofthcmjandgcldcdthcirchildren. Which hiftorv(toomit other patti- 
culats)(hewcs into what a defperate cafe noorc foulcs were dnucn by this meancs. 
For it is not probable that they which did fo handle their Bifliop(who hac I excom- 
municated them) would haucbroken out into fo great outrage J»ut that formerly 

they had bene inftant fuppliants and importunate I niters for an abfolutionj which 

being dcnicd,caufed them to fall into this mad mood. 

4 Confidcr now (gentle Reader) howthefc Antichrifts made all the world 
to tremble vndcr thcimfor ifany flial reply and foy,thatal Cburch-mcn were nei- 
ther Popes nor Prclatcs,tokccpc the people in fuch aw,and to be fo much feared: 

I (halldefirc him to remcber what the prouerbe faith, De grand maifire> hardy va- 
let. Kyf mat !ord } a boldfernant h which (if I be not dcceiued)hath bene more truly 
verified,ind better praftifed by th^thenby any men in thcearth.For hardly durft 
aman iookca paltry pricft in the face, for the great reuerence and refpeel which 
was had of our holy mother the Church. Bcfidcs^it is to be obferued that thnr 
Lord and Maifter did not refcruc the thunderbolt ofexcomunication to himfelfe 
alonc,bnt affoorded it thcm,when and as often as they flood in nced.which they 

fo littlefparcd,that for halfc a quart </'</£*,yca for a matter of three pencc(as Menot 

faith) they would not ftick to excomunicate poorcmen,who wcrethcrupon dri- 
ucntodefpaire , as thinking tofclues to be damned. And becaufe the place in 
ijnunot fcructh fo fitly for this purpofc ,1 will here infert it. He faith therefore fit* 
14? coU. He that is excommunicated, is fbrfaken of God,and giuen vp rntothc 
" power of all the diucls in hell: and therefore it is a great and grieuous finne to put 
" fuch a fliarpe fword into the hand of a foolim Prelar,fccing it is no finall matter to 

" fend a man to thcdiucll. Sutablc hereunto a Caualicr faid vpon a time to one of 

" our order : Softly father, I would gladly bcrcfolued of you in a difficult poinrrl 
" cannot fumciently wonder at the dealing which is praflifed at this day in the 
" Church in that we fccular men fend thofc whom we cutoff with the ftrokc ofiu- 
" ft ice to hcaucn : you Church-men fend them ftraight to the diuell.I will fliew you 
*\ how.whcn wc condemn any man to dcath( which he hath iuftly deferued)bcforc 
\* wc fend him to the gallows,wcprocurcfomegood man to fhriuc him,and when 
5> heis led ro the place of execution^* comfort him and put him in goodhopc>and 
5 ' labor by all m canes to work him to a good difpofitio,that fo he may dye in a good 

mind: whereas you CIcrgy-men (whohaucthecure.andm6uldhauethecarcof 

" mens foulcs) for three finglc pcncc,or an old paircof mooes, fend a man foulc and 
"body, cloathcsandall tothe diueli : fuch great zeale you haucofthcfaluation of 
" our fbules.To which thisghoftly father(asheconfefrcdtome) could notanfvvcr 

him with al his diuinitic,fceing his confcicncetold him that hefpake nothing but 
" the vciy truth :& he is yet to take counfell of his pillow what anfwer to make him. 
" IfthispoorcFr4wi/?4»wasconftraincd to cofeffc thus much,(who had affirmed 

a little before , that all that were excommunicated by Priefts,werc no longer vn- 

' dcr 
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dcr the protection of God;nOrm thebofomc of the Church, but were deliuered 
vp to Sat hah,in fudi fotc,f tat euen vpon good Friday, when men pray not onclv 

forChrlftians>butalfo forfewes, Pagans* and other infidels , they pray not for 

them.) If (I fay)hisconfcience inforced him to cofcfle dii$,m what a pitiful plight 
(may we thinke) Were they,oUef whom they did fo tyrannize Jby terrify ine them 
with the thunderbolt of excommunication? 6 

j And no marueli if they flood in fuch feare to be excommunicated by a 

Pricft,confidering the opinion which they hadofrhem (which was often beaten 
into their heads:) 1 meane the opini6 which they had of their power & authority • 

for they would not ft icke to fay, PoteFtas (JVUrUmahr eft pupate AngeUrum non 
tamenpoteftateftcerdotum. Which fcntcncc is allcadgcd by <Mtnot,fil.io7. And 

God kno wes what goodly lying legends they alleadged to prouc the power, die- 

nine and grcatrieiTe of Piiefts. As when Barelete recordcth/^247.^. that a f£r 

that the Emperour Conjlantine had bene baptizcd,he (entbacke two Priefts which 
came to him for the deciding ofa comroucrfic which was betwixt them, and that 
hefhouldfayvntothem, // belongs not to me to iudgtthm that are my gods . And 

what would we more ? when they apply fundry placcsof Scripture to their fhauc- 

lmgs,which were written of Chtift himfelfe: neither herewith comcm,forgc fun- 
dry fables touching the ftranee torments inflict vpon thofe that had any way 

pronged or offended Church-men,or had called them by any termc worfc then 
their namcs.And as for Priefts,their fhauen cro\vftc(which might not be touched 
vpon painc ofexcomunication) exempted them fro the iurifdiflion & authoritic 

ofthefecularpowcr(yeaofK!ftgsandEmperoursthemfelues;bymanypriuilcd- 
ges of their Popesj infuchfort, thatcertairie theeues (as hifteries report) would 

needs be fhauen in the Prieflscur, that if they were taken,they might be fent to 

their competent Ecclcfiafticall Iudges, that is, might efcapc and be fet at libertic 

as thcmfelues thought cood. Notvvithftandinff,cuen thofe Church-men which 

had not their crownes fhaued, but onely feme leffer marke and character of the 
beaft, would boaft and bragge of this priuiledgc of exemption from fccular 
power. 

6 And touching their cofening conueyances, it is no marueli if they were fo 
plunged therein ouer head and eares, confidering the feare they were in ofbeinc 
excommunicated, if they did but once cntcrtaine any thing tending to the prciu 

dice ofthcleaft ceremony eftabliflied orreceiued in their religion. Befides they 
terrified them with the feare of antaine torments which they were to fuflTer in 
Purgatory or in hell, accoidingtothequalitie of their finncs. As we readc in the 
bookeofC^w/wofSaint^wwithChrift , ofa man whohauinebut 
once omitted to make a leggc at Gloria P atri , did vndergo moft eruell paine in 

Purgatory. They alfo alleadced examples ofcenaine puniflimcnts which hauc 

beneinfli&ed vpon men in this lifc;of which fort wcreadeofone my ridiculous 
abouc the rc^viz.t hat in the dales of Pope lohn the oneand twentieth it was bla- 
zed a broad ouer all Saxony ,that there were certainc which neucr ecafed dancing a 
whole yeare togetlier without intermiffion (by vertue of a curfc wherewith rhe 
pi icft had blefted them ) becaufe they honoured not the breaden cod which he 
caricd abou t ivith him. 

7 Wc may alfoperceiue how the poore people were nuzxlcd in ignorance, 

by thai which fo ihcfirflthey made them beleeuecoiHrerningtf^Z^^ (as 

they tearme them r) for they #ere fo farre from lerring them vrtdtrftand that they 
tverelikc vnto other men,and that they had n 0 horncs,that they wtre ftcte had 

Hh 4 bene 
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w baot „ cd andaraicd thcmfelucs with temsof holy Scripture againft the 
ChurSoie'as ,ha« «hey made them bclecuc , that in Ihapeand figure they 

cdfrom other men , rharthcy n^«™° ckcof J? oda ^ c 

?hcv had wiucscommon 5 and in » word, that they VI fK worfc then Awr/, Twto 

SS> further <o be noted, .ha. a peat P«* of ,he f.mp e pcopk 



W HZ whe her^«» were tne name of a man or of a beaO.For it 
rA«*S*d« tasked his friend what .his name £ 
S mean , who told him that it was a difcafc ten times worfc (hen *c Leraofie : 

wh eh he did fo firmly bcleeue.rha. falling fide no, long after, he fen t h« fta e .0 
ri ic Phvfitian, with this commandement , that they fiiould snquiteof him, if he 

ft 3 

WC 8 C "bw » tteUft when their trumperies were folavdopcn and their iuggling 

.ricks fowdl difcoucred,that euenlitle children couldlaugh them tofcorne.it vto 

Sfo them to dc'uifc fomcother meanes whereby ro mamram rhemfeh o. 
how the Cleargie terrified men with the thunderbolt of excommumea on 

w nastheyoftlKfamercligion feared it "° more rhen a ch.Us ra, le , o «he 
c ack ofapot-gun) may appcarcby the Emperour Chrla the lift (who wasnot 
o X a fauo?er bot alfo aLcndcr rffereof. ) for being .menaced i w.th exeommum- 
cZl by Pone rhe tl,ird,if he would not y ecld vp F Imfimt mto h<s hands 
fatotlfe dcTth of ?cu, £«*jfic let him vndcrftand by histmbafladour rha.he 

drinKwbh his cxcommunica.ions.Wharmcancsthen vfed they( WW *>M 
to ft! p y P the light ol the «ru.b,.hat it might not preuailc agamft the darknefle of 

Sing legends? Verily the fame lhat we find regmred of 

and fuel, of tT.c like ftrain.But what do 1 compare mem with theft gentle mams* 

S !he nluenhonghr of the tenth pa* of £e^^££"-* 



hare prlcWd again! thofc that maintained the tiuth,and armed themfeh|eswuh 
ffi Gocl to yphold his credit and caufe: for .hey chopped Log.ete w«h 

eland anlwcrcd them againe with fire and fword^ndall lend of "Brand 
King were both partis and fudges s raking !« to h.ar. as a mater that did fit 



>ld in the end put out the great fircof their gtcafie kitchin. And it 
but loft labor to alleadec Scripture againft them : for their bellies(whu:n made 



hutton already for fca re of paying their intereftjhad no cares, aswecknow no 

ac u£ oWhc wife to accufe her husband,the husband the wife, parents to 
Lealc their o vnc children, yea to be *« «orm^ 
n&or default of others/They of the Inquifition (Kthiy «Dri;M their fpies 
abroad in all quartcrs,to whom they gaue the vvatehword.No witnefles migh t be 
Sd though ncucr fuch thecues, murderers, malefactors (nay contranly they 
often etoi fcotfrec in recompcncc of their fclfe deDofirions.) They gaue the* 
word to fuch as were accfed or fufpecled,to the end they might toulc them in, 
but thought it a finne to keepe promife with them, allcadging fonhemfelues the 
coodlvtcxt, Harettcis fides none/! fcruauda. Others were cucnhalfe dead before 
,hcv came into the tormentors hands , comming forth of dungeons where they 
hid bene encountred by made* and fuch like vcrminc : yea 

old mcnout of prifon,who were yong when they wcntin.Thcy *atcancdalms 
,o the priloners.wcre permitted to relicuc all faue thofc that weir impnfoned I for 
matter of religion, And he that faid,he pitied them,wasw great danger, thou|h 
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he had no more pitie of them then of a dog. Whereupon I remember a fta/Feof a 

dozen verfes made by a learned man endowed with rare g$s» which yet do flou- 

rifli in him, in which regard he is greatly bcloued of the godly ^nd extremely ha- 
ted of the wicked. 

lAktmontcdcJfwfatnuk 

Trouue vn pomtdu dtmi brnltx 
Toutfondrnfihtfiirtcult, * 

Ctmmc s } eW tntuli appelle'. 

EnfittjtntjtHtrccuk) 
$uttncitfuHr\ J ik\tnfiq*A»t, 

F at tilltmtnt & qiUnt dr q**nt t 
Trtitchav*chcm*tOHtn»*H<av. 

Vieil fount tu rouge mt few, 

Dejbonnturdu fitch *»timfimmc$i 

'fabefteapitiedvnPorcttu 9 
Et tun 'at point fitmdtshimmts. 

That is, 

Lifct mounte don his mwyU, 

As hemnt along the wai y 

Came where an hog on burning lay. 

His muU began jlraight to recoilc. 

As if the did the fad deteft, 
Or feard to hurt her fellow beail. 
So longfi farre jhe backward fled t 
Thatt&tjlurd her till jheblt<k ~ t 
f et Jlill for force jhe drew hint bath, 
rn till he t oobe another tracke. 

Thou meafell wretch jwithJauce-fUumt fact, 
Of this our age the iufi d'tfgrace v 

Thy beafl cannot abidtan hogfhould bren, 

And yet thou tak'fl no ruth in liuing men. 
And now that we arc /peaking of Lffet , what will pofterity fay (thinke we)when 
they (hall hcare of 4 burning chamUrtWc may aflfiireour fclucs it will be diucrfly 
conftrucd.Thc greater partfnodoubOwill iudge it to be the name of fomecham- 
bcrinhell, atleaftwifcin our Anceftors Purgatory. 1 omit to fpeakc of cruelties 
praftifed in lecrct, as alfoof the confilcation of the goods ofthecondcmncd,and 
often ofrhoic that were not condemned, yea lomctimes of fuch as were not fo 
much as accufed((beafieamatteritwastoarraigncandcondcmncthcmO Not- 

withftandinc, I may not with filence pafleouer a kind of cruelty, which lam per- 

fwaded Phafaris himfclfc would hauc wondered at,viz.that they inflicted the laft 
and greateft torment vpon them by fire ( as Phalaru did , J but firft they cut out 

their tongues,bcreauing rhem ofthcealc they might haue by fpeeeb, which Pha- 
laru permitted to thofc whom he tormentcdjand not fo only, but hauingcut out 
their tongues,thcy gagged them,that io they might make no noifeot all, but be as 
mute as hflies. Neither was it fafe for any to fay , they pitied thcm,or to make any 
flicw or fcmblance thereof, much leffe to commend the conftancy of thole who 

had the meanes left them to maniftft if in the middeft of their wrraems, 

9 Now when I lay that they vfed fuch and fuch cruelty )t dodi not thereup- 
on follow but that greater is praclifcd at this day. But it is becaufe this cruellpcr- 

iecu* 
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(ecution k not Co vniucrfall t Ccdn&hcrek not'm totte places (God be Mid) 

wood enough to be found, to continue the fwrs of formct timci.Vor out Sauiout 

hathgiuenthc fame vcrtue to the afhes of thefe Matt?*, which tome affitmci to be 

inthcaihesofthcPhoenix, andthatin farre greater meafurc: fccincthca(hc$ot 



Phoenix ingender buta Phoinix : wherrofhcafoesoFafaimfuMruant of 
Chritt breedcth and bringeth forth a number of others. . ' ; <■ t 

10 Nowthen let pofieritic iudgc (which can better ludge without partiali- 
ty or paflion) whether //^/w do record any folly fo ftrangeand extrcamly foe 
h(h as the forenamcd, praflifed and endured by thofe who haue fq long lent their 
carcsCanddocucnatthisday)to fuchabufes. Andonthcotherftde.vvhetherhe 
report any thing halfc foftrangcor incredible a* this, viz. that the detcC>n— 
fuch abuies (like to yong chUdrens fport)(hould coft fo many thoujand met. their 

To conclude; 1 befeech God in the name pfhts fonne tm Chrtjl out 




of 



Lord, that poftct ity f to whom I appealeas to my com 




eric ludge) 



may ncuer fee fuch abufes as thefebe, othcrwifc men in pa- 
payas here they arc to be ftenc. 



4 ' 



I 1 ■ 

i 




• 4 



; t 



, 1 ' 



4 ' 



% \ 



4 . 



% 1 

1 \ 



> I 



t 



t » » 



• I 4 



4 * * * 



« 4 . 

* > t 



ft 



» 4 * 



' 1 4 I 



i . 



4 • 



* f 



1 i 



1 ; 



. ill . 



i 



f 



• , 4 ■ i • 

i i #i • • • 



4 • 



1 ' 



• • 4 



j t 



t « • r < • ■ • • 

1 ■ V II i i i t ■ * 



9 yt* * ■ - 

• > < , » . * • | 

- # • » C 3 1 * 



. ... . ; J 



• » 







.< t 



• 

i 



i M f 



• 4 / • 



r 



■ f. 



« » 

• ■ 



r 



ill *■ t ■ ." \i . l 



• -fir • »'/J r ' l^.lj t f i f ■*, ; f;r> 



Faults efcaped.thus to.be amended. 



i 

M- ^.48./ p boih. p.wJ jc aucmmX 
Mdditb. U6 tit. p.saJ. i Hj4i**i£,* 



1^9 ha. 



I 



■ »7 



